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Sewer Lines Checked
By Using Smoke
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A smoke leak detection process will be used to check for
sewer line leaks in Richardson neighborhoods.
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Groundbreaking held for Spring Valley Road project
One of Richardson’s major traffic corridors is getting a facelift. Work
has begun on the Spring Valley Road Rehab Project, which includes
replacing two bridges, repairing the road and sidewalks, intersection
improvements and traffic signal upgrades that integrate with the City’s
Intelligent Transportation System.
The work is being paid for through a joint partnership between Richardson, Dallas County, the City of Dallas and the North Central Texas
Council of Governments. It will take place on Spring Valley Road from
Coit Road to Weatherred/Goldmark Drive.
Spring Valley Road is a critical part of the city of Richardson and city
of Dallas Master Thoroughfare Plan. The section under construction is
located in Richardson’s West Spring Valley Corridor, which is one of six
focal areas for redevelopment.
“We have been waiting for this work a long while and are excited to
celebrate the beginning of this project,” Richardson Mayor Paul Voelker
said at the groundbreaking ceremony held in June. “This project is a great
example of partners working together to create something that will benefit not only the residents of Richardson and Dallas, but also the 33,000
commuters that travel this roadway every work day.”

The project is in line with the Richardson City Council’s initiative of
reinvesting in the city’s key infrastructure. More than three times the
amount of money for repairs and replacements is being spent this fiscal
year compared to four years ago.
Construction of the project is planned for completion in the fall of
2018.

Representatives from the city of Richardson, Dallas County and
the city of Dallas officially broke ground on the Spring Valley Road
project last month.

RFD Receives
AHA Lifeline® Award
Page 8

Conceptual rendering of bridges on Spring Valley Road

Map shows the location and scope of work on Spring Valley Road

The Richardson Fire Department was recently awarded
the American Heart Association’s Mission: Lifeline® EMS
Gold Award.

Chamber helps to facilitate
TWC job training grants

Chamber supports education

Inclusive Playground
Receives Donations
Page 8
The City received donations
toward its goal to build an inclusive playground at Cottonwood Park.

The Richardson Chamber of
Commerce is widely known for
promoting local businesses, but
it also plays a role in connecting
those businesses with opportunities to train and educate their employees.
The City’s economic development partnership with the Richardson Chamber of Commerce
has helped two local companies
connect with the Texas Workfoce
Commission (TWC) and Richland
College, enabling them to utilize
education grants totaling more
than $2.5 million.
Within the last three months
the TWC has awarded Richland
College two Skills Development
Fund Grants to provide training for
employees who work at RealPage
Inc. and Associa.
RealPage, a leading provider
of on-demand software and software-enabled services to the rental
housing industry, will utilize a
$1.32 million grant awarded in
April to train 700 current and future employees in specialized and
emerging information technologies.

In May, the TWC also awarded
Richland College a Skills Development Fund Grant in the amount
of $707,696 to train employees
from Richardson-based Associa,
a leading community association
management firm. It is the second
TWC grant in three years given for
a Richland-Associa collaboration.
In 2014, TWC awarded Richland
almost $500,000 to train 222 new
Associa hires and 700 incumbent
Associa employees.
The new grant will provide
training for more than 500 employees from North Texas region,
including its Client Shared Services Center, home office and
local management affiliate. The
resources will be used to expand
Associa’s employee education programs and specific job training that
will advance employees’ skills.
Through their membership in
the Richardson Economic Development Partnership, the City and
Richland College have collaborated numerous times over the
past 20+ years for job skills development.

The Texas Workforce Commission presents a check for $707,696
for Associa employee training by Richland College.

Alliance Architects, Inc. of Richardson exposes high school students to all facets of their business by participating in RISD internship programs.
The Richardson Chamber of
Commerce will be reaching out to
RISD students as young as age 12
thanks to a new vision developed
by the Chamber’s Education and
Workforce Committee.
The Committee, chaired by
representatives from State Farm,
UT Dallas and RISD, plans to create educational initiatives in 201718 that focus on seventh graders,
an age “where students are just
starting to make decisions about
their future,” according to Camille
Garcia, Public Affairs Senior Manager at State Farm and the Committee’s lead tri-chair.
“We want to create opportunities for the students to connect
with businesses,” said Garcia, “so
they can say, ‘I definitely want to
do this in the future,’ or ‘I definitely
don’t want to do that in the future.’
Students are often exposed to only
a very narrow range of careers, and
we want to show them more.”
Garcia said it’s an exciting shift
in focus for the Committee toward
more strategic goals and future-fo-

cused goals in creating a “pipeline
of educated, skilled workers …
we want to elevate the discourse
about what it means to support
education.”
The opportunities for seventh
graders being discussed include
hosting a district-wide career day
in January as well as facilitating
individual internships with area
businesses.
To coincide with this concept,
the Education and Workforce
Committee’s goals also include
recognizing people in the community and in the Chamber who are
already leading the way in supporting education, and helping business leaders realize that they can
assist education no matter what
the size of their business.
“What Methodist Richardson
has done, by opening their campus to high school students, is
amazing, but we know that not
every business can dedicate such
resources,” explained Garcia.
. . . continued on page 5
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Budget workshop open to public, broadcast live
The City Council’s annual budget workshop is scheduled for July 17-18. The meetings will start at
6 p.m. each day and will be held at City Hall in the Richardson Room. The budget workshop is open
to the public.

Broadcast Schedule
•
•
•
•
•

2017-18 Budget Information

Broadcast live July 17 and 18 at 6 p.m.
Spectrum channel 16
AT&T U-Verse channel 99
Streamed live at www.cor.net/budget
Replays broadcast Saturdays and
Sundays at 6 p.m. through Aug. 6

•
•
•
•

Budget work session—Aug. 14
Public hearing—Aug. 21
Public hearing—Aug. 28
2017-18 Budget adoption—Sept. 11

All budget meetings are open to the public and will be held at City Hall. For updated information
on the 2017-18 budget, visit www.cor.net/budget.

Summer water conservation plan in effect
No lawn watering between 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

JULY 2017

TWICE-PER-WEEK WATERING:

SUN MON TUE

Lawn irrigation is prohibited from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
or during periods of rain.
Water Wednesday and Sunday
for odd numbered addresses
(ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9)

WED THU

FRI

SAT

1

Water Tuesday and Saturday
for even numbered addresses
(ending in 2, 4, 6, 8, 0)

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

972-744-4220—www.cor.net/waterconservation
Mayor elected to NCTCOG executive board

Paul Voelker

Richardson Mayor Paul Voelker
has been elected to the North
Central Texas Council of Government’s (NCTCOG) Executive
Board. The 18-member Executive Board is the policy-making
body for NCTCOG, which serves
a 16 county region in North Central Texas and has more than 230
member governments with a population of 6.3 million.
Mayor Voelker is in his second
term as Richardson’s mayor. Prior
to serving as mayor, he served as

Place 5 City Council Member
from 2013-15. While serving as
mayor, he has testified in front of
the Texas Department of Transportation about regional transportation issues and served as a strong
advocate for Dallas Area Rapid
Transit and regional passenger
rail service. He also serves as the
President of the Metroplex Mayors
Association and is a past Chairman
of the Board for the Richardson
Chamber of Commerce.

Richardson is known in the
Metroplex as a business-friendly
community. In addition to being
one of the region’s major employment centers, Richardson has
been dubbed the International
Business Capital of North Texas
by the Texas Legislature.
Our reputation as a good place
to do business is due in large part
to the Richardson Economic Development Partnership (REDP),
an alliance between the City and
the Richardson Chamber of Commerce formed in 1984. The REDP
not only helps promote Richardson
to companies who may not be familiar with what we have to offer,
it also helps attract new businesses
and retain the ones we have.
Since the mid-1950s, telecommunications companies have had
a strong presence in Richardson.
Companies such as Texas Instruments, Collins Radio and MCI
laid the groundwork that led to the
US 75 corridor being dubbed the
Telecom Corridor® area in 1992.
During the past 20 years we
have done much to diversify our
economy, attracting major employers focused in other areas in order
to ensure stability during economic swings. While the Telecom
Corridor® moniker is here to stay,
we are working to expand in other
areas to stabilize our economy.
One new industry example is our
becoming a major hub for insurance companies. In addition to the
10,000 employees State Farm has
at CityLine, BlueCross BlueShield
of Texas has its headquarters in
our city and GEICO and UnitedHealthcare have large corporate
campuses here.
The Richardson Chamber of
Commerce has been a tremendous
partner and helped us reach our

Mayor
Paul Voelker

paul.voelker@cor.gov

economic goals, while also helping
shape public policy in a way that
is not only business friendly, but
also beneficial to Richardson. The
fine work the Chamber performs
was recently recognized when the
International Economic Development Council (IEDC) named
the REDP as one of only 58 Accredited Economic Development
Organizations (AEDO). Originally
accredited in 2013, the REDP was
reaccredited by IEDC following
three successful years of activity
as an AEDO member.
We have a lot to be proud of
in Richardson and I thank you for
your role and support in making
our community thrive.
Sincerely,

Paul Voelker
Mayor

New hours for recycle drop-off center
beginning July 1, hours will be 7 a.m.-9 p.m. every day
Richardson’s recycle drop-off center at the
Westside Pump Station, 107 N. Cottonwood
Dr., will be open 7 a.m.-9 p.m. seven days a
week beginning July 1.
The drop-off center accepts the following
items:
• plastics, #1-7, empty and clean
• aluminum, steel and tin, empty and clean
• glass bottles and containers, empty and clean

•
•
•
•
•

newspapers and mixed papers
wax coated paper and drink containers
plastic packaging, bags
cardboard, boxboard
pots and pans
Items that are not accepted include:
• phone books, paper towels and tissue paper
• food, grease, wet waste, yard clippings
• Styrofoam, chip bags and frozen food bags

Mayor Pro Tem
Mark Solomon
Place 2

Council Member
Bob Dubey
Place 1

Council Member
Scott Dunn
Place 3

Council Member
Mabel Simpson
Place 4

Council Member
Marta Gómez Frey
Place 5

Council Member
Steve Mitchell
Place 6

mark.solomon@cor.gov

bob.dubey@cor.gov

scott.dunn@cor.gov

July Fourth holiday sanitation schedule
and recycle make-up days
Due to the July Fourth holiday, there will be NO solid waste pick
up, special pick up, or recycling pick up Tuesday, July 4. The
table below shows the recycle make-up day.

mabel.simpson@cor.gov

Recycle collection day affected by holiday

Make-up day

Tuesday, July 4

Wednesday, July 5

City facilities schedule for July Fourth holiday
Facility

Closing dates/times

City Hall/Civic Center, Municipal Court,
Library, Animal Shelter

Closed Tuesday, July 4

Huffhines Recreation Center
Heights Recreation Center, Senior Center
Gymnastics Center

Closed Tuesday, July 4

Sherrill Park Golf Course

Open

Tennis Center

8 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday, July 4

marta.frey@cor.gov

steve.mitchell@cor.gov

Contact the City Council

Richardson City Council
411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, TX 75080

972-744-4203
www.cor.net/council

About City Council Meetings

Richardson City Council meetings (second and fourth Mondays of each month at
7 p.m.) and work sessions (Mondays at 6 p.m.) are open to the public, and citizens
are welcome to attend. Each meeting’s agenda is posted at City Hall on a bulletin
board at the west end of the building and can be found on the City website, www.
cor.net.
The agenda is posted on Friday evening prior to the Monday night meeting. You
may request a copy of the agenda or more information by calling the City Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4292.
City Council meetings and work sessions are broadcast live on the City’s website at www.cor.net and on the City’s cable TV channel on Spectrum (channel
16) and AT&T U-Verse (channel 99). Taped replays of the meetings are also available on the website within 24 hours.
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Women in Leadership
encourages, inspires and
develops women as they grow
into their roles as business
leaders in the community. The group hosts quarterly luncheons
aimed at building leaders and networking events designed to
broaden business contacts. $35 member,
$55 nonmember.

Richardson EDGE Awards Luncheon
The next Economic Development, Growth and Expansion
luncheon is Nov. 10. Each year, REDP, the Chamber and the
Richardson Rotary Clubs recognize Richardson companies
and organizations that have achieved extraordinary success
and/or made a significant investment in Richardson. $45 for
member, $55 nonmember.

Richardson Chamber

Leadership Richardson
Leadership Richardson is a unique
opportunity for participants to enhance their personal and organizational leadership as they relate to
community trusteeship. The ninemonth program explores all aspects
of the community, including arts
and culture, business and economic
development, local government,
health care, public education, public
safety, and social services.

Business Network

A group meets every Wednesday
morning from 7:15-8:30 a.m. at the
Holiday Inn, 1655 N. Central Expy.
Format moves between networking
with attendee commercials,
business topic roundtable
discussions, a speaker series and
Leadership Richardson XXXII group presenting a skit.
road trips to Chamber member
Health and Wellness Expo
locations. Free for members.
Guests are $5 except on “Bring The Chamber annually hosts a free Health and Wellness Expo at the
a guest for free” weeks.
Richardson Civic Center with title sponsor Methodist Richardson Medical
Center. Attendees may explore local
An after-hours networking
health options with health and wellness
event is hosted by a
professionals. Free health screenings
Richardson Chamber
are available as well as healthy food
of Commerce member.
samples from local restaurants.
Held 10-12 times a year
Richardson Young Professionals
at different locations on
the third Thursday and free and
RYP is a professional development
open to the public.
program that provides a network

Ambassador Club members are liaisons who
serve as the face of the Chamber. They represent,
promote and encourage participation in the
Chamber, while maintaining contact with new
and current members. They also serve as greeters
at various Chamber networking functions.

for young-minded professionals
in the Richardson community
through collaborative partnership
opportunities in leadership and business development. Membership offers
professional development workshops, monthly after-hours events and
quarterly community service projects. $25 a year.
h ANNUAL
28t

Growth and Mobility Luncheons
Luncheons are held at the
Chamber the third Wednesday,
every other month beginning
in January, and focus on current
economic development activities
in Richardson and transportation
issues impacting the city and the
surrounding area. Chamber
members and special
guests; $15.

GO

LF CL ASSIC

Golf Tournament
The 28th annual Golf Classic is Oct. 3 at Canyon
Creek Country Club. Some of the biggest
business deals and job offers are made on the
golf course. The Chamber Golf Classic helps
you connect with current and potential clients,
suppliers, employees and employers.

Brown Bag Lunch
Bring your lunch and the Chamber provides the
refreshments and an opportunity to become
engaged and network with fellow members.
Hear a high-impact presentation and take part in
an interesting discussion at the Chamber offices.
$5 member, $20 nonmember; 8-9 times a year.
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REDP helps to attract
and retain businesses

Mayor’s Office of International Business
builds relationships with foreign companies

State Farm campus at the CityLine development
One of the most familiar attributes to a metropolitan city is its skyline. You can tell many cities instantly by spotting the outline of buildings such as Reunion Tower in Dallas, the Space Needle in Seattle or
the Empire State Building in New York.
Of course, suburban skylines are more noticeable and nostalgic for
the people who live there, and Richardson has the Richardson Economic Development Partnership (REDP) to thank for the skyline that
has become familiar to people who call this community home.
The REDP is a joint initiative between the City of Richardson and
the Richardson Chamber of Commerce. Since its inception in 1984,
the REDP has helped attract and retain businesses, increased the
number of jobs in the city and promoted Richardson as a top-quality
place to do business.
The REDP has had a part in some of the biggest economic development projects in recent years. These projects include bringing in
State Farm and retaining the corporate headquarters for BlueCross
BlueShield of Texas. In its recent annual briefing to the City Council,
the REDP reported finalizing 20 expansion and relocation projects in
the city resulting in the occupancy of 513,000 square feet of office
space. The three largest projects were the relocation of Aprima Medical Software and Applied Concepts Inc., as well as the expansion of
Qorvo. These deals contributed to the 2,002 jobs announced, retained
or created by the REDP in 2016. In total, four new companies moved
to Richardson last year.
In addition to the projects that take the city vertical, the REDP also
focuses on community revitalization. Those efforts attracted the Metroplex’s first Alamo Drafthouse Cinema to Richardson, which served
as a catalyst to the revival of the Heights Shopping Center. Through
the REDP, the Chamber also formed a task force last year to study the
area of east Richardson roughly bordered by East Campbell Road to
the north, North Greenville Avenue to the west, Apollo Road to the
south and North Plano Road to the east. The taskforce collected feedback from property owners and stakeholders in the 1,000-acre area and
plans to identify priority action items and develop an implementation
strategy in 2017.
For some Texas towns, the water tower is the most notable landmark. In others, it may be a sign on a hill or even a smoke stack. As
home to the Telecom Corridor® area, Richardson’s skyline has developed over the decades to include symbols of technological innovation
and leading large corporate services, partly made possible thanks to
the economic development efforts of Richardson’s partnership with
the Chamber of Commerce.
For more information, visit www.telecomcorridor.com.

Mayor Paul Voelker and Mike Skelton visit with a delegation from Changsha County, China.
Over the last several years the
City of Richardson has had more
than a dozen international companies establish offices within its
borders, bringing the current total
to 62. In fact, in recognition of
having a large percentage of foreign- based companies in our city,
the Texas Legislature has designated Richardson as the International Business Capital of North
Texas. This prestigious designation
is supported by the Mayor’s Office
of International Business, established in 2011 by the Richardson
Economic Development Partnership with Mike Skelton as the office’s director.
The Mayor’s Office of International Business is designed to
attract even more direct, inbound
investment to Richardson from
international businesses, support
Richardson-based businesses’ international commerce activities,
and open new international markets and opportunities for Richardson businesses and innovators.
“Our goal is to create a lasting impression of Richardson as a
business-friendly location for international companies,” Skelton said.
“I am in the relationship-building
business and these international
deals don’t happen overnight. It
is all about selling to people why
Richardson is important and what
we can offer them.”

Skelton has spent the last six
years building a network of ambassadors to promote Richardson
in other countries and has taken
numerous international trips to
try and bring business to the city.
“Friendly City” agreements have
been reached with Pengzhou in
China’s Sichuan province and
Changsha County in the Hunan
province. A delegation from
Changsha County visited Richardson this past February. He has also
developed collaborative economic
development memorandums of
understanding with Provence Promotion in Marseille, France and
Reading U.K. CIC in Reading,
England.
In 2016, the office was involved
in 25 international delegation visits
and meeting with foreign dignitaries that included 164 foreign visitors. A business development trip
to Asia allowed Skelton to participate in a TexasOne delegation visit
to Japan with 30 executives.
In January of this year, Skelton
attended the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas to meet
with foreign technology companies
attending the conference, including the French Tech organization
he has been working with in southern France (Marseille to Nice). As
a result of last year’s trip to Japan,
a delegation from the Small-Medium-Enterprise Support Japan
office visited Richardson in May

to discuss creating a relationship
with the Mayor’s Office of International Business to assist their
member companies that are looking to expand their business to the
U.S. and use Richardson as a softlanding location.
In June, Skelton attended the
SelectUSA Investment Summit in
Washington, D.C. along with Bill
Sproull, CEO of the Richardson
Chamber of Commerce. This is
the fourth year for the event, and
Skelton has attended each one. Select USA attracts 3,000 attendees,
including more than 1,000 foreign
companies looking to invest in the
U.S. through business expansion,
acquisition or partnerships. Skelton scheduled more than a dozen
meetings with foreign company executives whose companies fit the
profile of the type of company that
would be a good addition to the
Richardson business community.
Skelton and Sproull will be
traveling back to Japan this month
to meet with prospects looking to
expand to the U.S. market and to
meet with headquarters executives
of Japanese companies with offices
in Richardson to thank them for
their investment in our community. A trip to the U.K. and France
is being planned for mid-September this year in conjunction with
a scheduled delegation visit there
organized by the Dallas Regional
Chamber.

Benchmark of Excellence: The Importance of Accreditation

Amanda Rockow
Vice President
for Public Affairs
University of Texas at Dallas
Not unlike accreditation status
for a college or university, economic development organizations
(EDO) abide by an industry standard that recognizes professional
excellence, called the Accredited
Economic Development Organization (AEDO) created by the International Economic Development
Council (IEDC).
Most communities have an
EDO that exists to promote pri-

vate-sector investments that bring
jobs, build the tax base and as an
end result, enrich the community. In Richardson, we have the
Richardson Economic Development Partnership (REDP), a joint
initiative of the City of Richardson and Richardson Chamber of
Commerce, which is dedicated
to building a vibrant and thriving
local economy by attracting new
investments and jobs through purposeful marketing and recruitment
efforts, and by working with existing employers.
Due to the extraordinary efforts
of our staff, in 2013, the REDP
was recognized as an AEDO by the
IEDC, becoming the first North
Texas economic development
entity to earn this prestigious accreditation. Earning this accreditation reaffirms to the community
and prospects that the REDP has
attained a measure of excellence,
assuring that their trust is wellplaced and their business is in
good hands.

Just last month, Richardson
again earned this prestigious national recognition, sustaining its
distinctive status as one of few
communities nationally with both
an accredited economic development organization and a five-star
chamber of commerce.
Receiving reaccreditation is a
powerful testament to how the
REDP continues to make Richardson strong by helping attract and
retain world-class businesses, particularly those in our core sectors
of technology, financial services
and health care. Additionally, the
REDP realizes both internal and
external benefits by maintaining

this status, including heightened
recognition as a leading EDO and
differentiation from competitors.
Among other factors contributing to the reaccreditation, the
IEDC noted the REDP’s focused
recruitment efforts that helped
Richardson land three of North
Texas’ 10 largest office leases of
2015: RealPage, GEICO and
Frontier Communications. In
2014, the REDP launched the
first North Texas Economic Gardening program to support small
businesses in Richardson, and to
date, 15 companies have successfully completed the program. Additionally, since 2013, the REDP has

reduced the vacancy rate in Richardson’s flex space by more than
half. Most recently, the REDP
convened a task force to develop
a proactive strategy to spur economic revitalization in the East
Arapaho/Collins technology legacy
area.
We are proud that Richardson
has earned and maintained this
rare dual accreditation, and that
Richardson’s economic development strategy continues to earn
third-party recognition for its demonstrated success.
Amanda Rockow is the Vice
President for Public Affairs of
The University of Texas at Dallas
and also serves on the Richardson
Chamber of Commerce’s Board of
Directors and Executive Committee as Vice Chair of the Economic
Division.
“From the Boardroom” is a recurring
guest column featuring viewpoints from
Richardson business and civic leaders,
produced in cooperation with the Richardson Chamber of Commerce.
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Smoke used to test sewer system
The City of Richardson has contracted with RJN Group to identify
sewer system infiltration and inflow by using a smoke leak detection process. The smoke is nontoxic, harmless and has little odor, but it could be
very visible in areas where leaks are detected.
About the Testing
Smoke testing is one technique used to identify areas where unnecessary groundwater or rainfall enters the sewer system. Using nontoxic
smoke candles and high-capacity blowers, smoke is forced through the
sewer pipes using blowers placed on top of manholes. Anywhere the
smoke exits, there is potential for rain or groundwater to seep into the
sewer system.
Testing Area
RJN is scheduled to begin smoke
testing on the Floyd Branch Drainage Basin beginning July 5. The
basin includes approximately 65
miles of sewer lines. The city has a
total of approximately 410 miles of
underground sewer lines in place.
The test area is roughly bounded
by Beverly Drive and Collins Boulevard to the north, Bowser Road and
Floyd Road to the east and west respectively, and Walnut Street to the
south.
Testing will begin in the southern
part of the basin area and will progress north. The duration of the project is expected to last approximately
14 weeks, but testing on specific
streets within the study area should
Area to be tested
only take approximately 20-30 minutes.
Community Notification
At least 24 hours before smoke testing is scheduled to start, RJN will
place door hangers on the front door of every building where testing will
be conducted. RJN will also visit businesses in person to notify operators
of the testing. Roadside signs will be prominently displayed on the street
when smoke testing is in progress.
At no time will field crews have to enter a residence, but you may
see them walking around your property to record leaks. RJN staff will
be dressed in RJN-logoed uniforms and will carry identification badges.
Crew members operate from vehicles with RJN signage.
The City of Richardson will send out direct notifications using Nextdoor social media prior to the testing beginning and on the week that
testing is to occur in a neighborhood. Residents can sign up for an account at www.nextdoor.com.
Residents can also read more about the testing on the City’s website
at www.cor.net.
Where Smoke Will be Visible
Smoke will be visible from any area where a leak is occurring. During
this testing, smoke may be noticed exiting through the ground, vents or
pipes on the roofs of homes and through sewer line breaks. The smoke is
nontoxic, leaves no residue, and creates no fire hazard.
The smoke should not enter a home or business unless defective
plumbing exists or drain traps are dry. If it does, residents are asked to
pour a small amount of water in seldom-used drains to fill the trap and
contact RJN staff working in the area.
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Richardson earns regional development
excellence award for CityLine project
Last month the City of Richardson was awarded its eighth
Celebrating Leadership in Development Excellence (CLIDE)
Award from the North Central
Texas Council of Governments,
giving the city’s Development
Services Department at least one
award in each of the five categories
since the program began in 2003.
Richardson earned its 2017
CLIDE Award for its innovative
planning and strong implementation support for the CityLine
transit-oriented development.
CityLine, a 200-acre mixed-use
project that serves as a major regional destination and employment center, was recognized in the
New Development category.
“We’re honored to receive this
prestigious recognition for Richardson’s purposeful development
efforts,” said Mayor Paul Voelker.
“The CityLine project truly reflects the forward-thinking, longterm vision and years of hard work
put in by so many individuals and
organizations, from City staff and
elected officials to property owners, the project developer, CityLine tenants, Richardson residents
and numerous other community
partners. We are grateful for their
support as we endeavored to transform a large, vacant tract into what
is today a shining example of the
highest-quality North Texas developments.”
The biennial CLIDE Awards
program encourages innovative development projects and practices
that help accommodate expected
population growth and ensure a

Pictured from left with the City of Richardson’s 2017 CLIDE Award
are: Mayor Pro Tem Mark Solomon, Mayor Paul Voelker, KDC’s Walt
Mountford, Council Member Bob Dubey and City Manager Dan
Johnson.
sustainable North Texas for generations to come.
The City of Richardson’s work
to facilitate a transformative, transit-oriented development at this
strategically located greenfield site
traces its origins to an Urban Land
Institute study commissioned by
the City in 1999, which revealed
that the community would benefit
greatly if it could attract a project
that would leverage current and
future DART rail lines to create a
regional hub of activity. CityLine
adjoins what is now the CityLine/
Bush Station, which serves the
existing north-south DART Red
Line and will also serve the future
east-west Cotton Belt Commuter
Rail Line, connecting Richardson
to major destinations to the west,
such as The University of Texas at
Dallas, Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport and downtown Fort
Worth.

The CLIDE program categories, the year and project for which
the City received an award include:
• Raising Public Awareness
2003: TOD Frequently-Asked
Questions
• New Development
2017: CityLine
• Special Development
2007: Texas Instruments
RFAB
2015: Spring Creek Nature
Area Expansion
• Public Planning and Policy
2007: Spring Valley Station
District/Centennial Park
2009: City of Richardson
2009 Comprehensive Plan
2011: Bush Turnpike TOD
Planned Development District
• Redevelopment
2005: Block 24

Richardson Chamber supports education
. . . continued from page 1
“However, most businesses can
certainly impact the lives of students by offering just a handful
of internships or day-long experiences.”
Garcia hopes the Education
and Workforce Committee can
remove the “fear of the unknown”
by working closely with the Chamber’s Human Resources Com-

mittee to become a resource of
information for businesses about
working with students and the accompanying workplace challenges
involved.
Other upcoming plans for the
Committee include educating
Chamber members about legislation that affects education and
local schools, by hosting an information session with legislators.

“We believe education comes
first,” said Garcia, “and we as a
business community need to support that. It’s a commitment to our
kids, and it’s also a commitment to
our greater community … to engage members of society as future
employees, and as consumers.”
The Education and Workforce
Committee meets monthly and is
open to any Chamber member.

Bob Townsend, a champion for Richardson

Residents Asked to Fill Drain Traps
Drain traps should always be filled with water to prevent sewer gases
from entering the building. About three cups of water should be poured
in floor and sink drains, filling the traps to prevent smoke from entering
the home. If smoke does enter, the resident should consult a licensed
plumber. If harmless smoke can enter through faulty plumbing, the potential exists for dangerous sewer gases to also enter the home. People
are asked to contact a member of the smoke testing crew working in the
area if smoke is noticed entering a building or structure.
Why Testing is Being Done
Smoke testing is a cost-efficient technique used to identify areas
where unnecessary groundwater or rainfall is entering the sewer system.
Stresses on the sewer system from such leaks can cause backups, overflows and higher costs for sewage treatment.
Residents with access to the internet can watch a video produced by
RJN that describes the process and shows what people can expect to
see in their neighborhood. The video is available at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=z9igPd2H3qg.
Anyone with questions regarding the smoke testing process can call
Becky Rodgers at 972-437-4300. Questions can also be e-mailed to
padma.patla@cor.gov.

Bob Townsend
Former Mayor and City Council Member Bob Townsend passed
away June 1. He was 84.
“Bob Townsend was Richardson’s champion—living, working
and volunteering in our community for almost 40 years and then
choosing to spend his retirement
years serving in City government,”
Mayor Paul Voelker said. “He was
an inspiration to us all, and he will
be sorely missed.”
Townsend was first elected
to the City Council in 2001 and
served until deciding not to run for
re-election earlier this year. His

term ended in May. During his
time on the Council, Townsend
served as Mayor from 2011-2013,
Mayor Pro Tem from 2007-2011
and again from 2013-2015.
While on the City Council,
Townsend was instrumental in
creating and funding the Eisemann
Center as well as the CityLine development. He also mentored or
supported several revitalization
agreements in the community, including the attraction of the Metroplex’s first Alamo Drafthouse
Cinema, located in the Richardson
Heights Shopping Center.
While serving as mayor,
Townsend ushered in the creation
of the Mayor’s Office of International Business, which promotes
building international relationships
for economic development. He
also was a founding member of the
Richardson Interfaith Alliance, an
organization that increases respect
of all faiths through education and
increased awareness and coordinates and enhances faith-based
services for the betterment of the
Richardson community.

Before his passing, Townsend
said he felt his most meaningful
community accomplishment was
welcoming DART rail to the city
and fostering the enhancement of
commuter rail in the city and region.
A native of Oklahoma,
Townsend did his undergraduate
studies at the University of Oklahoma and Southeastern Oklahoma
State University. He received his
master’s degree from Southern
Methodist University.
Townsend retired from Texas
Instruments (TI) in 1997 after 37
years of service. At TI, his responsibilities included various managerial positions in the Information
Systems and Services Division.
Townsend was also active in
homeowners associations for many
years, serving as president of the
Southwest Richardson Homeowners Association and the Richland
Meadows Neighborhood Association.
He is survived by his wife Lynn,
a daughter, two sons, seven grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
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Calendar

Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd. • 972-744-7800

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

Please call 972-744-7800 to RSVP for events that require registration.

Upcoming Trips

July 3

FOURTH OF JULY ICE CREAM SOCIAL 1 p.m. Mark your calendars and come celebrate our country’s birthday with a good ol’ fashioned ice cream sundae with all the
toppings. Toni Taylor will lead a patriotic sing-a-long. $1

July 15

OUT TO LUNCH The Out to Lunch Bunch will go to Babe’s. The van will leave the Senior
Center at 10:30 a.m. Cost is $1 for transportation. Cost of lunch is on your own. Call 972744-7800 to sign up.

Aug. 30

SAY GOODBYE TO SUMMER Noon. It is time to say goodbye to the dog days of summer. Join us for a BBQ and entertainment, as we wait for the cooler days of fall. $4

Library

Dallas Museum of Art—July 12
Mexico 1900-1950: Rivera, Kahlo, Orozo, and the Avant-Garde
The exhibit is a modernist drama of Mexico’s culture from the end of the Mexican Revolution
through the beginning of the 1950s. This exhibition, which explores 50 years of Mexican modern
art, is making Dallas its first and only stop following its presentation at the Grand Palais in Paris. The
van will leave the Senior Center at 10:30 a.m. for lunch at El Fenix (bring money for lunch) before the
museum. Traffic permitting, we will arrive back at the Senior Center by 3 p.m. $20.

Big Bend: The Far West Texas Adventure—Sept. 18-22
Oil wells, Balmorhea State Park, Ft. Davis, McDonald Observatory Star Party, the Marfa Lights and
Big Bend National Park are just some of the adventures you will experience in this five-day immersion
into far West Texas. For more information call 972-744-7810.
We have other great trips planned for 2017. For trip information on The Best Little Courthouses
in Texas, Oct. 2; The Painted Churches of Schulenberg, Oct. 24-25 or our holiday trip to Natchitoches,
call 972-744-7810.

900 Civic Center Dr. • 972-744-4350

ADULT/GENERAL INTEREST
July 1

July 1

July 4

July 5

July 8

July 10

July 11

July 11

July 12

July 15

July 17

July 19

July 19

July 20

July 25

July 4

July 7, 16

July 8

July 10, 17, 24

July 13

July 15

July 22

July 24

July 29

DIGITAL DROP-IN
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

FIRST WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room. Brown
bag lunch to discuss summer reading. Call Tamara Golubski
at 972-744-4393 for information.

ROMANTIC INTERLUDES BOOK CLUB
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference Room. Call
Karen Gibbs at 972-744-4350 for information.

DIGITAL DROP-IN
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

COMMUNITY WRITERS’ CRITIQUE GROUP
6:45-8:45 p.m. Basement Program Room. E-mail WGTCritiqueGroup@gmail.com for more information.

DEWEY KNIT
2-4 p.m. First Floor Program Room. Call Jane at 972-744-4355
for information.

GOOGLE DRIVE BASICS: SAVE, STORE, SYNC
10:30 a.m.-noon. Basement Training Room. Call 972-7444359 for information.

DIGITIZING YOUR FAMILY PHOTOS AND ARTIFACTS
10:30 a.m.-noon. Basement Program Room.

WRITERS’ GUILD OF TEXAS
7-8:30 p.m. “The 21st Century Digital Writer.” Basement Program Room. Call 972-744-4376 for information.

REAL READS BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “Elephant
Company” by Vicki Constantine Croke. Call Tamara Golubski at
972-744-4393 for information.

LIBRARY CLOSED FOR FOURTH OF JULY HOLIDAY
The Library will reopen for regular business hours July 5.

3D PRINTING WORKSHOP: BEGINNING TINKERCAD
6:30-8 p.m. Basement Training Room. Registration required. Call 972-744-4359 for more information.

SECOND WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “Ordinary
Grace” by William Kent Krueger. Call Janet Vance at 972-7444352 for information.

THIRD WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE 10:30-11:45 a.m.
Second Floor Conference Room. “Sing For Your Life” by
Daniel Bergner. Call Tamara Golubski at 972-744-4393 for
information.

FOURTH TUESDAY BOOKBABBLE
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “My Sunshine Away” by M.O. Walsh. Call Janet Vance at 972-7444352 for information.

CHILDREN/YOUTH
Please call 972-744-4358 for more information.
LIBRARY CLOSED FOR FOURTH OF JULY HOLIDAY
The Library will reopen for regular business hours July 5.
FAMILY STORYTIME
6:45-7:15 p.m. First Floor Program Room.

NINJA WARRIOR OBSTACLE COURSE TEEN PROGRAM
2-3:30 p.m. Basement Program Room. For ages 13-18.

TALES FOR TAILS: READ TO LIVE DOGS!
3-4 p.m. First Floor Program Room. For readers in grades K-4.
A NOVEL IDEA TEEN BOOK CLUB
6-7 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “The Girl From
Everywhere” by Heidi Heilig.

THE BUZZ ABOUT BEES
3-4 p.m. Basement Program Room. Presented by Kim Lehman. For ages 5 and older.

RCAS donates painting to Library

SLIME DIY TEEN PROGRAM
2-3:30 p.m. Basement Program Room. For ages 10-18.
AMAZING MAGICAL BALLOON SHOW
3-4 p.m. Basement Program Room. Presented by Rob Holladay. For ages 6 and older.

DRIVE-IN MOVIE—TODDLER STYLE
10:30-11:30 a.m. First Floor Program Room.

Library survey now online
Richardson Public Library staff would like to hear from you. An online
survey is now available so you can share what services and offerings are
relevant to you, what you like or don’t like about the Library’s facilities,
and offer ideas for improvements.
The survey will remain active through Aug. 31 and can be found at
www.cor.net/librarysurvey.

Ann Hardy’s “Cooling Cloth” was awarded Best in Show at the Richardson Civic Art Society’s 51st Annual Regional Juried Art Exhibition and
Sale, held in May at the Eisemann Center. The painting was purchased
by the RCAS and has been donated to the City of Richardson, where it
will be displayed in the Library. Pictured, from left, are: Jones C. McConnell, RCAS President; Michael Archer, 2017 Show Chair; Mayor Pro Tem
Mark Solomon; Ann Hardy; Mayor Paul Voelker; Council Member Bob
Dubey; and Council Member Marta Gómez Frey.

Junior League of
Richardson plans
recruitment event
Junior League of Richardson is hosting a Prospective
Member Information Night
and Social Tuesday, July 11
from 6-8 p.m. at Amigos
Restaurant, 940 E. Belt Line
Rd.
Those interested in becoming a member should
e-mail membership@jlrtx.
com to RSVP and obtain additional information about
Junior League. The organization’s website can be found
at www.jlrtx.com.
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Cultural Arts & Community
“Menopause The Musical” returns to Eisemann Center this month
“Menopause The Musical®” is
returning to Richardson this July
and August for 28 hilarious performances. The musical is a groundbreaking celebration of women
who are on the brink of, in the
middle of, or have survived “the
change.” Performances begin July
12 and run each Wednesday-Sunday through Aug. 6. Show times
are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays; 3:30 p.m. and
7 p.m. Saturdays; and 2 p.m. and
5:30 p.m. Sundays.
Now celebrating 16 years of female empowerment through hilarious musical comedy, “Menopause
The Musical®” has evolved as a
“grassroots” movement of women
who deal with life adjustments

after 40 by embracing each other
and the road ahead. Set in a department store, four women meet
while shopping for a black lace bra
at a lingerie sale. After noticing
similarities among one another,
the cast jokes about their woeful
hot flashes, mood swings, wrinkles, weight gain and much more.
The women form a sisterhood and
unique bond with the entire audience as they rejoice in celebrating
that menopause is no longer “The
Silent Passage.”
Inspired by a hot flash and a
bottle of wine, “Menopause The
Musical®” was created as a celebration of women who find themselves at any stage of “the change.”
The laughter-filled 90-minute pro-

longest-running scripted production in Las Vegas and continues to
entertain nightly at Harrah’s Las
Vegas. The hilarious musical has
entertained audiences across the
country in more than 450 U.S. cities, nearly 300 international cities
and 15 countries. For more information, visit www.MenopauseTheMusical.com.

duction gets audience members
out of their seats and singing along
to parodies from classic pop songs

Community Band continues outdoor series
The Richardson Community
Band has three shows remaining
in its popular Outdoor Summer
Concert Series. The free, family-friendly shows take place from
7-8 p.m. in Fountain Plaza between the Richardson Public Library and the Richardson Civic
Center. The remaining shows this
summer are scheduled for July 23,
Aug. 6 and Aug. 20.
The band is under the direction
of Robin Owens, who took over
after longtime conductor George
Jones retired from the position
May 7. Owens’ first performance
with the band was May 17 at the
Richardson Senior Center.
The Richardson Community
Band is a diverse, all-volunteer
wind ensemble that provides

of the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s.
Now in its 16th year of production, the play is recognized as the

Tickets may be purchased at
www.eisemanncenter.com, by telephone at 972-744-4650 or in person at the Eisemann Center ticket
office Monday-Saturday from 10
a.m.-6 p.m. and one hour prior to
curtain time for all events. Group
discounts are available. The Eisemann Center is located at 2351
Performance Dr.

Eisemann Center
2351 Performance Dr.

For tickets visit www.eisemanncenter.com
or call the Ticket Office at 972-744-4650
MISS TEXAS SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT FINALS
(1 p.m. for Miss Teen Texas and 7:30 p.m. for Miss Texas. July 1.)

PLANO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA “PATRIOTIC POPS”
(3 p.m. July 4. $13-$85. Visit www.planosymphony.org for tickets.)
“LIVE AND LET DIE: TRIBUTE TO PAUL MCCARTNEY”
(7 p.m. July 8. $28-$70. Visit www.liveandletdieshow.com.)
“YUGPURUSH— MAHATMA KE MAHATMA”
(8 p.m. July 14. $15-$50. Visit www.yugpurush.org.)
COMEDY NIGHT WITH JEREMY MCLELLAN
(6:30 p.m. July 23. $20-$30. Visit www.jeremymclellan.com.)
high-quality and challenging musical experiences for its members,
while educating and entertaining
family audiences in Richardson
and the Metroplex.

For more information on the
Richardson Community Band,
including information on how to
become a member, visit www.richardsoncommunityband.org.

RTC goes “Cuckoo” for latest production
The Richardson Theatre Centre continues its 2017
season with a performance of “One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest,” July 21-Aug. 6.
“One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” is a mordant,
wickedly subversive parable set in a mental ward.
The play chronicles the head-on collision between its
hell-raising, life-affirming hero Randle Patrick McMurphy and the totalitarian rule of Nurse Ratched.
McMurphy swaggers into the mental ward like a blast
of fresh air and turns the place upside down, starting
a gambling operation, smuggling in wine and women,
and egging on the other patients to join him in open
rebellion. But McMurphy’s revolution against Nurse

Ratched and everything she stands for quickly turns
from sport to a fierce power struggle with shattering
results.
The Richardson Theatre Centre is partially sponsored by the Richardson Cultural Arts Commission.
Performances take place at 518 W. Arapaho Rd.,
Suite 113. Shows are Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.
Thursday and Sunday performances are $20, while
Friday and Saturday performances are $22. Visit
www.richardsontheatrecentre.net or call 972-6991130 for more information.

RCT brings “Singin’ in the Rain” to the stage
The Repertory Company Theatre (RCT) is performing the classic “Singin’ in the Rain” from July
21-30 at their theater building, 650 N. Coit Rd. in
Richardson. This year marks the 65th anniversary of
the beloved movie musical of the same name.
During the RCT’s production, it will rain on stage
during the iconic song, “Singin’ in the Rain.” Show
times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m.
Sundays. Ticket prices are $25 for adults and $15 for
youth. For more information, visit www.rcttheatre.
com or call the box office at 972-690-5029.
The RCT is partially sponsored by the Richardson
Cultural Arts Commission.
School of Musical Theatre
The Repertory Company Theatre’s School of Musical Theatre continues its summer camp schedule in
July with the Lion King.
Campers ages 8-11 can enroll in the “Lion King
Experience.” Camp will be held July 17-22 from 10
a.m.-12:30 p.m. The cost is $195.
For teens, a “Lion King Jr.” camp is offered July
10-29. Camp will be 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. during the first
two weeks, and 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. the final week.
Cost of the camp is $495.

Senior Awareness Day is Aug. 4
The ninth annual District 112 Senior Awareness Day (co-sponsored
by State Rep. Angie Chen Button and the City of Richardson) will be
held Friday, Aug. 4 from 9 a.m.-noon at the Richardson Civic Center,
located at 411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Senior Awareness Day is put on to educate the seniors of Richardson,
Garland, Sachse, Rowlett and Dallas of community resources available to
them as well as to provide them with some great entertainment.
The event is free to the public and will include exhibitors, entertainment, refreshments and door prizes. The Dallas Area Agency on Aging
will have benefits counselors present to answer questions and provide
assistance on Medicare and Medicaid, and other programs for seniors.
For more information, call 972-234-8980 or e-mail 2017seniorday@
gmail.com.

Coming up at the Civic Center
Ink Masters
Tattoo Convention
July 21-23
www.inkmasters
tattooexpo.com
Bird Events in Texas
July 29
www.birdeventsintexas.com
Loving the Me I See
July 29
www.angelaclay.com

The final camp of the summer is “The Drowsy
Chaperone.” The camp will be held Aug. 7-26 for
campers ages 10-19. Camp will be held 10 a.m.-3:30
p.m. the first week, and 5-7 p.m. for weeks two and
three, at which time camp will be held on Tuesdays
and Thursdays only. Camp cost is $395.
For more information on the camps, visit www.
rcttheatre.com. All classes are Monday-Friday unless
otherwise noted.

411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, Texas 75080
www.cor.net/civiccenter
Accommodates groups
from 10-750
Call us! 972-744-4090

Each Friday, the Richardson Chamber of Commerce’s Shop/Dine Richardson program sends subscribers dining offers plus information
and offers from local shopping outlets and professional services.
Shop/Dine Richardson is meant to provide more visibility to Richardson businesses and encourage subscribers to shop locally. You
may sign up for the Shop/Dine Richardson weekly e-mail by going to
www.richardsonchamber.com/shop.

www.ArtsInRichardson.com
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Fire Department earns Lifeline® award
The Richardson Fire Department was recently awarded the
American Heart Association’s
(AHA) Mission: Lifeline® EMS
Gold Award. It recognizes the
Department’s success and commitment in implementing specific
quality improvement measures for
the treatment and transporting of
patients who suffer a severe heart
attack known as a STEMI (ST Elevation Myocardial Infarction).
“Our personnel are dedicated to
making the Department among the
best in the country, and the American Heart Association’s Mission:
Lifeline® program is helping us accomplish that goal,” said Fire Chief Curtis Poovey. “It is an honor to be
recognized for our dedication and achievements in emergency medical care for STEMI patients, and we will
continue to focus on improving our methods to better serve the community.”
Every year, more than 250,000 people experience a STEMI. This is a type of heart attack caused by a complete blockage of blood flow to the heart that requires timely treatment in order to prevent death, and restoration of blood flow as quickly as possible.
To reach gold recognition, the AHA requires that first responders are able to get STEMI victims from first
contact into catheterization surgery in less than 90 minutes, at least 75 percent of the time. Richardson emergency medical personnel far exceed that standard by working with Methodist Richardson Medical Center and
area hospitals, and have been able to make such transports and treatment possible in as little as 43 minutes.

Funds raised aid new playground
The City’s planned inclusive playground at Cottonwood Park is closer
to becoming a reality thanks to funds raised by the Richardson East Rotary Club (RERC). RERC presented the City with a $10,000 check from
recent fundraising efforts at a neighborhood picnic held June 17 near the
site of the future playground.
While the Cottonwood playground is already scheduled for replacement as part of the 2015 G.O. Bond Program, with $200,000 budgeted,
RERC has partnered with the City to expand the scope of the project
to create a play space for children of all physical abilities. An additional
$250,000 is needed from private sources, and the RERC has launched a
campaign entitled, “Make It Happen” to raise the additional funds.
RERC primarily raised the $10,000 (which includes $285 in private
donations) for the playground at its February “Rotary Cares Games and
Gala.” The Club also presented a $5,858 check to the City in May (the
$858 was raised   at a “Cupcakes, Lemonade and Champagne” fundraising event in March). An additional $10,000, raised in a charity golf
tournament, was presented to the City by Matt and Stephanie Paresky
in honor of their son Solomon, who has spina bifida.
The RERC distributed a new, informative fundraising brochure to
picnic attendees. RERC and the City hope citizens will not only donate
financially but will also donate their time—plans are for the inclusive
playground to be constructed as a “community build,” with hands-on
participation from citizens, corporations and nonprofit organizations.
If you would like to make a monetary donation or volunteer your time
for the project, visit www.richardsoneastrotary.org.

City receives full complement
of Financial Transparency Stars
Richardson has received the
full complement of Transparency
Stars from the Texas Comptroller’s Office for meeting specific
financial transparency goals.
Richardson received the stars in
the areas of Traditional Finances,
Contracts and Procurement, Economic Development, Public Pensions and Debt Obligations.
“This recognition confirms that
we continue to stay on the right
course in providing accountability and accessibility to the City’s
financial records,” Mayor Paul
Voelker said. “The City Council

and I have made it a priority to
ensure that our municipal government is open and accessible to the
people we serve.”
The Comptroller’s Office
launched the Transparency Stars
program in 2016 to recognize
cities, counties and school districts making important strides
to greater government transpar-

ency. Local government entities
can apply for stars in five areas.
Richardson is the second city in
Texas to receive all five transparency stars since the program was
launched more than a year ago.
The City’s financial transparency website is located at www.
cor.net/transparency.

Assist Richardson’s meter readers

dental floss
cigarettes
cotton balls
scoops of kitty litter
women’s hygiene products
all purpose cleaning wipes
adhesive bandages
makeup remover wipes
diapers

paper towels
facial tissue
cotton swabs
baby wipes
adult wipes
hair
gum wrappers
candy wrappers
facial pads

The City of Richardson reads water meters with a touch wand device. The meter box lids no longer require lifting to obtain the monthly
reading. As a result, many residents are allowing grass to grow over the
lids or placing brush or bulky items (for the City’s BABIC program) on
top of the meters. This causes problems for the meter readers because
the reading disk is also overgrown or covered, making the meters difficult to read. The City asks for your assistance in making the meter
reading process as efficient and accurate as possible by keeping brush
and bulky items off of the water meter box lids and grass trimmed. This
is a courtesy to the meter reader and a means of controlling your cost.
If you have questions regarding this issue, call the Customer Service
Desk at 972-744-4120.

Some paper products are advertised as ‘flushable’ but they aren’t.
Wipes won’t decompose … they get caught up in wastewater pipes,
pumps and screens—and that costs money to clear and repair!
Please help protect the wastewater system and our environment.
Remember, only toilet paper down the toilet!
For more information, call 972-744-4228 or visit www.COR.net/Water

DOG WASH

Sunday, July 23, 1-4 p.m.

Richardson Animal Shelter, 1330 Columbia Dr.
Dog Wash

(regular or flea)

$10

www.RichardsonAnimaLuv.org

Microchipping

$15

Nail/Claw
Trimming

$5

AnimaLuv is a 501(c)(3) organization benefiting the Richardson Animal Shelter.

Richardson’s Office of Emergency Management would like to
remind everyone to “Stay Safe this
Summer.” The following are just
a few reminders of things to consider when you are out and about
and enjoying the summer season.
Being more aware of others and
your surroundings this summer
can save a life!
• Always practice pool safety
• Stay hydrated and take frequent breaks
• Be aware in parking lots. If you
see a child unattended in a vehicle, call 911 immediately
• Look Before You Lock: Never
leave a child alone in a motor
vehicle

• Make a habit of checking your
back seat
• When strapping a child into a
car seat, leave a reminder like
a cell phone or even your left
shoe in back with them
• After parking your car, lock
it. Children who get inside an
unlocked vehicle can become
trapped
• Provide shade and plenty of
water for pets too
Let’s get ready Richardson!
Resources, sample emergency
plans and links are available online from the City of Richardson
Office of Emergency Management at www.cor.net/em or for
more information call 972-7440900.
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972-744-4300

www.cor.net/parks

Parks & Recreation

Please note that all City pools will close at 5 p.m. on July 4.

2017 City of Richardson Aquatics
Pool
operating hours
Canyon Creek Pool
Open: 1-8 p.m. Tues.-Sun.
Closed: Mon.
600 Aspenwood Dr., 972-671-0185
Cottonwood Pool
Open: 1
 -6 p.m. Mon., Tues., Thurs.,Fri.
1-8 p.m. Sat., Sun.
Closed: Wed.
1321 W. Belt Line Rd., 972-644-7156

Richardson Gymnastics Team member Tyler Davis, seated center, signs her
letter of intent to compete for the United States Air Force Academy. She is
pictured with her father and mother, Lawrence and Teressa.

Glenville Pool
Open: 1-8 p.m. Mon., Wed.-Sun.
Closed: Tues.
500 S. Glenville Dr., 972-671-0187
Terrace Pool
Open: 1
 0 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Wed., Fri.
1-8 p.m. Sat., Sun.
Closed: Thurs.
300 N. Lois Ln., 972-671-0190
Heights Family Aquatic Center
Open: Noon-8 p.m. Sun.-Sat.
10 a.m.-noon. Wed., Fri.*
709 W. Arapaho Rd., 972-744-7856
* This time is set aside for families
with young children who wish to use
the tot pool and play feature area.
The slides, lap pool and lazy river will
not be open during this time.
For rain out or program information, call
972-744-4301 and select option 3.

Gymnast signs with Air Force Academy

Private Party Reservations
Private Party Reservations are available throughout the summer. Call 972744-7892 to make a reservation or for more information.

Canyon Creek, Cottonwood, Glenville and Terrace Pools

Number of people

Rental Fees

1-25
26-50
51-75
76-100

$100
$125
$150
$200

Heights Family Aquatic Center

Number of people

Rental Fees

Up to 100 people
101+

$300
*

* Price for 101+ people is $25 per additional 25 people up to a maximum
of 600. Example: A party with 101-125 people is $325; 126-150 people is
All children under 7 years of age MUST
$350; etc.
be accompanied by an adult 16 years or
older in a swimming suit. The adult must “Number of people” includes EVERYONE who enters the gates including
be in the water within arm’s reach at all non-swimmers. Parties must have one adult (over 18) for every 10 chiltimes while the child is in the pool. If your dren (7-17 years) and one adult for every three children under 7 years.
child limits his/her use to the baby pool NO AMPLIFIED MUSIC, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES OR GLASS CONTAINERS.
areas, you must remain with your child, Reservations must be made and paid in full at the time of booking. All resbut it is not necessary to wear a swimsuit. ervations are dependent upon staff availability and weather conditions.
Day Cares: There are specific guidelines
for day care centers and other groups of
children who visit our pools. To register
your group, please call 972-744-7893.

Heights Family Aquatic Center also offers pavilion reservations during
public hours. The cost is $25, plus admission for partygoers for a 90-minute
reservation. All admission for party guests must be paid in advance at the
gate.

2017 Richardson pool and aquatic center fees
Season passes now available at recreation centers!

Daily resident admission

Canyon Creek, Cottonwood,
Glenville and Terrace Pools*

Heights Family
Aquatic Center**

$2

$4

Daily nonresident admission

$4

$8

Season pass (resident)

$30

$45

Season pass (nonresident)

$40

$65

Family pass (up to 4 people; resident only)

$100

$150

* Not good for admission to Heights Family Aquatic Center.
** Heights Family Aquatic Center season passes may be used for admission to any City pool. Must be purchased at Heights
Family Aquatic Center, Heights Recreation Center or Huffhines Recreation Center.
No charge for children ages 3 and younger. Resident admission to Heights Family Aquatic Center requires proof of residency. Visit
www.cor.net/parks or call the Aquatics Office at 972-744-7892 for more information.

Sherrill Park Golf Course
Junior Golf Camps
The Performance Golf Academy at Sherrill Park’s Pioneer
Campus is for junior golfers ages
6-13 whose interest in golf is either high or growing immensely.
While still based on learning the
fundamentals through games, the
camps offer golfers a chance to

apply skills learned on the course.
Providing a platform that makes
golf easier and more enjoyable
is vital to long term participation
and success. It includes putting,
chipping, pitching, full swing, oncourse play and rules/etiquette.
The camps are offered the
weeks of July 10, 17, 24 and 31.

The camp is held 8 a.m.-noon and
costs $250.
Ladies Golf League
The Ladies Golf League plays
Tuesday mornings from March to
October. For information, contact
Nancy Stubbs (972-669-8909) or
Kathy Hill (214-803-2166).

To schedule tee times or private lessons, contact the Pro
Shop at 972-234-1416 or visit
www.sherrillparkgolf.com. Sherrill
Park is located at 2201 E. Lookout
Dr. in Richardson.

Richardson Gymnastics Team member Tyler Davis has accepted
a scholarship offer from the United States Air Force Academy to be a
member of their gymnastics team. Davis has competed in gymnastics
since she was 3 years old and has been a member of the Richardson
Gymnastics Team for the past seven years. Davis qualified for the Junior Olympic National Championships on two occasions and has been a
Level 10 gymnast for the past four years.
Davis graduated from Rowlett High School in June, where she had
a 4.48 GPA and ranked sixth in a class of 649 students. She plans on
majoring in biology at the Air Force Academy.
Davis is the latest Richardson gymnast to move on to the collegiate
ranks. In 2015, Rosie Giese received a scholarship from Hamline University. In 2014, Courtney Middelkoop signed with Iowa State while
Kate Aberger signed with Southern Connecticut State University.

Richardson’s Family 4th of July
July 4, 6-10:15 p.m., Breckinridge Park
All entertainment takes place on the stage located near
Entrance B
6:30 p.m.: Counterfeit Radio
8:30 p.m.: The Richardson Community Band’s annual Patriotic
Salute Concert! Fireworks begin after the concert. Food
concessions will be available.
Breckinridge Park is located just south of the intersection
of Renner and Brand roads in northeast Richardson. On-site
parking is very limited. Beginning at 6 p.m., the City of Richardson
will provide free round-trip shuttle service from the Rockwell
Collins International Campus located at the southeast corner of
Renner and Shiloh roads. No pets allowed on the shuttle—only
service dogs. The last shuttle to the park will depart at about 9:15
p.m. Return shuttles will begin after the fireworks show.
If thunderstorms develop prior to the event, the event may be
delayed or canceled. Please call the event hotline at 972-7444581 for a status report.

Huffhines Tennis Center
With 10 lighted courts, a
fully stocked pro shop and private and semi-private lessons,
the Huffhines Tennis Center
has what you need. Lessons for
juniors and adults are available
in group or one-on-one settings.
Group lessons are available in
three-week blocks, and private
lessons with the tennis pros are
available in 30-minute or one-hour blocks.
Summer Slam Tennis Camps
Huffhines is offering summer tennis camps for 5-16 year olds of all
skill levels. Camps will be held Monday through Friday the weeks of
July 17, July 31 and Aug. 14. Hours are 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Camp
cost is $40 daily or $150 weekly.
Campers should bring a tennis racquet, a hat/visor and a small
snack. Don’t stress if you don’t have a racquet. Huffhines has demo
racquets to get players started and proper size of racquet will be selected.
Campers will receive a T-shirt, learn awesome tennis skills, meet
new tennis friends, compete in a tennis tournament and celebrate the
week with a pizza party. Stop by the Tennis Center, call 972-744-7870
or visit www.cor.net/tennis to sign up.
Huffhines Tennis Center is located in the southeast corner of
Huffhines Park. Court fees are $3 per person for 1 1/2 hours. Reservations may be made by calling 972-744-7870 one day in advance. Preference is given to Richardson residents if numerous reservation requests are received. For more information, visit
www.cor.net/tennis.
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Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd.

972-744-7800

All activities listed on pages 10-11 take place at the Richardson Senior Center unless otherwise noted.
Additional Senior Center related activities can be found on page 6. Call 972-744-7800 for more information.
Hours of Operation: Mon., Tue., Thurs., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.—Wed. and Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.—Sat., 1-5 p.m.
Special Events and Trip Information

Special events and trip information can be found
on page 6 of this publication.

Classes
For all classes, unless otherwise noted, you may pay online at www.cor.net/parksonline,
by phone with a credit card or in
person with a credit card, check or
cash.
Technology Help Desk
Instructor Ed Sanders is offering
assistance for any Windows or Android portable device (cell phone,
smartphone, laptop or reader) or
any solution accessible via the
device and the internet (e-mail,
Facebook, website maintenance,
photography, application usage
and install/removal). This is a great
opportunity to resolve your technology challenge and increase your
knowledge. Assistance is available
the fourth Saturday of every other
month. Help is available from 2-4
p.m. Next session is July 22. No
fee.
Learn the Right Way
to Sell your Treasures
Are you thinking of downsizing?
This class will show you how to
present items for sale on various
online list sites that do not involve
shipping and handling or fees.
Bring your laptop with you and
let’s get started. Next class is July
25 from 7-9 p.m. Cost is $20 with
membership; $23 without. Please
register at the Senior Center or
call 972-744-7800 to register with
a credit card.
iPhone and iPad 101
This is a beginner’s class to learn
the basics of the iPhone and iPad.
Bring your iPhone/iPad to class
Tuesday, July 18 from 3-4 p.m.
Cost is $49 with Senior Center
membership, $52 without.
iPhone and iPad 102
This class will cover how to use
functions and applications of your
iPhone/iPad. Bring your iPhone/
iPad to class Tuesday, July 18 from
4-5 p.m. Cost is $49 with Senior
Center membership, $52 without.
Twitter for Beginners
Learn how to get started with
Twitter, the online news and social
networking service. This class will
cover how to sign up, set up your
Twitter account, keep up with the
news and currents events, follow
and unfollow people, and more.
Bring your smartphone, tablet or
laptop to class. Class is from 2-3
p.m. Next class is Tuesday, July
18. Cost is $49 with Senior Center
membership, $52 without.
Learn to Ride with Uber
This class will cover Uber transportation, its cost, where it is available, safety, how to request the
service and how to request food
delivery. You will also learn about
other transportation services available through Uber. Next class is
July 1 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Cost is
$10 with membership; $13 without. Please bring your iPhone or
Android smartphone to class.
Beginner Square Dance
Classes held Tuesdays from 7-9
p.m. Cost is $75 per person with
Senior Center membership, $78
without.

Plus Square Dance
Dance the first, third and fifth
Mondays from 7-9 p.m. Cost is
$50 per dancer per quarter with
membership, $53 without; $10
drop-in fee with membership or
$13 drop-in fee without.
Ukulele Players
Attention all ukulele enthusiasts
and potential ukulele players. Let’s
get together to play, share songs
and techniques. All levels of players are welcome. Thursday nights,
7-9 p.m. No fee. Senior Center
membership required.
Great Family Storytelling 1.0
L.E. Taylor, author of “Elgan and
Grace—A Twentieth Century
Saga,” believes “everyone has a
story to tell.” This workshop will
stimulate and strengthen the brain
through personal recall of life experiences. You do have your own
story to tell and the joy of sharing
your story with others. Next session is July 25, 1:30-3 p.m. Cost is
$80 with membership.
Oil and Acrylic Painting
Joanna Clifton provides painting
instruction the first Thursday of
each month from 1-4 p.m. Beginner and intermediate levels of
painters are encouraged to attend.
Cost is $80 for four classes with a
membership.
Fun with Oils
A new session of oil painting
classes begins the first Thursday
of each month from noon-4 p.m.
Instructor Andrew Wages has 20
years of experience teaching and
has painted for 50 years. Cost
for the class is $85 a month with
membership.
“Color My World”
Come join in the newest craze,
coloring for adults. Coloring is
reintroducing art as an important
component of health and wellness.
Color pens, crayons and pictures
will be provided or bring your own.
A table will be set up with coloring supplies every Thursday from
1-4 p.m. for visiting and coloring.
A multi-generational table is available for you to enjoy the fun of
coloring with your grandchildren.
No fee.
Watercolor
Renata Sharman will offer watercolor classes for beginners.
Students will learn the basics of
materials, tools and techniques
of watercolor. Intermediate and
advanced self-paced students are
welcome. Classes are held Tuesdays for four consecutive weeks
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. New session
starts July 11. Cost is $80 with
membership or $22 per class.
Please call 972-744-7800 for the
class supply list.
Quilt Essentials
Learn the art of hand piecing and
quilting as well as sewing machine
piecing and quilting. Class meets
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Cost for beginners and first-time
students is $35 per month and
for advanced students is $15 per
month with a membership. Free
buddy-sewing time is from 8-10
a.m. Tuesdays. Darlene Martin is
the instructor.

The Richardson Senior Center welcomes adults ages 55 and older. This facility is especially
designed for senior enjoyment, and the staff looks forward to the opportunity to provide an atmosphere of enrichment and fellowship.
Unfortunately, the Center is not licensed to provide the services of an Adult Care facility. So,
for the benefit of all patrons, the Center requires that all participants take full responsibility of
their own physical care and hygiene. Those patrons needing assistance, or who lack the ability to
navigate a wheelchair or walker independently, are welcome to be accompanied by a caregiver or
an assistant. Your understanding and cooperation is appreciated.
ABC Quilting
Students will learn basic appliqué
techniques to build their skills and
tabletop basting will be taught. A
large standing basting frame will
be available for those who have
constructed quilt tops and need to
pin, thread baste or tie their quilts.
Hand piecers are welcome in this
class, as are other quilters needing
extra time to “catch up” on their
quilt tops. Class meets every Monday from 2-6 p.m. Cost for the
class is $16 a month with membership. Jan Eby is the instructor.
Pocket Billiards Class
Ted Swanson offers individually
scheduled two-hour classes Saturdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Each class
has a two student maximum. Beginner to advanced skill levels are
welcome. Register before day of
class or call 972-744-7800. Cost is
$10 per person/per class.
Crochet
Classes are taught Thursdays from
2:15-4:15 p.m. The price is $5 per
class. For new students, please
bring a #J or #H crochet hook and
a skein of four-ply yarn.
AARP
“Smart Driver” Program
Anyone 50 years and older may attend. The completion certificate
is used for automobile insurance
premium reductions. Please check
with your insurance company for
percentage of reduction. The certificate does not qualify for a traffic citation dismissal. Cost is $15
for AARP members and $20 for
nonmembers. Reservations may
be made by calling 972-744-7800.
Please pay the instructor at the
time of the class. Classes are held
at the Richardson Senior Center.
July 6

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

July 20

6-10 p.m.

The Richardson
Senior Dance
The calendar lists the dates for
this month’s ballroom dances.
July 1

Doc Gibbs

July 8

Swinging Ballroom

July 22

Tommy Chandler

July 29

Country Western
Dance with Bobby
G City Lights
Band

Dances begin at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, 820 W. Arapaho Rd.,
and end at 9:30 p.m. Dances are
$5 per person. Light refreshments
are served.

Conversational French
This beginner class provides a solid
introduction to French culture and
language. Instructor, Serge Schragin has taught ESL at Richland
College and high school French
for 11 years. He is a current member of Alliance Francaise de Dallas and the American Association
of Teachers of French. Conversational French is a beginner’s level
class, although those who would
like to refresh their speaking skills
are welcome. Next eight-week session will start Aug. 7. Class time is
1-2 p.m. Cost is $48.
NEW!! Intermediate
Conversational French
Intermediate French will build
on your beginner language skills.
Some knowledge of the French
language is required for this class.
Next eight-week session starts July
10. Class time is 2:30-3:30 p.m.
Cost is $48.
NEW!! Beginner
Conversational Spanish
Exercise your brain and learn a
new language. This eight-week
session will start July 6 from 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost is $52 with
Senior Center membership.
Conversational Spanish
Brush up on your Spanish skills
by joining our intermediate Spanish class. Some knowledge of the
Spanish language is required. The
next eight-week session begins July
6 from 1-2 p.m. Cost is $48 with
membership.
Bridge Lessons
Learn how to play Party Bridge
Wednesdays from 2-4 p.m. Call
972-744-7800 for next five-week
session. Cost is $50 with membership; $53 without.
Adult Piano Lessons
Dr. Margaret Mulvey Claiborne
offers piano lessons to adults 55
and older on a monthly basis. Cost
is $85 with membership. Call 972744-7800 for an appointment.

Programs
AARP Richardson Chapter
The Richardson AARP Chapter
#1651 meets the third Monday of
the month at 1 p.m. at the Senior
Center. All are welcome.
Richardson Public Library
The Richardson Public Library
provides the Richardson Senior
Center with books on CD and
large-print books.

Needleworks
Bring your needlework and join us
for a day of friendship and handcrafts. We meet Tuesdays from 10
a.m.-2 p.m.
Tatting
Tatting is an ancient art of making
lace with a shuttle and string using
one stitch. We meet every Tuesday from 3:30-8 p.m. and have
supplies for you to start. Free and
open to all ages.
Bingo
Next bingo is July 20 at 2 p.m.
Senior Table Tennis
Players who love the game are invited to play Tuesday and Thursday
from 7-9 p.m. and Saturday from
1-4:45 p.m.
Pool Tournaments
Pool tournaments are every Friday
at 1 p.m. with registration beginning at 12:30 p.m. Due to Friday
pool tournaments, open play is
from 3:30-5 p.m. only.
Shuffleboard
Shuffleboard is available for play
during regular Senior Center hours.
Tennis League
Richardson’s Huffhines Tennis
Center offers times exclusive to
seniors. The senior men’s group
plays Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 8 a.m.-noon. The
ladies group plays Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m.-noon. A
3.0 (intermediate skill level) is required for both men and women
players. Lessons are available to
help players achieve this level. For
information, call 972-744-7870.
Senior Golf League
The Richardson Senior Golf
League is open to men and women
55 years or older playing at all skill
levels. The members are divided
evenly into four flights. All play is
at Sherrill Park on Monday mornings with a shotgun start. The
league is for the enjoyment of golf,
and several league rules have been
adapted to speed up play and increase the pleasure of the game.
Please contact Alan Tanowitz,
president, at 972-231-6882, or Jim
White, treasurer, at 972-234-6167.
Senior Bowling League
The Roadrunner Bowling League
is a great way to meet new people
and exercise at the same time. We
have openings for regular members
and subs for the 2016-17 season.
For more information, contact
Richard Steffen, president, at 972865-9613.

Dance Classes at the Senior Center
Class
Day
Time
Adv. Line Dance
Mon.
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Beg. Line Dance
Tues.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Int. Line Dance
Tues.
10:45-11:45 a.m.
Int./Adv. Ballroom
Wed.
2-4 p.m.
			
			
Group Ballroom
Fri.
3-4 p.m.
			
Private Ballroom
Appointment		

Fee
$3
$11/Month
$2
$50 Couple/Month
$25 Single/Month or
$10 per class
$10 Couple
$5 Single
$40

Instructor
Aubrey
Halvorson
Halvorson
Faris
Faris
Faris
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972-744-7800
Happy Birthday Party
We celebrate birthdays that are in
the seasons of SPRING, SUMMER, FALL or WINTER. Cake
and punch is served at 1 p.m. The
next celebration is Sept. 25 at 1
p.m. for birthdays in September,
October and November.
Sing-A-Long
Come and sing your favorite melodies at our sing-a-long at 1 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month.
Let’s Play “42”
Regular “42” games are scheduled
Thursday afternoons from 12:304 p.m. at the Richardson Senior
Center. New players welcome.
The Richardson Red Hatters
The Richardson Red Hatters welcome all women to put on their
red hats and have some fun. Next
meeting is Aug. 7 at 11:30 a.m.
Please bring a sack lunch or you
may purchase a lunch from the Senior Center’s concession.
Photography Club
If photography is your hobby or
you just love to take pictures, how
about joining a photography club
to share ideas and know-how? You
do not need professional equipment, just the love of capturing a
moment. Meetings are held on the
first Thursday of every month, 7-9
p.m. No fee.
Mental Aerobics
Riddles, word games, puzzles, trivia and a general mental playground
will help keep your brain activity sharp. We have a large room
and welcome drop-ins who enjoy
thinking activities that require no
study, memorization, practice or
stress. Mondays at 10 a.m.
Scrabble Club
Come join us Wednesdays from
noon-4 p.m. to meet new friends,
exercise your mind and have a fun
time playing Scrabble. Those 16
and over are welcome to participate. Ages 12-15 must be accompanied with an adult.
Emeritus Plus 50 Program
at Richland College
Explore lifelong learning with
classes at Richland College for
ages 50 and over. If you are 65
years or over and live in Dallas
County, you may be eligible for
FREE classes. Day, evening and
Saturday classes are available.
Call 972-238-6972 or visit
www.richlandcollege.edu/emeritus.
Chess Club
The chess club meets Thursday
nights from 6-9 p.m. Youth and
adults of all playing strengths are
welcome. The club activities include Swiss Tournaments, Opening
Theme matches and video matches. Call the Senior Center at 972744-7800 for more information.
Texas Reelers Square Dance
The Texas Reelers Square Dance
Club sponsors square and round
dancing the first and third Friday of every month from 7:30-10
p.m. Like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheTexasReelersSquareDance. Admission is $7.
Rebel Rousers
Square Dance
The Rebel Rousers Square Dance
Club hosts a square dance the third
Saturday of each month from 7:3010:30 p.m. Fee is $7 per person.

Services
Chair Massage
Lavona Kirtley, our chair massage
therapist, offers chair massage on
Tuesday mornings. Call 972-7447800 to make your appointment.
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City of Richardson
Transportation Service
Transportation is offered to Richardson residents ages 55 and
over. The City’s van service operates Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Persons may ride
anywhere within the city limits of
Richardson for 25 cents each way.
For general transportation, we begin taking reservations on Friday
at 8:30 a.m., prior to the week you
need service. For doctor’s appointments, we begin taking reservations at 3 p.m. Thursday. Call 972744-7805 for reservations.
The Seniors’ Net
The NETWORK of Community
Ministries Seniors’ Net program
provides a variety of services to
help seniors in the community
remain independent and in their
own homes for as long as possible.
Programs include handyman services, senior informational seminars, Loaves of Love, home delivered groceries, medical equipment
and holiday baskets. The “Loaves
of Love” program has expanded!
Seniors residing within Richardson ISD may shop for free loaves
of bread at the NETWORK offices
located at 741 S. Sherman St. in
Richardson. The program is open
Thursdays and Fridays from 9-11
a.m. Call 972-234-8880.
Understanding Medicare:
Your Questions Answered
We are offering free monthly educational classes on the ABCDs of
Medicare. You will learn when and
how to apply; what is covered and
what is not; which is right for you;
Advantage versus Supplemental
plans; Part D drug plans and the
three common mistakes that could
cost you thousands; how to compare plans and prices, and more.
You will be updated on the changes
in both Social Security and Medicare. Bring your questions and
stay informed. Classes held first
Tuesday of the month from 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. and first Thursday
of the month from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
No fee. Due to July 4th holiday,
classes will be Tuesday, July 11
and Thursday, July 13.
First Richardson Helpers
First Richardson Helpers (FRH)
is staffed by senior volunteers
who provide minor home maintenance and repair service to seniors. Basic services include installation of bathroom grab bars
and outdoor hand rails, repair of
dripping faucets, running toilets
and minor electrical problems as
well as maintenance items such
as caulking, light bulb and A/C
filter replacement. In addition,
FRH provides assistance with
code enforcement issues. To request service, call the 24-hour hotline at 972-996-0160 or online at
www.firstrichardsonhelpers.org.
Click on “Request for Services.”
Benefits Counseling
The Dallas Area Agency on Aging is able to assist with questions
about eligibility requirements for
Medicare, Medicaid, SSI and other public health benefits. Please
call 972-744-7800 to schedule an
appointment for Aug. 4.
Hearing Screening
Zounds Hearing of North Texas will
offer free hearing screenings and
check hearing aids the first Friday of
each month from 1:30-3 p.m. Call
972-744-7800 for appointment.
Volunteer Opportunities
Call Haley at 972-744-7811 for
various volunteer opportunities at
the Senior Center.

Blood Pressure Checks
Free blood pressure screenings are
available Wednesdays from 9-11
a.m. at the Senior Center.
“Legacy Plan for Your Pets”
July 20—10 a.m.–No Fee
Attorney Lorie Burch will discuss
how to make sure your pets are
protected, well cared for and loved
when you are no longer able to.
RSVP Volunteer Program
Are you looking for a way to give
back to your community? Why not
become a volunteer for the “Richardson Rowdies?” If you are age 55
or older, you are invited to become
a Rowdies volunteer. The Rowdies
volunteer at various nonprofits
throughout Dallas County and Collin County helping with mail outs,
assembling “goodie bags” and other
light tasks. The Rowdies meet at
the Richardson Senior Center.
Transportation is provided by RSVP
to and from the volunteer locations.
For more information on how to become involved, call Octavia Griffin
at 214-525-6167.
NEW!! B.A.S.I.C.S.
for Healthy Living
Body Awareness Support (to)
Improve Cognitive Skills
As we age, the connection between our minds and bodies can
become less direct than when we
were younger; the time between
thought and action increases, and
control of our bodies decreases.
This class is designed to improve
body awareness and motor control that can also improve cognitive skills. Class is held Tuesdays,
12:15-1 p.m. Next class begins
Sept. 5. Cost is $10 a month.
The Memory Café
The Senior Center hosts a new
free program called “The Memory
Café” that is designed for both
those who suffer from Alzheimer’s/
dementia and their family/friends.
Participants will be able to socialize, share concerns/ideas and learn
more about the issues facing those
with memory loss and dementia.
It is held the first Thursday of the
month from 10-11 a.m. The next
meeting is July 6.

Fitness
Stretch and Strengthen
This class is designed for men
and women of all fitness levels.
You will regain or improve muscle
tone, balance and flexibility. Wear
comfortable loose-fitting clothing.
Classes are Wednesdays from 1011 a.m. Cost is $4 per class.
Fit for Life—Beginning
Strength Training Class
Strength training that works all
muscle groups. Two classes offered: first Monday of month,
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., four weeks;
first Wednesday of month, 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m., four weeks. Cost
is $25 for four weeks or $7 per
class. Cooper Institute certified
personal trainer Elaine Hosage is
the instructor.
Fit for Life—Intermediate
Strength Training Class
Classes for this next level of fitness begin the first Monday of the
month from 1-2 p.m. and the first
Wednesday from 10-11 a.m. for
four weeks. Cost is $25 for four
weeks or $7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer
Elaine Hosage is the instructor.
Aerobic Exercise
Renate Racher teaches exercise
class Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15-9:15 a.m. Cost is
$2 with a membership.

Senior Center
Private Trainer
How is Your Balance?
This personalized fitness program
is designed to help increase cardiovascular endurance, strength,
flexibility and balance. All sessions
are held in a private room. Fee is
$60 a session with a six-session
commitment ($90 each session for
couples). Call 972-744-7800 to
make your appointment with personal trainer Elaine Hosage. She
has her certifications in special
population (older adult) and general population from the Cooper
Institute.
Pilates Class
Learn the basics of mat Pilates.
Class meets every Monday from
9:30-10 a.m. Beginners as well as
those with more experience are
welcome. This class is done on the
floor with a mat. Strengthen your
core muscles to help improve posture, reduce lower backaches and
gain balance. Cost is $25 a month
and is for all ages and fitness levels. Next session will begin Aug. 7.
WaterAerobic Classes
Instructor Laurie Wilder continues WaterAerobic instruction
for the Summer WaterAerobic
classes at two locations.
Three punch card options:
10-class card - $40
6-class card - $24
4-class card - $16
The punch card may be used for
any class.
Schedule for summer is as follows:
Rise and Shine: Cottonwood
Pool 7:30-8:30 a.m., M, W, F
Designed for intermediate to advanced students, ages 16 and older. Aqua shoes are suggested.
Morning Glories: Cottonwood
Pool 8:45-9:30 a.m., M, W, F
Designed with all fitness levels in
mind. This class is for all ages including active seniors. Aqua shoes
are suggested.
SPF 45: J.J. Pearce High School
Natatorium 10:15-11 a.m., M, F
This indoor class is designed with
all levels in mind including active
seniors. Aqua shoes are suggested.
For more information, call the information line at 972-744-7813 or
the Richardson Senior Center at
972-744-7800.
Pickleball
The Richardson Senior Center
pickleball instruction and play is
offered every Friday at Huffhines
Recreation Center, 200 N. Plano
Rd., 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Cost is $8 a
month (refunds not available) plus
a Senior Center membership or
$3 per lesson plus a Senior Center
membership. (Richardson resident
Senior Center only membership
cost is a one-time fee of $5. Nonresident Senior Center only membership is $15 a year.) Instructor is David Wilmot. If you would like more
information call 972-744-7800.
Hatha Yoga for All Ages
Bharati Amin instructs classes every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9:30-11 a.m. and Tuesday
and Thursday evenings from 5:306:45 p.m. Cost is $5 with membership.

Chair Yoga
Chair yoga is a gentle form of yoga
that is practiced while sitting in
a chair. It helps with flexibility,
breathing, relaxation and overall
physical fitness without the difficulty of getting down or up from
the floor. Class is held Mondays
at 9 a.m. Cost is $6 per class with
membership.
Tai Chi for All Ages
Philip Russell teaches this fun and
energizing way to better health.
The cost is $7 per class with membership. Classes are Mondays
from 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Zumba Gold
Zumba Gold is Back!!!!!
The new fun fitness rage of Zumba
has been modified to target older
participants. Zumba Gold is a fitness program that is geared to active older adults, as well as those
just starting their fitness journey.
You will learn easy to follow moves
to zesty music in a party upbeat atmosphere. Classes are held Mondays, 10:45-11:45 a.m. Monthly
fee is $25. Next monthly session
starts Aug. 7.

Senior Holiday Bazaar
Our annual Senior Holiday Bazaar will be held Friday and
Saturday, Nov. 10 and 11, from
9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Richardson Senior Center. Registration
begins July 1 for Richardson
residents only. If you are 55 or
older, a resident and would like
to participate in our annual craft
sale, please fill out the registration form and mail it to The
Richardson Senior Center, 820
W. Arapaho Rd., Richardson,
TX 75080 Attn.: Holiday Bazaar.
Robin’s Nest crafters who are
active crafters as of July 1 will
have priority. All items must be
handmade by the crafter. Nonresidents may register beginning
Aug. 1. Eight-foot tables with
two chairs will rent for $30 each.
A Tax ID will be required to participate.
Name:_____________________
D.O.B.: ____________________
Address:___________________
__________________________
__________________________
Phone:_____________________
Tax ID#:___________________
Craft items to be sold include:
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
Tables requested:____________
Any special requests?
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

Robin’s Nest Craft Store
For those special gifts, shop at the Robin’s Nest
Craft Store inside the Senior Center. Our senior
consignment shop is open Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and is located inside the Senior Center at 820 W. Arapaho Rd. Stop by, browse
and admire the handmade crafts that are for sale.
Open to the public.

Page 12

Richardson Today, July 2017

Library

900 Civic Center Dr.

www.richardsonpubliclibrary.com

Friends of the Richardson Public Library present

PRINTING
CONTEST

Design your own unique 3D
creation following the theme
“Building A Better World.”
Submit your original design to
be 3D printed on the Library’s
3D printer. All entries must be
made up of one or more 3D
printed objects.

Laugh along at Rob Holladay’s hilariously magical
balloon twisting!
Ages 6 and older
Saturday, July 15
3-4 p.m.

One first-place prize will be awarded to each age group:
Ages 7-12: 		
$50 gift card to Fry’s Electronics
Ages 13-17:
$100 gift card to Fry’s Electronics
Ages 18 and older:
$250 gift card to Fry’s Electronics

Basement Program Room

972-744-4350
The Buzz about Bees!
Try on bee suits, sample
honey and beeswax lotion,
create puppets, games and
more.
Monday, July 24
3-4 p.m.
ages 5 and up
Basement Program Room

Submit an entry form below along with your 3D printed
creation by Aug. 1!
Submissions will be displayed in the C-Tech area from
Sept. 1-30.

Designs will be judged equally on their creativity, complexity and aesthetic value.
Judging will take place in mid-August. The three judges will include one staff
member from Richardson Public Library, one member of the Friends of the Richardson Library
Board and one City of Richardson official. All entries will be checked for copies online. For
information about obtaining an entry form and contest rules, call 972-744-4376.

TO D D L E R

TEENS

OBSTACLE COURSE

a teen book club
for ages 13-18

Pssst! Insider info provided by an actual Ninja Warrior!

Saturday, July 29
10:30-11:30 a.m.
First Floor Program Room

Test your Ninja Warrior
skills on the ultimate
obstacle course for
‘tweens and teens,
ages 10-18!

Saturday, July 22
2-3:30 p.m.
Basement Program Room
Registration required,
call 972-744-4358

Kids ages 2 and 3, cruise into storytime with an adult
and create a cool box car! Then watch a fun mini film
and munch on kid snacks.

3D Printing &
Tinkercad Class
It’s Time to Slime!
You’ve seen them on
Instagram and YouTube, now make your
own slimes and floams.

For ages 10-18

Saturday, July 8
2-3:30 p.m.
Basement Program Room
All supplies provided.

GET TECH SAVVY!

Beginner Level: Set up a Tinkercad account and create
your first 3D design to print on the Library’s 3D printer!
For ages 13 and up

Monday, July 10, 6:30-8 p.m.
Basement Training Room

Laptops provided

Registration required

Call 972-744-4359 to register and for more information.

Read this month’s
book club selection,
“The Girl from Everywhere,”
by Heidi Heilig and
join the discussion!
Thursday, July 13
6-7 p.m.

2nd Floor Conference Room

Google Drive Basics:
Save, Store & Sync

Get started with Google Drive!
Create an account, and learn how
to upload, organize and share your
documents with others.

Saturday, July 8, 10:30 a.m.–noon
Laptops will be available or you can bring your own.
Basement Training Room • Adults and Teens • Registration required
Call 972-744-4359 to register and for more information.

Baby Booksit

storytime for pre-walkers
Introduce baby to books, stories, rhymes, finger
plays, music and other early literacy tools.

Baby Booksit for
Richardson residents
6 weeks-12 months,
accompanied by at
least one parent.
Please choose ONE of the following times:
Mon.

6-6:20 p.m.

Wed.

10:15-10:35 a.m.

Registration is required, call 972-744-4358.

Monday, July 31
through
Monday, Sept. 11
Registration begins
Monday, July 17.

Digitizing Your
Family Photos
and Artifacts
Learn the steps to
organize, digitize and
preserve your heirloom
family photos

Tuesday, July 11
10:30 a.m.-noon
Adults and Teens
Basement Program Room
Registration required
Call 972-744-4376
for more information.

BabySteps

Meet some friendly
canine book friends!

Tales for
Tails
Hear the true tales of how
the Heart of Texas Therapy
Dogs came to be. Meet
them and hear their trainers!

For Richardson residents 1224 months old accompanied
by at least one parent.

Friday, July 7, 3-4 p.m.

BabySteps begins
Monday, July 31 and ends
Monday, Sept. 11.
Required registration begins
Monday, July 17,
call 972-744-4358.
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First Floor Program Room

Please choose ONE of the following times:

Readers in grades K-4, come
pet and read to real dogs!

Mon.

6:45-7:05 p.m.

Sunday, July 16, 3-4 p.m.

Wed.

11-11:20 a.m.

First Floor Program Room

