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The Richardson Fire Department recommends 
these safety tips for home cooking... 

1) Keep a close watch as you cook. If you are distracted while you 
are cooking or must attend to other business, turn the stove OFF! 
 
2) Long sleeves can catch on fire or snag handles of cookware. If 
you must wear long sleeves while cooking, make sure they fit 
closely or bind them with safety pins or elastic bands. 
 
3)  Turn pot handles away from the stove front. Curious children 
may reach up and grab the handle, pulling the hot contents down 
on  themselves. Don’t position handles over 
another burner—it may catch on fire or burn someone who 
touches it. 
 
4) Shield yourself from scalding steam when lifting lids from hot 
pans and  
containers. Lift the far side of the lid first. 
 
5) Keep pot holders, towels, and oven mitts close at hand, but not 
too close to the stove. They could catch on fire! 
 
6) Keep ovens, broilers, stove tops, and  exhaust ducts free from 
grease. 
 
7) Do not put water on a grease fire! Water will splatter the grease 
and spread the flames. 
 
8) If grease ignites in the oven or broiler … Turn off the oven & 
close 
the oven door. 
 
9) If grease ignites in a pan or on the stove …  Turn off the 
burner, slide a lid over the pan to smother the flames, and do not 
try to remove the burning pan from the stove. Carrying the pan 
will fan the flames. 
 
10) If a cooking fire starts ... Use either baking soda, a tight-fitting 
lid, or a fire extinguisher, to extinguish the flames. 

Richardson Fire Marshal’s Office — 972-744-5750 — www.cor.net/fire 
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