What’s Inside

Annual Trash Bash
The City’s annual Trash Bash
will be held Saturday, April
15.
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Partners help
promote
multiculturalism
The City of Richardson works
in partnership with the Richardson Interfaith Alliance, UT
Dallas and others to promote
multiculturalism.
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Prescription Drug
Take Back Event
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Animal Shelter debuts mobile adoption trailer
Adoptable pets at the Richardson Animal Shelter are now riding
in style thanks to a new mobile
adoption trailer provided by Richardson AnimaLuv in partnership
with the City of Richardson. The
14-foot trailer includes a colorful,
pet-themed wrap designed by the
City’s Communications Department, making it easily identifiable
and ensuring it stands out in a
crowd.
The trailer includes up to 12 air
conditioned bays to house dogs,
cats and other adoptable animals,
plus space for prospective pet
adopters to interact with the animals. While Shelter staff has previously been able to take a handful
of pets to events, the amount of
time they could remain on site was
determined by the weather. With
the new climate-controlled trailer,
this should no longer be the case.
“The goal is to find forever
homes for all of our pets, and this
will help us do just that,” said Director of Health Bill Alsup. “This
trailer will allow us to take the pets
to the people and the wrap will
provide us with another way to
promote our services.”

Alsup said the idea for the
trailer came from discussions between his staff and representatives
from Richardson AnimaLuv, a nonprofit that has helped raise money
for the Animal Shelter since 2004.
The organization does so through
fundraising events such as Paws 4

City maintains highest credit
rating from Moody’s and S&P
Richardson’s continued stable local economy and
responsible fiscal municipal management cited as
areas of excellence leading to Aaa and AAA ratings
For the eighth year in a
row, both the Moody’s and
Standard and Poor’s credit
rating agencies have reaffirmed Richardson’s “Triple
A” status, the highest possible rating available for credit
worthiness. Richardson has
held AAA status from Standard and Poor’s for 10 years
now, and this is the eighth year in a row the City has received an Aaa
rating from Moody’s.
Standard & Poor’s Rationale
In its rationale, Standard and Poor’s said Richardson’s “Triple A” rating
was based on the city’s, “very strong economy, very strong management,
very strong budgetary flexibility, very strong liquidity, strong financial policies and practices, strong budgetary performance and strong institutional
framework.”
Moody’s Rationale
In its rationale, Moody’s said, “The Aaa rating reflects the city’s relatively large and affluent tax base that is bolstered by a sizable business
district that draws a large daytime population, strong financial management with historical stability in reserve levels, and moderate yet manageable debt burden.”
Mayor’s Comment
“One of the City Council’s primary goals is for Richardson to continue
to strive for excellence in financial stability and fiscal management,” said
Richardson Mayor Paul Voelker. “Good fiscal management ensures Richardson’s ability to continue to attract leading corporate businesses, to
continue investment in infrastructure improvements and to maintain the
public’s trust. We are very pleased that we continue to meet the highest
standards set by these third-party credit rating agencies and appreciate
their recognition of the City’s strong financial position.”
Planned Bond Sale
This year the City plans to sell approximately $57.4 million in bonds,
which includes $20.3 million for the continuation of the serial sale of
bonds associated with projects that are part of the 2015 Bond Program
and $37.1 million for long-term capital needs, which will include funds
for water and sewer infrastructure improvements, emergency services
equipment and fast tracking improvements to Fire Station 1 and the
Public Safety Campus.

Spring Pet Day, scheduled for April
30 at Huffhines Park.
The trailer will make its debut
April 15 at Trash Bash and is expected to be a common site at
neighborhood gatherings, city run
special events and even make
some appearances on local corpo-

rate campuses Alsup said, adding
that the more exposure we can give
our adoptable animals to potential
adoptive families, the better.
For more information on adopting pets, contact the Richardson
Animal Shelter at 972-744-4480 or
visit www.cor.net/animalservices.

Summer water conservation
plan in effect for Richardson
No lawn watering between 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
The City of Richardson will
implement its summer water
conservation plan April 1. The
strategy allows for lawn irrigation at even-numbered addresses
on Tuesdays and Saturdays and
at odd-numbered addresses on
Wednesdays and Sundays. Watering is not permitted between 10
a.m.-6 p.m. on the allowed days
from April 1-Oct. 31. Watering is
permitted at anytime on the allowed days from Nov. 1-March 31.
This water conservation strategy is in place year-round unless
the North Texas Municipal Water
District (NTMWD) asks for more

severe restrictions due to drought
conditions.
The NTMWD is Richardson’s
water supplier and continuously
monitors its water supply to determine if there is a need for additional restrictions.
Beginning April 1, lawn
watering is not permitted
between the hours of 10 a.m.-6
p.m. on allowed watering days.
Please water only as needed,
based on moisture content of the
soil. For more information, visit
www.cor.net/waterconservation or
call 972-744-4220.

TWICE-PER-WEEK WATERING
Lawn irrigation is prohibited from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
or during periods of rain.
Below is watering schedule for the next three months.
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Call the Public Services Department
at 972-744-4220 or visit www.cor.
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Early voting begins April 24 for May 6 election
Early voting for the May 6, 2017 Richardson mayor and city council election is available April 24-May 2 at
the Richardson Civic Center/City Hall, 411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Dallas County Richardson residents may vote early at City Hall or at any of the other Dallas County early
voting locations. Collin County Richardson residents may vote early at City Hall or at any of the other Collin
County early voting locations. (Note: Collin County Richardson residents may not vote early at City Hall for
PISD or Collin County College District elections.)
Residents not registered to vote must submit their voter registration application to the Voter Registrar of the
county they reside in by April 6 in order to vote in the May 6 election. Voter registration cards are available in
the City Secretary’s office at Richardson City Hall or the Texas Secretary of State website at www.sos.state.
tx.us/elections/voter/reqvr.shtml.
Election Day voting will take place Saturday, May 6 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Richardson City Hall is NOT a
voting location on Election Day.
For more information, contact the City Secretary at 972-744-4290 or aimee.nemer@cor.gov.
Below are dates and times for early voting in Dallas and Collin counties.
DATE

DALLAS COUNTY

COLLIN COUNTY

April 24, 25, 26, 28 and 29

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

April 27

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

8 a.m.-7 p.m.

April 30

1-6 p.m.

No Voting

May 1-2

7 a.m.-7 p.m.

7 a.m.-7 p.m.

City of Richardson
972-744-4290
www.cor.net/election

Dallas County
214-819-6389
www.DallasCountyVotes.org

Collin County
972-547-1990
www.co.collin.tx.us/elections

Candidate forum scheduled for April 19
League of Women Voters
Mayor and City Council
Candidate Forum
April 19, 7 p.m.
Richardson Civic Center
City Hall
411 W. Arapaho Rd.
www.lwvrichardson.org
The League of Women Voters
of Richardson will hold a Richardson mayor and city council candidate forum Wednesday, April 19
at 7 p.m. in the Grand Hall of the
Richardson Civic Center, 411 W.
Arapaho Rd., Richardson.

Unopposed candidates will not
participate in the question and answer part of the forum, but will be
given the opportunity to make a
closing statement.
Questions from the audience
can be submitted at the time of the
forum or submitted in advance by
sending them to voterservice@lwvrichardson.org. E-mailed questions
will be given the same consideration as questions submitted at the
event. Questions will be screened
according to League of Women
Voters of Texas Guidelines.

The forum will be streamed live
on www.cor.net and broadcast live
on the City’s cable TV channel on
Time Warner Cable, channel 16
and AT&T U-Verse, channel 99.
Taped replays of the forum will
also be available on the website
and the City’s cable channel.
Cable TV Replay Schedule
Forum air times

Apr. 22-May 4

2 p.m.

Tue. & Thur.

6 p.m.

Sat. & Sun.

We have come a long way these
past few years to make Richardson
a more pet-friendly city. We now
have an award-winning dog park,
we continue to add to our trail
system and just last October we
added Pawtoberfest! to create another community event for people
to enjoy spending time with their
pets.
A survey taken as part of the
creation of the 2010 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master
Plan identified a dog park as one
of the top five most-needed park
facilities in Richardson. Since its
opening in mid-2015, the six-acre
Bush Central Barkway has proven
popular with dogs and their owners alike, including my family’s
rescued Shih Tzu, Sunshine. The
park has also received statewide
recognition, winning a 2015 Park
Design Excellence from the Texas
Recreation and Park Society.
Another hallmark of Richardson
is our pet-friendly events. Visitors
to the biannual Cottonwood Art
Festival often bring their dogs with
them, as do attendees at Huffhines
Art Trails and the Family Fourth
Celebration at Breckinridge Park.
The City also partners with Richardson AnimaLuv to put on annual
events including Pets in the Park,
Dog Splash and the Pet Pawrade.
No mention of pets in Richardson would be complete without
talking about the Richardson Animal Shelter. The Shelter is a great

Mayor
Paul Voelker

paul.voelker@cor.gov

place to find the perfect dog or
cat to join your family, while also
offering volunteer opportunities
for pet lovers to give back to their
community.
I hope you enjoy reading about
it and learning about all of the opportunities we offer for pet lovers
in this month’s edition of Richardson Today.
Sincerely,

Paul Voelker
Mayor

Chlorine maintenance continues through April 10
The North Texas Municipal
Water District (NTMWD) is continuing to conduct chlorine maintenance on its water transmission
system and customer cities’ distribution systems through April
10. Annually, NTMWD performs
chlorine maintenance prior to the
warm months of the year. As a
member city, Richardson receives
its water from NTMWD.
The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ)
allows water suppliers to perform
chlorine maintenance to help

reduce the need for suppliers to
flush systems in order to maintain proper chloramine levels (required by the TCEQ) during the
warm weather periods, thus conserving water.
The chloramines, a combination of chlorine and ammonia, are
used to provide the disinfectant
residual in the transmission and
distribution systems as required
by the TCEQ. Chloramines provide a longer lasting residual disinfection in the water pipelines
and water storage facilities. Dur-

City Social Media
Several City departments are active on Facebook and Twitter,
including Richardson Today, the
Animal Shelter, the Eisemann
Center, the Library, Parks and Police departments and Richardson’s

Community Events. You can also
view CITV videos on YouTube.
Visit www.cor.net/SocialMedia for
a full listing.

Richardson Today Staff
Richardson Today is a monthly publication of the City of Richardson. It is free for
Richardson residents. The publication is designed to keep citizens of Richardson
informed of activities and news that may be of interest to them. If you have any
comments or suggestions concerning this or future issues, please send them to:
Citizens Information Services
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick McGarry
City Hall/Civic Center
Writers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Conrad
411 W. Arapaho Rd., Suite 204
Patricia Allbee
Richardson, Texas 75080
Graphic Design . . . . . . Gina Wooldridge
972-744-4104
richardsontoday@cor.gov
Printed on recycled paper

ing the chlorine maintenance
period, the disinfection residual
consists of chlorine alone without
the ammonia.
The chlorine maintenance
does not affect water quality, and
the water remains safe for use.
Consumers who are sensitive to
taste and odor changes in drinking
water might notice a slight change
during this period, however this
palatability change does not
alter the quality of the drinking
water. For more information, visit
www.ntmwd.com/fact-sheets.

Receive City news
updates by e-mail
Sign up to receive the City’s “Week
In Review” e-mail, which is sent each
Friday, as well as to receive important
notifications concerning City events,
projects, services and information
about weather-related activities and
the West Nile virus. Visit www.cor.
net/ENews, and select the options
you would like to subscribe to.

Requesting an Accommodation
The City of Richardson will make all reasonable
modifications to policies and programs to ensure that
people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to
enjoy all City programs, services and activities. Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or
procedures to participate in a City program, service
or activity, are requested to contact:

Taylor Lough, ADA Coordinator
972-744-4208
411 West Arapaho Rd., Ste. 201
Richardson, TX 75080
ADACoordinator@cor.gov
Please contact the ADA Coordinator as soon as
possible, but no later than 48 hours before a scheduled event.

Mayor Pro Tem
Mark Solomon
Place 2

mark.solomon@cor.gov

Council Member
Bob Townsend
Place 1

bob.townsend@cor.gov

Council Member
Scott Dunn
Place 3

Council Member
Mabel Simpson
Place 4

Council Member
Marta Gómez Frey
Place 5

Council Member
Steve Mitchell
Place 6

mabel.simpson@cor.gov

marta.frey@cor.gov

scott.dunn@cor.gov

steve.mitchell@cor.gov

Contact the City Council
Richardson City Council
411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, TX 75080

972-744-4203
www.cor.net/council

About City Council Meetings
Richardson City Council meetings (second and fourth Mondays of
each month at 7 p.m.) and work sessions (Mondays at 6 p.m.) are
open to the public, and citizens are welcome to attend.
Each meeting’s agenda is posted at City Hall on a bulletin board at
the west end of the building and can be found on the City website,
www.cor.net.
The agenda is posted on Friday evening prior to the Monday night
meeting. You may request a copy of the agenda or more information by calling the City Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4292.
City Council meetings and work sessions are broadcast live on
the City’s website at www.cor.net and on the City’s cable TV
channel on Time Warner Cable (channel 16) and AT&T U-Verse
(channel 99). Taped replays of the meetings are also available on
the website within 24 hours.
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In addition to the following events, Richardson has more than 40 miles of trails and walkways. Many of the trails border City parks and recreation facilities, including
picnic areas, so pack a lunch for you and your pup and enjoy the day. There is definitely something for everyone and their pet in Richardson! www.cor.net/trails

The Bush Central Barkway Dog Park offers six acres for
dogs to run and play. Located under and along the President
George Bush Turnpike west of US 75, it includes separate
areas for large and small dogs and even an area for less
active dogs. www.cor.net/dogpark. Open year-round.

Pets in the Park/Splash Day are held
at Terrace Park and pool in August.
The park hosts rescue groups and
exhibitors and a refreshing dip in the
Terrace Pool. Entertainment and concessions are offered to pets and their
owners. www.RichardsonAnimaLuv.org
and www.cor.net/animalservices

This September, man’s best friend, food trucks, live music, dog-specific vendors and craft beer can
be found at Pawtoberfest in Huffhines Park. Spend quality time with your pup and friends and get
into the Oktoberfest spirit. www.cor.net/pawtoberfest

Now in its 47th year, the biannual Cottonwood Art Festival is held the first weekend of
May and October at Cottonwood Park. What
could be better than spending the day, or
two, walking through the park enjoying your
pet, fantastic art, live music, food and drinks?
www.cottonwoodartfestival.com

Huffhines Art Trails is held the third weekend of October at Huffhines
Park and provides local artists and craftsmen a venue to promote and
sell their work. Stroll the trails with your dog to find those personal
treasures and unique holiday gifts. A scavenger hunt, craft beer
garden, food vendors and open space for your pet provide for an
incredible fall weekend of fun. www.huffhinesarttrails.com
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Thorburn, AnimaLuv help pets for more than a decade
Peggy Thorburn is a testament to the power of one, of
what can happen when someone sees a community need
and has the passion and energy to put things in motion to
fulfil it. Thanks to Thorburn’s actions after a visit to the
Richardson Animal Shelter in 2004, animals at the Shelter have benefited from more than $300,000 in Shelter improvements and lifesaving veterinary care, and Richardson
area residents and their pets have enjoyed more than a decade of pet-friendly fundraising events and activities.
“Peggy is one of the most kindhearted yet persuasive
people I know,” said Richardson Health Director Bill Alsup.
“When she sets a goal, she finds a way to make things happen, and we and the animals are very grateful she chose to
help the Richardson Animal Shelter.”
Thorburn, a lifelong animal owner, founded the nonprofit
organization Richardson AnimaLuv after stopping by the
Shelter to make a donation in honor of three of her beloved
pets that had recently passed away, all within six months.
She was surprised to learn that at the time, there was no
formalized program or organization in place that enabled
donors to directly benefit the Shelter. No stranger to community volunteering or City programs (Thorburn was active
in the Richardson Women’s League, Altrusa, Richardson
Symphony League, Friends of the Library and Leadership
Richardson, to name a few), she called on her many contacts
for advice on the issue, including judge and former Richardson Mayor Ray Noah, and Council Member Tom Rohm.
Other friends joined the cause, and before long, Richardson
AnimaLuv was born, with the Richardson Animal Shelter
its sole beneficiary. Proceeds from Richardson AnimaLuv’s
first event, a dog wash, helped the organization host the first

Citywide Pet Day in 2006 at Owens Spring Creek Farm,
which brought in more than $10,000 and became an annual
event.
Other fundraising events AnimaLuv has created and
hosted include spring pet “pawrades” and the annual Dog
Splash. Thorburn became a volunteer at the Shelter and put
in many hours to learn first-hand what could best benefit the
facility and its “residents.” She networked with Shelter staff,
veterinarians, pet stores and veterinary drug companies to
help “make things happen” for Shelter animals, from free
rabies shots to free microchipping to emergency surgery.
Major projects at the Shelter funded by Richardson AnimaLuv include a cat visitation room, a pet visitation courtyard
and the new mobile adoption trailer.
Perhaps Richardson AnimaLuv’s most invaluable gift to
the Shelter has been helping make the community more
aware of the Shelter and its adoptions. The Shelter’s animals usually have a presence at every Richardson AnimaLuv
event, whether greeting guests at a booth, riding on a float
in the Christmas Parade or swimming in the pool at the
Dog Splash, and will soon be even more visible around town
thanks to the adoption trailer.
“Over the years, Richardson AnimaLuv has become an
extension of the Richardson Animal Shelter,” said Noura
Jammal, Animal Services Special Projects and Events Supervisor. “We’re all working toward the same goal, helping
pets that come to the Shelter find forever homes.”
Though Thorburn has suffered health setbacks in recent
years, she still perseveres in running Richardson AnimaLuv
and coming up with new events and new ways to help ani-

A special breed: Animal Shelter’s foster caregivers
Animal lovers with extra time
and an extra big heart might want
to consider taking part in the
Richardson Animal Shelter’s Foster Care Program. The program,
which helps address the needs of
newborn, sick and/or injured pets
as well as Shelter overcrowding,
began in 2012 and offers adults
age 18 and up the opportunity to
care for Shelter pets temporarily in
their own home.
“Fostering is vital to helping
at-risk animals become adoptable,” said Noura Jammal, Special
Projects and Events Supervisor at
the Shelter, who created and coordinates the program. “It’s also
critical in helping with the surge
of pets we get in spring/summer,
also known as ‘baby season.’”
Interested caregivers attend an
orientation session and fill out an
application to see if they’re a good
match for the program. Jammal
said the program welcomes both
Richardson residents and nonresidents who have their own transportation and are willing to take
the time to not only provide care
for the animal, but to drive to the
Shelter for follow-ups, and to “follow the rules.” For example, foster
animals must never be in public
places off-leash. Homes must have
a fenced yard if fostering dogs.
Apartment and home renters must

have approval from their leasing
agents or landlords.
If chosen for the program, volunteers receive periodic e-mails
from Jammal that give detailed
descriptions of animals needing
foster homes, and can respond to
those they feel will fit with their
household and lifestyle. Some animals require specific care such as
bottle feeding, house training and
administering medication; others
might only need socializing. Foster
caregivers may be single or married, with or without children and
with or without pets.
“The best fosters are those who
are patient,” said Jammal, “willing to learn and provide the time
needed to fully care for the pet. It’s
not easy, and can be demanding,
but it is so worth it, watching that
animal grow or heal and then find a
forever home . . . knowing that you
made that happen, you saved a life
that otherwise wouldn’t have had
the chance.”
The Shelter provides veterinary
care and pet food for fostered pets,
as well as bowls, towels, crates,
carriers, medications, toys, treats
and other supplies as needed. The
Shelter welcomes donations for
the program and foster caregivers
are encouraged to donate supplies,
which can be written off as charitable donations.

Follow Animal Shelter on Instagram
The Richardson Animal Shelter has a new tool to help its mission of finding forever homes for
dogs and cats: Instagram. The Shelter
launched its Instagram page in early
March and plans on
using it to not only
showcase adoptable pets, but also
to show pictures of
families with their
newly adopted pets and promote upcoming events.
Instagram is first and foremost a photo-sharing social
media platform. Users can post
photos and short videos with
hashtags to make searching and

browsing easier. For example,
posts of pets available for adoption at the Richardson Animal
Shelter often have
hashtags such as
#dogsofinstagram
or #catsofinstagram,
which allows pet
lovers worldwide to
find, comment and
share the posts.
Instagram is available for both Apple
and Android devices and can be
downloaded for free from both
the Apple App Store and Google
Play. You can find the Richardson Animal Shelter on Instagram
@Richardson_Animal_Shelter.

Animal Services Special Projects and Events Supervisor
Noura Jammal bottle feeds a
kitten at the Animal Shelter.

Peggy Thorburn and Assistant Director of Health-Animal Services Dennis Wooten at the first Citywide Pet
Day.
mals (the latest is a series of dog-friendly “patio fundraisers”
at local restaurants and a craft brewery).
“It takes dedication, determination, and a strong faith,”
she reflected recently. “And, I couldn’t ask for a better City
and Shelter to work with.”
If you would like to volunteer with Richardson AnimaLuv, learn more about its pet-friendly community events
or make a donation to the Shelter, visit www.richardsonanimaluv.org.

Animated videos help Animal
Shelter spread its message
Recent visitors to the Richardson Animal Shelter’s social media
channels might have noticed some new, fun videos that are perfect
for sharing with your friends and family members. The short animated
pieces were created completely in-house by the Citizens Information
Television Division and should help the Shelter’s message reach a
wider audience.
“The videos are only about 60 seconds long each so they are perfect for social media,” said Director of Health Bill Alsup. “We want
to encourage people to adopt their pets from us while also promoting
responsible pet ownership.”
The three videos focus on information you need to know to adopt
a pet. The first video includes information about pet ownership and
questions you need to ask before adopting, while the second video focuses on things you can do to ensure you are a responsible pet owner.
The third video includes ideas of fun things you can do with your pet
in Richardson, such as taking your dog to the Bush Central Barkway
dog park.
The videos can be found on the Animal Shelter’s Facebook (www.
facebook.com/RichardsonAnimalShelter) page and on the City’s
YouTube page, www.youtube.com/richardsoncitv.

Currently the Shelter has 25
caregivers in the program and on
any given week, 1-2 are fostering
pets, which have included dogs,
cats, puppies, kittens, birds, turtles, rabbits, guinea pigs and reptiles. Jammal said the program can
always use more volunteers, because “not all are available when
we start getting full. Fosters have
varying schedules, and some need
a break.” To learn more about the
program, visit www.cor.net/animalservices.

Register a pet, find a pet on Shelter webpage
www.cor.net/animalservices

For more than six years, the
Richardson Animal Shelter has
been a leader among animal
shelters in using technology to
help animals get adopted. With
a multi-faceted website (including an interactive lost and found

page, an adoptable animals page
and a live web cam) plus an active
social media presence, the Shelter
touches hearts worldwide.
In addition to finding pets to
adopt and posting notices of lost
or found animals, visitors to the
Shelter’s webpage can:
• Register pets
• Learn what to do if you find orphaned or injured wildlife
• Learn how to reserve a humane
animal trap
• Find a wish list of items that
can be donated to the Shelter
• Make a financial donation
• Give a unique gift to someone
by purchasing and donating a

•

•

•
•
•

pet bed to the Shelter in their
name
Sign up for iGive.com and
BringPetsHome.com, two ways
to shop online that benefit the
Shelter
Take steps to become an animal
foster parent: download an application and guide book, set up
an orientation
Discover a list of reduced spay/
neuter programs
Download forms to become a
Shelter volunteer
Have fun at the Kids’ Page,
with its printable coloring book
and animal word search puzzles
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Be a “Kindness Ninja” April 7-9
The Altrusa Kindness Ninjas
return April 7-9 for a repeat performance of a “Weekend of Kindness” as members will once again
don their black and white ninja Tshirts and fan out across the city
doing kind deeds.
The “Weekend of Kindness” is
meant to encourage people to pay
it forward, to do something nice for
a friend, family member or complete stranger. Last year’s weekend event was fun and rewarding
as Altursa delivered huge platters
of cookies to all of the city’s first
responders and handcrafted pillow cases for New Beginnings and
Hope’s Door women’s shelters.
This year, Altursa International
of Richardson, Inc., will focus on
both the youngest and the most senior residents in Richardson. Students in the Choose Kind Library
Schools in the city will fashion and
stamp colorful greeting cards with
their own note and/or message to a
senior stating: “Wishing you happy
days full of wisdom and kindness.”
These cards will be delivered to
several senior living complexes on
Saturday and Sunday, April 8-9.

An owl friendship bracelet will be
given to each child who participates.
Altrusa has donated “Choose
Kind” library books to Northrich,
Terrace, Audelia Creek and
Northlake elementary schools.
The books focus on eliminating
bullying and promoting understanding of others with disabilities
or differences.
Altrusans will also make presentations to local charities Hope’s
Door and Mike’s Kids Saturday,
April 8. If you would like to help
or donate to these efforts please
contact@altrusarichardson.com.

Tickets on sale April 1 for
annual Wildflower! Festival
Richardson’s Wildflower! Arts and Music Festival is set for
May 19-21 and features headliners the B-52s, X-Ambassadors, Guster,
Martha Davis and The Motels, The All-American Rejects, Bowling for
Soup, Shooter Jennings, The Outlaws and Ruthie Foster.
Three-day passes go on sale for $65 Monday, April 1, at any Metroplex Tom Thumb store or online through www.wildflowerfestival.com.
The three-day pass will be available for sale until 5:30 p.m., Friday,
May 19. Advance single-day adult tickets will be available April 1 for
$30. The price is $40 for single-day tickets purchased at the gate. Kids
ages 5-12 will be admitted for $5, and admission for kids 4 and under
is free.
Richardson resident discount tickets
Starting April 1, Richardson residents can purchase up to six individual adult tickets per each day of the Festival per household for
only $12 each (not available after Friday, May 19). Go to www.
wildflowerfestival.com/tickets.html to get full details.
Kids admitted free with paid adult Sunday, May 21
Children 12 and under will get in free Sunday, May 21 with a paid
adult ticket courtesy of Amegy Bank.
Watch for additional information and a full entertainment lineup
in the May edition of Richardson Today. You can also get the latest
news and complete Festival information at www.wildflowerfestival.
com and on the Wildflower! Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
wildflowerfestival.

Service hours and hugs await Shelter volunteers
Need service hours? Want
to help your community? Love
spending time with animals but
don’t have the space/schedule to
care for one on your own? Thinking about adopting a pet? Want to
help homeless pets find a forever
home? Or, do you just need some
unbridled, unconditional affection? If you answered yes to any of
those questions, you might want
to consider being a volunteer or
regular visitor at the Richardson
Animal Shelter.
Volunteers, who must be at
least 15 years of age and complete
a free one-hour orientation class,
may walk and groom Shelter animals as well as choose other activities such as feeding, cleaning
cages, cleaning the courtyard, and
washing and sanitizing food bowls.

Visitors may interact with the
animals without training, in the
Shelter’s visitation areas during
normal Shelter operating hours
(child visitors must be accompanied by a parent).
“Any visitor can hug the dogs
and cats and play with them, such
as throwing a Frisbee for a dog,
and we have a library for reading to
them as well,” said Noura Jammal,
Special Projects and Events Supervisor at the Shelter. “Anything
that helps our animals be happy,
healthy, and social helps increase
the adoptability of each animal.”
On-site volunteer classes are
held on the first and third Wednesday of each month beginning at
4:30 p.m. Registration is required;
call the Shelter at 972-744-4480
to sign up. For more information

and to print out required volunteer forms, visit www.cor.net/animalservices. The Shelter is open
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sundays
1 p.m.-5 p.m.

Interfaith Alliance and UT Dallas help
promote multiculturalism in Richardson
The 2015-17 Richardson City
Council Goals emphasize the need
to “increase the sense of community” and to “define, explore, and
enhance multiculturalism within
the community.” Several City initiatives are in place to help meet
these goals, including the nurturing of existing relationships with
community partners such as the
Richardson Interfaith Alliance and
the University of Texas at Dallas.
The Richardson Interfaith Alliance was founded in 2012 with the
purpose of increasing respect of all
faiths through education and increased awareness and coordinating
and enhancing faith-based services
for the betterment of the Richardson community. The group sponsors and/or supports such events
as the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration, the City’s annual
Trash Bash, Feeding Children Everywhere and an interfaith peace
service. Their goal is to promote
understanding, respect, interaction
and unity among the diverse faiths
in the Richardson area. Visit their
website at www.richardsoninterfaith.org for more information.
The UT Dallas Office of Diversity and Community Engagement
(ODCE) strives to fulfill the commitment to embrace, enhance and
celebrate diversity at all levels of
the University and the community
through the efforts of faculty, staff,
students, the executive leadership

and community partnerships. The
ODCE utilizes several programs,
including but not limited to: a
diversity lecture series, diversity
dialogues, a faculty mentoring program, a minority scholar’s program
and the annual Diversity Awards,
which recognize the efforts and
contributions of students, student
organizations, staff, faculty and
community members. This year’s
awards ceremony will be held April
20. For more information, visit
www.utdallas.edu/diversity.
Other City efforts to promote
multiculturalism include:
• Create a community roundtable
event/discussion forum for discussing multicultural concerns,
to be held each summer
• Seek opportunities throughout
the year to support community
events and programs that celebrate multiculturalism

• Create a public space at City
Hall for gatherings that celebrate multiculturalism
• Continue to provide numerous
multicultural programs and language learning opportunities at
the Richardson Public Library
• Offer multicultural classes and
events at the Senior Center
and recreation centers, offered
through the Parks and Recreation Department
• Multicultural outreach and
training by the Police and Fire
departments
• A multicultural focus in the
Cultural Arts Master Plan
The City will continue to work
with other community partners,
including the local school districts
and the Chamber of Commerce,
to further encourage multiculturalism in Richardson.

Property tax valuations should be received in May
Property valuation notices for 2017 should arrive in Richardson mailboxes in May. Homeowners often do not realize
that all city, county and school taxes are based, in part, on
property valuations determined by their central appraisal
district (CAD) office. If owners disagree with the property
valuation, they have the right to protest it with the central
appraisal district office listed on the notice, not the city.
Homeowners residing in Dallas County will receive a
notice in the mail from the Dallas CAD only if their property value increases, the ownership changes, the property
was rendered, or the property had a capped value in the
previous year. However, an appraisal notice will be available on all accounts via the Dallas CAD website, www.
dallascad.org. All homeowners living in the Collin County
portion of Richardson will receive a notice from the CAD
of Collin County whether or not their appraisal changes.
For Richardson residents living in Dallas County, protests and questions should be directed to the Dallas CAD
(2949 N. Stemmons Freeway, Dallas, TX 75247-6195)
at 214-905-9402 or 214-631-0910 or www.dallascad.org.
Residents of Collin County should direct their protests and
questions to the Collin CAD (250 Eldorado Pkwy., McKinney, TX 75069) at 469-742-9200 or www.collincad.org.
The CAD websites contain appraised values, exemption
information, online maps, forms and FAQs.

Written protests must be filed not later than 30 days
after the date of the notice or May 31, whichever is later.
In the past, many taxpayers have lost opportunities to
protest property valuations because they failed to file their
written protest within the deadlines set by the Texas Legislature. If taxpayers disagree with the appraised value or an
exemption status, they should file a written protest with the
appraisal district office immediately. This protest should
identify the property owner, the location of the property in
dispute, and a general statement as to the nature of the protest. The protest must be filed by the deadline date stated
on the valuation notice. If the protest is filed on time, the
Appraisal Review Board (ARB) will hear the case in the
taxpayer’s respective district. The taxpayer will be notified

in writing of the scheduled hearing date, which will be at
least 15 days after the date the notice of hearing is mailed.
The ARBs begin their protest hearings in May and finish in
July. Following their protest hearing property owners will
be mailed an order determining protest from the ARB. The
Board’s decisions can be appealed to the District Court or
settled through binding arbitration.
Property Tax Basics available online
These procedures and all other details about property
valuations are further explained on the Texas Comptroller
of Public Accounts website. The internet link for the page
on Property Tax System Basics can be found at www.cpa.
state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/basics.html.

Senior/disabled property tax exemption increased
In February, the Richardson City Council approved an ordinance that increases the property tax exemption
for disabled and senior citizens from $70,000 to $80,000. Disabled and senior citizen homeowners will see a
tax savings of $500.13, up from $437.61 in fiscal year 2016-17.
Under the City’s Financial Policies, the City Council regularly reviews the property tax exemption for citizens over age 65 and disabled persons with a goal to maintain a tax benefit of approximately 30 percent of the
average home value. The current average senior home value is $229,526, an increase of 13.52 percent from the
prior fiscal year, and the existing $70,000 exemption would not meet the 30 percent goal if values increase as
expected in 2017-18.
The appraisal districts will incorporate the higher amount on notices mailed to qualified residents in May.
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Calendar

Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd. • 972-744-7800

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

Please call 972-744-7800 to RSVP for events that require registration.
April 7, 14

April 18

May 17

UNDERSTANDING MEDICARE
We are offering free monthly educational
classes on Medicare the first Tuesday of
every month from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
and the first Thursday of every month
from 6:30 -7:30 p.m. Sponsored by Mitchell Kuhn with Wisdom Financial. No fee.

AARP TAX ASSISTANCE 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
AARP income tax assistance program is
offered by trained volunteers. Please bring
your 2016 tax return and Social Security
card. No fee.
RICHARDSON COMMUNITY BAND
SPRING CONCERT 7:30 p.m. It is time for
our Spring Concert with the Richardson
Community Band. Enjoy an evening of music
and laughter. Light refreshments will be
served after the concert. No fee.

OUT TO LUNCH The Out to Lunch Bunch
will go to Olive Garden. The van will leave
the Senior Center at 10:30 a.m. Cost is
$1 for transportation. Cost of lunch is on
your own. Call 972-744-7800 to sign up.

Library

Upcoming Trips
Archer City with Rosemary Rumbley—April 29
You will start your day enjoying all the festivities of a small town parade. A guided drive around
Archer City, home of author Larry McMurtry and the “Last Picture Show,” and a visit to his world
famous rare and used book store, along with browsing the downtown square shops, will immerse
you into what makes Archer City a destination request. Rosemary Rumbley’s book review on the
McMurtry classic, “Lonesome Dove,” will entertain you during the motor coach ride. $79.
The Wonders of Waco—June 14-15
Joanna and Chip Gaines’ smash hit “Fixer Upper” has put their Magnolia Center and Silos and
Waco on the map! We will shop and browse at Magnolia Center and visit the Homestead Heritage
Village, the Dr Pepper Museum, the Texas Rangers Museum, the Armstrong Browning Library and
the newest national monument: Waco Mammoth National Monument. A driving tour will take us
through the Baylor University campus, down streets lined with 19th century homes and allow us
to view the historic Suspension Bridge. Price: $368 double occupancy; $428 single.

900 Civic Center Dr. • 972-744-4350

ADULT/GENERAL INTEREST
April 1

April 1

April 3, 10, 17

April 4

April 5

April 8

April 11

April 11

April 12

April 12

April 15

April 16

April 17

April 18

April 18

April 19

April 19

April 20

April 20

April 22

April 25

April 25

April 28-30

DIGITAL DROP-IN
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

FIRST WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “The Optimist’s Daughter” by
Eudora Welty. Call Tamara Golubski at
972-744-4393 for information.

SECOND WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “Between the World and Me”
by Ta-nehesi Coates. Call Janet Vance at
972-744-4352 for information.

WRITERS’ GUILD OF TEXAS
7-8:30 p.m. “How to Plan and Market a
Series Novel” by Brian W. Smith. Basement Program Room. Call 972-744-4376
for information.
COMMUNITY WRITERS’ CRITIQUE
GROUP
7-8:45 p.m. Basement Program Room.
E-mail WGTCritiqueGroup@gmail.com
for more information.
TCHAIKOVSKY: LECTURE AND
PERFORMANCE BY THE RICHARDSON
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA QUARTET
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Basement Program
Room.

DEWEY KNIT
2-4 p.m. First Floor Program Room. Call Jane at
972-744-4355 for information.

INTRO TO INSTAGRAM
10 a.m.-noon. Basement Training Room. Call
972-744-4359 to register.

ADVANCED TINKERCAD CLASS
6:30-8 p.m. Basement Training Room. Registration required. Call 972-744-4359 for more
information.

STORIES FOR THE SECOND HALF OF LIFE
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Presented by Gwen Caldwell. Basement Program Room.

RICHARDSON HISTORICAL AND
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING
Presented by Roger Fortney. 1:30-3 p.m.
Basement Program Room. Call Stacey Davis at
972-744-4350 for information.
FOURTH TUESDAY BOOKBABBLE
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room.
“Tell the Wolves I’m Home” by Carol Rifka Brunt.
Call Janet Vance at 972-744-4352 for information.

AARP TAX ASSISTANCE
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Basement Program Room.

ROMANTIC INTERLUDES BOOK CLUB
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. Call Karen Gibbs at 972-744-4350 for
information.

DIGITAL DROP-IN
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

RCAS MEETING AND DEMONSTRATION
6:30-8:45 p.m. Basement Program Room.
John Pototschnik will speak about oil.
Call Ludmila Pospelova at 972-744-4350 for
information.
REAL READS BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “Avenue of Spies” by Alex Kershaw.
Call Tamara Golubski at 972-744-4393 for
information.

LUNCHTIME LECTURES
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Basement Program
Room. “John Quincy Adams” presented
by Richard Cudlipp. Call Vrena Patrick at
972-744-4376 for information.
LUNCHTIME LECTURES
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Basement Program
Room. “John Quincy Adams” presented
by Richard Cudlipp. Call Vrena Patrick at
972-744-4376 for information.
LIBRARY CLOSED FOR THE EASTER
HOLIDAY
The Library will reopen April 17.

THIRD WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “H is for Hawk” by Helen
Macdonald. Call Tamara Golubski at 972744-4393 for information.
BORN TO READ EARLY LITERACY
PARENT WORKSHOP
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Basement Program
Room.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE
10 a.m.-5 p.m. on April 28 and 29, 2-5 p.m.
on April 30. Basement Program Room.

CHILDREN/YOUTH
Please call 972-744-4358 for more information.
April 4, 25

April 8

April 13

April 15

April 16

April 27

CAMP WRITE-IN
6:30-7:30 p.m. Ages 10-17. Basement Program Room.
Registration required.

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD MEETING AND MOVIE,
“FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM”
2:30-4:45 p.m. Basement Program Room.

PAGE TO STAGE POETRY WRITING WORKSHOP
2-3 p.m. Basement Program Room. Registration required.
Call 972-744-4358 for more information.

LIBRARY CLOSED FOR THE EASTER HOLIDAY
The Library will reopen April 17.

RALC murder mystery fundraiser set for April 1
The Richardson Adult Literacy Center’s annual
murder mystery fundraiser will be held Saturday, April
1 at the Richardson Public Library. It’s a fun interactive “whodunit” performance featuring community
leaders and professional actors, with attendees working in teams to solve the “crime.” The event will also
feature a silent auction.
The guest actors for this year include Bill Sproull,
Richardson Chamber of Commerce President; Clayton Oliphint, lead pastor at First United Methodist
Church Richardson; Brenda Payne, Richardson ISD
Assistant Superintendent-Elementary; and Greg Kish,
attorney at Kish, Manktelow & Bailey.
Doors open at 7 p.m. with the play beginning at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $50 each and include hors
d’oeuvres, desserts and drinks. Tickets may be purchased online at www.ralc.org/murder-mystery. If you
prefer to pay with a check, send the check to RALC,
PO Box 835936, Richardson, TX 75083. If paying

by check, please e-mail director@ralc.org to let the
RALC know to expect the check.

A NOVEL IDEA TEEN BOOK CLUB
6-7 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “Under a Painted
Sky” by Stacey Lee.
COOKIES AND COLORING
3:30-5:30 p.m. First Floor Program Room.

RTC presents “Death by Design”
The Richardson Theatre Centre presents “Death by Design”
through April 2.
What happens when you mix
the brilliant wit of Noel Coward
with the intricate plotting of Agatha Christie? Edward Bennett,
a playwright, and his wife Sorel
Bennett, an actress, flee London and head to Cookham after
a disastrous opening night. But
various guests arrive unexpectedly—a conservative politician,
a fiery socialist, a nearsighted ingénue, a zany modern dancer—
each with a long-held secret.
When one of the guests is murdered, it’s left to Bridgit, the

feisty Irish maid with a macabre
interest in homicide, to solve the
crime.
The RTC is partially sponsored by the Richardson Cultural
Arts Commission. Performances
take place at 518 W. Arapaho Rd., Suite 113. Shows are
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Fridays
and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 2 p.m. Thursday
and Sunday performances are
$20, while Friday and Saturday performances are $22. Visit
www.richardsontheatrecentre.
net or call 972-699-1130 for
more information.
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Eisemann Center Presents is fun for all ages
The 2016-17 Eisemann Center
Presents season continues with
four performances and entertainment for all ages.
Visit www.eisemanncenter.
com for ticket information, or call
972-744-4650. Groups of 10 or
more qualify for ticket discounts
by calling Group Sales at 972744-4657.

Taj Express
Taj Express
7 p.m. April 9
Tickets $44-$65
Taj Express explodes with the
sounds of India and Bollywood,
capturing the vibrant, expressive
spirit of the world of Bollywood
movies that have been entertaining billions of people in India for
generations. Through a fusion of
film, dance and music, this dazzling international sensation will

Elephant & Piggie’s
“We Are in a Play!”
2:30 p.m. April 30
Tickets $13-$23

take audiences on a live cinematic
journey through modern Indian
culture and society. The production is a high-energy celebration
of India’s new pop music, Bollywood culture and deep traditions
featuring colorful costumes, joyful
dance and thrilling live music.
Jeffrey Siegel’s
Keyboard Conversations®
7:30 p.m. April 17
Tickets $28-$34
Jeffrey Siegel presents “Virtuoso Variations,” complete with
stunning, wondrously imaginative
variations on famous melodies
including the music of Mendelssohn, Beethoven, Liszt and Chopin. There will be a post-concert
reception celebrating the 30th
Anniversary Season for new and
existing subscribers.
Jeffrey Siegel’s Keyboard Conversations ® are concerts with
broad, popular appeal and lively
commentary, making the music
more accessible and meaningful
for all. Each piece is performed in
its entirety and there is a question
and answer session following the
concert. Gain a whole new perspective and enrich your life with
great music! If you’re a newcomer

Greater Tuna

Jeffrey Siegel
to classical music, you’ll be captivated to hear Siegel talk about the
great composers’ lives and illustrate musical themes from each
featured work. If you’re a seasoned
listener, you’ll delight in Siegel’s
fresh and intriguing insights into
the music and be thrilled by his
virtuoso performances.
Greater Tuna
8 p.m. April 21-22
2 p.m. April 22
Tickets $29-$58
Greater Tuna is a hilarious and
irreverent comedy about Texas’

Richardson Woman’s Club plans tea, golf tourney
The Richardson Woman’s Club (RWC) has two
upcoming events, Tea Time with Chico’s April 20 and
the club’s 10th Annual Golf Tournament, May 5 at
Sherrill Park Golf Course.
Tea Time with Chico’s is the RWC’s spring fundraiser. The event will be held at the Richardson
Woman’s Club, 2005 North Cliffe Dr. Doors open at
2 p.m. Guests will be seated at tables for eight and
will be served a traditional tea menu of sandwiches,
scones and sweets, accompanied by the RWC Signature Blend tea from the Cultured Cup. The event
benefits the philanthropy of the Richardson Woman’s Club Charitable Foundation, including grants to
many community organizations and scholarships to
RISD high school seniors.
For more information, contact Sandy Cook at
sacook@sbcglobal.net. To reserve a seat, send a $35
check (payable to RWC) to Sandy Cook, 3831 Turtle
Creek Blvd., #22-E, Dallas, TX 75219. Please indicate the names of those wanting to be seated together.
The 10th Annual RWC Golf Tournament is Friday,
May 5, at Sherrill Park Golf Course. Golfers have a
shotgun start at 1 p.m. on Course 1. Sherrill Park is
located at 2001 E. Lookout Dr.
This year’s festivities will include 18-20 teams,
with lunch and dinner provided for the golfers and
their guests. The event starts with check-in and registration at 11 a.m. and features a 30-minute pro
clinic at 11:30 a.m. for those that wish to brush up
on their skills. Fun activities include a silent auction,
hole sponsors, a hole-in-one contest and longest drive

Elephant & Piggie

Eisemann Center
2351 Performance Dr.

For tickets visit www.eisemanncenter.com
or call the Ticket Office at 972-744-4650
Vocal Majority Spring Show
(2 p.m. April 1-2 and 8 p.m. April 1. $15-$53.
Visit www.vocalmajority.com.)
Richardson Symphony Orchestra “Stars of the RSO”
(8 p.m. April 8. $15-$87. Visit www.richardsonsymphony.org.)
KJ Dance—The Giving Gala
(1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. April 9. $15-$35.)
SFA Wind Ensemble
(7 p.m. April 11. $12-$17.)
The 10th Annual Richardson Woman’s Club Golf
Tournament will take place May 5 on Course 1 at
Sherrill Park Golf Course.
competition, to name a few. Beer, wine and margaritas will also be available. Trophy plaques will be given
to the first, second and third place winners at 6 p.m.,
at which time dinner from Silver Fox will be served.
The event benefits the philanthropy of the Richardson Woman’s Club Charitable Foundation for Student Scholarships for RISD high school seniors.
For further information and/or registration, contact
Ginger Tonne, Golf Event Chair, at 469-323-8510 or
gtonne1@verizon.net. Prospective players can also
visit the Richardson Woman’s Club website at www.
rwctx.org. Also, please note that this year fees for the
tournament can be paid online through PayPal.

Repertory Company Theatre presents “Oklahoma!”
Repertory Company Theatre
continues its 2016-17 season with
the classic musical, “Oklahoma!”
April 21-30 at the Promenade
Theatre.
“Oklahoma!” was the first collaboration between Rodgers and
Hammerstein II and it reinvented the musical theater genre. It
pushed boundaries and created
new theatrical devices. The play
was the first to introduce a dream
ballet, and because of their agreed
upon writing structure, the lyrics

third smallest town, where the Lion’s club is too liberal and Patsy
Cline never dies. The eclectic
band of Tuna citizens—men,
women, children and animals
alike—are portrayed by three
performers, making this satire on
life in rural America both crazy
and delightful. Called “a good
ol’ down-home laugh-out-loud
fest” by DC Metro Theater Arts,
Greater Tuna has enjoyed worldwide success, including long-running engagements both on and
Off-Broadway, at the White
House in Washington, D.C., on
Late Night with David Letterman
and as an HBO special. The show
is cast and directed by creator Jaston Williams.

In Mo Willem’s children’s stories, Elephant Gerald and Piggie
are best friends! In “We Are in
a Play!” the two friends sing and
dance their way through pachydermal peril and swiney suspense—
facing fundamental questions
like, what do you wear to a fancy
pool costume party? Should you
share your ice cream? And how
can two friends play with one toy?
Backed by nutty back-up singers,
The Squirrelles, the duo even gets
the audience involved in the action. This production is part of
the Methodist Richardson Family
Theatre Series and is presented
by Kennedy Center Theater for
Young Audiences on Tour.

were written before the music,
allowing them to cohesively fuse
song with story.
The Repertory Company Theatre is partially sponsored by the
Richardson Cultural Arts Commission. Performances are held
at the Promenade Theatre, 650
N. Coit Rd. Showtimes are 7:30
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, and
2 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $25
for adults and $15 for youth. Visit
www.rcttheatre.com or call 972690-5029 for tickets.

www.ArtsInRichardson.com

100 Days of Trump
(7 p.m. April 18. $19-$135.)
Baylor President’s Concert
(7:30 p.m. April 20. $20.)
ShahryaR—Mystical Romance
(8 p.m. April 21. $50-$60.)

Coming up at the Civic Center
Texas Stamp Dealers
April 7-8
www.tsdastamps.com
Dallas Record Show
April 8
www.dallasrecordshow.com
2016-17 Texas
Super Regional
Yoga Championship
April 22
www.usayoga.org

411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, Texas 75080
www.cor.net/civiccenter
Accommodates groups
from 10-750
Call us! 972-744-4090

Each Friday, the Richardson Chamber of Commerce’s Shop/Dine Richardson program sends subscribers dining offers plus information
and offers from local shopping outlets and professional services.
Shop/Dine Richardson is meant to provide more visibility to Richardson businesses and encourage subscribers to shop locally. You
may sign up for the Shop/Dine Richardson weekly e-mail by going to
www.richardsonchamber.com/shop.
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April 15 Trash Bash to provide several recycling options
This year’s Trash Bash will be held Saturday, April 15 and the City will again join forces with the Keep Texas Beautiful program. Trash Bash is a citywide cleanup effort to rid Richardson streets, parks and waterways of litter. Residents and groups may register online at www.cor.net/trashbash for areas to de-litter. The
event will also provide several recycling opportunities. There will be educational booths and refreshments inside City Hall, and outside there will also be activities
for everyone. The following provides a description of what will be available at this year’s Trash Bash and drop off locations.
City Hall parking lot—9 a.m.-1 p.m.
•
•
•
•

Electronic recycling, document shredding has moved!!

Residential cooking oil/grease disposal
Book drive (books, magazines, CDs, DVDs)
Free bags of Texas Pure Compost
Clothing and shoe drive (clothing should be gently used and washed, place in plastic
bags/sacks, no trash bags please)

City Hall After Party—11 a.m.-1 p.m.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Environmental education fair
Free recycling bags for Richardson residents
Refreshments
Free seed packets
City vehicles on display
Mobile pet adoption trailer with adoptable animals from the Animal Shelter

Richardson Square Mall—9 a.m.-1 p.m.
The Richardson Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association (RCPAAA) is sponsoring
the electronics recycling and document shredding event at the Richardson Square Mall
parking lot (see map below).
Acceptable electronics for recycling include: personal and home electronics, home office equipment and automobile electronics. CRT TVs or computer monitors CANNOT
be accepted. Flat screen monitors and televisions are OK.
NO hazardous waste items will be accepted. This includes, but is not limited to, batteries, paint, cleaners and fluorescent bulbs. You may visit the Richardson website at
www.cor.net/hhw for more information on hazardous waste disposal.
Personal shredding will be limited to what can fit into a car. Your documents will be destroyed on site, safely and securely by a commercial shredding company. There is no charge
to drop off your unwanted electronic items and personal shredding for recycling, but donations are encouraged for the RCPAAA, a 501(c)(3) tax deductible charitable organization.
For more information, call 972-656-9636 or visit www.rcpaaa.org.

For additional information or questions, please visit www.cor.net/trashbash, e-mail TrashBash@cor.gov or call 972-744-4076.

Clean out your medicine cabinets April 29
The Richardson Police Department will hold a prescription drug
take back event Saturday, April 29
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Bring your
unused or expired pharmaceuticals for disposal to the drop off
location at the Police Station outside of the main entrance at 140
N. Greenville Ave.
All solid dosage pharmaceutical products and liquids in consumer containers will be accepted.

Liquid products, such as cough
syrup, should remain sealed in
their original container. The depositor should ensure that the cap
is tightly sealed to prevent leakage.
Intravenous solutions, injectables and syringes will not be accepted due to the potential hazard
posed by blood-borne pathogens.
For more information, contact
the Richardson Police Department Crime Prevention Unit at

972-744-4955 or visit the DEA
National Take Back website at
www.dea.gov/index.shtml.

Help keep stormwater free of contaminants
The City of Richardson actively works to minimize
negative environmental impacts and contamination of
creeks and streams through the Stormwater Management Program. Water flowing from lawns, sidewalks
and streets will collect contaminants that contribute
significantly to the pollution of our waterways.
“Many of us don’t think that everyday activities—
mowing and fertilizing the lawn, walking your dog
and changing motor oil—can do any harm to the environment, but it all adds up,” said Richardson Environmental Health Manager Janice Tower. “Unlike
a home’s sanitary sewers, the storm drains empty directly to the city waterways, without any treatment or
filtering.”

Stormwater video

Freddy the frog will show you some things you
can do to help keep the environment healthy.
Go to www.cor.net/stormwater.

She said common pollutants that can harm fish,
birds and other aquatic animals include engine fluids,
lawn chemicals, trash and even grass clippings.
In Richardson and more than 30 other Metroplex
cities, markers reading “This Drain for Rain, Flows to
Creek, Don’t Dump” placed next to storm drain inlets
serve as a reminder to residents to reduce pollution.
Tower said there are simple ways people can prevent water pollution:
• Don’t allow dirt, leaves, or grass clippings to accumulate on your driveway, sidewalk, or in the street.
Never dump yard waste into a storm drain.
• Follow directions carefully when applying fertilizers and pesticides. Do not over-apply. Sweep driveways and sidewalks—don’t hose them off.
• Never use the storm drain for disposing of engine
fluids, lawn chemicals, paints or trash.
• Keep your car engine in good repair to prevent oil
and antifreeze from collecting on streets and parking lots.
• Consider using a commercial car wash to clean your
vehicle. Don’t allow detergents, dirt and grease to
wash into the storm drains.
• Pick up pet waste and dispose of it properly in trash
containers.
“These aren’t hard things to remember to do, but
they can go a long way toward keeping our waterways
clean,” Tower said.
Visit www.cor.net/stormwater to read more about
water quality, or contact the City of Richardson
Health Department at 972-744-4080 for more information.

Animal Shelter to hold annual
rabies vaccination clinic May 6
The Richardson Animal Shelter will host a low-cost rabies
vaccination clinic Saturday, May
6 from 1-3 p.m. at the Animal
Shelter, 1330 Columbia Dr.
The cost is $5 for altered pets
and $10 for unaltered pets and
includes a 2017 City registration. Please have dogs leashed
and cats contained. For more
information, call 972-744-4480.

Water conservation programs
Texas SmartScape Event
Saturday, April 22—9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Richardson Home Depot, 2220 N. Coit Rd.
Free
Member cities of the Texas SmartScape program and Home Depot
have partnered to offer select varieties of low water use plants that
thrive in the Texas heat. You will also have the opportunity to talk with
a master gardener, plant expert or irrigation specialist and get ideas
and tips for landscaping in North Texas. For more information, please
contact info@txsmartscape.com or visit www.txsmartscape.com.
Shade Gardening
Texas A&M Water University Class
Tuesday, April 25—6:30-8:30 p.m.
Richardson Service Center, 1260 Columbia Dr.
Free
Shaded out? Do you have areas in your landscape where nothing
grows because there is not enough sunlight? Come learn a new way to
landscape for the shade. Registration is required at http://dallas.tamu.
edu/courses.

Fire Station 6 offers blue bags April 1
Fire Station 6 will offer blue recycling bags for purchase Saturday, April 1 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The 30-gallon bags are sold in rolls for $3.50 for residents, or $4 for
non-residents. Blue bag letters are honored at this location as well. Credit and debit cards are accepted.
Fire Station 6 offers the bags on the first Saturday of
every month. The station is located at 3591 Park Vista Rd.
For more information, call 972-744-4111.
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www.cor.net/parks
Featured artist Chris Vance

Parks & Recreation
NOW HIRING!

The Parks and Recreation Department is looking for enthusiastic people to join its team! This is shaping up to be a busy year, and there
will be a need for the following part-time and seasonal jobs:
• Pool Managers/Assistant Managers
• Lifeguards
• Swim Instructors/Team Coaches
• Gymnastics Instructors

MAY
6
&7
COTTONWOOD PARK

240 ARTISTS • LIVE MUSIC
HANDS-ON KIDS AREA
FOOD COURT• CRAFT BEER GARDEN

RICHARDSON, TEXAS

Saturday: 10a-7p
Sunday: 10a-5p

FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING

THERE’S AN ART TO HAVING FUN!
COTTONWOODARTFESTIVAL.COM

Paws 4 Spring Pet Day
featuring the Pet Pawrade
Hosted by

Sunday, April 30
1-4 p.m.
Huffhines Park Gazebo
Pet Pawrade begins at 3 p.m.
RichardsonAnimaLuv

Hourly pay rates are highly competitive. Applications may be filled
out online at www.cor.net/jobs. Call 972-744-7855 for information
on camp jobs, 972-744-7892 for aquatic jobs, and 972-744-7860 for
gymnastics jobs.

City nature challenge is April 14-18
Join Texas Parks & Wildlife and many others in a fun challenge to
see which city can document the most plant and animal species from
April 14-18. It is easy to participate by using the iNaturalist app. With
the app, you take a picture of a plant or animal and the community
will help identify the species. Any observation in the greater metropolitan area of each city will count. You can participate by exploring
the life in your backyard, in your local park or on a field trip with your
local naturalist group.
In Richardson, Urban Wildlife Biologist Sam Kieschnick will host a
bioblitz from 9 a.m.-noon Friday, April 14, at Breckinridge Park. Participants should meet in the second parking lot at 3404 Moroney Dr. If
you can not join the bioblitz, your observations between April 14-18
will still be counted.
Download the free iNaturalist app from the Apple App store or
Google Play, and join this friendly, fun competition. Learn more about
a bioblitz on the iNaturalist website, www.inaturalist.org. For more
information, contact Community Events Manager Suzanne Etman at
suzanne.etman@cor.gov.

Urban Naturalist

All proceeds beneﬁt Richardson Animal Shelter

www.RichardsonAnimaLuv.org

• Recreation Support Technicians
• Cashiers
• Day Camp Counselors/Directors

Trophies • Prizes • Concessions • Balloon Artist
Bounce House • Nail Clipping • Microchipping • DJ

2017 STUDENT ART CONTEST
andy warhol

The upcoming schedule of Urban Naturalist contains four walks at
Breckinridge Park and the Spring Creek Nature Area. Walks are $5 for
adults 18 and older plus $2 for nonresidents. Preregister by calling
Heights Recreation Center (972-744-7850) or Huffhines Recreation
Center (972-744-7881) or going to www.cor.net/parksonline.
No drinking fountains or restrooms are available in the areas
where these walks take place, so plan accordingly. Feel free to bring
water bottles, snacks, notebooks, binoculars or cameras. Long pants
and sturdy shoes are recommended. Walks are limited to 25 participants; children are encouraged to attend but must be accompanied
by an adult.
Please meet at the south parking lot at 3404 Moroney Dr. for the
April 22 Geology walk at Breckinridge Park. For the April 8 and May
13 Spring Creek Nature Area walks, park along Braeburn Drive adjacent to Foxboro Park. The group will meet along Braeburn Drive and
then take the paved trail that travels underneath Plano Road and into
the south end of the Spring Creek Nature Area. For the April 1 walk,
participants should park on the street near the Eisemann Center and
meet at the intersection where Central Trail crosses Lookout Drive at
the south end of Galatyn Woodland Preserve Park.
Natural History of the Spring Creek Nature Area
Saturday, April 1, 8:30-10:30 a.m., 25 participants, Course Number: 94665
Edible, Medicinal and Useful Plants of North Texas (Spring Creek
Nature Area)
Saturday, April 8, 8:30-10:30 a.m., 25 participants, Course Number: 94666
Geology of Breckinridge Park
Saturday, April 22, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 25 participants, Course Number: 94667
Plant Ecology and Plant Succession in Spring Creek Nature Area
Saturday, May 13, 8:30-10:30 a.m., 25 participants, Course Number: 94668
For full course descriptions, visit www.cor.net/parksonline.

Huffhines Tennis Center
With yourself as the subject, draw, paint or create a collage portrait in the
style of pop artist Andy Warhol. Warhol used bright, bold, block color in his
POPular work that made him a very famous artist. Have fun! All entries must be
received by April 24. Visit www.wildflowerfestival.com for more information.

---------------------------------------------The contest is open to all
students in kindergarten-6th
grade.
Wildflower! will provide 12”
square white poster boards.
All entries must be designed
on these poster boards
ONLY so they are uniform
in size and will fit our display walls at the Festival.
Use colored pencils,
crayons, markers or paints

to cover your whole poster
board with lots of detail and
color.
Securely attach your entry
form on the back of the
poster board.
Ribbons will be awarded to
1st, 2nd, 3rd and Honorable
Mention in EACH grade
level.
Ribbon winner names and
their artwork will be posted
on the Wildflower! website
by May 12.

Winning artwork will be
displayed in the Kidz Korner
throughout the Festival
weekend, May 19-21.
Entries must be picked up
from the Community Events
Office the week of May 30June 2.
For more information,
or where to pick up an
entry poster board, e-mail
Suzanne.Etman@cor.gov or
call 972-744-4584.
www.WildflowerFestival.com

With 10 lighted courts, a fully stocked pro shop and private and
semi-private lessons, the Huffhines Tennis Center has what you need.
Lessons for juniors and adults are available in group or one-onone settings. Group lessons are available in three-week blocks, and
private lessons with the tennis pros are available in 30-minute or
one-hour blocks.
Huffhines Tennis Center is located in the southeast corner of
Huffhines Park. Court fees are $3 per person for 1 1/2 hours. Reservations may be made by calling 972-744-7870 one day in advance. Preference is given to Richardson residents if numerous
reservation requests are received. For more information, visit
www.cor.net/tennis.

Sherrill Park Golf Course

The Sherrill Park Ladies Golf League is open to women with golf
experience. Members play Tuesday mornings from March to October.
For information, contact Nancy Stubbs (972-669-8909) or Kathy Hill
(214-803-2166).
To schedule tee times or private lessons, contact the Pro Shop at
972-234-1416 or visit www.sherrillparkgolf.com. Sherrill Park is located at 2201 E. Lookout Dr. in Richardson.
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Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd.

972-744-7800

All activities listed on pages 10-11 take place at the Richardson Senior Center unless otherwise noted.
Additional Senior Center related activities can be found on page 6. Call 972-744-7800 for more information.
Hours of Operation: Mon., Tue., Thurs., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.—Wed. and Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.—Sat., 1-5 p.m.
Special Events and Trip Information

Special events and trip information can be found
on page 6 of this publication.

Classes
For all classes, unless otherwise noted, you may pay online at www.cor.net/parksonline,
by phone with a credit card or in
person with a credit card, check or
cash.
Technology Help Desk
Instructor Ed Sanders is offering
assistance for any Windows or Android portable device (cell phone,
smartphone, laptop or reader) or
any solution accessible via the
device and the internet (e-mail,
Facebook, website maintenance,
photography, application usage
and install/removal). This is a great
opportunity to resolve your technology challenge and increase your
knowledge. Assistance is available
the fourth Saturday of every other
month. Help is available from 2-4
p.m. Next session is May 27. No
fee.

Learn the Right Way
to Sell your Treasures
Are you thinking of downsizing?
This class will show you how to
present items for sale on various
online list sites that do not involve
shipping and handling or fees.
Bring your laptop with you and
let’s get started. Next class is April
25 from 7-9 p.m. Cost is $20 with
membership; $23 without. Please
register at the Senior Center or
call 972-744-7800 to register with
a credit card.
iPhone and iPad 101
This is a beginner’s class to learn
the basics of the iPhone and iPad.
Bring your iPhone/iPad to class
Saturday, April 15 from 3-4 p.m.
Cost is $49 with Senior Center
membership, $52 without.
iPhone and iPad 102
This class will cover how to use
functions and applications of your
iPhone/iPad. Bring your iPhone/
iPad to class Saturday, April 15
from 4-5 p.m. Cost is $49 with
Senior Center membership, $52
without.
Twitter for Beginners
Learn how to get started with
Twitter, the online news and social
networking service. This class will
cover how to sign up, set up your
Twitter account, keep up with the
news and currents events, follow
and unfollow people, and more.
Bring your smartphone, tablet or
laptop to class. Class is held the
third Saturday of the month from
2-3 p.m. Next class is May 20.
Cost is $49 with Senior Center
membership, $52 without.
Beginner Square Dance
Classes held Tuesdays from 7-9
p.m. Cost is $75 per person with
Senior Center membership, $78
without.

Plus Square Dance
Dance the first, third and fifth
Mondays from 7-9 p.m. Cost is
$50 per dancer per quarter with
membership, $53 without; $10
drop-in fee with membership or
$13 drop-in fee without.
Learn to Ride with Uber
This class will cover Uber transportation, its cost, where it is
available, safety, how to request
the service and how to request
food delivery. You will also learn
about other transportation services
available through Uber. Next class
is April 1 from 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Cost is $10 with membership; $13
without. Please bring your iPhone
or Android smartphone to class.
Ukulele Players
Attention all ukulele enthusiasts
and potential ukulele players. Let’s
get together to play, share songs
and techniques. All levels of players are welcome. Thursday nights,
7-9 p.m. No fee. Senior Center
membership required.
Great Family Storytelling 1.0
L.E. Taylor, author of “Elgan and
Grace—A Twentieth Century
Saga,” believes “everyone has a
story to tell.” This workshop will
stimulate and strengthen the brain
through personal recall of life experiences. You do have your own
story to tell and the joy of sharing
your story with others. Next session is TBA (call 972-744-7800),
1-3 p.m. Cost is $80 with membership.
Oil and Acrylic Painting
Joanna Clifton provides oil painting instruction the first Thursday
of each month from 1-4 p.m. Beginner and intermediate levels of
painters are encouraged to attend.
Cost is $80 for four classes with a
membership.
Fun with Oils
A new session of oil painting
classes begins the first Thursday
of each month from noon-4 p.m.
Instructor Andrew Wages has 20
years of experience teaching and
has painted for 50 years. Cost
for the class is $85 a month with
membership.
“Color My World”
Come join in the newest craze,
coloring for adults. Coloring is
reintroducing art as an important
component of health and wellness.
Color pens, crayons and pictures
will be provided or bring your own.
A table will be set up with coloring supplies every Thursday from
1-4 p.m. for visiting and coloring.
A multi-generational table is available for you to enjoy the fun of
coloring with your grandchildren.
No fee.
Watercolor
Renata Sharman will offer watercolor classes for beginners.
Students will learn the basics of
materials, tools and techniques
of watercolor. Intermediate and
advanced self-paced students are
welcome. Classes are held Tuesdays for four consecutive weeks
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. New session
starts April 4. Cost is $80 with
membership or $22 per class.
Please call 972-744-7800 for the
class supply list.

The Richardson Senior Center welcomes adults ages 55 and older. This facility is especially
designed for senior enjoyment, and the staff looks forward to the opportunity to provide an atmosphere of enrichment and fellowship.
Unfortunately, the Center is not licensed to provide the services of an Adult Care facility. So,
for the benefit of all patrons, the Center requires that all participants take full responsibility of
their own physical care and hygiene. Those patrons needing assistance, or who lack the ability to
navigate a wheelchair or walker independently, are welcome to be accompanied by a caregiver or
an assistant. Your understanding and cooperation is appreciated.
AARP
“Smart Driver” Program
Anyone 50 years and older may attend. The completion certificate
is used for automobile insurance
premium reductions. Please check
with your insurance company for
percentage of reduction. The certificate does not qualify for a traffic citation dismissal. Cost is $15
for AARP members and $20 for
non-members. Reservations may
be made by calling 972-744-7800.
Please pay the instructor at the
time of the class. Classes are held
at the Richardson Senior Center.
April 7

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

April 21

6-10 p.m.

Crochet
Classes are taught Thursdays from
2:15-4:15 p.m. The price is $5 per
class. For new students, please
bring a #J or #H crochet hook and
a skein of four-ply yarn.
Pocket Billiards Class
Ted Swanson offers individually
scheduled two-hour classes Saturdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Each class
has a two student maximum. Beginner to advanced skill levels are
welcome. Register before day of
class or call 972-744-7800. Cost is
$10 per person/per class.
Quilt Essentials
Learn the art of hand piecing and
quilting as well as sewing machine
piecing and quilting. Beginner and
experienced quilters welcome.
Class meets Tuesdays from 10
a.m.-8:30 p.m. Cost for beginners
and first-time students is $35 per
month and for advanced students
is $15 per month with a membership. Free buddy-sewing time is
from 8-10 a.m. Tuesdays. Darlene
Martin is the instructor.
ABC Quilting
Students will learn basic appliqué
techniques to build their skills and
tabletop basting will be taught. A
large standing basting frame will
be available for those who have
constructed quilt tops and need to
pin, thread baste or tie their quilts.
Hand piecers are welcome in this
class, as are other quilters needing
extra time to “catch up” on their
quilt tops. Class meets every Monday from 2-6 p.m. Cost for the
class is $16 a month with membership. Jan Eby is the instructor.
Bridge Lessons
Learn how to play Party Bridge
Wednesdays from 2-4 p.m. Call
972-744-7800 for next five-week
session. Cost is $50 with membership; $53 without.
Adult Piano Lessons
Dr. Margaret Mulvey Claiborne
offers piano lessons to adults 55
and older on a monthly basis. Cost
is $85 with membership. Call 972744-7800 for an appointment.
NEW!! Beginner
Conversational Spanish
Exercise your brain and learn a
new language. This eight-week
class session will start May 18 from
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost is $52
with Senior Center membership.

Conversational Spanish
Brush up on your Spanish skills
by joining our intermediate Spanish class. Some knowledge of the
Spanish language is required. The
next eight-week class session begins
May 18 from 1-2 p.m. Cost is $48
with membership.
NEW!!
Conversational French
This beginner class provides a
solid introduction to the French
culture and language. Instructor,
Serge Schragin has taught ESL at
Richland College and high school
French for 11 years. He is a current member of Alliance Francaise
de Dallas and the American Association of Teachers of French.
Conversational French is a beginner’s level class, although those
who would like to refresh their
speaking skills are welcome. This
eight-week session will start April
10. Class time is 1-2 p.m. Cost is
$48.

Programs
AARP Richardson Chapter
The Richardson AARP Chapter
#1651 meets the third Monday of
the month at 1 p.m. at the Senior
Center. All are welcome.
Senior Table Tennis
Players who love the game are invited to play Tuesday and Thursday
from 7-9 p.m. and Saturday from
1-4:45 p.m.
Pool Tournaments
Pool tournaments are every Friday
at 1 p.m. with registration beginning at 12:30 p.m. Due to Friday
pool tournaments, open play is
from 3:30-5 p.m. only.
Shuffleboard
Shuffleboard is available for play
during regular Senior Center hours.
Tennis League
Richardson’s Huffhines Tennis
Center offers times exclusive to
seniors. The senior men’s group
plays Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 8 a.m.-noon. The
ladies group plays Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m.-noon. A
3.0 (intermediate skill level) is required for both men and women
players. Lessons are available to
help players achieve this level. For
information, call 972-744-7870.
Senior Golf League
The Richardson Senior Golf
League is open to men and women
55 years or older playing at all skill
levels. The members are divided
evenly into four flights. All play is
at Sherrill Park on Monday mornings with a shotgun start. The
league is for the enjoyment of golf,
and several league rules have been
adapted to speed up play and increase the pleasure of the game.
Please contact Alan Tanowitz,
president, at 972-231-6882 or Jim
White, treasurer, at 972-234-6167.

Senior Bowling League
The Roadrunner Bowling League is
a great way to meet new people and
exercise at the same time. We have
openings for regular members and
subs for the 2016-17 season. For
more information, contact Richard
Steffen-Pres., 972-865-9613.
AARP Tax Aid Program
Through April 14
10 a.m.-4 p.m.—No Fee
AARP’s income tax assistance program is through April 14. Volunteers trained by AARP will be here
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. every Friday
to assist you with your income tax
preparation.*Please bring your Social Security card and a copy of
2016 tax return.
Richardson Public Library
The Richardson Public Library
provides the Richardson Senior
Center with books on CD and
large-print books.
Tatting
Tatting is an ancient art of making
lace with a shuttle and string using only one stitch. We meet every Tuesday from 3:30-8 p.m. and
have supplies for you to start. Free
and open to all ages.
Happy Birthday Party
We celebrate birthdays that are in
the seasons of SPRING, SUMMER, FALL or WINTER. Cake
and punch is served at 1 p.m. The
next celebration is June 26 at 1
p.m. for birthdays in June, July and
August.
Bingo
Next bingo is April 20 at 2 p.m.
Needleworks
Bring your needlework and join us
for a day of friendship and handcrafts. We meet Tuesdays from 10
a.m.-2 p.m.
Sing-A-Long
Come and sing your favorite melodies at our sing-a-long at 1 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month.
The Richardson Red Hatters
The Richardson Red Hatters welcome all women to put on their
red hats and have some fun. Next
meeting is May 1 at 11:30 a.m.
Please bring a sack lunch or you
may purchase a lunch from the Senior Center’s concession.
Photography Club
If photography is your hobby or
you just love to take pictures, how
about joining a photography club
to share ideas and know-how? You
do not need professional equipment, just the love of capturing a
moment. Meetings are held on the
first Thursday of every month, 7-9
p.m. No fee.
Mental Aerobics
Riddles, word games, puzzles, trivia and a general mental playground
will help keep your brain activity sharp. We have a large room
and welcome drop-ins who enjoy
thinking activities that require no
study, memorization, practice or
stress. Mondays at 10 a.m.
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Scrabble Club
Come join us Wednesdays from
noon-4 p.m. to meet new friends,
exercise your mind and have a fun
time playing scrabble. Those 16
and over are welcome to participate. Ages 12-15 must be accompanied with an adult.
Let’s Play “42”
Regular “42” games are scheduled
Thursday afternoons from 12:304 p.m. at the Richardson Senior
Center. New players welcome.
Emeritus Plus 50 Program
at Richland College
Explore lifelong learning with
classes at Richland College for
ages 50 and over. If you are 65
years or over and live in Dallas
County, you may be eligible for
FREE classes. Day, evening and
Saturday classes are available.
Call 972-238-6972 or visit www.
richlandcollege.edu/emeritus.
Chess Club
The chess club meets Thursday
nights from 6-9 p.m. Youth and
adults of all playing strengths are
welcome. The club activities include Swiss Tournaments, Opening
Theme matches and video matches. Call the Senior Center at 972744-7800 for more information.

Services
City of Richardson
Transportation Service
Transportation is offered to Richardson residents ages 55 and
over. The City’s van service operates Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Persons may ride
anywhere within the city limits of
Richardson for 25 cents each way.
For general transportation, we begin taking reservations on Friday
at 8:30 a.m., prior to the week you
need service. For doctor’s appointments, we begin taking reservations at 3 p.m. Thursday. Call 972744-7805 for reservations.
Texas Reelers Square Dance
The Texas Reelers Square Dance
Club sponsors square and round
dancing the first and third Friday of every month from 7:30-10
p.m. Like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheTexasReelersSquareDance. Admission is $7.
Rebel Rousers
Square Dance
The Rebel Rousers Square Dance
Club hosts a square dance the third
Saturday of each month from 7:3010:30 p.m. Fee is $7 per person.
The Richardson
Senior Dance
The calendar lists the dates for
this month’s ballroom dances.
April 1

Doc Gibbs

April 8

Jim Baker

April 22

Tommy Chandler

April 29

Bobby G. Band

Dances begin at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, 820 W. Arapaho Rd.,
and end at 9:30 p.m. Dances are
$5 per person. Light refreshments
are served.
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“Be Informed and
Be Prepared”
May 24 and May 26
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Altrusa International of Richardson, Inc. will sponsor a “Be Informed and Be Prepared” seminar
at the Senior Center May 24 and
May 26 during Older American
Month. The Richardson Fire and
Police Departments and the Office of Emergency Management
and Homeland Security will be
at the Senior Center to distribute
information on their emergency
preparedness programs. The
Vial of Life, the Lock Box and
SNAP programs all are designed
to keep us prepared in case of
an emergency. Assistance with
registration for programs will be
provided. You will also have the
opportunity to adopt a pet from
the Richardson Animal Shelter.
The Seniors’ Net
The NETWORK of Community
Ministries Seniors’ Net program
provides a variety of services to
help seniors in the community
remain independent and in their
own homes for as long as possible.
Programs include: handyman program, senior informational seminars, Loaves of Love, home delivered groceries, medical equipment
and holiday baskets. The “Loaves
of Love” program has expanded!
Seniors residing within the Richardson ISD may shop for free
loaves of bread at the NETWORK
offices located at 741 S. Sherman
St. in Richardson. The program is
open Thursdays and Fridays from
9-11 a.m. Call 972-234-8880.
Medical Nutrition Therapy
Medical Nutrition Therapy includes nutritional assessment,
one-on-one counseling and group
counseling provided by a registered dietician. If you are a diabetic, have a chronic kidney disease or
have had a kidney transplant within the last three years and receive
Medicare Part B, you are eligible to
participate in the program. Medicare Part B covers the cost of the
Medical Nutrition Therapy Services. Sessions will be at the Senior
Center. For more information on
registering, call Lindsay Morren
with the Dallas Area Agency on
Aging, 214-954-4280.
Understanding Medicare:
Your Questions Answered
We are offering free monthly educational classes on the ABCDs of
Medicare. You will learn when and
how to apply; what is covered and
what is not; which is right for you;
Advantage versus Supplemental
plans; Part D drug plans and the
three common mistakes that could
cost you thousands; how to compare plans and prices, and more.
You will be updated on the changes
in both Social Security and Medicare. Bring your questions and stay
informed. Classes are held the first
Tuesday of the month, 11:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. and the first Thursday of
the month, 6:30-7:30 p.m. No fee.

What is a Reverse Mortgage?
April 20—10 a.m.—No Fee
Melody Adams, with NRL Mortgage, will discuss issues that are
relevant when deciding if a reverse
mortgage is right for you. Q&A to
follow presentation.
Hearing Screening
Zounds Hearing of North Texas
will offer free hearing screenings
and check hearing aids the first
Friday of each month from 1:303 p.m. Call 972-744-7800 for appointment.
Benefits Counseling
The Dallas Area Agency on Aging is able to assist with questions
about eligibility requirements for
Medicare, Medicaid, SSI and other public health benefits. Please
call 972-744-7800 to schedule an
appointment for April 7.
Blood Pressure Checks
Free blood pressure screenings are
available Wednesdays from 9-11
a.m. at the Senior Center.
Chair Massage
Lavona Kirtley, our chair massage
therapist, offers chair massage on
Tuesday mornings. Call 972-7447800 to make your appointment.
First Richardson Helpers
First Richardson Helpers (FRH)
is staffed by senior volunteers
who provide minor home maintenance and repair service to seniors. Basic services include installation of bathroom grab bars
and outdoor hand rails, repair of
dripping faucets, running toilets
and minor electrical problems as
well as maintenance items such
as caulking, light bulb and A/C
filter replacement. In addition,
FRH provides assistance with
code enforcement issues. To request service, call the 24-hour hotline at 972-996-0160 or online at
www.firstrichardsonhelpers.org.
Click on “Request for Services.”
The Memory Café
The Senior Center hosts a new
free program called “The Memory
Café” that is designed for both
those who suffer from Alzheimer’s/
dementia and their family/friends.
Participants will be able to socialize, share concerns/ideas and learn
more about the issues facing those
with memory loss and dementia.
It is held the first Thursday of the
month from 10-11 a.m. The next
meeting is April 6.
RSVP Volunteer Program
Are you looking for a way to give
back to your community? Why not
become a volunteer for the “Richardson Rowdies?” If you are age 55
or older, you are invited to become
a Rowdies volunteer. The Rowdies volunteer at various nonprofits throughout Dallas County and
Collin County helping with mail
outs, assembling “goodie bags”
and other light tasks. The Rowdies
meet at the Richardson Senior
Center. Transportation is provided
by RSVP to and from the volunteer locations. For more information on how to become involved,
call Shannon McElvany-Ballard at
214-525-6167.

Dance Classes at the Senior Center
Class
Day
Time
Adv. Line Dance
Mon.
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Beg. Line Dance
Tues.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Int. Line Dance
Tues.
10:45-11:45 a.m.
Int./Adv. Ballroom
Wed.
2-4 p.m.
			
			
Group Ballroom
Fri.
3-4 p.m.
			
Private Ballroom
Appointment		

Fee
$3
$11/Month
$2
$50 Couple/Month
$25 Single/Month or
$10 per class
$10 Couple
$5 Single
$40

Instructor
Aubrey
Halvorson
Halvorson
Faris
Faris
Faris

Volunteer Opportunities
Call Beth at 972-744-7810 for
various volunteer opportunities at
the Senior Center.
NEW!! B.A.S.I.C.S
for Healthy Living
Body Awareness Support (to)
Improve Cognitive Skills
As we age, the connection between our minds and bodies can
become less direct than when we
were younger; the time between
thought and action increases, and
control of our bodies decreases.
This class is designed to improve
body awareness and motor control that can also improve cognitive skills. Class is held Tuesdays,
12:15-1 p.m. Cost is $10 a month.

Fitness
Private Trainer
How is Your Balance?
This personalized fitness program
is designed to help increase cardiovascular endurance, strength,
flexibility and balance. All sessions
are held in a private room. Fee is
$60 a session with a six-session
commitment ($90 each session for
couples). Call 972-744-7800 to
make your appointment with personal trainer Elaine Hosage. She
has her certifications in special
population (older adult) and general population from the Cooper
Institute.
Fit for Life—Beginning
Strength Training Class
Strength training that works all
muscle groups. Two classes offered: first Monday of month,
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., four weeks;
first Wednesday of month, 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m., four weeks. Cost
is $25 for four weeks or $7 per
class. Cooper Institute certified
personal trainer Elaine Hosage is
the instructor.
Fit for Life—Intermediate
Strength Training Class
Classes for this next level of fitness begin the first Monday of the
month from 1-2 p.m. and the first
Wednesday from 10-11 a.m. for
four weeks. Cost is $25 for four
weeks or $7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer
Elaine Hosage is the instructor.
Stretch and Strengthen
This class is designed for men
and women of all fitness levels.
You will regain or improve muscle
tone, balance and flexibility. Wear
comfortable loose-fitting clothing.
Classes are Wednesdays from 1011 a.m. Cost is $4 per class.
Hatha Yoga for All Ages
Bharati Amin instructs classes every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9:30-11 a.m. and Tuesday
and Thursday evenings from 5:306:45 p.m. Cost is $5 with membership.
Aerobic Exercise
Renate Racher teaches exercise
class Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15-9:15 a.m. Cost is
$2 with a membership.

Tai Chi for All Ages
Philip Russell teaches this fun and
energizing way to better health.
The cost is $7 per class with membership. Classes are Mondays
from 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Chair Yoga
Chair yoga is a gentle form of yoga
that is practiced while sitting in
a chair. It helps with flexibility,
breathing, relaxation and overall
physical fitness without the difficulty of getting down or up from
the floor. Class is held Mondays
at 9 a.m. Cost is $6 per class with
membership.
Pilates Class
Learn the basics of mat Pilates.
Class meets every Monday from
10-11 a.m. Beginners as well as
those with more experience are
welcome. This class is done on
the floor with a mat. Strengthen
your core muscles to help improve
posture, reduce lower backaches
and gain balance. Cost is $5 per
class and is for all ages and fitness
levels. Call 972-744-7800 for next
start date.
Water Aerobic Classes
Classes meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday at J.J. Pearce High
School Natatorium located at
1600 N. Coit Rd. Class is held
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Cost for the
class is $30 a month or $40 for a
10-class punch card (three month
expiration). For more information,
call the information line at 972744-7813 or the Richardson Senior Center at 972-744-7800.
Pickleball
The Richardson Senior Center
pickleball instruction and play is
offered every Friday at Huffhines
Recreation Center, 200 N. Plano
Rd., 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost is $8 a
month (refunds not available) plus
Senior Center membership or
$3 per lesson plus Senior Center
membership. (Richardson resident
Senior Center only membership
cost is a one-time fee of $5. Nonresident Senior Center only membership is $15 a year.) Instructor
is David Wilmot. If you would like
more information call 972-7447800.

Games
Canasta
Thur. and Fri. 9:30 a.m.
Pinochle
Mon., Tue., Wed., 9:30 a.m.
Duplicate Bridge
Wednesday and Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Party Bridge
Friday, 10 a.m. If you are interested in taking bridge lessons, please
call 972-744-7800.
Bunco
Friday, 12:30 p.m.
Scrabble
Saturday, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, noon-4:30 p.m.
Cribbage
Tuesday, 10 a.m.
Mah Jongg
Wed. and Thur. 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Many other games such as Chess,
Skip-bo, Rummi-Cubes, Dominos
and “42” are played by our patrons.

Robin’s Nest Craft Store
For those special gifts, shop at the Robin’s Nest
Craft Store inside the Senior Center. Our senior consignment shop is open Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and is located inside the
Senior Center at 820 W. Arapaho Rd. Stop by,
browse and admire the handmade crafts that are
for sale. Open to the public.
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Selection Announced for 2017 Richardson Reads One Book
The Richardson Reads One Book
featured title for 2017 is “Sing for
Your Life: A Story of Race, Music,
and Family” by Daniel Bergner.
The announcement kicking off
the 2017 community reading
program was made at an event
held at the Richardson Library
March 28 for an audience including donors and friends of the program, city dignitaries and program partners.
Bergner is a journalist who has written several other
acclaimed books including “God of the Rodeo” and
“In the Land of Magic Soldiers.” Bergner’s “Sing for
Your Life” grew out of a magazine article that he
wrote six years ago for the New York Times Magazine.
Bergner’s assignment was to write about the finalists
for a vocal contest sponsored by the Metropolitan
Opera of New York to identify new talent. Ryan Green
was the only finalist who didn’t respond to Bergner’s
request for some personal background information.
As it turned out, Green’s story was THE story that
Bergner most wanted to tell.
Ryan Speedo Green didn’t follow the usual path
to success as an opera singer. He wasn’t white like
most opera singers. He didn’t have years of intensive
musical training or experience in the rarefied world
of professional opera. Green once lived in a shack
across the street from drug dealers and listened to
almost constant gunshots. He spent time in a juvenile psychiatric detention center for threatening his
mother’s life. He grew up in a home filled with violence and despair. Thanks to two things—his own
strong will to change the direction of his life and
the encouragement of two teachers who believed
in him—today, Green performs in the most prestigious opera houses in Europe and has realized his
boyhood dream to perform at the Met.

A review from Library Journal called Bergner’s book
“a masterly crafted and
unique portrait . . . this
highly recommended narrative is also about a man
who conquers his personal
demons and limitations to
break racial barriers in one
of the oldest cultural institutions in the world.” The
New York Times published
a rave review stating, “this
is a story that captures that
most inexplicable thing—
the human will itself.”

Tchaikovsky
Lecture and performance by

Richardson Symphony Orchestra Quartet
Tuesday, April 25
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
All ages invited
Basement Program Room
Who was Tchaikovsky? Find out at this lecture, followed by a RSO string
quartet performing his compositions written during the late-Romantic period.
Bring your lunch, enjoy a mid-day concert with refreshments.
Daniel Bergner, author

Stories for the Second Half of Life
Storyteller Gwen Caldwell

The goal of Richardson
Reads One Book is to build
bonds between readers
and promote community
understanding through
discussion of the important
themes in a single book. For
the next six months, Richardson will become one
giant book club through discussions held in personal
book clubs, and community discussions held at the
Library and other venues. The Richardson Library has
many copies of the book available for check out. Special programs to enhance the experience of reading
“Sing for Your Life” will also take place throughout
the summer. The highlight of the 2017 RROB program will be Bergner presenting a free public lecture on “Sing for Your Life” at Richardson High School
Sept. 26.
For complete information on the RROB program and
a continually updated calendar of events, go to the
website http://onebook.cor.net or call 972-744-4350.
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Listen as Gwen Caldwell presents inspirational
stories and personal tales to awaken your imagination through the art of storytelling.

Tuesday, April 18
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Adults and Teens • Basement Program Room
You are welcome to bring your lunch. Registration not required.
Call 972-744-4376 for more information.

Intro to

Saturday, April 22,
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Basement Program Room

Build your child’s pre-literacy skills
using books, songs, manipulatives
and activities that emphasize the
basics of Every Child Ready to
Read. Make and take projects are
included! Parents with children up
to 5 are welcome. Register by calling 972-744-4358 or stop by the
Youth Services Help Desk.

poetry workshop
3D Printing & Tinkercad Class
For ages 13 and up

Registration required
Laptop provided

Advanced Level:
Build On Your 3D Design Skills
Wednesday, April 12
6:30-8 p.m.

Basement Training Room
Call 972-744-4359 to register and for more information.

972-744-4350

Saturday, April 8
10 a.m.-noon
Adults and Teens
Basement Training Room

a teen book club
for ages 13-18

Basement Program Room
Required registration open now

Wake up the writer and spoken work artist in you! Try
a variety of poetry styles at
an interactive workshop for
poets in grades 3 and up.

Learn the basics of this popular
smartphone photo-sharing app.
Set up an account, find friends,
apply filters, take and share photos.

Call 972-744-4359 to register
and for more information.

Saturday, April 8
2-3 p.m.

haiku
integrating voice
spine poetry
drama

Hands-On Class

Cookies & Coloring
Yummy for all ages!

Thursday, April 27
3:30-5:30 p.m.
1st Floor Program Room
No registration required.

Do you have a story, script or poem that
you’re itching to put on paper?
Join Camp Write-In for ages 10-17!
Part 1: Tuesday, April 4, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Part 2: Tuesday, April 25, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Basement Program Room
Register by calling 972-744-4358.

John Quincy Adams
Presented by Richard Cudlipp

Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
April 4, 11
Adults and Teens
Basement Program Room

Lunchtime Lecture
You are welcome to bring your lunch.
Call 972-744-4376 for more information.

Free screening for
ages 13-18
Saturday, April 15
2:30-4:45 p.m.
Basement Program Room
Rated
PG-13

Read this month’s
book club selection,
“Under a Painted Sky”
by Stacey Lee, and
join the discussion!
Thursday, April 13
6-7 p.m.
2nd Floor Conference Room

