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2017-18 Budget supports City Council goals

ART FESTIVAL

OCTOBER 7-8

COTTONWOOD PARK • RICHARDSON, TEXAS

Saturday: 10a-7p • Sunday: 10a-5p

240 ARTISTS LIVE MUSIC
HANDS-ON KIDS AREA
FOOD COURT • CRAFT BEER GARDEN

FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING

there’s an art to having fun!

CottonwoodArtFestival.com

Cottonwood
Art Festival
is Oct. 7-8
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The semi-annual event features work from 240 artists
and offers live music, food
and beverages and the Kids’
ArtStop.
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Richochet17
is Oct. 21
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View, hear, taste and create
all forms of art during this
one-day event that highlights
arts in Richardson.
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The 2017-18 Budget includes funding for two additional police officers and converting a part-time crime analyst to full-time.
The 2017-18 Budget, approved
by the City Council last month,
allows for an overall increase in
funding of 4.4 percent as a result
of strong property values associated with growth in the Richardson
Telecom Corridor® area. The new
budget will directly apply the impact of this recent growth toward
improvements in infrastructure
and resources for public safety.
After a 1-cent reduction in
the tax rate last year, the 2017-18
Budget maintains the tax rate of
$0.62516 and also includes an increase in the City’s senior property
tax exemption to $80,000.
“We are very proud of our city
and how our growth is providing
opportunities to act on many projects sought by the community,”
Richardson City Manager Dan
Johnson said. “This year’s Bud-

get follows the Council’s goal to
continue robust contributions for
infrastructure improvement and
provides continued support for
public safety, economic development and citizen services. We’re
pleased that we have also been
able to achieve this for the past few
years with very little growth in operational government spending, as
we continue to perform efficiently
and affordably for our residential
and corporate community.”
The following are some key
elements included in this year’s
Budget.
Enhanced
Infrastructure Maintenance
Street maintenance is funded at
$4.9 million in this year’s Budget
for arterial streets, collector streets
and neighborhood zones, an alley
repair program, and a preventative

maintenance program. Also budgeted are repairing and enhancing
five bridge railings, replacing several small street signs, refreshing
and replacing numerous pavement
markings, updating one bike lane
and adding one mile of bike lane.
Public Safety Facilities
and Staffing
This year’s Budget includes allocation for two new police officers
and converting a part-time crime
analyst to full-time. Funding is
included for enhanced equipment
for dispatch and Fire EMS units
and the replacement of vehicles
for the Police Department and
the replacement of a Quint fire
apparatus and an ambulance for
the Fire Department. The Budget
also includes monies for the Public
Safety Campus that was approved
in the 2015 Bond Program.
Economic Development
and Renewal
This fund was first established
in Fiscal 2014-15 with a 1/2 cent
from the property tax rate dedicated to help build resources to
attract catalyst projects designed
to encourage redevelopment and
create quality employment centers. Funding has increased over
the last four fiscal years and the
original 1/2 cent has grown to 8/10
cent for Fiscal 2017-18.
Enhanced Customer
and City Experiences
This continues to be a City
Council priority and the 201718 Budget includes more than

$300,000 for several projects that
include, but are not limited to:
new pool slides and diving boards
and pool deck furniture at neighborhood pools; new treadmills at
Heights Rec Center and a new
playground shade structure at
Huffhines Rec Center; court resurfacing at Huffhines Tennis Center;
next phase in the C-Tech program
at the Library; new cat kennels at
the Animal Shelter; and improvements at the at Sherrill Park Golf
Course tournament pavilion.
Other highlights include:
• Certified Tax Roll increase of
10.86 percent
• Sales Tax forecast of 2.75 percent above estimated “base to
base” year-end 2016-17 collections
• Eligible public safety employees will receive up to 5 percent
merit-based step increases, and
3 percent market adjustments
for all public safety employees
• 3 percent merit based increase
for general employees
• 9.5 percent rate adjustment in
water and sewer services
• Funding of $2.9 million of fouryear debt financing for general
equipment, vehicles and projects
For a detailed look at the 201718 Budget, go to www.cor.net/budget.
Page 3 of this publication contains more information about the
City’s expenditures and revenues
for 2017-18.

City Council’s commitment City Council sets 2017-19 Goals
The City Council has anto infrastructure continues nounced its 2017-19 Statement
Drug
Take-back Event
is Oct. 28
Page 8
Dispose of unused and expired medications.

As the country began to recover
from the Great Recession at the
beginning of this decade, City of
Richardson leaders saw the renewed invigoration in the economy
as an opportunity to restore and
strengthen the focus and commitment to investing in infrastructure
improvements in the community.
That commitment was demonstrated in Fiscal 2010-11 when the
City Council approved the dedication of 1 cent from the property tax
rate for the Street Rehabilitation
Program. The 1 cent appropriation
was continued over the next two
fiscal years, resulting in almost $1

million in 2011-12 and more than
$1 million in 2012-13 spent on infrastructure improvements.
An approved increase to 1 3/4
cents of the property tax rate in
Fiscal 2013-14 almost doubled
the amount budgeted for road
maintenance to $2.08 million and
signaled the beginning of a multiyear effort to revitalize area roads.
The City Council increased the
program’s funding to 2 cents in the
2014-15 Budget. A total of $2.7
million was provided for projects
such as pavement repair, street
leveling and crack sealing.
. . . continued on page 2

of Goals, adopted at the Sept.
11 City Council meeting. The
Council’s vision, four goals and
10 strategies were developed
after several meetings during
the summer to review past
goals and accomplishments and
determine continued priorities,
as well as changes/additions.
The 2017-19 goals are:
• For Richardson to be a place
where people are proud to
live, work, invest and engage
in the community
• To have clear, easy to understand processes and policies
that make it easy to interact with the City
• To have stakeholders choose Richardson as the best place in the region to locate, contribute and participate
• To effectively and efficiently manage city resources while maintaining
and enhancing city services
The 2017-19 strategies, which further define the goals, are:
• Enhance the quality of life of our stakeholders
• Protect and strengthen stakeholder investments in the City
• Increase the sense of community and citizen engagement
• Improve customer experience in interactions with the City
• Increase private participation and contributions
• Integrate innovative business processes
• Effective and efficient management of City finances
• Attract, develop and retain quality City employees
• Attract and retain targeted businesses; increase the number, quality
and variety of job opportunities throughout the City
• Leverage our regional leadership position to positively impact county,
state and federal issues
To view the complete 2017-19 Statement of Goals, including the City
Council’s vision, go to www.cor.net/goals.
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Richardson City Council continues
commitment to infrastructure improvements
. . . continued from page 1
Funds dedicated to the Street Rehabilitation Program have continued to increase for the last three
years with $3.54 million in 2015-16, $4 million in
2016-17 and $4.9 million approved for this fiscal year.
City streets
The majority of the City’s streets are constructed
of concrete, which typically has an expected life of
about 25 years. Eighty percent of the City’s streets
are older than 30 years, but the City has been able
to extend their lifespan through proper maintenance.
Streets that are considered in “good” or “fair”
condition may have some failures, but they are still
considered cost effective to repair, and preventative

maintenance can be carried out to extend their life.
Streets that are graded as “poor” are not considered
candidates for repairs since it would not be cost effective, and they are simply maintained until a strategy
for their reconstruction or replacement can be implemented.
A map on page 4 of this publication provides a
glimpse of some of the work that has been done as
part of the Street Rehabilitation Program. The map
also includes the planned work that is funded in the
2017-18 Budget.
For more information, visit www.cor.net/budget
and www.cor.net/projects.

Summer water conservation plan in effect
No lawn watering between 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

TWICE-PER-WEEK WATERING:

Lawn irrigation is prohibited from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
or during periods of rain.
Water Wednesday and Sunday
for odd numbered addresses
(ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9)

Water Tuesday and Saturday
for even numbered addresses
(ending in 2, 4, 6, 8, 0)
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972-744-4220—www.cor.net/waterconservation

Annual Christmas Parade is Dec. 2
“Magical, Musical Christmas!”
What better way to honor those who serve our
community every day than to have our first responders be this year’s “Magical, Musical Christmas Parade” Grand Marshals! The 45th Annual
Richardson Christmas Parade is Saturday, Dec. 2
at 9 a.m. on the east side of town. Individuals and
groups are encouraged to represent this theme with
their costumes, vehicles and floats. Come kick off
the holiday season and get in the Christmas spirit
by participating in this exciting event.
Registration forms will be available online beginning Nov. 1 by going to www.cor.net/ChristmasParade. Deadline for registration is Nov. 26.
Would you like to become a Friend of the Parade? There are two levels for your convenience:
VIP Silver package ($40–2 people) and VIP Gold
package ($60–4 people). Includes a friends’ tent
at the parade with refreshments, parking pass, VIP
seating and a gift card that will go directly to a recipient of Network of Community Ministries.
For information regarding the parade or becoming a Friend of the Parade, contact Parade Manager Allison Rhinebarger at allison.rhinebarger@
cor.gov or 972-744-7853.

Community Events. You can also
view CITV videos on YouTube.
Visit www.cor.net/SocialMedia for
a full listing.

Richardson Today Staff
Richardson Today is a monthly publication of the City of Richardson. It is free for
Richardson residents. The publication is designed to keep citizens of Richardson
informed of activities and news that may be of interest to them. If you have any
comments or suggestions concerning this or future issues, please send them to:
Citizens Information Services
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick McGarry
City Hall/Civic Center
Writers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Conrad
411
W. Arapaho Rd., Suite 204
Patricia Allbee
Richardson, Texas 75080
Graphic Design . . . . . . Gina Wooldridge
972-744-4104
richardsontoday@cor.gov
Printed on recycled paper

paul.voelker@cor.gov

street sign replacement, nearly $1
million more than was included in
the 2016-17 budget and more than
four times the amount dedicated to
it five years ago.
You can see a detailed breakdown
of revenue and expenditures on page
3 of this edition of Richardson Today.
You can also view the budget, as well
as video of the discussions that led
up to its passage, by visiting www.
cor.net/budget. We’ve made these
resources available so you can learn
more about the process, and I hope
you feel as I do that the priorities
we’ve chosen to focus on with our
valuable tax dollars are allowing us to
continue to build on the strength of
our community in a fiscally responsible way.
Sincerely,

Paul Voelker
Mayor

Council Member
Bob Dubey
Place 1

Council Member
Scott Dunn
Place 3

Council Member
Mabel Simpson
Place 4

Council Member
Marta Gómez Frey
Place 5

Council Member
Steve Mitchell
Place 6

bob.dubey@cor.gov

scott.dunn@cor.gov

Receive City news
updates by e-mail
Sign up to receive the City’s “Week
In Review” e-mail, which is sent each
Friday, as well as to receive important
notifications concerning City events,
projects, services and information
about weather-related activities and
the West Nile virus. Visit www.cor.
net/ENews, and select the options
you would like to subscribe to.

Requesting an Accommodation
The City of Richardson will make all reasonable
modifications to policies and programs to ensure that
people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to
enjoy all City programs, services and activities. Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or
procedures to participate in a City program, service
or activity, are requested to contact:

Mayor
Paul Voelker

Mayor Pro Tem
Mark Solomon
Place 2

mark.solomon@cor.gov

City Social Media
Several City departments are active on Facebook and Twitter,
including Richardson Today, the
Animal Shelter, the Eisemann
Center, the Library, Parks and Police departments and Richardson’s

As we begin the City’s 2017-18
fiscal year, we do so with a budget
that focuses on maintaining and
improving infrastructure, providing support to our first responders,
increasing economic development
opportunities and enhancing our
municipal services. The theme of
this year’s budget was “Fully Engaged,” and I know the City Council and city staff are fully engaged
in providing things like exceptional
public safety, strong neighborhoods,
vibrant cultural arts and a place people are proud to call “home.”
Last year we reduced the property tax rate and this year we were
able to increase funding for key priorities while maintaining that rate
of $0.62516 per $100 of assessed
property value. We also increased
the City’s senior property tax exemption to $80,000, saving seniors who
receive the exemption an average of
$500 annually.
As our population and businesses
grow thanks to new mixed-use developments, a portion of the new
revenues we receive needs to be allocated to ensure our first responders are well-equipped to handle an
increase in call volume. This year’s
budget includes two new police officers and the conversion of one
part-time crime analyst position to a
full-time position, which brings the
number of new public safety hires
over the last four years to 28. It also
includes funding for new police and
fire equipment and capital funding
for the new Public Safety Campus,
which broke ground last month.
This year’s budget continues the
trend of prioritizing infrastructure
maintenance throughout the city. A
total of $5.7 million is dedicated to
street/alley maintenance, bridge railing repairs, pavement makings and

Taylor Lough, ADA Coordinator
972-744-4208
411 West Arapaho Rd., Ste. 201
Richardson, TX 75080
ADACoordinator@cor.gov
Please contact the ADA Coordinator as soon as
possible, but no later than 48 hours before a scheduled event.

mabel.simpson@cor.gov

marta.frey@cor.gov

steve.mitchell@cor.gov

Contact the City Council
Richardson City Council
411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, TX 75080

972-744-4203
www.cor.net/council

About City Council Meetings

Richardson City Council meetings (second and fourth Mondays of each month at
7 p.m.) and work sessions (Mondays at 6 p.m.) are open to the public, and citizens
are welcome to attend. Each meeting’s agenda is posted at City Hall on a bulletin
board at the west end of the building and can be found on the City website, www.
cor.net.
The agenda is posted on Friday evening prior to the Monday night meeting. You
may request a copy of the agenda or more information by calling the City Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4292.
City Council meetings and work sessions are broadcast live on the City’s website at www.cor.net and on the City’s cable TV channel on Spectrum (channel
16) and AT&T U-Verse (channel 99). Taped replays of the meetings are also available on the website within 24 hours.
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2017-18 Richardson City Budget
FRANCHISE FEES: Charges to utility companies operating
within the city limits for use of the City’s rights of way.

12.9%

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE TRANSFERS:

6.7%
40.8%

Transfers between several different types of funds in
support of the general fund to ensure equity in cost sharing.

OTHER REVENUE: Fees from the cable TV
franchise, ambulance service and 9-1-1 service.

3.9%

GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES:
Taxes levied on real and
business property.

3.4%

RECREATION & LEISURE: Fees collected at rec centers,
pools, tennis center, concessions, festivals, etc.
FINES & FORFEITS: Revenue from a wide variety of

2.4%

fines and forfeits, including citations, overdue library books,
misdemeanor violations of state law and other sources.

LICENSE & PERMITS: Numerous fees including but not limited
SALES & OTHER
BUSINESS TAXES:

2.1%

27.5%

A $0.01 per dollar tax collected by
retailers on the sale of goods and
services within the city, as well as
business taxes on mixed
beverages and bingo.

to building permits, childcare permits, alarm system permits,
animal license and shelter fees, and apartment inspection fees.

0.4%

REVENUE FROM MONEY/PROPERTY: Revenue from
interest earnings on the City’s bank and investment accounts.

General Fund Revenues
$130,011,025
General Fund Expenditures
$129,210,166

3.8% INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
3.7% FLEET

40.2%

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES: Includes Capital Projects,

3.6% Planning, Development and Engineering.

PUBLIC SAFETY: Includes Police,
Fire and Emergency Management.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Includes Budget, City Manager’s

3.6%

12.5%

Office, City Secretary, Communications, Custodial, Finance,
Human Resources and non-departmental expenses.

3.3% FACILITY SERVICES
2.8% LIBRARY

2.3%

PARKS

7.6% NON-DEPARTMENTAL
5.8%

STREETS & PENNY TAX

3.9% TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION

0.9%

1.2%

COMMUNITY SERVICES: Includes Code
Enforcement and Environmental Services.

2.1% FINANCE
1.6% HEALTH & ANIMAL SERVICES
1.3% COURT
BUILDING INSPECTION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Top 10 Property Taxpayers in Richardson
Corporate
Properties Trust
(State Farm)
$685,493,462

Collins Technology
Park Partners
$363,167,960

The City of Richardson’s 2017-18
fiscal year certified tax roll saw a
10.9 percent increase in the overall
certified tax base. The total assessed
valuation in 2017 was $15.5 billion.
The top 10 taxpayers’ assessed
valuation in 2017 was $2.64 billion,
or 17.01 percent of the total.
Property taxes provide 40.8 percent
of the City’s entire General Revenue
Fund Resources.

Bank of America
$315,371,123

Texas Instruments
$254,713,927

IBM
Cisco Systems
Qorvo
$198,681,759
$210,305,204
$216,330,694

60%

AT&T
Verizon
$116,982,521
$134,343,231

Change in Residential Valuation 2017-18

Commercial vs. Residential Tax Base
40%

Health Care
Services Corp.
(BCBSTX)
$144,807,193

A greater percentage of the City of
Richardson’s property tax base is from
commercial property, as compared to
residential property.

3.76% 16.19%

No. of Residential Properties
Affected by Valuation
Impact
No. of Properties

29.93%
50.12%

No Change

4,545

Decrease

1,056

Up 0-10 percent

8,405

Residential

No Change

Decrease

Up > 10 percent

14,071

Commercial/Other

Inc. 0%-10%

Up >10%

Total

28,077
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The map below provides a glimpse of some of the work that has been done as part of the Street Rehabilitation Program.
The map also includes the planned work that is funded in the 2017-18 Budget.

Synergy

11

2011-17 Street Rehabilitation
Residential Areas Completed
Residential Areas Underway
Streets Completed

12

Alley Rehabilitation
13

3

2016-17 Alley Repair
2017-18 Alley Repair

1

Fiscal 2017-18 Street Rehabilitation
Area 11, 12, 13

2

1 2 3 Revisit Area*

Collector Street Repair - Phase 2**
Revisit Arterial Street Repair***
Collector Street Repair

*	These three neighborhoods were the first in the Residential Street Program to receive repairs almost four years ago. The repair criteria has since changed and these
areas will be revisited to make sure the repairs are consistent with the current criteria.
** These projects were divided into two phases. Phase 1 was completed this year and Phase 2 will be completed in Fiscal 2017-18.
*** Plano Road was one of the first arterial streets repaired in the rotation in 2012. It will be revisited to address any pavement failures that may have occurred since.

City aids in Hurricane Harvey relief efforts
When Hurricane Harvey made landfall along the
Texas coast in late August, employees from several
city departments assisted with relief efforts both on
the coast and in DFW.
First responders with the Richardson Fire Department were among the first to be called up to prepare
for rescue efforts and were initially placed on standby
at Kelly Air Force Base in San Antonio as part of Texas
Task Force 2, which focuses on search and rescue,
and Texas Emergency Medical Task Force 2, which
offers emergency medical treatment. As soon as the
storm cleared, the task forces were sent to the impact
area in Aransas County, before moving east to Houston to help out with search-and-rescue and with coordinating the emergency services staging area at NRG
Stadium. The response to Hurricane Harvey is one of
the largest multi-jurisdictional coordinated activations
in Texas history. At NRG Stadium they staged and
deployed ambulances, state troopers, AmBus, ambulance strike teams, mobile medical units, medical
helicopters and command elements.
Members of the Richardson Police Department
assisted with the relief efforts both locally and in
Houston. A 911 operator was sent to the Houston
area, while police officers worked locally at the Dallas
mega shelter at the Kay Bailey Hutchinson Convention Center. Two additional Richardson police officers provided aid in the Houston area through their
work with the Texas National Guard.
Members of the City’s Office of Emergency Management also served at both the Dallas Emergency

Operations Center and the state emergency operations center in Austin.
In all, 65 personnel from the City of Richardson
served as part of the relief efforts.
Emergency workers in the impacted area wish to
express their sincere thanks for the outpouring of
support from people wishing to help. Even though
the storm occurred more than a month ago, much
rebuilding work remains to be done along the coast.
The fastest, easiest and most needed way to help is
through a financial donation to your charity of choice.
Agencies like the American Red Cross and Salvation
Army are able to leverage tax-deductible donations to
make a greater impact to hurricane victims.
For more information, visit www.dallashelpforharvey.net.

Trash fee discount for seniors
Richardson residents age 65 or older are eligible for a discount on their residential trash collection fee. In order to qualify, residents must submit a completed application, available online,
along with proof of age, such as a driver’s license, to customer.service@cor.gov. Seniors may also
bring proof of age and fill out the application in the Water Customer Service Office in City Hall.
We are located at 411 W. Arapaho Rd., Room 101. The person signing up must be listed on the
City water account and in the case of married couples, either spouse may fill out the form.
Residents may apply for the discount the day they turn 65 and it will take effect on the next
bill. With the discount, the charge for residential trash collection, including sales tax and the state
mandated landfill fee, is $15.56. The same charge without the discount is $21.

Enhanced services, customer
experiences in 2017-18 Budget
The Richardson
City Council has made
maintaining and enhancing Richardson’s
“customer experience”
a top priority for many
years, and the recently
approved 2017-18 Budget continues to reflect
this focus. It includes
more than $300,000 for
several projects/items
considered to “Enhance
Customer and City Experience,” focused on Pictured is a rendering of the playground
residents, visitors—and shade structure planned for Huffhines Rec
some furry friends as Center.
well.
These items, scheduled for completion/purchase in the next fiscal
year that begins this month, include:
• Replacement of neighborhood pool slides/diving boards/pool deck furniture
• Replacement of treadmills at Heights Rec Center
• Replacement of the playground shade structure at Huffhines Rec
Center
• Huffhines Tennis Center court resurfacing
• Replacement of cat kennels at the Animal Shelter
• Golf Shop and Pavilion refresh at Sherrill Park Golf Course
• Funding for the next phase of C-Tech at the Library
Library staff plan to expand the C-Tech area with a separate space for
teens, utilizing an underused space near the Basement Training Room.
Called “Studio RPL,” it will include an audio visual room and space for
teens to “freely tinker, explore and invent,” according to Library Programming and Marketing Supervisor Vrena Patrick.
Studio RPL will be outfitted with new furniture, including work tables, stools and lounge chairs. Teens will have exclusive access to five of
the Library’s littleBits kits (modular electronic components that allow designing and build without soldering, wiring or programming) and Arduino
(robotics) kits as well as new Ready Animator equipment and software,
and “Raspberry Pi” maker/innovator kits. In addition, the Library’s HP
Sprout will be moved to the new space.
Patrick said the audio visual room and its equipment will allow teens
to create music, blogs and videos.
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Ricochet17 will be held Oct. 21
October is a great month to discover the vibrant
arts scene in Richardson, with two major arts festivals,
a plethora of live performances to choose from on area
stages and one very special day when arts of all forms
simultaneously “happen” in Richardson: Ricochet.
Created and sponsored by Arts Incubator of Richardson (AIR), the annual event features art to view, hear,
taste and create at locations throughout Richardson,
throughout one day. Ricochet17 is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 21 and will feature several new activities
as well as the return of past favorites—and even a few
“Circus Freaks.”
“Ricochet brings needed exposure to all the wonderful and varied arts groups in our culturally diverse
city,” said Rachael Lindley, artistic director for Richardson Theatre Centre, which has participated in
Ricochet since the event began in 2015. “It has been
invaluable to our organization.”
A new location for Ricochet events this year is
CityLine, which will host live music throughout the
afternoon as well as the performance troupe Circus
Freaks. Several pieces of the new Public ArtWalk are
located at CityLine, and free ArtWalk maps will be
available in the Plaza. In addition, CityLine will be
the location for Ricochet’s all new “Art Chairs on Parade,” an art chair contest and exhibit. All ages are
invited to create and/or decorate a chair and bring it
on the day of the event to CityLine Plaza, where the
chairs will be displayed from noon-9 p.m.
Also new this year is a Ricochet17 “mini film festival” to be held at Alamo Drafthouse Cinema once a
week in October—Laika Films such as “Coraline” and
“The Boxtrolls” will be shown, with chalk artists embellishing the Alamo’s sidewalks with Coraline chalk
art Oct. 21.

17

Ricochet

edge-to-edge

creative
energy

Returning Ricochet events include “yarnstorming” and live performances at the Richardson Public
Library, live music and a beer-themed art exhibit at
Four Bullets Brewery, and a poetry slam at Half Price
Books. Members of the international organization
Urban Sketchers will be back to graphically document
the day, sketching at several locations.
Ricochet began as a joint project with the Richardson Symphony Orchestra and funded in part with
a grant from the Cultural Arts Commission. The two
groups came together to provide opportunities for
artists and raise awareness that arts and culture can
be found abundantly north of I-635. The event continues with the help of grant funding and corporate
and individual sponsors including Richardson Living
magazine, Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, CityLine, Frost
Bank and Methodist Richardson Medical Center.
“I love seeing community businesses partner with
AIR for Ricochet and helping the community see
what’s going on with the arts groups,” said Timla
Healey, AIR board member. “It’s a win-win!”
For the full schedule of the day’s events, visit www.
artsincubatorrichardson.org/.

Budget includes water/sewer rate increase
The 2017-18 Budget calls
for 9.5 percent increases to the
City’s water and sewer rates
as the North Texas Municipal
Water District (NTMWD) continues to improve its aging infrastructure while also securing new
water supplies to meet the needs
of its growing customer base.
The NTMWD serves about
1.6 million residents, with that
number projected to increase to
2.5 million by 2040. To keep up
with increased water demand,
the water district is working on a
new pump station set to be complete by 2019, as well as the construction of the Lower Bois d’Arc
Creek Reservoir, which could be
completed by 2022.
The rates charged by the
NTMWD rank in the middle
of the pack compared to other

area water districts. The rate is
less than what is charged by the
Upper Trinity Regional Water
District and the Trinity River
Authority of Texas, while the
rate charged by Dallas Water
Utilities is less than that charged
by the NTMWD. The price of
water continues to rise as water
districts maintain infrastructure,
meet new demand and meet increasing regulation, so the rates
charged by all districts is expected to continue to increase
over the coming years.
The increases to the water
and sewer rates will be reflected
in November water bills. For the
2017-18 fiscal year, an average
water and sewer bill will increase
$8.39 a month. This is based on
usage of 8,000 gallons a month
from October through May and

18,000 gallons a month for June
through September.
The City’s water conservation
plan maintains water restrictions
on a permanent basis due to the
need to promote long-term conservation. While unlimited watering was allowed several years
ago, watering is now limited to
only two days a week, and only
during specific times of day depending on the season. Water
users are also encouraged to only
water as needed. Customers may
receive free weekly watering recommendations at www.watermyyard.org. More information
is also available at www.cor.net/
waterconservation.
For more information, call
Richardson’s Water and Sewer
Customer Service at 972-7444120.

Senior property tax
exemption is increased
The 2017-18 Budget includes an increase of the senior property tax exemption from $70,000 to $80,000. Disabled and senior citizen homeowners will see a tax savings of $500.13, up
from $437.61. The exemption is available to residents over 65
years of age, disabled persons and surviving spouses.
Under the City’s Financial Policies, the City Council regularly reviews the property tax exemption for residents over age
65 and disabled persons with a goal to maintain a tax benefit
of approximately 30 percent of the average home value. The
current average senior home value is $254,115. The $80,000
exemption maintains this policy goal at 31.48 percent.
If the tax exemption is already in place, no action is needed
on the part of the taxpayer. To apply for tax exemptions, residents should contact the appraisal district in which their property is located. For property in Dallas County, contact the
Dallas Central Appraisal District at 214-631-0910 or at www.
dallascad.org. For property in Collin County, contact the Collin Central Appraisal District at 469-742-9200 or at www.collincad.org.

Property tax bills to be
mailed during October
The Dallas County and Collin
County tax offices will mail property tax statements to Richardson
residents this month based on
values set by the county appraisal
districts as of Jan. 1, 2017.
The City of Richardson contracts with Collin and Dallas counties for the collection of property
taxes. Property owners will receive
a statement from the county tax
office in which the property is located.
Collin County residents can
make City, Collin County and
Plano Independent School District
tax payments at the Collin County

Tax Office branch located at 920
E. Park Blvd., Plano, TX 75074,
972-881-3014. For Dallas County
residents, City and Dallas County
taxes are paid to the Dallas County
Tax Office at 516 Twilight Trail,
Richardson, TX 75080, 214-6537811.
Richardson Independent
School District taxes are billed by
and paid to the school tax office at
970 Security Row, Richardson, TX
75081, 469-593-0500.
All property tax payments
should be postmarked no later
than Jan. 31, 2018.

Electronic recycling, document
shredding offered Oct. 28
The Richardson Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association’s
electronics recycling and document shredding event is Oct. 28 from 9
a.m.-1 p.m. at Richardson Square Mall, 501 S. Plano Rd.
Acceptable items include phones, GPS devices, calculators, MP3
players, PDAs, radios, satellite receivers, VCRs, DVD players, remote
controls, speakers, cameras, computers and accessories, speakers, printers and cartridges, copiers, scanners, shredders, typewriters, etc. CRT
TVs or computer monitors CANNOT be accepted. Flat screen monitors
and televisions are OK.
NO hazardous waste items will be accepted. This includes batteries,
paint, cleaners and fluorescent bulbs. Visit www.cor.net/hhw for more
information on hazardous waste disposal. Personal shredding will be
limited to what can fit into a car.
There is no charge to drop off items, but donations to the RCPAAA
are appreciated. Visit www.rcpaaa.org/monthly-calendar/.

Enhancing our community through strategic economic development

Bill Sproull
President and CEO
Richardson Economic
Development Partnership
To say that economic development is valuable to Richardson is
an understatement. It’s important
for Richardson’s residents to understand that the joint, strategic
efforts of the City of Richardson
and Richardson Chamber of Com-

merce through their Richardson
Economic Development Partnership (REDP) make a huge difference in our community.
The City and Chamber have
had their partnership through the
REDP since 1984. We work together to retain corporate investments and jobs, help entrepreneurs
grow their companies, attract retail
and redevelopment, and generate a
highly skilled workforce.
The Telecom Corridor® brand
is still widely recognized worldwide, which is why we continue
to attract many innovative, techfocused companies like RealPage
and Aprima Medical Software.
Since the dot-com bust, the REDP
has focused on diversifying Richardson’s economy. We’ve recruited
leading insurance and financial
service firms, such as State Farm
and GEICO and other corporate
trendsetters from across the globe,
to establish major operations in
Richardson.

This purposeful economic development strategy is important
because our robust corporate community contributes mightily every
year to the City’s annual tax revenues. This year, 60 percent of the
City’s property tax revenues will
come from the business community, compared to just 40 percent
from residents. That’s an impressive ratio, which continues to be
significantly higher than the norm
in most other communities.
For residents, the benefit is a
comparatively lighter tax burden
while maintaining superior services that the City delivers to the

entire community. So when you
see a road or alley being repaired,
parks being improved, or safety
upgrades being made to police or
fire personnel equipment, a large
piece of this has been made possible due to our thriving business
sector. Many of the City’s major
commercial taxpayers are large
companies or transformative development projects that the REDP
has helped attract and retain.
Beyond these corporate taxes,
whenever a new company comes
to Richardson, it adds vitality to
the surrounding area and makes
the City more appealing to retail-

ers and restaurants that serve our
community. Plus, many of Richardson’s corporate employees don’t
just work here, but also eat and
shop here throughout the day, contributing significantly to municipal
sales tax revenues.
Economic development creates
a win-win for everyone by providing benefits to the entire community. This collaborative, strategic
approach has helped shape Richardson into a prosperous, amenity-rich home to businesses and
residents alike.
Bill Sproull is President and
CEO of the Richardson Chamber
of Commerce (RCC), Tech Titans
(formerly the Metroplex Technology
Business Council) and the Richardson Economic Development Partnership.
“From the Boardroom” is a recurring
guest column featuring viewpoints from
Richardson business and civic leaders,
produced in cooperation with the Richardson Chamber of Commerce.
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Calendar

Senior Center

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

820 W. Arapaho Rd. • 972-744-7800

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

Please call 972-744-7800 to RSVP for events
that require registration.
Oct. 2

Oct. 17

Oct. 18

Nov. 10-11

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT Noon. Join the Senior
Center and Richardson PD for NNO. The Barbershop Lunch Bunch, Upswing Jazz Band and the
Sun Ray Dancers will be the entertainment. We
will provide the hot dogs and sides, you bring a
dessert. No fee.

Upcoming Trips

OUT TO LUNCH The Out to Lunch Bunch will
go to Cafe Max. The van will leave the Senior
Center at 10:30 a.m. Cost is 50 cents for transportation. Cost of lunch is on your own.

FALL FESTIVAL 1-3 p.m. Games. Food. Fun.
Tickets on sale now. $3

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Our annual
Senior Holiday Bazaar is Nov. 10-11. Mark your
calendars to find that holiday gift for you or
someone special at the bazaar.

Nov. 21

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON
Noon-2 p.m. Join us for a turkey dinner with all
the fixin’s at the Richardson Civic Center, 411 W.
Arapaho Rd. Tickets on sale at the Senior Center
or by phone at 972-744-7800 with a credit card.
Dave Tanner will be back to entertain you. Cost:
$8.50

“Rose-Mary is Going to Take You to Court” A Tour of the Waxahachie & Hillsboro
Courthouses—Oct. 2
Texas is home of two of the nation’s best renovated 19th and 20th century courthouses. Rose-Mary Rumbley will keep you laughing and enthralled as she recounts tales
of how these courthouses were constructed, who shot whom and who sued whom! We
will stop at the Texas Heritage Museum & Research Center in Hillsboro and peruse and
shop around the square. $89 per person.
Fall Colors at the Arboretum—Oct. 11
Enjoy an afternoon strolling the grounds absorbing the fall colors. We will leave the
Senior Center at 9 a.m. and return around 1 p.m. Lunch is on your own. $15.
The Painted Churches of Schulenburg—Oct. 24-25
At the turn of the 20th century, Catholics hailing from the Czech area of Central
Europe built four churches around Schulenburg in Fayette County. The interiors with
dazzling colors and intricate designs are visual feasts for the eye. We will also visit the
Museum and Church of the Wends, stop at the Stuermer General Store in Ledbetter and
stop in West for kolaches. Overnight accommodations are at the Holiday Inn Express in
Schulenburg. $338 per person, double occupancy; $400 single occupancy.
Downtown Plano Shopping—Nov. 8
10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon of window shopping and/or get started on your
holiday shopping in Downtown Plano. Lunch will be on your own to enjoy one of the
many downtown restaurants. $5.
For information on our holiday trip to Natchitoches, call 972-744-7810.

Library

900 Civic Center Dr. • 972-744-4350

ADULT/GENERAL INTEREST
Oct. 3

Oct. 4

Oct. 6-8

Oct. 7

Oct. 7

Oct. 7

Oct. 11

Oct. 13

Oct. 14

Oct. 16

Oct. 17

Oct. 18

Oct. 18

Oct. 18

Oct. 19

Oct. 19

Oct. 19

Oct. 19

Oct. 21

Oct. 21

Oct. 21

Oct. 24

Oct. 27

Oct. 28

LUNCHTIME LECTURES
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Basement Program
Room. Richardson Symphony Orchestra
Program. Call Vrena Patrick at 972-7444376 for information.
MONEY SMART FOR SMALL
BUSINESS: ORGANIZATIONAL TYPES
10:30-11:30 a.m. Basement Program
Room. Registration required. Call 972744-4376 for more information.

3D PRINTING DEMONSTRATION
10:30-11:30 a.m. Second Floor C-Tech
Area.

COMMUNITY WRITERS’ CRITIQUE
GROUP 6:45-8:45 p.m. Basement Program Room. E-mail WGTCritiqueGroup@
gmail.com for more information.

RICHARDSON HISTORICAL AND
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING
“Writing Your Family History.” 7-8:30 p.m.
First Floor Program Room. Call Stacey
Davis at 972-744-4350 for information.

RICHARDSON ROCKS—
ROCK PAINTING
10-11:30 a.m. Friends of the Library
Garden.

FIRST WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room.
“The Wright Brothers” by David McCullough.
Call Tamara Golubski at 972-744-4393 for information.
DEWEY KNIT
2-4 p.m. First Floor Program Room. Call Jane at
972-744-4355 for information.

WRITERS’ GUILD OF TEXAS
7-8:30 p.m. “Fighting Demons: Internal vs. External Conflict” with Jaye Wells. Basement Program
Room. Call 972-744-4376 for information.

ROMANTIC INTERLUDES BOOK CLUB
7-8 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “Magic
is in the Air” theme. Call Karen Gibbs at 972-7444350 for information.

REAL READS BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room.
“Hell Before Their Very Eyes” by John C. McManus. Call Tamara Golubski at 972-744-4393 for
information

FOURTH TUESDAY BOOKBABBLE
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room.
“H is for Hawk” by Helen Macdonald. Call Janet
Vance at 972-744-4352 for information.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY FALL BOOK
SALE Basement Program Room. 10 a.m.-5
p.m., Oct. 6-7, and 2-5 p.m., Oct. 8.

SECOND WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “Circling the Sun” by Paula McLain.
Call Janet Vance at 972-744-4352 for information.

RCAS MEETING AND DEMONSTRATION
6:30-8:45 p.m. Basement Program Room.
Cecy Turner will speak about oil painting
landscape. Call Ludmila Pospelova at 972744-4350 for information.
SAVE YOUR PHOTO DAY
Presented by Sue Thornton. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Basement Program Room. Call Vrena Patrick
at 972-744-4376 for more information.

DIGITAL DROP-IN
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

COMPUTER CLASS: INTERMEDIATE
MICROSOFT EXCEL 2016
10 a.m.-noon. Basement Training Room.
Richardson Public Library card needed to
register. Call 972-744-4359 for information.

CHILDREN/YOUTH
Please call 972-744-4358 for more information.
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

FAMILY STORYTIME
6:45-7:15 p.m. First Floor Program Room.

Oct. 14

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING AND MURDER
MYSTERY 2-4 p.m. Basement
Program Room. Call Jenn at
972-744-4378 for more information.

Oct. 28

SPOOK-I-LICIOUS
HALLOWEEN HAPPENING 2-4
p.m. Basement Program Room.

Oct. 12

LEGO MINDSTORM ROBOTICS
4-5 p.m. Basement Program
Room. Registration required. Call
972-744-4358 for more information.

Oct. 21

BORN TO READ EARLY
LITERACY PARENT
WORKSHOP FOR
PRESCHOOLERS 10:30-11:30
a.m. First Floor Program Room.
Call 972-744-4358 to register.

Oct. 12

A NOVEL IDEA TEEN BOOK
CLUB 6-7 p.m. Second Floor
Conference Room. “The Rest
of Us Just Live Here” by Patrick
Ness.

Oct. 26

COOKIES AND COLORING
3:30-5 p.m. First Floor Program
Room.

Oct. 28

SCAVENGER HUNT
2-3:30 p.m. First Floor Program
Room. For ages 9-12.

Keep up with the arts at www.ArtsInRichardson.com

DIGITAL DROP-IN
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

COMPUTER CLASS: INTRODUCTION
TO MICROSOFT EXCEL 2016
10 a.m.-noon. Basement Training Room.
Richardson Public Library card needed to
register. Call 972-744-4359 for information.
THIRD WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “A Man Called Ove” by
Fredrik Backman. Call Tamara Golubski at
972-744-4393 for information.
VICTORIAN FASHION AND MILITARY
ARTIFACTS OF THE CIVIL WAR YEARS
Presented by author Cindy Nord. 6-8
p.m. Basement Program Room.

RICOCHET PROGRAM
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Basement Program Room.

ADVANCED 3D PRINTING WORKSHOP
10:30 a.m.-noon. First Floor Program
Room. Registration required. Call 972744-4359 for more information.

Richardson Theatre Centre
brings “Rope” to the stage
The Richardson Theatre Centre (RTC) will bring “Rope” to the
stage Oct. 27-Nov. 12.
In this 1929 thriller written by Patrick Hamilton, Wyndham Brandon persuades his
weak-minded friend, Charles Granillo, to assist him in the murder
of a fellow undergraduate, a perfectly harmless man named Ronald Raglan. They place the body in
a wooden chest, and to add spice
to their handiwork, invite a few
acquaintances, including the dead
youth’s father, to a party, the chest
with its gruesome contents serving
as a supper table. The horror and
tension are worked up gradually;
thunder grows outside, the guests
leave, and we see the reactions of

the two murderers, watched closely by the suspecting lame poet,
Rupert Cadell. Finally they break
down under the strain and confess
their guilt.
Performances take place at
518 W. Arapaho Rd., Suite 113.
Shows are Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.,
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
and Sundays at 2 p.m. Thursday and Sunday performances
are $20, while Friday and Saturday performances are $22. Visit
www.richardsontheatrecentre.net
or call 972-699-1130 for more information.
The RTC is partially sponsored
by the Richardson Cultural Arts
Commission.
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Eisemann Center Presents begins 2017-18 season
Thread” (2014). Featuring guitarist and partner John Leventhal
with their band, this concert features some of the most acclaimed
and beloved music of Rosanne’s
career.

The 2017-18 Eisemann Center Presents season kicks off this
month with shows featuring magic,
comedy and classical music, plus
much more.
Visit www.eisemanncenter.com
for ticket information, or call 972744-4650. Groups of 10 or more
qualify for ticket discounts by calling Group Sales at 972-744-4657.

Piaf! The Show

Jeffrey Siegel

The Amazing Max
The Amazing Max
2:30 p.m. Oct. 8
Tickets $12-22
Max Darwin, better known as
The Amazing Max, combines magic
and comedy, making objects appear
and disappear and generally defying
the laws of physics inches from the
faces of theatergoers. This interactive and all-around silly show is appropriate for audiences of all ages.

Jeffrey Siegel’s
Keyboard Conversations®
7:30 p.m. Oct. 9
Tickets $30-$36
Jeffrey Siegel presents “Festive
French Fare,” a musical feast for
the ears! The program will include
Debussy’s “Clair de lune,” Ravel’s
spectacular “The Fountain,” Satie’s
“Rag Time Prelude” and more.
Siegel’s Keyboard Conversations® are concerts with broad,
popular appeal and lively commentary, making the music more accessible and meaningful for all. Each
piece is performed in its entirety
and there is a question and answer
session following the concert. Gain
a whole new perspective and enrich your life with great music!

Eisemann Center
2351 Performance Dr.

For tickets visit www.eisemanncenter.com
or call the Ticket Office at 972-744-4650
THE MOST RELUCTANT CONVERT
(7 p.m. Oct. 4-5; 8 p.m. Oct. 6-7. 4 p.m. Oct. 7; 3 p.m. Oct. 8.
$41-$91.)
RICHARDSON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OPENING NIGHT CONCERT
(8 p.m. Oct. 7. $15-$70. Visit www.richardsonsymphony.org.)
PASTORAL REFLECTIONS INSTITUTE
(8 p.m. Oct. 11. $35.)
ACROBATIC CONUNDRUM
(7:30 p.m. Oct. 13-14. $25.)
BALLET MAGNIFICAT!
(7 p.m. Oct. 15. $15-$75. Visit www.balletmagnificat.com.)
RUSSIAN GRAND BALLET PRESENTS “SWAN LAKE”
(8 p.m. Oct. 20. $27-$100. Visit www.russiangrandballet.com.)
PLANO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
“ASHLEY BROWN ON BROADWAY”
(8 p.m. Oct. 21. $19-$85. Visit www.planosymphony.org for tickets.)
PLANO CIVIC CHORUS
(7:30 p.m. Oct. 27. $20-$35. Visit www.planocivicchorus.org.)
ODYSSEUS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
(8 p.m. Nov. 2. $20. Visit www.odysseusorchestra.com.)

Coming up at the Civic Center
Celebration Expo 2017
Oct. 14
www.celebrationmagazine.
com

Forbidden Broadway
8 p.m. Oct. 19-21
2 p.m. Oct. 21-22
Tickets $39-$49
Look out Broadway (and the
Eisemann Center), we’re back!
New season—new victims—
new laughs! Just when Broadway
thought it was safe from the poison
pen of funny-man Gerard Alessandrini, Forbidden Broadway’s 35th

Forbidden Broadway
Anniversary Tour returns, sharper and more hilarious than ever!
This year’s targets include “Pippin,” “Kinky Boots,” “Les Miz” and
“Matilda,” joining favorites from
past years including “Wicked” and
“The Book of Mormon.”

Rosanne Cash
Rosanne Cash’s
Black List River
8 p.m. Oct. 28
Tickets $49-$66
In Black List River, Rosanne
Cash offers a sweeping song cycle culled from her award-winning
southern and soul trilogy of works
“Black Cadillac” (2006), “The List”
(2009) and “The River and The

Chase Padgett
Chase Padgett: 6 Guitars
7:30 p.m. Nov. 4
Tickets $40
6 Guitars is a pitch perfect
blend of music, comedy and characters. Chase Padgett delivers a
virtuosic performance as he becomes six different guitar players,
each with their own distinct voice,
views, and musical style (blues,
jazz, rock, classical, folk and country). During the show, each of the
characters ranging from a 19-yearold rock prodigy to an 87-year-old
blues man share their journey
from discovery to mastery through
songs and stories that will have you
laughing, crying and falling in love
with music all over again.

Altrusa luncheon set for Oct. 27
Altrusa of Richardson is holding its 13th annual Outstanding
Women of Today … Builders of
Tomorrow luncheon and awards
presentation at noon on Friday,
Oct. 27 at the Renaissance Dallas
Richardson Hotel. Limited tickets are still available for $50 by
e-mailing brendaboston@outlook.
com.
The 23 honorees for this event
are women who work in a variety
of settings throughout the community and are recognized for providing leadership and outstanding
contributions in their chosen careers.
Altrusa’s outstanding women for 2017 are:
Corporate
• Heather H. Hurd—
Frost Bank
• Gina Miller—FC Dallas
• Angela Renee Lightfoot-Pumford—GN Hearing USA

Education
• Sharon Edwards Cook—
Eastfield College
• Naomi R. Emmett—The
University of Texas at Dallas
• Yolanda Jackson-Gaither—
Apollo STEAM Academy
• Pia K. Jakobsson, PhD—The
University of Texas at Dallas
• Carol H. Kent—
Richland College
Government
• Shanna Sims-Bradish—
City of Richardson
Nonprofit
• Catherine Barr—Texas Winds
Musical Outreach, Inc.
• Dorothy Burton—
Christians in Public Service
• Christina Melton Crain,
Esq—Unlocking DOORS™
• Kathy Shockley—Alzheimer’s
Association, Greater Dallas
Chapter

• Rabbi Elana Zelony—
Congregation Beth Torah
Health Care
• Dr. Christine A. Folmar
• Lee Ann Heath—
True North Counseling
• Cheryl Koch—Methodist
Richardson Medical Center
• Katy Perkins—
Kingsman Consulting, LLC
Small Business
• Melissa Hailey—North Texas
Top Team Realtors
• Cheryl L. Mullin—
Mullin Law PC
Outstanding Woman of
Tomorrow
• Julie Liscano Cornelius—
Beautiful Lips with Julie, LLC
• Kayci Prince—Baylor Scott &
White Medical Center-Plano
• Cristal Retana—Office of
Councilman Adam McGough

“The Addams Family” musical” continues RCT’s 2017-18 season
The Repertory Company Theatre’s (RCT) season
continues this month with a performance of “Addams Family, the Musical,” bringing Gomez, Morticia,
Wednesday, Lurch and other favorites to life. Performances are scheduled for Oct. 20-29 in the group’s
new theater at 770 N. Coit Rd. in Richardson.

Show times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays
and 2 p.m. Sundays. Ticket prices are $25 for adults
and $15 for youth. For more information, visit www.
rcttheatre.com or call the box office at 972-690-5029.
The RCT is partially sponsored by the Richardson
Cultural Arts Commission.

Richardson Woman’s Club
Holiday Tour of Homes is Nov. 11-12

Dallas Bridge Tournament
Oct. 26-29
www.d16acbl.org/U176
Family Caregiver
Symposium
Nov. 3
www.caregiver-symposium.
eventbrite.com

Piaf! The Show
8 p.m. Oct. 14
Tickets $39-$57
Piaf! The Show features Anne
Carrere, a young French performer
hailed as “Edith Piaf ’s legitimate
musical heiress.” Premiering in
2015 as a tribute to “The Swallow
of Montmartre” on the centennial
of her birthday, the show narrates
the rags-to-riches story of Edith Piaf ’s remarkable career through her
unforgettable songs and features a
visual tapestry of previously unreleased images from famous Parisian scenes with English translations of her storytelling lyrics.

411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, Texas 75080
www.cor.net/civiccenter
Accommodates groups
from 10-750
Call us! 972-744-4090

The Richardson Woman’s Club’s annual Holiday Tour of Homes is Nov. 1112. Shop at the Artisan Marketplace, feast on homemade luncheon choices
and tour three homes decked out for the holidays! Bring a friend and make
a day of it. A map to the homes and other bazaars in the area will be available. For more information, visit www.rwctx.org.
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National Night Out
against crime is Oct. 3
National Night Out (NNO) is the premiere celebration of the
Neighborhood Watch Program. This year marks the 34th anniversary
of police-community partnership recognition across the nation and in
U.S. territories and military installations worldwide. This is also the
34th year of the Richardson Police Department’s local Neighborhood
Watch program, a community-based, self-help program that empowers residents to take control of their neighborhoods in an effort to
discourage criminal activity. The goal of both programs is to enhance
the quality of life for people within their own communities.
This is the 28th year of NNO participation by the City of Richardson, facilitated by the Richardson Police Department’s Crime Prevention Unit.
National Night Out 2017
The main event takes place Tuesday, Oct. 3 from 6-8 p.m. Officers, dignitaries and VIPs will ride out to visit residents at their
neighborhood block parties all over the City of Richardson to promote
awareness, safety and neighborhood unity. NNO showcases the vital
importance of police-community partnerships and resident involvement in our fight to build a safer nation.
For more information, go to www.richardsonpolice.net or contact
the Crime Prevention Unit at 972-744-4955.

“File of Life” speaks for patients
When Richardson Fire Department paramedics respond to
a call and enter the home to find
the patient unconscious, precious
life-saving minutes can be saved
if important medical information
is available. The “File of Life” provides citizens with a free lifesaving
program that is a proven means for
emergency personnel to quickly
access the vital information on
members of a household during an
emergency.
Important medical and patient
information and all vital informa-

Health inspection reports now online
The City’s Health Department began publishing complete health inspection reports online last
month in an effort to increase transparency and enhance the City’s restaurant inspection score data
that is already available to the public.
“The publication of the food safety inspection
reports should be a great asset to our residents,
food service establishment operators and other
stakeholders in the city,” Director of Health Bill
Alsup said. “It’s one more way we are improving
customer service.”
Visitors to the Department’s “Restaurant Scores”
page can now find out how a restaurant fared in
several categories, including priority items (such as
proper cooking time and temperature); protection
from contamination; employee health; preventing
contamination by hands (proper hand washing and
glove use); proper use of utensils (including proper storage) and physical facilities (such as adequate ventilation and lighting).
Copies of reports from all inspections per dining facility are available, and the database is searchable by
restaurant name as well as by date. Any facility that prepares and serves hot or cold food items within the
City limits is listed, including convenience stores, department store cafés, schools, senior living facilities and
corporate cafeterias.
The Restaurant Scores page can be found by visiting www.cor.net/foodscores.

Richardson water wise landscape tour
Tour beautiful city landscapes that have thrived in the Texas summer heat!

Saturday, Oct. 14
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tour Headquarters
Richardson Service Center
1260 Columbia Dr.
• “Ask an Expert” about irrigation and landscaping
• Pick up plant lists and home tour details
• Receive a free soil moisture meter while supplies last
Find tour information and download the map at
www.cor.net/landscapetour
The water wise landscape tour is scheduled for 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 14. The tour’s headquarters and starting point will be the Richardson Service Center, 1260 Columbia Dr.
The event includes a tour of Richardson homes featuring water-friendly outdoor landscapes. The City
has teamed up with volunteers and passionate homeowners who are eager to answer questions about ways
to maximize water savings by choosing native plants that thrive in the Texas climate. Ask questions, take
pictures and jot down ideas as you help plant the idea throughout the community that native landscaping is
not only environmentally conscious, but beautiful as well. Free soil moisture meters will be given out at the
Service Center while supplies last.
To see a list of homes on the tour, plus a list of the native plants found at each residence, visit
www.cor.net/landscapetour.
For more information, contact Michelle Mann at michelle.mann@cor.gov or call 972-744-4228.

tion, medical problems and medications are listed on an information
form. Once the information sheet
is complete on each member of the
family, you then place the file on
your refrigerator where your name
is visible. A registration card is provided that can be dropped off at
any Richardson Fire Station. This
will allow the responding paramedics to know that you have a File of
Life.
That is when the File of Life
is designed to speak for you when

you are unable to speak for yourself.
If this information is available
immediately upon arrival of paramedics on the scene, minutes can
be saved while treating the patient.
If a patient is unconscious or unable to talk, the paramedics can
look at the information sheet from
the File of Life and retrieve the
personal data, who to notify in case
of emergency, health information,
known medication allergies, medications in use, etc.
File of Life kits are FREE and
are available at any Richardson
Fire Station or the Richardson
Senior Citizens Center, located at
820 W. Arapaho Rd.
Kits contain:
• One plastic file sleeve, a medical information form and a registration card.
• One file per family.
• Every family member must
complete a separate form.
• NO medication is to be kept in
the file.
• KEEP ALL information updated regularly or as a change
occurs.
If you have any questions contact the Richardson Fire Department at 972-744-5750 or visit
www.cor.net/fileoflife.

Drug take-back event is Oct. 28
The Richardson Police Department will host a prescription and over-the-counter
drug take-back Oct. 28 from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. as part of the
Drug Enforcement Administration’s National Prescription
Drug Take-Back Day. Unused
or expired pharmaceuticals
may be dropped off at the south parking lot of City Hall, 411 W. Arapaho
Rd. There is no charge for this service.
Solid dosage pharmaceutical products and liquids in consumer containers are accepted. Liquid products, such as cough syrup, should remain tightly sealed in their original container. Intravenous solutions
and syringes will not be accepted due to potential hazard posed
by blood-borne pathogens.
For more information, contact the Richardson Police Department
Crime Prevention Unit at 972-744-4955. Additional information may be
found at www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov.
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972-744-4300

Parks & Recreation

www.cor.net/parks

New online registration system launches Nov. 1
On Nov. 1, the Parks and Recreation Department will be rolling
out a new online registration system that will allow users to register and pay for classes, sign up for
memberships and reserve facilities.
When the new system goes online, anyone who has registered for
classes in the past 15 months will
have their information automatically entered into the new system.
If you don’t fall into this category,
you will need to create an account
to use the new system. Registration is easy, and within a few minutes you’ll be set up and ready to
enjoy the convenience of online
registration.
The new system has many
great benefits and is easy to use.
Unlike the previous online registration system, users will now be
able to search for classes by name,
age range, day, time, location and

more! Users can also now register for multiple activities at once,
making the registration and payment process faster and more convenient.
To aid in the registration process, the Parks Department is
hosting several open houses at
different facilities. Staff will be
on hand at the Gymnastics Center from Oct. 17-21, Heights and
Huffhines recreation centers Oct.
24-25, and the Senior Center Oct.
25 and Oct. 27 during the facilities’ normal business hours to answer questions and help people
register for the new system.
Customers will now be able to
create and validate accounts; once
your account is created, you will be
able to manage your account, profiles and activities for the whole
family in one convenient location.
If you find a class you are interested in but is not yet open for

Registering for events like last month’s Pawtoberfest will be easy with the
new system.

registration, you can save it in your
Wish List. You’ll also be able to
receive registration reminders so
you never miss a class registration
deadline again.
Finally, the new system will
have built-in communication tools

to help get the word out about exciting events and program changes.
You can sign up to receive text
message alerts from the staff, and
if there is inclement weather or an
emergency you will be the first to
know. If you update your profile to

indicate what your interests are,
you will receive e-mails tailored
to your favorite activities. Staff
will also send out announcements
when new programs are added that
fall in your interest group.
The new system will be open
for new user registration Oct. 17.
Once it is online, new users can
create accounts by visiting www.
cor.net/parksonline, clicking “Create Account” and completing the
sign up form. If you have registered for classes in the previous 15
months you should already be in
the system. In this case, go to the
website and click “Sign In.” From
there click “Forgot Password” and
enter your e-mail address in order
to have your login information sent
to you.
For more information about the
new system, contact the Parks and
Recreation Administration Office
at 972-744-4300.

Lil’ Punkins Fall Festival Videos now available on Sherrill Park app
Tuesday, Oct. 31
10 a.m.-noon
Ages 2-5 yrs.

Registration# 97756
Cost: $10 per person

Preregister by Oct. 27.

Earlier this year, Sherrill Park collaborated with
Gallus Golf to offer a free
smartphone app that provides golfers a variety of
features for use before,
during and after a round.
The app has proven popular with players and now
features not only a graphic
representation of each
hole’s layout on Course 1
and Course 2, but also flyover videos of all 36 holes,
with voiceover tips for playing them provided by Sherrill Park Head Professional Ronny Glanton. The
videos are also available on the City’s YouTube page, www.youtube.com/richardsoncitv, as well as the
Sherrill Park website, www.sherrillparkgolf.com.
The app also includes a full tee-to-trouble GPS mapping system (not just to the center of the
green) and you can even use the app to measure the distance of your shots. The “stats tracker” feature
allows you to track your average score and how often you birdie/par/bogey a hole. If you get hungry
during your round, you can access the Clubhouse grill menu and phone in your order for food and
drinks and it will be ready for you when you make the turn.
The app is available for iPhone and Android smartphones. If you would like to download the app
before your next round of golf at Sherrill Park, go to the Apple app store or Google Play. For more
information about Sherrill Park Golf Course, visit www.sherrillparkgolf.com.

City Championship winners crowned
Sherrill Park held its annual City Championship
in August. Austin Haynes won the title by shooting
65-72 for a two-day total of 137. The winners in
each flight were:
Championship Flight
1) Austin Haynes 137
2) Paul Brand 147
3) Kevin Patton 149
First Flight
1) Mike Mims 144
2) Jimmy LaRose 146
3) Ryan Griffis 147
Second Flight
1) Mark Boone 156
2) Teddy Razon 159

3) Steve Boughnou 161
Third Flight
1) Dan Wells 158
2) Mike O’Dell 164
3) Don Vance 165
Fourth Flight
(Handicapped)
1) Bob Darrow 133
2) John McDaniel 140
(won by scorecard playoff)
3) Fred Wisegarver 140

Huffhines Tennis Center

featured artist: gregory arth

The Huffhines Tennis Center offers lessons for
juniors and adults in group or one-on-one settings.
Group lessons are available in three-week blocks,
and private lessons with the tennis pros are available in 30-minute or one-hour blocks.

ART FESTIVAL

OCTOBER 7-8
240 ARTISTS LIVE MUSIC
HANDS-ON KIDS AREA
FOOD COURT • CRAFT BEER GARDEN

there’s an art to having fun!

COTTONWOOD PARK • RICHARDSON, TEXAS

Saturday: 10a-7p • Sunday: 10a-5p

FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING
CottonwoodArtFestival.com

Huffhines Tennis Center has 10 courts and is
located in the southeast corner of Huffhines Park.
Court fees are $3 per person for 1 1/2 hours. Reservations may be made by calling 972-744-7870 one day
in advance. For information, visit www.cor.net/tennis.

5K

Run

& Fun Walk

GALATYN PARK
RICHARDSON, TX

11.04.17

www.risdspiritrun.com

Three upcoming walks are
planned as part of Richardson’s Urban Naturalist program, which seeks to connect
residents to the natural world
in an urban environment. The
walks are $5 for adults 18 and
older plus $2 for nonresidents.
Children may attend for free
but must be accompanied by
a paying adult. Register by calling Heights Recreation Center
(972-744-7850) or Huffhines
Recreation Center (972-7447881), or online at www.cor.
net/parksonline.
No drinking fountains or
restrooms are available in the
portions of the Spring Creek
Nature Area where the walks
occur. Feel free to bring water
bottles, snacks, notebooks,
binoculars and cameras. Long
pants and sturdy shoes are recommended.
Park along Braeburn Drive
adjacent to Foxboro Park for
all three walks. For the Spring
Creek Nature Area walks, take
the paved trail that travels underneath Plano Road and into
the south end of the Spring
Creek Nature Area.
Plant Ecology in the Spring
Creek Nature Area
Saturday, Oct. 7, 8:30-10:30 a.m.,
25 participants, Course Number: 97786
Natural History of the Spring
Creek Nature Area
Saturday, Oct. 28, 8:30-10:30 a.m.,
25 participants, Course Number: 97785
Range of Plant Diversity in a
Public Park (Foxboro Park)
Saturday, Nov. 4, 10 a.m.-noon,
25 participants, Course Number: 97787
For full descriptions of all upcoming Urban Naturalist walks,
visit www.cor.net/parksonline
or check out the Fall Parks and
Recreation Guide.
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Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd.

972-744-7800

All activities listed on pages 10-11 take place at the Richardson Senior Center unless otherwise noted.
Additional Senior Center related activities can be found on page 6. Call 972-744-7800 for more information.
Hours of Operation: Mon., Tue., Thurs., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.—Wed. and Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.—Sat., 1-5 p.m.
Special Events and Trip Information

Special events and trip information can be found
on page 6 of this publication.

Classes
For all classes, unless otherwise noted, you may pay online at www.cor.net/parksonline,
by phone with a credit card or in
person with a credit card, check or
cash.
Technology Help Desk
Instructor Ed Sanders is offering
assistance for any Windows or Android portable device (cell phone,
smartphone, laptop or reader) or
any solution accessible via the
device and the internet (e-mail,
Facebook, website maintenance,
photography, application usage
and install/removal). This is a great
opportunity to resolve your technology challenge and increase your
knowledge. Assistance is available
the fourth Saturday of every other
month. Help is available from 2-4
p.m. Next session is Nov. 25. No
fee.
iPhone and iPad 101
This is a beginner’s class to learn
the basics of the iPhone and iPad.
Bring your iPhone/iPad to class
Saturday, Oct. 21 from 3-4 p.m.
Cost is $49 with Senior Center
membership, $52 without.
iPhone and iPad 102
This class will cover how to use
functions and applications of your
iPhone/iPad. Bring your iPhone/
iPad to class Saturday, Oct. 21
from 4-5 p.m. Cost is $49 with
Senior Center membership, $52
without.
Learn the Right Way
to Sell Your Treasures
Are you thinking of downsizing?
This class will show you how to
present items for sale on various
online list sites that do not involve
shipping and handling or fees.
Bring your laptop with you and
let’s get started. Next class is Oct.
24 from 7-9 p.m. Cost is $20 with
membership; $23 without. Please
register at the Senior Center or
call 972-744-7800 to register with
a credit card.
Twitter for Beginners
Learn how to get started with
Twitter, the online news and social
networking service. This class will
cover how to sign up, set up your
Twitter account, keep up with the
news and currents events, follow
and unfollow people, and more.
Bring your smartphone, tablet or
laptop to class. Class is from 2-3
p.m. Next class is Saturday, Oct.
21. Cost is $49 with Senior Center
membership, $52 without.
Plus Square Dance Lessons
Classes held Tuesdays from 7-9
p.m. The 15-week session began
July 25. Cost of the session is $75
per person.

Plus Square Dance
Dance the first, third and fifth
Mondays from 7-9 p.m. Cost is
$50 per dancer per quarter with
membership, $53 without; $10
drop-in fee with membership or
$13 drop-in fee without.
Learn to Ride with Uber
This class will cover Uber transportation, its cost, where it is available, safety, how to request the
service and how to request food
delivery. You will also learn about
other transportation services available through Uber. Next class is
Oct. 7 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Cost is
$10 with membership; $13 without. Please bring your iPhone or
Android smartphone to class.
Ukulele Players
Attention all ukulele enthusiasts
and potential ukulele players. Let’s
get together to play, share songs
and techniques. All levels of players are welcome. Thursday nights,
7-9 p.m. No fee. Senior Center
membership required.
Great Family Storytelling 1.0
L.E. Taylor, author of “Elgan and
Grace—A Twentieth Century
Saga,” believes “everyone has a
story to tell.” This workshop will
stimulate and strengthen the brain
through personal recall of life experiences. You do have your own
story to tell and the joy of sharing
your story with others. Next session is Oct. 3, 1:30-3 p.m. Cost is
$80 with membership.
Fun with Oils
A new session of oil painting
classes begins the first Thursday
of each month from noon-4 p.m.
Instructor Andrew Wages has 20
years of experience teaching and
has painted for 50 years. Cost
for the class is $85 a month with
membership.

Watercolor
Renata Sharman will offer watercolor classes for beginners.
Students will learn the basics of
materials, tools and techniques
of watercolor. Intermediate and
advanced self-paced students are
welcome. Classes are held Tuesdays for four consecutive weeks
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. New session
starts Oct. 3. Cost is $80 for four
classes with membership or $22
per class. Please call 972-7447800 for the class supply list.

Robin’s Nest Craft Store
For those special gifts, shop at the Robin’s Nest
Craft Store inside the Senior Center. Our senior
consignment shop is open Monday through Friday,
10 a.m.-2 p.m. and is located inside the Senior
Center at 820 W. Arapaho Rd. Stop by, browse
and admire the handmade crafts that are for sale.
Open to the public.

The Richardson Senior Center welcomes adults ages 55 and older. This facility is especially
designed for senior enjoyment, and the staff looks forward to the opportunity to provide an atmosphere of enrichment and fellowship.
Unfortunately, the Center is not licensed to provide the services of an Adult Care facility. So,
for the benefit of all patrons, the Center requires that all participants take full responsibility of
their own physical care and hygiene. Those patrons needing assistance, or who lack the ability to
navigate a wheelchair or walker independently, are welcome to be accompanied by a caregiver or
an assistant. Your understanding and cooperation is appreciated.
Oil and Acrylic Painting
A new four-week session of painting instruction starts the first
Thursday of each month from 1-4
p.m. Beginner and intermediate
levels of painters are encouraged
to attend. Joanna Clifton is the
instructor. Cost is $80 for four
monthly classes with membership.
“Color My World”
Come join in the newest craze,
coloring for adults. Coloring is
reintroducing art as an important
component of health and wellness.
Color pens, crayons and pictures
will be provided or bring your own.
A table will be set up with coloring supplies every Thursday from
1-4 p.m. for visiting and coloring.
A multi-generational table is available for you to enjoy the fun of
coloring with your grandchildren.
No fee.
Quilt Essentials
Learn the art of hand piecing and
quilting as well as sewing machine
piecing and quilting. Class meets
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Cost for beginners and first-time
students is $35 per month and
for advanced students is $15 per
month with a membership. Free
buddy-sewing time is from 8-10
a.m. Tuesdays. Darlene Martin is
the instructor.
ABC Quilting
Students will learn basic appliqué
techniques to build their skills and
tabletop basting will be taught. A
large standing basting frame will
be available for those who have
constructed quilt tops and need to
pin, thread baste or tie their quilts.
Hand piecers are welcome in this
class, as are other quilters needing
extra time to “catch up” on their
quilt tops. Class meets every Monday from 2-6 p.m. Cost for the
class is $16 a month with membership. Jan Eby is the instructor.
Beginner
Conversational Spanish
Exercise your brain and learn a
new language. The next eightweek session will start Oct. 5 from
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost is $52
with Senior Center membership.
Intermediate
Conversational Spanish
Brush up on your Spanish skills
by joining our intermediate Spanish class. Some knowledge of the
Spanish language is required. The
next eight-week session begins Oct.
5 from 1-2 p.m. Cost is $48 with
membership.

Beginner
Conversational French
This beginner class provides a
solid introduction to French culture and language. Instructor,
Serge Schragin has taught ESL at
Richland College and high school
French for 11 years. He is a current member of Alliance Francaise
de Dallas and the American Association of Teachers of French.
Next eight-week session will start
Nov. 7. Class time is 1:30-2:30
p.m. Cost is $48.
NEW!! Intermediate
Conversational French
Intermediate French will build
on your beginner language skills.
Some knowledge of the French
language is required for this class.
Next eight-week session starts
Nov. 7. Class time is 3-4 p.m. Cost
is $48.
Crochet
Classes are taught Thursdays from
2:15-4:15 p.m. The price is $5 per
class. For new students, please
bring a #J or #H crochet hook and
a skein of four-ply yarn.
Pocket Billiards Class
Ted Swanson offers individually
scheduled two-hour classes Saturdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Each class
has a two student maximum. Beginner to advanced skill levels are
welcome. Register before day of
class or call 972-744-7800. Cost is
$10 per person/per class.

Programs
AARP
“Smart Driver” Program
Anyone 50 years and older may attend. The completion certificate
is used for automobile insurance
premium reductions. Please check
with your insurance company for
percentage of reduction. The certificate does not qualify for a traffic citation dismissal. Cost is $15
for AARP members and $20 for
nonmembers. Reservations may
be made by calling 972-744-7800.
Please pay the instructor at the
time of the class. Classes are held
at the Richardson Senior Center.
Oct. 5

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Oct. 19

6-10 p.m.

Bridge Lessons
Learn how to play Party Bridge
Wednesdays from 2-4 p.m. Call
972-744-7800 for next five-week
session. Cost is $50 with membership; $53 without.

Adult Piano Lessons
Dr. Margaret Mulvey Claiborne
offers piano lessons to adults 55
and older on a monthly basis. Cost
is $85 with membership. Call 972744-7800 for an appointment.
AARP Richardson Chapter
The Richardson AARP Chapter
#1651 meets the third Monday of
the month at 1 p.m. at the Senior
Center. All are welcome.
Richardson Public Library
The Richardson Public Library
provides the Richardson Senior
Center with books on CD and
large-print books.
Needleworks
Bring your needlework and join us
for a day of friendship and handcrafts. We meet Tuesdays from 10
a.m.-2 p.m.
Tatting
Tatting is an ancient art of making
lace with a shuttle and string using
one stitch. We meet every Tuesday from 3:30-8 p.m. and have
supplies for you to start. Free and
open to all ages.
Bingo
Next bingo is Oct. 19 at 2 p.m.
Sing-A-Long
Come and sing your favorite melodies at our sing-a-long at 1 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month.
Let’s Play “42”
Regular “42” games are scheduled
Thursday afternoons from 12:304 p.m. at the Richardson Senior
Center. New players welcome.
Senior Table Tennis
Players who love the game are invited to play Tuesday and Thursday
from 7-9 p.m. and Saturday from
1-4:45 p.m.
Pool Tournaments
Pool tournaments are every Friday
at 1 p.m. with registration beginning at 12:30 p.m. Due to Friday
pool tournaments, open play is
from 3:30-5 p.m. only.
The Richardson
Senior Dance
The calendar lists the dates for
this month’s ballroom dances.
Oct. 7

Doc Gibbs

Oct. 14

Jim B
Swinging Ballroom

Oct. 28

Tommy Chandler

Dances begin at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, 820 W. Arapaho Rd.,
and end at 9:30 p.m. Dances are
$5 per person. Light refreshments
are served.

Dance Classes at the Senior Center
Class
Day
Time
Adv. Line Dance
Mon.
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Beg. Line Dance
Tues.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Int. Line Dance
Tues.
10:45-11:45 a.m.
Int./Adv. Ballroom
Wed.
2-4 p.m.
			
			
Group Ballroom
Fri.
3-4 p.m.
			
Private Ballroom
Appointment		

Fee
$3
$11/Month
$2
$50 Couple/Month
$25 Single/Month or
$10 per class
$10 Couple
$5 Single
$40

Instructor
Aubrey
Halvorson
Halvorson
Faris
Faris
Faris
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Tennis League
Richardson’s Huffhines Tennis
Center offers times exclusive to
seniors. The senior men’s group
plays Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 8 a.m.-noon. The
ladies group plays Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m.-noon. A
3.0 (intermediate skill level) is required for both men and women
players. Lessons are available to
help players achieve this level. For
information, call 972-744-7870.
Senior Golf League
The Richardson Senior Golf
League is open to men and women
55 years or older playing at all skill
levels. The members are divided
evenly into four flights. All play is
at Sherrill Park on Monday mornings with a shotgun start. The
league is for the enjoyment of golf,
and several league rules have been
adapted to speed up play and increase the pleasure of the game.
Please contact Alan Tanowitz,
president, at 972-231-6882, or Jim
White, treasurer, at 972-234-6167.
Senior Bowling League
The Roadrunner Bowling League
is a great way to meet new people
and exercise at the same time. We
have openings for regular members
and subs for the 2016-17 season.
For more information, contact
Richard Steffen, president, at 972865-9613.
The Richardson Red Hatters
The Richardson Red Hatters welcome all women to put on their
red hats and have some fun. Next
meeting is Nov. 6 at noon. Please
bring a sack lunch or you may
purchase a lunch from the Senior
Center’s concession.
Photography Club
If photography is your hobby or
you just love to take pictures, how
about joining a photography club
to share ideas and know-how? You
do not need professional equipment, just the love of capturing a
moment. Meetings are held on the
first Thursday of every month, 7-9
p.m. No fee.
Mental Aerobics
Riddles, word games, puzzles, trivia and a general mental playground
will help keep your brain activity sharp. We have a large room
and welcome drop-ins who enjoy
thinking activities that require no
study, memorization, practice or
stress. Mondays at 10 a.m.
Scrabble Club
Come join us Wednesdays from
noon-4 p.m. to meet new friends,
exercise your mind and have a fun
time playing Scrabble. Those 16
and over are welcome to participate. Ages 12-15 must be accompanied by an adult.
Chess Club
The chess players meet Thursday
nights from 6-9 p.m. Youth and
adults of all playing strengths are
welcome. Call the Senior Center
at 972-744-7800 for more information.
Emeritus Plus 50 Program
at Richland College
Explore lifelong learning with
classes at Richland College for
ages 50 and over. If you are 65
years or over and live in Dallas
County, you may be eligible for
FREE classes. Day, evening and
Saturday classes are available.
Call 972-238-6972 or visit
www.richlandcollege.edu/emeritus.
Chair Massage
Lavona Kirtley, our chair massage
therapist, offers chair massage on
Tuesday mornings. Call 972-7447800 to make your appointment.
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Happy Birthday Party
We celebrate birthdays that are in
the seasons of SPRING, SUMMER, FALL or WINTER. Cake
and punch is served at 1 p.m. The
next celebration is Dec. 18 at 1
p.m. for birthdays in December,
January and February.
Texas Reelers Square Dance
The Texas Reelers Square Dance
Club sponsors square and round
dancing the first and third Friday of every month from 7:30-10
p.m. Like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheTexasReelersSquareDance. Admission is $7.
Rebel Rousers
Square Dance
The Rebel Rousers Square Dance
Club hosts a square dance the third
Saturday of each month from 7:3010:30 p.m. Fee is $7 per person.

Services
City of Richardson
Transportation Service
Transportation is offered to Richardson residents ages 55 and
over. The City’s van service operates Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Persons may ride
anywhere within the city limits of
Richardson for 25 cents each way.
For general transportation, we begin taking reservations on Friday
at 8:30 a.m., prior to the week you
need service. For doctor’s appointments, we begin taking reservations at 3 p.m. Thursday. Call 972744-7805 for reservations.

The Seniors’ Net
The Network of Community Ministries Seniors’ Net program provides a variety of services to help
seniors in the community remain
independent and in their own
homes for as long as possible. Programs include handyman services,
senior informational seminars,
Loaves of Love, home delivered
groceries, medical equipment
and holiday baskets. The “Loaves
of Love” program has expanded!
Seniors residing within Richardson ISD may shop for free loaves
of bread at the Network offices
located at 741 S. Sherman St. in
Richardson. The program is open
Thursdays and Fridays from 9-11
a.m. Call 972-234-8880.
Understanding Medicare:
Your Questions Answered
We are offering free monthly educational classes on the ABCDs of
Medicare. You will learn when and
how to apply; what is covered and
what is not; which is right for you;
Advantage versus Supplemental
plans; Part D drug plans and the
three common mistakes that could
cost you thousands; how to compare plans and prices, and more.
You will be updated on the changes
in both Social Security and Medicare. Bring your questions and stay
informed. Classes held first Tuesday of the month from 11:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. and first Thursday of the
month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Seminars are Oct. 3 and Oct. 5. No fee.
Volunteer Opportunities
Call Haley at 972-744-7811 for
various volunteer opportunities at
the Senior Center.

Blood Pressure Checks
Free blood pressure screenings are
available Wednesdays from 9-11
a.m. at the Senior Center.
Benefits Counseling
The Dallas Area Agency on Aging is able to assist with questions
about eligibility requirements for
Medicare, Medicaid, SSI and other public health benefits. Please
call 972-744-7800 to schedule an
appointment for Oct. 6.
Hearing Screening
Zounds Hearing of North Texas will
offer free hearing screenings and
check hearing aids the first Friday of
each month from 1:30-3 p.m. Call
972-744-7800 for appointment.
First Richardson Helpers
First Richardson Helpers (FRH)
is staffed by senior volunteers
who provide minor home maintenance and repair service to seniors. Basic services include installation of bathroom grab bars
and outdoor hand rails, repair of
dripping faucets, running toilets
and minor electrical problems as
well as maintenance items such
as caulking, light bulb and A/C
filter replacement. In addition,
FRH provides assistance with
code enforcement issues. To request service, call the 24-hour hotline at 972-996-0160 or online at
www.firstrichardsonhelpers.org.
Click on “Request for Services.”
RSVP Volunteer Program
Are you looking for a way to give
back to your community? Why not
become a volunteer for the “Richardson Rowdies?” If you are age 55
or older, you are invited to become
a Rowdies volunteer. The Rowdies
volunteer at various nonprofits
throughout Dallas County and Collin County helping with mail outs,
assembling “goodie bags” and other
light tasks. The Rowdies meet at
the Richardson Senior Center.
Transportation is provided by RSVP
to and from the volunteer locations.
For more information on how to become involved, call 214-525-6167.
B.A.S.I.C.S.
for Healthy Living
Body Awareness Support (to)
Improve Cognitive Skills
As we age, the connection between our minds and bodies can
become less direct than when we
were younger; the time between
thought and action increases, and
control of our bodies decreases.
This class is designed to improve
body awareness and motor control that can also improve cognitive skills. Class is held Tuesdays,
9:30-10:45 a.m. Next class begins
Oct. 3. Cost is $10 a month.
Health Connection
Oct. 19—10 a.m.—No Fee
For 18 years, Fyzical Therapy has
successfully treated incontinence.
You may not have to just deal with
it anymore. New technology and
therapy will be discussed.
The Memory Café
The Senior Center hosts a new
free program called “The Memory
Café” that is designed for both
those who suffer from Alzheimer’s/
dementia and their family/friends.
Participants will be able to socialize, share concerns/ideas and learn
more about the issues facing those
with memory loss and dementia.
It is held the first Thursday of the
month from 10-11 a.m. The next
meeting is Oct. 5.

Fitness
Stretch and Strengthen
This class is designed for men
and women of all fitness levels.
You will regain or improve muscle
tone, balance and flexibility. Wear
comfortable loose-fitting clothing.
Classes are Wednesdays from 1011 a.m. Cost is $5 per class.
Fit for Life—Beginning
Strength Training Class
Strength training that works all
muscle groups. Two classes offered: first Monday of month,
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., four weeks;
first Wednesday of month, 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m., four weeks. Cost
is $25 for four weeks or $7 per
class. Cooper Institute certified
personal trainer Elaine Hosage is
the instructor.
Fit for Life—Intermediate
Strength Training Class
Classes for this next level of fitness begin the first Monday of the
month from 1-2 p.m. and the first
Wednesday from 10-11 a.m. for
four weeks. Cost is $25 for four
weeks or $7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer
Elaine Hosage is the instructor.
Hatha Yoga for All Ages
Bharati Amin instructs classes every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9:30-11 a.m. and Tuesday
and Thursday evenings from 5:306:45 p.m. Cost is $5 with membership.
Chair Yoga
Chair yoga is a gentle form of yoga
that is practiced while sitting in
a chair. It helps with flexibility,
breathing, relaxation and overall
physical fitness without the difficulty of getting down or up from
the floor. Class is held Mondays
at 9 a.m. Cost is $6 per class with
membership.
WaterAerobic Fall Classes
Water Aerobics classes meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday at J.J.
Pearce High School Natatorium
located at 1600 N. Coit Rd. Class
is held from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Cost
for the class is $30 a month or $40
for a 10-class punch card (three
month expiration). For more information, call the information line at
972-74-7813 or the Senior Center
at 972-744-7800.
Pickleball
Pickleball play is offered every
Friday at Huffhines Rec Center,
200 N. Plano Rd., 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
and every Monday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Heights Rec Center, 711 W.
Arapaho Rd. Fee is $2 to play per
day. Lessons are offered at Heights
Mondays, 10-11 a.m. Fee is $15 for
45 minutes. Senior Center membership is required to participate in
both play and lessons. (Richardson
resident Senior Center only membership cost is a one-time fee of $5.
Nonresident Senior Center only
membership is $15 a year.) Instructor is David Wilmot. If you are interested and would like more information call 972-744-7800.
Zumba Gold
The new fun fitness rage of Zumba
has been modified to target older
participants. Zumba Gold is a fitness program that is geared to active older adults, as well as those
just starting their fitness journey.
You will learn easy to follow moves
to zesty music in a party upbeat
atmosphere. Classes are held
Mondays, 10:45-11:45 a.m., $25
per month. Next monthly session
starts Oct. 9.

Tai Chi for All Ages
Philip Russell teaches this fun and
energizing way to better health.
The cost is $7 per class with membership. Classes are Mondays
from 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Aerobic Exercise
Renate Racher teaches exercise
class Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15-9:15 a.m. Cost is
$2 with a membership.
Pilates Class
Learn the basics of mat Pilates.
Class meets every Monday from
9:30-10:30 a.m. Beginners as well
as those with more experience are
welcome. This class is done on
the floor with a mat. Strengthen
your core muscles to help improve
posture, reduce lower backaches
and gain balance. Cost is $28 per
month and is for all ages and fitness levels. Next session begins
Oct. 9.
Private Trainer
How is Your Balance?
This personalized fitness program
is designed to help increase cardiovascular endurance, strength,
flexibility and balance. All sessions
are held in a private room. Fee is
$60 a session with a six-session
commitment ($90 each session for
couples). Call 972-744-7800 to
make your appointment with personal trainer Elaine Hosage. She
has her certifications in special
population (older adult) and general population from the Cooper
Institute.

Senior Holiday Bazaar
Our annual Senior Holiday Bazaar will be held Friday and
Saturday, Nov. 10 and 11, from
9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Richardson
Senior Center. Registration began July 1 for Richardson residents only. If you are 55 or older,
a resident and would like to participate in our annual craft sale,
please fill out the registration
form and mail it to The Richardson Senior Center, 820 W. Arapaho Rd., Richardson, TX 75080
Attn.: Holiday Bazaar. Robin’s
Nest crafters who were active
crafters as of July 1 will have
priority. All items must be handmade by the crafter. Nonresidents registration began Aug. 1.
Eight-foot tables with two chairs
will rent for $30 each. A Tax ID
will be required to participate.
Name:_____________________
D.O.B.: ____________________
Address:___________________
__________________________
__________________________
Phone:_____________________
Tax ID#:___________________
Craft items to be sold include:
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
Tables requested:____________
Any special requests?
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
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Library

900 Civic Center Dr.

www.richardsonpubliclibrary.com

972-744-4350

Bach, Beethoven and Who?

Rachmaninoff’s Role in Continuing and Ending the
Traditions of the Symphonic Tradition
Richardson Symphony Orchestra String
Quartet performs excerpts from their
October Opening Night Concert featuring
Bach, Beethoven and Rachmaninoff and
a presentation by Jeremy Wirths.

Tuesday, Oct. 3
11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 28
2-4 p.m.

Track3r Robotics:
Learn how to use
LEGO Mindstorms to build
a Track3r robot, then race it
against challengers!

Basement Program Room

FREE! All Ages!
Spook-tacular
Halloween Happening!
Enjoy stories, crafts and trickor-treating with puppets!
Come in costume!

Adults and Teens
Basement Program Room
Registration not required.
Call 972-744-4376 for more information.

Ricochet at the Library!

Thursday, Oct. 12
4-5 p.m.
Ages 8-12
Basement Program Room

Victorian Fashion and Military Artifacts
of the Civil War Years

Continue the fun, creativity and learning at the Library as
part of Ricochet17, an Arts & Music Festival presented by AIR. As a Victorian lecturer and an 1860’s
fashion historian, Author Cindy Nord
Saturday, Oct. 21 blends her knowledge of this volatile
Free! All ages welcomed! time period around richly educational descriptions of dress and
mannerisms. Twirl a parasol, don
Paint Your Own Rock:
a bonnet, and learn how ladies
10-11:30 a.m.
in the 19th century lived.
Library Friends Garden
Richardson Symphony
Orchestra Trio:
1-3 p.m.
Library, Second floor balcony
Richardson Theatre Centre:
1:30-3 p.m.
East of Library near fountain

Be sure to see what gets
Yarn Stormed this year!
Registration not required.
For more event information, go to:
www.ArtsIncubatorRichardson.org
or call the Library at 972-744-4376.

17

Ricochet

edge-to-edge

creative
energy

Born to Read:
Preschool

Call 972-744-4358 to register.

Thursday, Oct. 19
6-8 p.m.

Adults and Teens
Basement Program Room
Registration not required. Call 972-744-4376 for more information.

Saturday, Oct. 7
Small Business
Organizational Types

Saturday, Nov. 4
Business Plan 101

for small business
New topic on the first Saturday of every month.
PRESENTED BY
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Registration required.

Adults and Teens
Basement Program Room

Call 972-744-4376 for
more information.

Early Literacy Parent
Workshop
for ages 3-5 years old
Build your preschooler’s
pre-literacy skills using
books, songs and activities that emphasize the
basics of Every Child
Ready to Read.

Saturday, Oct. 21
10:30-11:30 a.m.
First Floor Program Room
Required registration begins Oct. 2.
Call 972-744-4358 or visit the
Youth Services Help Desk.

Kids Camp-In and Write!
Kids ages 10-18
experience three weeks
of worry-free novel
writing in conjunction
with the National Novel
Writing Month Young
Writers Program.

3D Printing Demonstration

Saturday, Oct. 14,
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Second Floor, C-Tech
All ages welcome

Registration not required.

Saturday, Oct. 28
10:30-noon

First Floor Program Room
Registration required.

Tuesday
Saturday
Tuesday

Advanced Level:
Build On Your 3D
Design Skills
For ages 13 and up
Laptops provided
Bring your Tinkercad login info

Call 972-744-4359 to register.

Read this month’s book
club selection, “The Rest
of Us Just Live Here” by
Patrick Ness and join the
discussion!
Thursday, Oct. 12
6-7 p.m.

2nd Floor Conference Room

Murder
Mystery
Saturday, Oct.14
3-4 p.m.

Basement Program Room

SCAVENGER

Call 972-744-4358 or
stop by the Youth
Services Help Desk.

Part 1:
Part 2:
Part 3:

Drop-in to see the 3D
printer in action and learn
what’s required to submit
a job for 3D printing.

3D Printing & Tinkercad Class

Required registration
begins Monday, Oct. 23.

Basement Program Room

a teen book club
for ages 13-18

Cookies & Coloring
Registration is required.
Nov. 7
Nov. 18
Nov. 28

6:30-7:30 p.m.
3-4 p.m.
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Yummy for all ages!
Thursday, Oct. 26
3:30-5 p.m.
Basement Program Room
No registration required.

Explore the library,
solve the clues,
win a prize!

Saturday, Oct. 28
2-3:30 p.m.
Ages 9-12
First Floor Program Room

a whodunit
for teens
ages 13-18

