What’s Inside

Third Annual
Kindness Weekend
Altrusa Richardson is sponsoring the Third Annual
Kindness Weekend April 6-7.
Be a “Kindness Ninja.”
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Volunteer at
Wildflower! This Year
The Wildflower! Arts and
Music Festival offers a variety
of options for volunteers.
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The City’s Annual
Trash Bash is April 7
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City offers opportunities to “feed your passions”
April is the Month of Volunteerism in Richardson, designated so by the City Council since
2012, to raise awareness of the many ways residents can get involved in the community. With
so many opportunities, it’s hard to choose. Assistant City Manager Shanna Sims-Bradish recommends starting with your passions.
“Find an area you’re already interested in,”
she said. “Sometimes it’s difficult to keep up
motivation with an unpaid, volunteer job, but if
you love the subject, you’re more likely to stay
engaged and involved.”
The following is a list of interests and corresponding volunteer opportunities to consider.
Animals—Volunteer at the Richardson Animal Shelter—ages 15 and up can help with activities such as feeding, bathing and socializing
animals and assisting Shelter staff at events off
site. Become a foster parent and provide a temporary home for an incoming Shelter pet that
needs special TLC. Volunteer at the Parks Department’s annual “Pawtoberfest” event.
Books—Assist Librarians with pulling
books and working on various projects. Volunteer at Friends of the Library events such as
book sales. Teen volunteers assist staff with
children’s programs during the summer.
Fitness/Athletics—Volunteer at the Parks
Department’s Off the Beaten Path 5K/Trail Run
held each June or at the Corporate Challenge,
an annual 10-week, Olympic-style competition,
that has area businesses competing in more

The Children’s ArtStop at Cottonwood Art Festival would not be possible without the dedication and tireless efforts of the volunteers.
than 20 athletic and non-athletic events starting in August. Volunteers are needed for everything from registration to scorekeepers to mile
callers and more.
Holiday Celebrations—Volunteer at Santa’s Village, the Richardson Christmas Parade
and/or Richardson’s Family Fourth Celebration.
Great for adults and teens, as well as groups.
Leadership—Lend your time, knowledge
and expertise on one of 10 boards and commis-

City maintains highest credit
rating from Moody’s and S&P
Richardson’s continued stable local economy and
responsible fiscal municipal management cited as
areas of excellence leading to Aaa and AAA ratings
For the ninth year in a
row, both the Moody’s and
Standard and Poor’s credit
rating agencies have reaffirmed Richardson’s “Triple
A” status, the highest possible rating available for credit
worthiness. Richardson has
held AAA status from Standard and Poor’s for 11 years
now, and this is the ninth year in a row the City has received an Aaa
rating from Moody’s.
Standard & Poor’s Rationale
In its rationale, Standard and Poor’s said Richardson’s “Triple A” rating
was based on the City’s, “very strong economy, very strong management
with strong financial policies and practices, very strong budgetary flexibility, strong budgetary performance, very strong liquidity and a strong
institutional framework.”
Moody’s Rationale
In its rationale, Moody’s said, “The Aaa rating reflects the City’s relatively large and affluent tax base that is bolstered by a sizable business
district that draws a large daytime population, strong financial management with historical stability in reserve levels, and moderate yet manageable debt burden.”
Mayor’s Comment
“The City of Richardson strives for excellence in financial stability
and fiscal management,” said Richardson Mayor Paul Voelker. “We are
able to attract corporations, both domestic and international, because
of our strong fiscal management and strong local economy, and maintain the public’s trust due to our continued investment in infrastructure
improvements. We are proud that we once again have met the highest
standards set by these third-party credit rating agencies and appreciate
their recognition of the City’s strong financial position.”
Planned Bond Sale
This year the City plans to sell approximately $75.9 million in bonds,
which includes $40.5 million for the continuation of the serial sale of
bonds associated with projects that are part of the 2015 Bond Program
and $35.4 million for long-term capital needs, which will include funds
for water and sewer infrastructure improvements, emergency services
equipment, the Public Safety Campus and Main Street improvements.

sions to help make a difference in the community. These include the City Plan Commission,
Library Board, Cultural Arts Commission,
Parks and Recreation Commission and Animal
Services Advisory Commission.
Music, Dance and Theater—Become a
volunteer usher at the Eisemann Center, where
more than 450 performances grace its stages
. . . continued on page 4

Communications survey
to be mailed this month
This month a communications survey will be mailed to
every home in Richardson to ask
residents what they think about
the effectiveness of the City’s
communication efforts and what
changes they may like to see.
The short survey has 11 questions and can be returned in a
postage-paid envelope or submitted online at www.cor.net/survey by entering a unique code
printed on the survey.
“The City Council has made it
a priority to look at ways to improve community engagement
and the first step to that is to
evaluate the effectiveness of our
current channels of communication,” said Richardson Communications Director Greg Sowell.
“The results of this survey will
help us get an idea of what people think and help us to make

informed decisions on the best
ways to make improvements.”
Respondents who complete
the survey by mail or online and
provide their name and return address will be entered for a chance
to win one of three $100 gift
cards. Only one completed survey per household, either mailed
or online, will be eligible for the
drawing.
If you have any questions
about the survey, please call 972744-4218 or e-mail richardsontoday@cor.gov.

Senior property tax
exemption is increased
The City Council approved an ordinance last month that increases the property tax exemption for disabled individuals and
senior citizens (age 65 or older) from $80,000 to $85,000 due
to expected increases in property values. The $5,000 increase
will amount to an additional $31 savings for disabled and senior
citizen homeowners on their annual tax bill, providing a total
savings of $531 this year.
Under the City’s Financial Policies, the City Council regularly reviews the property tax exemption for residents over age
65 and disabled persons with a goal to maintain a tax benefit of
approximately 30 percent of the average home value.
The appraisal districts will incorporate the higher amount on
notices mailed to qualified residents this month.
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Summer water conservation plan in effect
Beginning April 1, no lawn watering between 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

The City of Richardson will
implement its summer water conservation plan April 1. The strategy
allows for lawn irrigation at evennumbered addresses on Tuesdays
and Saturdays and at odd-numbered addresses on Wednesdays
and Sundays. Watering is not permitted between 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on
the allowed days from April 1-Oct.
31. Watering is permitted at any-

time on the allowed days from
Nov. 1-March 31.
This water conservation strategy is in place year-round unless
the North Texas Municipal Water
District (NTMWD) asks for more
severe restrictions due to drought
conditions.
The NTMWD is Richardson’s
water supplier and continuously
monitors its water supply to de-

TWICE-PER-WEEK WATERING:
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Lawn irrigation is prohibited from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
or during periods of rain.
Visit www.cor.net/WaterConservation
or call the Public Services Department at 972-744-4220.
Water Wednesday and Sunday
for odd numbered addresses
(ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9)
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Water Tuesday and Saturday
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(ending in 2, 4, 6, 8, 0)
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termine if there is a need for additional restrictions.
Beginning April 1, lawn
watering is not permitted
between the hours of 10 a.m.-6
p.m. on allowed watering days.
Please water only as needed,
based on moisture content of the
soil. For more information, visit
www.cor.net/waterconservation or
call 972-744-4220.
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Lakes are full but dry summer months ahead
Record rainfall amounts in February have helped to raise the levels of the North Texas Municipal Water District
reservoirs to full capacity. But with the hot, dry summer months ahead, residents are encourage to water only
when necessary. The below graphic shows the lake levels as of March 26.
2800

Volunteering is alive and well in
Richardson. While we like to recognize volunteers and promote the
spirit of volunteerism year-round,
in 2012 the City Council officially
designated April as the month of
volunteerism in Richardson.
As you will see in this edition of
Richardson Today, there are many
volunteer opportunities throughout the community. It takes hundreds of volunteers to put on
events such as the Cottonwood
Art Festival, Wildflower! Arts and
Music Festival and Santa’s Village,
without whom the events would
not be possible. Volunteers also
are needed at city facilities including the Eisemann Center, Animal
Shelter and Senior Center.
One of the biggest volunteer
events of the year is coming up this
month. About 1,000 volunteers
participate in Trash Bash each
year, helping keep neighborhoods,
local parks and roadsides clean.
Last year, volunteers collected
5,000 pounds of trash, 2,000
pounds of recyclable materials and
50 pounds of plastic grocery bags.
Trash Bash is also a great opportunity to meet new people. On
page 4 you can read about how the
Richardson Interfaith Alliance has
embraced Trash Bash. The RIA
and its 47 member organizations
use Trash Bash as a way to allow
people of different faiths and backgrounds to get to know one another
and work together to make their
community a better place. April
is also Multiculturalism Month in
Richardson, and the RIA’s participation in Trash Bash is one of the
best ways to illustrate how volunteering can help promote multiculturalism throughout our city.

Mayor
Paul Voelker

paul.voelker@cor.gov

Another place volunteers are
always needed is to serve on the
City’s 10 boards and commissions.
The City relies on the experience
and expertise of these volunteers
to help advise the City departments and make recommendations
to the City Council. Members are
appointed by the Council; anyone
interested should contact the City
Secretary’s office or see page 3 of
this publication for more information.
We have an array of volunteer
opportunities available here in
Richardson. Hopefully you’ll find
something that interests you and
get out in your community and
make a difference.

Sincerely,

Paul Voelker
Mayor
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City Social Media
Several City departments are active on Facebook and Twitter,
including Richardson Today, the
Animal Shelter, the Eisemann
Center, the Library, Parks and Police departments and Richardson’s

Community Events. You can also
view CITV videos on YouTube.
Visit www.cor.net/SocialMedia for
a full listing.

Richardson Today Staff
Richardson Today is a monthly publication of the City of Richardson. It is free for
Richardson residents. The publication is designed to keep citizens of Richardson
informed of activities and news that may be of interest to them. If you have any
comments or suggestions concerning this or future issues, please send them to:
Citizens Information Services
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick McGarry
City Hall/Civic Center
Writers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Conrad
411
W. Arapaho Rd., Suite 204
Patricia Allbee
Richardson, Texas 75080
Graphic Design . . . . . . Gina Wooldridge
972-744-4104
richardsontoday@cor.gov
Printed on recycled paper

FEB
2018

APR
2018

Council Member
Bob Dubey
Place 1

Council Member
Scott Dunn
Place 3

Council Member
Mabel Simpson
Place 4

Council Member
Marta Gómez Frey
Place 5

Council Member
Steve Mitchell
Place 6

mark.solomon@cor.gov

bob.dubey@cor.gov

scott.dunn@cor.gov

Receive City news
updates by e-mail
Sign up to receive the City’s “Week
In Review” e-mail, which is sent each
Friday, as well as to receive important
notifications concerning City events,
projects, services and information
about weather-related activities and
the West Nile virus. Visit www.cor.
net/ENews, and select the options
you would like to subscribe to.

Requesting an Accommodation
The City of Richardson will make all reasonable
modifications to policies and programs to ensure that
people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to
enjoy all City programs, services and activities. Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or
procedures to participate in a City program, service
or activity, are requested to contact:

Mayor Pro Tem
Mark Solomon
Place 2

Taylor Lough, ADA Coordinator
972-744-4208
411 West Arapaho Rd., Ste. 201
Richardson, TX 75080
ADACoordinator@cor.gov
Please contact the ADA Coordinator as soon as
possible, but no later than 48 hours before a scheduled event.

mabel.simpson@cor.gov

marta.frey@cor.gov

steve.mitchell@cor.gov

Contact the City Council
Richardson City Council
411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, TX 75080

972-744-4203
www.cor.net/council

About City Council Meetings

Richardson City Council meetings (second and fourth Mondays of each month at
7 p.m.) and work sessions (Mondays at 6 p.m.) are open to the public, and citizens
are welcome to attend. Each meeting’s agenda is posted at City Hall on a bulletin
board at the west end of the building and can be found on the City website, www.
cor.net.
The agenda is posted on Friday evening prior to the Monday night meeting. You
may request a copy of the agenda or more information by calling the City Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4292.
City Council meetings and work sessions are broadcast live on the City’s website at www.cor.net and on the City’s cable TV channel on Spectrum (channel
16) and AT&T U-Verse (channel 99). Taped replays of the meetings are also available on the website within 24 hours.
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April is the month of volunteerism
Volunteering is a great way for residents to get involved in their community in a fun and enjoyable way. If
you are interested in volunteering but have not found the right fit, this page provides a brief description and
contact information for some of the volunteer programs the City of Richardson offers. More information about
volunteering with the City is available at www.cor.net/volunteers.

Trash Bash

Volunteer Assistance Program

Animal Shelter

Help keep Richardson clean by collecting trash and recyclables from across the
city. Contact Janice Tower at
972-744-4076 or janice.tower@cor.gov.

This program unites homeowners who
need assistance due to age, finance or
disability with volunteer groups who
wish to provide assistance. Contact
Stephanie Pennington at 972-744-4197
or stephanie.pennington@cor.gov.

Volunteers keep Shelter animals clean
and happy to help create a positive atmosphere where people can find a dog
or cat they wish to adopt. Contact Noura
Jammal at 972-744-4483 or
noura.jammal@cor.gov.

Boards & Commissions

Eisemann Center

Library

Residents lend their time, knowledge
and expertise on 10 boards and commissions to help make a difference in the
community. Contact Aimee Nemer at
972-744-4290 or aimee.nemer@cor.gov.

Volunteers participate in many of the
Eisemann Center’s operations and performances and become part of a unique
theatrical family. Contact Susan Powers at
972-744-4615 or susan.powers@cor.gov.

Volunteering at the Library is a fun and
unique way to give back. Volunteers
make a difference by enhancing programs and assisting patrons. Contact
Keri Samples at 972-744-4368 or
keri.samples@cor.gov.

Police Department

Parks Department Events

Wildflower! Festival

The Richardson Volunteers in Police
Services (VIPS) assist in vacation house
watch, abandoned vehicle notification, commercial vehicle inspections,
fingerprinting, records and much more.
Contact Meredith Watkins at 972-744-4842
or meredith.watkins@cor.gov.

Volunteers help make events including
Santa’s Village, the Christmas Parade,
Cottonwood Art Festival, Huffhines Art
Trails, the Family Fourth Celebration
and Corporate Challenge possible.
Contact Beverly Halperin at 972-744-4587
or beverly.halperin@cor.gov.

Wildflower! would not be possible without the help of more than 800 community-minded volunteers who do everything from scanning tickets to handing
out programs. Contact Barbara Cottone
at 972-744-4313 or barbara.cottone@cor.
gov.
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Be a “Kindness Ninja” April 6-7
The Altrusa International of
Richardson Kindness Action Ninjas (KAN) are sponsoring the third
annual Kindness Weekend Friday,
April 6 and Saturday, April 7.
The inspiration for the emphasis on kindness came from Brian
Williams, who runs the Think
Kindness Foundation. A few years
ago Williams visited RISD elementary schools encouraging children
to be like ninjas, moving silently
and stealthily doing acts of kindness. He frequently visits African
orphanages providing shoes with
soft soles for children, which they
required to wear to attend school.
Williams returned to Richardson
recently as the program speaker
at the Altrusan’s Annual Birthday
Party celebrating 52 years of community service work in the Richardson area.
This year the Altrusans are focusing their KAN kindness efforts
on the Network of Community
Ministries. On Friday, they will
volunteer at the Network to help
make room for incoming items for
the clothes closet. On Saturday,
Altrusans will be busy participating in four projects. The first at
City Hall during Trash Bash to collect gently worn and new clothing
donations for Network. The second will be putting together Birthday Bag kits to enable Network
clients to give their child a special
birthday celebration. The third

project of the weekend will provide sanitary products for Network
clients. The fourth will benefit
the women and children clients at
Hopes Door/The New Beginning
Center. Altrusans plan to sew 60
pillowcases and provide 60 pillows
to donate to the shelters.
Everyone in Richardson and the
surrounding areas is encouraged to
do an act of kindness during kindness weekend. It can be as simple
as writing a kind note to someone
or paying it forward in the coffee
line. Anyone wanting to participate
in he Altrusa activities is invited
to bring gently used clothing or
new clothing, packages of sanitary
products or new pillows to Trash
Bash April 7. Give it to an Altrusan wearing a black T-shirt with a
Ninja on the front. Please consider
joining Altrusa in their kindness
endeavors this year.

Members of the Richardson Interfaith Alliance
build relationships at annual Trash Bash
Organizations from throughout Richardson will be
participating in Trash Bash this year, doing their part
to keep Richardson clean. One of these groups is the
Richardson Interfaith Alliance, which was founded in
2010 and now has 47 member organizations. RIA has
participated in Trash Bash since 2015.
In addition to helping clean up Richardson, Trash
Bash has also served as a way for members from the
different organizations that makeup the Interfaith Alliance to get to know one another on a personal level.
“Volunteers are encouraged to talk across faith
groups so that cultural exchange and learning takes
place,” said RIA member Niranjan Hanumanna. “So
far the feedback from adults, young adults and kids
has been very positive and encouraging.”
About 60 RIA members showed up to pick up
trash at Lookout Park in 2015, with that number topping 100 last year and even more expected this year.

Pictured are members of the Richardson Interfaith Alliance at the 2017 Trash Bash.

Volunteer and “feed your passions”
. . . continued from page 1
each year. Volunteer at the City’s
annual Wildflower! Arts and
Music festival held in May—help
is needed with everything from
scanning tickets to handing out
programs.
Nature/Environment—Assist at Trash Bash, the City’s annual citywide cleanup day. Get
your workplace involved in the
Corporate Environmental Partnership program and volunteer alongside your coworkers in cleaning
up neighborhoods and beautifying
Richardson’s parks and trails.

Visual Art—Cottonwood Art
Festival needs help staffing the
kid’s area activities, organizing materials and helping the pint-size Picasso’s create their masterpieces.
Be prepared to laugh and have fun,
as ArtStop is a memorable experience for kids of all ages. The volunteer deadline is April 23.
Public Safety—Volunteers in
Police Services assist the Richardson Police Department with vacation house watch, fingerprinting,
records and more. Other public
safety volunteer opportunities include Crime Watch Patrol and
Neighborhood Crime Watch.

Senior Citizens—There are
numerous ways to volunteer at
the Richardson Senior Center. In
addition, the City’s Volunteer Assistance Program helps homeowners who need assistance with yard
work, home repairs, etc. due to
age, finance or disability by pairing
them with volunteer groups who
wish to provide assistance.
To get involved and for more
information, visit www.cor.net/
volunteers. For information on the
Corporate Environmental Partnership Program, visit www.cor.net/
corporatecleanup or call 972-7444080.

Whole Foods Market-CityLine to support
Spring Creek Nature Area with April 19 sales
The City of Richardson’s Spring
Creek Nature Area will be the beneficiary of the April 19 “Community Giving Day” at Whole Foods
Market-CityLine. Five percent of
the entire day’s net sales will be
donated toward improvements for
the park.
“This is part of ongoing plans
by Whole Foods to support Spring
Creek Nature Area, and we’re excited about this partnership,” Director of Parks and Recreation Lori
Smeby said. “It’s a natural fit since
the store is located right across the
street from the park.”

In addition to participating in Trash Bash, the Interfaith Alliance also holds community National Day
of Prayer and Thanksgiving celebrations, and helps
assemble and package thousands of meals as part of
the annual Feeding Children Everywhere campaign.
These events, and the others organized by RIA each
year, are designed to advance the organization’s mission of bringing people from different faiths together.
“The purpose of the Richardson Interfaith Alliance
is to increase respect of all faiths through education
and increased awareness and to coordinate and enhance faith-based services for the betterment of the
Richardson community,” Hanumanna said. “In line
with our focus core values, RIA is constantly participating in service activities—what better way to understand and build friendships than while serving the
communities we live in.”
For more information on the Richardson Interfaith
Alliance, visit www.richardsoninterfaith.org.

Once per quarter, Whole Foods
chooses local nonprofit organizations to benefit from Community
Giving Day, as a way to give back
to the community. Past recipients
have included Richardson AnimaLuv and the Junior League of
Richardson.
“It’s a great way to support the
Nature Area just by shopping,”
said Smeby. There is no form to fill
out or “membership card” to swipe,
and customers do not have to say
anything special to the cashiers in
order for the donation to be made
by Whole Foods. “All you have to

do is remember the date to shop,
April 19.”
Whole Foods Market-CityLine
is located at 1411 E. Renner Rd. It
is open from 7 a.m.-10 p.m.

Trash fee discount for seniors
Richardson residents age 65 or older are eligible for a discount on their residential trash
collection fee. In order to qualify, residents must submit a completed application, available
online, along with proof of age, such as a driver’s license, to customer.service@cor.gov. Seniors
may also bring proof of age and fill out the application in the Water Customer Service Office in
City Hall, located at 411 W. Arapaho Rd., Room 101. The person signing up must be listed on
the City water account and in the case of married couples, either spouse may fill out the form.
Residents may apply for the discount the day they turn 65 and it will take effect on the next
bill. With the discount, the monthly charge for residential trash collection, including sales tax
and the state mandated landfill fee, is $15.56. The same monthly charge without the discount
is $21.

Cottonwood and Wildflower!
festivals want volunteers

Volunteers at the Wildflower! Arts and Music Festival hand out
programs, scan tickets and work at the information booth.
While the City of Richardson
puts on the Cottonwood Art Festival and Wildflower! Arts and
Musical Festival, neither event
would be possible without the
work of more than 1,000 volunteers, who work more than 6,000
hours annually. Cottonwood and
Wildflower! are both fast approaching, but there is still time
to sign up if you would like to volunteer at either event this May.
Cottonwood, which is held
biannually the first weekend of
May and October, needs nearly
200 volunteers to staff the Children’s ArtStop, where pint-size
Picassos spin clay, draw pictures
and more. Volunteers must be 16
or older and be able to work an
entire 2 ½ hour shift. The volunteer deadline is April 23; anyone
interested in volunteering should
e-mail Beverly Halperin at beverly.halperin@cor.gov.
Wildflower! also still needs
volunteers to help with a variety
of jobs including ticket scanning,
handing out programs and manning information booths. The

more than 800 Wildflower! volunteers work four hour shifts and
receive not only a T-shirt, but also
two single day general admission
tickets (one ticket is used to get
the volunteer into the Festival
the day they are volunteering).
For each additional four hour
shift worked, volunteers receive
an additional single day ticket.
Potential volunteers must be at
least 18 years old. For more information, contact Barbara Cottone at barbara.cottone@cor.gov
or visit www.wildflowerfestival.
com/volunteer-sign-up.
Volunteering in Richardson
is a great way for residents to
get involved in their community
in a fun and enjoyable way. The
City’s goal is to make volunteering a meaningful experience and
to make sure the volunteers know
that they are appreciated. If you
are interested in volunteering but
don’t think working at Cottonwood or Wildflower! is the right
fit for you, visit www.cor.net/volunteers for a list of additional volunteer opportunities.
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Corporate Challenge is Prairie Creek Park receives award
Prairie Creek Park
state-wide co-sponsor of wasRichardson’s
one of six Texas parks honored
last month with the designation as
Lone Star Legacy Park by the
Special Olympics Texas aTexas
Recreation and Parks SociThe City of Richardson Corporate Challenge is the newest statewide year-round co-sponsor for
Special Olympics Texas.
The Corporate Challenge joins
the Law Enforcement Torch Run,
the H-E-B Tournament of Champions, Food Town, the Knights
of Columbus, UnitedHealthcare
Community Plan and Coca-Cola
Southwest Beverages as statewide
sponsors.
The Corporate Challenge is
a professionally run, volunteerdriven, Olympic-style competition
involving as many as 25 athletic
and non-athletic events produced
by the City of Richardson Parks
and Recreation Department. The
competition raises funds for Special Olympics Texas through entry
fees and other fundraising events.
The competition started in 1997
and has grown each year, providing
a cumulative donation to Special
Olympics Texas of $2.5 million
during that time.
“We are honored to be selected
as a co-sponsor for this important

athletic program benefitting many
people and families in Richardson,
the Metroplex and Texas,” said
Richardson Mayor Paul Voelker.
“The Corporate Challenge is a
natural fit with Special Olympic
Texas, and we are so happy to have
the opportunity to make an impact
thanks to the support of our corporate partners.”
The 10-week competition
kicks-off with an Opening Ceremony in August and then proceeds
to competitions in events ranging
from the very physical softball and
basketball to the more sedentary
darts, billiards and miniature golf.
The Challenge wraps up with the
Closing Ceremony in October. All
events take place in the evenings
and on weekends.

Richland, local companies
receive workforce grant
A local technology consortium, including ARGO Data Resource
Corp., GXA Network Solutions and The Wilkins Group, has partnered
with Richland College to provide job training using a $523,089 Skills Development Fund grant from the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC).
TWC Commissioner Representing Labor Julian Alvarez was on hand
last month at ARGO’s local offices to present the check to Richland
and consortium representatives. Since 2014, Richardson companies, employees and students have benefited from more than $3 million in Skills
Development Fund grants.
The latest grant will be used to provide custom instruction and training for 197 new and incumbent workers on Agile, SQL, JavaScript and
project management. Trainees will include application developers, programmers and software engineers.

ety (TRAPS) in a ceremony at the
association’s annual institute in
Waco.
A Lone Star Legacy Park is
classified as a park that holds special prominence in the local community and the state of Texas. To
qualify for consideration, the park
must have endured the test of time
and become iconic to those who
have visited, played and rested on
its grounds.
Nominated parks must be a
minimum of 50 years old and had
to meet at least one of the following criteria:
• The property represents distinctive design and/or construction.
• The park is associated with historic events or sites.

The waterfall at Prairie Creek Park
• The park is associated with
events specific to the local
community/state.
• The park is home to unique
natural features.
“Part of Richardson’s story of
success in attracting high-tech and
multi-national corporate campuses
is due thanks to our long-term in-

vestments made to develop our
parks and recreation system and
services,” said Richardson Mayor
Paul Voelker. “Prairie Creek Park
is one of many jewels in our system
and we are happy to have it recognized by TRAPS for its Lone Star
Legacy Park award.”

Register your camera to help catch crooks
Richardson residents and business owners are helping police investigate crime, using technology
that they have installed to protect
their own property.
The Police Department’s Video
Crime Watch program asks owners of video surveillance cameras
to volunteer their information and
complete an online form that has
basic questions about their video
system’s capabilities.
If a crime happens, a police officer or detective can check the
database for businesses and homes
in the vicinity of the crime with a
surveillance system. If one is listed
in the database, police may contact
that location and ask the owner to
review footage to see if anything
was captured that may help with
the case. Video surveillance systems are becoming more common
as the technology improves and the
purchase price becomes more affordable.

The Richardson Police Department has seen an increase in surveillance systems used by residents
and businesses, property management companies and has successfully made arrests in cases where
the surveillance video captured the
suspect in the act. This resource
will allow Police to more quickly
identify video camera locations
where suspect information may
have been captured.
Currently, 334 residents have
registered with 44 businesses entered in the program.
If you have questions, you can
contact the Crime Prevention
Unit at 972-744-4955. Or, you
can register your camera by visiting
www.cor.net/videocrimewatch.
The information you will need
to complete the online form includes name, home address, telephone number and e-mail address.

You will also need to provide
your camera system information
including:
• Number of cameras
• Make and model of the cameras
• Resolution of the cameras
• If cameras are capable of night
vision/infrared
• If the cameras are Internet Protocol (IP) based
• If the cameras are color or black
and white
• Views that are captured by the
cameras
• Amount of time you keep the
camera footage

Low-cost rabies vaccination clinic is May 5
The Richardson Animal Shelter will host a low-cost rabies vaccination clinic Saturday, May 5 from 1-3 p.m. at the Animal Shelter, 1330 Columbia Dr.
The cost is $5 for altered pets and $10 for unaltered pets and includes a 2018 City
registration. Please have dogs leashed and cats contained. For more information, call
972-744-4480.

Richardson Economic Development Partnership enhances digital media strategy

Luciana Arteaga-Nemtala
Marketing Manager,
Richardson Economic
Development Partnership
When the Richardson Economic Development Partnership’s
(REDP) website was redesigned
in 2010, it was at the forefront of
web design. Yet, with Richardson
known worldwide as the home of

the Telecom Corridor® area and as
a leader in high-tech innovation,
it’s critically important that our
web presence continually evolves
to employ the latest digital media
and marketing best practices.
That is why we are excited to
announce the recent relaunch of
our TelecomCorridor.com site.
The enhanced site has been upgraded to not only capture user attention with striking visuals, larger
type and an uncluttered design,
but also with a streamlined navigation menu to help users find and
retrieve the most critical, relevant
information more efficiently.
Visitors to the site will now
find the navigation menu more
prominently featured, and with the
number of menu selection choices
reduced from nine to six. We’ve
removed extraneous pages and
combined similar pages together,
making for a simpler navigation
process.

To further streamline and simplify site design, the website’s
menu bar is now fixed at the top
of the user’s screen. Rather than
having to scroll up on a page to return to the navigation menu, users
can now access the menu far more
quickly and easily when delving
deeper into the site.
Much like our RealRichardson.
com site, which supports Richardson’s recruiting of talented young
professionals, the new REDP site
is also responsive, adapting to the
size and orientation of any device
and providing a seamless user

experience from desktop to mobile. For effortless navigation on
mobile devices, we also added a
“hamburger”-style menu—essentially an icon with three parallel,
horizontal lines stacked—through
which users can access the full
menu and any of the site’s subpages.
Overall, we expect the newand-improved site to continue
serving as an invaluable tool for
a variety of audiences, from site
selectors seeking properties for
companies planning to relocate
or expand, to future employers or

employees needing information on
the community’s housing and educational offerings.
At the same time, social media
continues to be a major marketing focus for the REDP, which
is why we are constantly posting
information to LinkedIn, Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube, further
engaging with thousands of online
followers who have a demonstrated
interest in Richardson economic
development.
Please check out the new and
improved telecomcorridor.com
for yourself starting mid-April and
sign up for any or all of our social
media feeds. We’ll look forward to
seeing you online!
“From the Boardroom” is a
recurring guest column featuring
viewpoints from Richardson
business and civic leaders,
produced in cooperation with
the Richardson Chamber of
Commerce.
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Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd. • 972-744-7800

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

Please call 972-744-7800 to RSVP for events that require registration.
April 6, 13

AARP TAX ASSISTANCE
10 a.m.-4 p.m. AARP income tax assistance program
is offered each Friday by trained volunteers. Please
bring your 2016 tax return and Social Security card.
No fee.

May 16

RICHARDSON COMMUNITY BAND SPRING
CONCERT 7:30 p.m. It is time for our Spring Concert
with the Richardson Community Band. Enjoy a musical evening out. Light refreshments will be served
after the concert. No fee.

Upcoming Trips

May 15

OUT TO LUNCH
10:30 a.m. The Out to Lunch Bunch will go to King
Buffet. Cost is $1 for transportation and the cost of
lunch is on your own. Call 972-744-7800 to sign up.

June 13

HEALTH AND INFORMATION FAIR
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Health screenings and information
tables on financial planning, home health agencies,
assisted living facilities, nonprofit agencies serving seniors, HMOs and other business and service
providers will be available. Door prizes will be given
throughout the day. No fee.

Library

See it Before It’s Gone and What is New with
Rose-Mary Rumbley—May 30
Spend a fun day with the ever popular storyteller and entertainer, Rose –
Mary Rumbley. Dallas is changing! Some say it is progress and others say it is
losing our heritage. Rose-Mary will have her own perspective of the situation
and show us new renovation successes and some surprises. Lunch will be on
your own. $84.

Happy Birthday New Orleans—June 25-28
The trip will focus on the several important themes in the life of New Orleans for more than 300 years: history, culture, cuisine, music and architecture.
Accommodations are at the Roosevelt Hotel on Canal Street. Call 972-7447810 for more information.

900 Civic Center Dr. • 972-744-4350

ADULT/GENERAL INTEREST
April 1

April 2, 9, 16

April 4

April 7

April 7

April 11

April 13

April 14

April 16

April 17

April 18

April 18

April 18

April 18

April 19

April 19

April 20

April 21

April 21

April 24

April 27

April 27

April 28

April 29

LIBRARY CLOSED FOR THE EASTER
HOLIDAY The Library will reopen April 2.

DEWEY KNIT
2-4 p.m. First Floor Program Room. Call
Jane at 972-744-4355 for information.

WRITERS’ GUILD OF TEXAS
7-8:30 p.m. Basement Program Room.
Tips and Techniques for Writing Everyday
presented by Nathan Brown. Call 972-7444376 for information.
COMMUNITY WRITERS’ CRITIQUE
GROUP 6:45-8:45 p.m. Basement Program
Room. E-mail WGTCritiqueGroup@gmail.
com for more information.

GOOGLE DRIVE BASICS 10:30 a.m.-noon.
Basement Training Room. Richardson
Public Library card needed to register. Call
972-744-4368 to register.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Basement Program Room.

AARP TAX ASSISTANCE
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Basement Program Room.

SECOND WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper” by Phaedra Patrick. Call Janet Vance at
972-744-4352 for information.

RCAS MEETING AND DEMONSTRATION
6:30-8:45 p.m. Basement Program Room.
Frank Sowells will speak about acrylics. Call
Brian Gibson at 972-744-4350 for information.

ROMANTIC INTERLUDES BOOK CLUB
7-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room.
Call Karen Gibbs at 972-744-4350 for information.

DIGITAL DROP-IN
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

COMPUTER CLASS: INTERMEDIATE
MICROSOFT WORD 2016 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Basement Training Room. Richardson
Public Library card needed to register. Call
972-744-4359 for information.

FIRST WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “My Beloved World” by Sonia Sotomayor. Call Tamara Golubski at 972-744-4393
for information.
COMPUTER CLASS: BEGINNER
MICROSOFT WORD 2016 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Basement Program. Richardson Public
Library card needed to register. Call 972744-4359 for information.

THIRD WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “The Trouble with Goats and Sheep”
by Joanna Cannon. Call Tamara Golubski at
972-744-4393 for information.

RICHARDSON HISTORICAL AND
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING
1:30-3 p.m. Basement Program Room. “Historical Book Review” presented by Roger
Fortney. Call 972-744-4350 for information.
INTRO TO PHOTOSHOP 10:30 a.m.-noon.
Basement Training Room. Richardson Public
Library card needed to register. Call 972744-4359 to register.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Basement Program Room.

DIGITAL DROP-IN
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

ADVANCED 3D PRINTING WITH
TINKERCAD 10:30 a.m.-noon. Studio RPL.
Richardson Public Library card needed to
register. Call 972-744-4359 for information.

JERRY BARLOW: FOR LOVE OF CELTIC
MUSIC 6:30-7:30 p.m. First Floor Youth
Services Area.

REAL READS BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “Lab Girl” by Hope Jahren. Call
Tamara Golubski at 972-744-4393 for information.
FOURTH TUESDAY BOOKBABBLE
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “The Other Einstein” by Marie Benedict. Call Janet Vance at 972-744-4352 for
information.
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE
2-5 p.m. Basement Program Room.

CHILDREN/YOUTH
Please call 972-744-4358 for more information.
April 7, 14, 21, 28

April 7

April 14

April 21

April 21

April 26

April 28

April 28

April 29

SATURDAY MORNING KIDS STORYTIME
10:30-11 a.m. First Floor Program Room.

GO, DOG. GO!
All Day. Performed by Childsplay and sponsored by the
Eisemann Center. Basement Program Room.
EL DIA DE LOS NIÑOS EL DIA DE TOS LIBROS
CELEBRATION: TONI SIMMONS 2-3 p.m. First Floor
Program Room.

CAMP WRITE-IN: POETRY
2-3 p.m. Ages 10-17. Basement Program Room. Registration
required. Call 972-744-4358 for more information.

CAMP WRITE-IN: WRITING PROMPTS AND GAMES
2-3 p.m. Ages 10-17. First Floor Program Room. Registration
required. Call 972-744-4358 for more information.
A NOVEL IDEA TEEN BOOK CLUB
2-3 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room. “Dreamland Burning” by Jennifer Latham.

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD MEETING + BOX IT UP
ARCHITECTURE 2-4:30 p.m. Basement Program Room.
Call Jenn at 972-744-4378 for more information.

COOKIES, CRAFTS AND CRAYONS
3:30-4:30 p.m. First Floor Program Room.

FOLK MUSIC FROM BANGLADESH
3-3:30 p.m. First Floor Program Room.

Repertory Company Theatre presents “Damn Yankees”

Each Friday, the Richardson Chamber of Commerce’s Shop/Dine Richardson program sends subscribers dining offers plus information and offers from local shopping outlets and professional services. Shop/Dine Richardson is meant to provide
more visibility to Richardson businesses and encourage subscribers to shop locally.
You may sign up for the Shop/Dine Richardson weekly e-mail by going to www.
richardsonchamber.com/shop.

The Repertory Company Theatre’s (RCT) season
continues with performances of the Broadway classic,
“Damn Yankees.”
Fast-paced and wickedly clever, “Damn Yankees”
is an all-American home run musical hit. Aging baseball fanatic Joe Boyd (Brian Hokanson) sells his soul
to the devil for the chance to lead his favorite team,
the Washington Senators, to a win over the New York
Yankees. Can he lead the Senators to victory and still
outsmart the Devil (Jordan Tomenga) to win his soul
back in time? Featuring Garrett Holton as Joe Hardey

and Kim Swarner as Lola. Directed by Laura Alley.
Performances are scheduled for April 20-29 in
the group’s Driegert Theatre at 770 N. Coit Rd. in
Richardson. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. Ticket prices are $25
for adults and $15 for youth.
For more information, visit www.rcttheatre.com or
call the box office at 972-690-5029.
The RCT is partially sponsored by the Richardson
Cultural Arts Commission.
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Eisemann Center Presents concludes 2017-18 season
The 2017-18 Eisemann Center Presents calendar concludes in
April with five exciting shows.
Visit www.eisemanncenter.com
for ticket information, or call 972744-4650. Groups of 10 or more
qualify for ticket discounts by calling Group Sales at 972-744-4657.

family-friendly performance that is
leaving audiences howling for more!
This special family event is being
held in support of the Richardson
Animal Shelter. Come early for
pre-show lobby activities beginning
at 1:30 pm.

soft-spoken black man. With race
relations in the news almost daily
these days, this masterpiece of a
play becomes ever more poignant.
Starring Sheree J. Wilson and Clarence Gilyard, stars of “Dallas” and
“Walker, Texas Ranger.”

stunning piano transcription of Copland’s “El Salon Mexico.”
Siegel’s Keyboard Conversations® are concerts with broad, popular appeal and lively commentary,
making the music more accessible
and meaningful for all. Each piece
is performed in its entirety and
there is a question and answer session following the concert. Gain a
whole new perspective and enrich
your life with great music!

certain as the turning tide. Coming of age as Britain sits atop an
international empire of slavery, he
finds himself torn between following in the footsteps of his father—a
slave trader—and embracing the
more compassionate views of his
childhood sweetheart. This show
is an unforgettable musical saga
that captures the spirit of history’s
sweetest and most powerful sound:
freedom.

Mutts Gone Nuts
Mutts Gone Nuts
3 p.m. April 8
Tickets $16-$32
The disorderly duo of Scott and
Joan Houghton and their hilarious
pack of pooches take the stage with
a comedy dog thrill show Mutts
Gone Nuts Canine Cabaret. Expect the unexpected in this topnotch presentation that includes
incredible high flying Frisbee dogs,
tight-wire dogs, dancing dogs,
magic dogs and of course, the one
and only Sammie the Talking Dog!
Their nine amazing canine partners are all adopted from animal
shelters and rescues and are sure
to unleash havoc and hilarity in a

Amazing Grace
Driving Miss Daisy
Driving Miss Daisy
8 p.m. April 12-14
2 p.m. April 14
Tickets $49-$59
Winner of the 1988 Pulitzer
Prize and the Outer Critics Circle Award for Best Off-Broadway
Play, Driving Miss Daisy is a warmhearted, humorous and affecting
study of the unlikely relationship
between an aging, crotchety
white Southern lady, and a proud,

Eisemann Center
2351 Performance Dr.

For tickets visit www.eisemanncenter.com
or call the Ticket Office at 972-744-4650
PRESTONWOOD CHRISTIAN ACADEMY’S “HELLO DOLLY”
(7:30 p.m. April 4-7; 1:30 p.m. April 7. $12-$25.)
RICHARDSON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
“AN EVENING OF GERSHWIN”
(8 p.m. April 7. $15.50-$70.50. Visit www.richardsonsymphony.org.)
COLLIN COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS AND METROTEX
TEXAS AFFORDABLE HOUSING SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION
(8:30 a.m., April 12. $85. Visit www.ccar.net/calendar.)
VOCAL MAJORITY
(2 p.m. and 8 p.m., April 14; 2 p.m. April 15. $16-$54.
Visit www.vocalmajority.com.)
CHAMBERLAIN BALLET “PETER AND THE WOLF”
(7 p.m. April 20; 2 p.m. April 21-22. $13-$25.
Visit www.chamberlainschoolofballet.com.)
STUDIO DANCE CENTER SPRING CONCERT
(Blue Show: 6:30 p.m. April 27 and 2:30 p.m. April 28. $15.; Pink
Show: 11:30 a.m. April 28. $13.; Yellow Show: 6:30 p.m. April 28 and
2 p.m. April 29. $15. Visit www.studiodancecentre.com.)
PLANO COMMUNITY BAND
(2:30 p.m. April 29. Free. Visit www.planoband.com.)
RICHARDSON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA SEASON FINALE CONCERT
(8 p.m. May 5. $15.50-$70.50. Visit www.richardsonsymphony.org.)
RICHARDSON COMMUNITY BAND “THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS”
(3 p.m. May 6. Free. Visit www.richardsoncommunityband.org.)

Coming up at the Civic Center
Dallas Record Show
April 14
www.dallasrecordshow.com
Celebration Lecture
Program
April 24
www.celebrationmagazine.
com
Accommodates groups
from 10-750
Call us! 972-744-4090

411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, Texas 75080
www.cor.net/civiccenter

Jeffrey Siegel
Jeffrey Siegel’s
Keyboard Conversations®
7:30 p.m. April 16
Tickets $30-$36
Jeffrey Siegel presents “Bernstein Birthday Bash,” with virtuoso
piano arrangements of songs from
“West Side Story,” his intimate “Anniversaries,” as well as Gershwin’s
“Rhapsody in Blue” and Bernstein’s

Amazing Grace—The Musical
2 p.m. April 19
8 p.m. April 19-20
Tickets $36-$64
Direct from Broadway, “Amazing Grace—The Musical” is based
on the true story behind the beloved
song. A tale of romance, rebellion
and redemption, the show follows
one man whose incredible journey
ignited a historic wave of change
that gave birth to the abolitionist
movement. John Newton, a willful and musically talented young
Englishman, faces a future as un-

Go, Dog. Go!
Go, Dog. Go!
2:30 p.m. April 22
Tickets $12-$22
“Go, Dog. Go!” brings the adventures of P.D. Eastman’s book to life
in a frolicking musical dog party full
of surprises, color, clowning, vaudeville, singing/barking, and of course,
six lovable dogs. The cast of this beloved preschool favorite has gone to
the dogs—with cars, hats, audience
participation, and even a wild game
of ball as this hilarious visual spectacle manages to sneak important
life lessons between innings.

Woman’s Club hosts Flavor ‘n Flair, Golf Tourney
Celebrate spring with the Richardson Woman’s
Club at Flavor ‘n Flair, a new cultural event with
food tasting, music, shopping and children’s activities from 4-8 p.m. Thursday, April 12 at 2005 N.
Cliffe Dr. Food will be provided by Richardson
restaurants.
Entertainers include Matthew Banks, a musician
who plays a variety of different instruments and delights at the microphone. He will perform from 5:306:30 p.m. Other entertainers include the Dover and
Stults Road elementary choirs, the Lake Highlands
Wranglers western dance group and the Folklorico
dance group. Folklorico is a collective term for traditional Latin American dances that emphasize local
folk culture.
Children’s activities include face painting, giant
superhero cutout photos, games in partnership with
Lakeshore Learning Store, balloons, crafts and a
hand puppet show courtesy of the Richardson Library. The Richardson Police and Fire departments
will also have vehicles for children to explore.
Tickets are $10 per person or $30 per family (two adults and up to four kids under
age 17). Ask any member of the club or visit
www.rwctx.org to purchase tickets online. If you buy
online, print your receipt to show at the gate.
Golf Tourney
The Richardson Woman’s Club will be hold its
11th Annual Golf Tournament Friday, May 11 at
Sherrill Park Golf Course, 2001 E. Lookout Dr.
Check-in begins at 11 a.m. In addition to an 18-hole

The 11th Annual Richardson Woman’s Club Golf
Tournament will take place May 11 at Sherrill
Park Golf Course.
tournament, there will be awards for longest drive,
closest to the pin and a putting contest.
Lunch is being provided by Corner Bakery, with
dinner provided by Silver Fox Steakhouse.
Opportunities are still available for team sponsors ($1,000), hole sponsors ($300) and individual
players ($130). All proceeds will benefit Richardson
Woman’s Club Student Scholarships. More information is available at www.richardsonwomansclub.com
or by contacting tournament chair Carolyn Trundle
at 972-898-9683.

RALC murder mystery fundraiser set for April 14
The Richardson Adult Literacy Center’s annual
murder mystery fundraiser will be held Saturday,
April 14 at the Richardson Public Library. It’s a fun
interactive “whodunit” performance featuring community leaders and professional actors, with attendees working in teams to solve the “crime.” The event
will also feature a silent auction.
The guest actors for this year include City Council Member Marta Gómez Frey, RISD Superintendent Dr. Jeannie Stone, Edward Renteria from Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Texas, and Kirk Wilson of
Dean Air Conditioning and Heating.
Doors open at 7 p.m. with the play beginning
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $60 each and may be pur-

chased online at www.ralc.org/murder-mystery or by
calling 972-644-5119.
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City Hall activities map

Trash Bash is April 7

City Hall Appreciation Event
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
• Environmental education fair
• Free recycling bags
for Richardson residents
• Refreshments
• City vehicles on display
• Mobile adoption trailer with adoptable
animals from the Animal Shelter
• Eye glasses collection booth
CityLine After Party
(in partnership w/Whole Foods Market)

1-4 p.m.
• Live music
• Butterfly release in the Plaza—2 p.m.
• Nature walk—3 p.m.

CityLine After Party—www.citylinedfw.com/events

“Over the Moon”
sculpture

CityLine Park & Spring Creek Nature Area

Plant giveaways to first 300 guests
Game zone and kid’s activities
Kid’s Earth Day coloring contest
Lawn games
Photo booth
and more

Volunteers from Fujitsu assisted City Parks and Recreation Department staff last
month in clearing invasive trees from portions of the Spring Creek Nature Area, to
help re-establish native prairie grasses and other native plants. The initiative is in line
with the 2015 Master Plan adopted for the property.
The work took place in newly opened areas of SCNA where it is hoped that bird watching
will eventually take place. While City staff operated heavy equipment, the Fujitsu volunteers helped by hand-cutting the invasive trees (primarily waxleaf ligustrum) and dragging
branches.

CITYLINE DR

CITYLINE
PARK

CITYL
PLAZINE
A

WY

Fujitsu volunteers improve Spring Creek Nature Area

E ST

EK PK

For additional information or questions about Trash Bash, please call
972-744-4076, e-mail trashbash@cor.
gov or visit www.cor.net/trashbash.

STAT

H CRE

•
•
•
•
•
•

ROUT

City Hall parking lot
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
• Residential cooking oil/grease disposal
• Book drive (books, magazines, CDs,
DVDs)
• Free bag of Texas Pure Compost
• Clothing and shoe drive (clothing
should be gently used and washed,
place in plastic bags/sacks, no trash
bags please)

Electronics recycling, document shredding map

PLANO RD

This year’s Trash Bash will be held
Saturday, April 7 and provide several recycling opportunities. There
will be educational booths and refreshments inside City Hall, and outside
there will also be activities for everyone.
The following list provides a description of
what will be available at this year’s Trash
Bash and drop-off locations.
Richardson Square Mall
Electronics Recycling, Shredding
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
The Richardson Citizen Police Academy Alumni Association (RCPAAA) is
sponsoring the electronics recycling
and document shredding event at the
Richardson Square Mall parking lot.
Acceptable electronics for recycling
include: personal and home electronics,
home office equipment and automobile
electronics. CRT TVs or computer monitors CANNOT be accepted. Flat screen
monitors and televisions are OK.
NO hazardous waste items will be accepted. This includes, but is not limited to,
batteries, paint, cleaners and fluorescent
bulbs. You may visit the Richardson website at www.cor.net/hhw for more information on hazardous waste disposal.
Personal shredding will be limited to
what can fit into a car. Your documents will
be destroyed on site, safely and securely by
a commercial shredding company. There is
no charge to drop off your unwanted electronic items and personal shredding for recycling, but donations are encouraged for
the RCPAAA, a 501(c)(3) tax deductible
charitable organization.
For more information, call 972-6569636 or visit www.rcpaaa.org.

Water-efficient landscape design
FREE! Tuesday, April 3, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Richardson Service Center, 1260 Columbia Dr.
Texas AgriLife Water University presents this seminar to help you learn basic design
principles, plant placement and all about the newest hardscape trends so you can
“do it yourself” and save big! Transform your yard into a beautiful, low-maintenance,
water-efficient landscape. Learn tips and how to use the ULandscapeIt tool (wateruniversity.tamu.edu) to become your own landscape designer! Register at wateruniversity.tamu.edu/water-university-events.

Fire Station 6 offers blue bags April 7
Fire Station 6 will offer blue recycling bags
for purchase Saturday, April 7 from 10
a.m.-4 p.m. The 30-gallon bags are sold in rolls for
$3.50 for residents, or $4 for nonresidents. Blue
bag letters are honored at this location as well.
Credit and debit cards are accepted.
Fire Station 6 offers the bags on the first Saturday
of every month. The station is located at 3591
Park Vista Rd. For more information, call 972-7444111.

Shade gardening

FREE! Tuesday, May 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Richardson Service Center, 1260 Columbia Dr.
Are your trees throwing shade? Does your landscape have problem areas where nothing seems to grow? Do you have mature trees and area where turf is receding? Learn
about the many native and adapted plants that not only survive, but thrive in shadier
spots! Register at wateruniversity.tamu.edu/water-university-events.
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www.cor.net/parks

Parks & Recreation
Sherrill Park duo wins tournament

MAY 5-6
Art Festival
There’s an art to having fun!

Featured Artist: Anthony Hansen

Rick Woodson, left, and Ronny Glanton recently won the 2018 KBS Tour
Shafts Pro-Assistant Championship at Gleneagles Country Club in Plano.
Glanton is the head professional at Sherrill Park, while Woodson is an instructor at the course.

240 Artists • Live Music • Hands-On Kids Area
Food Court • Craft Beer Garden

Cottonwood Park • Richardson, Texas

Saturday: 10a-7p • Sunday: 10a-5p
FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING

CottonwoodArtFestival.com

Huffhines Tennis Center
The Huffhines Tennis Center has 10 lighted courts, a fully
stocked pro shop and private
and semi-private lessons.
Lessons for juniors and adults

are available in group or one-onone settings. Group lessons are
available in three-week blocks
at a cost of $40-$90. Private lessons are available in 30-minute

or one-hour blocks.
The Tennis Center is located
in the southeast corner of Huffhines Park. For more information, visit www.cor.net/tennis.

The Sherrill Park Golf Course team of Ronny Glanton, PGA head professional, and Rick Woodson, PGA teaching professional, were crowned
champions at the 2018 KBS Tour Shafts Pro-Assistant Championship
last month at Gleneagles Country Club in Plano. Glanton and Woodson
fired rounds of 66 and 64, for a 10-under-par score of 130. The pair finished three shots ahead of the second-place team.
Glanton has played in 38 consecutive NTPGA Pro-Assistant Championships since 1980. This victory marks his first in the event. This is
also Woodson’s first time to win the Championship. A total of 112 teams
competed in this 36-hole, Four-Ball Stroke Play event.
Glanton was also recently elected as the 2018 president of the
Northern Texas PGA Board of Directors.

Sherrill Park
The Sherrill Park Ladies Golf League is open to
women with golf experience and a handicap of 36 or
less. Members play Tuesday mornings from March to
October. For information, contact Nancy Stubbs (972669-8909) or Vicki Denton (469-569-2016).

The point is, the 2018 Wildflower! Student Art Contest is all about POINTILLISM!

To schedule tee times or private lessons, contact the
Pro Shop at 972-234-1416 or visit www.sherrillparkgolf.
com. Sherrill Park is located at 2201 E. Lookout Dr.

NOW HIRING!

Parks and Recreation is looking for enthusiastic
people to join its team! There is a need for pool managers, lifeguards, swim instructors and swim team
coaches, cashiers, day camp staff, gymnastics instructors and recreation support technicians:
Hourly pay is highly competitive. Applications can
be found online at www.cor.net/jobs. Call 972-7447855 for information on camp jobs, 972-744-7892 for
aquatic jobs and 972-744-7860 for gymnastics jobs.

for youth with special needs
Ages: 10-21 with their
family
Fees: $15 per person
Saturday only: $10 per
person
Registration #6414

April 13-14
6 p.m. Friday4 p.m. Saturday
Breckinridge ParkEntrance C
Pre-registration required

You read that right, we are going camping, right here
in Richardson!
This campout is specifically designed for youth with
special needs and their families to enjoy some time
outside. All participants will be able to participate in
games, ﬁshing, campﬁre, s’mores and more! There will
be a mandatory parent meeting for those who have
registered before the event on April 10 at Heights
Recreation Center. At this meeting you will be given a
list of what to bring including camping items, safety
equipment, etc. Tents will be available to borrow upon
request during registration. Food and drinks for three
meals will be provided. Space is limited, so be sure to
register early! The Boy Scouts of America will be assisting
us in all the camping activities, so come out for a truly
unique camping experience. For those not wanting to
camp (sleep in the park), but are still wanting to join
us on Saturday, you are welcome to
join for a reduced rate!
For more information, call 972-744-7850.

Richardson Parks & Recreation

This painting technique uses small dots of pure color placed close to each other to compose an entire painting.
Look at examples of pointillism or research work by famous artists like George Seurat and Paul Signac. Then,
pick any subject, your favorite food, candy, flower, animal, toy or person and get started. Have fun!

Use colored pencils, crayons, markers
or paints to cover your whole poster
board with lots of detail and color.

The contest is open to all stuSecurely attach your entry form on
dents in kindergarten-6th grade. the back of the poster board.
Wildflower! will provide 12”
Ribbons will be awarded to 1st, 2nd,
square white poster boards. All 3rd and Honorable Mention in EACH
entries must be designed on
grade level.
these poster boards ONLY so
they are uniform in size and will Ribbon winner names and their art-work
will be posted on the Wildflower!
fit our display walls
website by May 11.
at the Festival.

Winning artwork will be displayed in
the Kidz Korner throughout the Festival
weekend, May 18-20.
Entries must be picked up from the
Community Events Office the week of
May 28-June 1.
For more information, or where to
pick up an entry poster board, e-mail
Suzanne.Etman@cor.gov or call 972744-4584.
WildflowerFestival.com

facebook.com/WildflowerFestival
Please securely attach this form to the back of your entry.
All entries must be delivered to the City of Richardson’s Community Events Office by APRIL 23, 2018.
The office is located at 2100 E. Campbell Rd., Ste. 100, Richardson, TX 75081
Name_____________________________________________________________________________________Age_____________
Phone___________________________________________________E-mail_____________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________City______________________________Zip_______________
School__________________________________ Art Teacher ____________________________________Grade_____________
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Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd.

972-744-7800

All activities listed on pages 10-11 take place at the Richardson Senior Center unless otherwise noted.
Additional Senior Center related activities can be found on page 6. Call 972-744-7800 for more information.
Hours of Operation: Mon., Tue., Thurs., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.—Wed. and Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.—Sat., 1-5 p.m.
Special Events and Trip Information

Special events and trip information can be found
on page 6 of this publication.

Classes
For all classes, unless otherwise noted, you may pay online at www.cor.net/parksonline,
by phone with a credit card or in
person with a credit card, check or
cash.
Plus Square Dance
Dance the first, third and fifth
Mondays from 7-9 p.m. Cost is
$50 per dancer per quarter. A
Senior Center membership is required. $10 drop-in fee with membership or $13 drop-in fee without.
Beginner
Square Dance Lessons
Square dancing is a great way to
participate in a low-impact activity,
meet new friends and be a part of
a fun, friendly community of dancers. The current session will last
through June 5. Class is held 7-9
p.m. Fee is $75.
AARP
“Smart Driver” Program
Anyone 50 years and older may attend. The completion certificate
is used for automobile insurance
premium reductions. Please check
with your insurance company for
percentage of reduction. The certificate does not qualify for a traffic citation dismissal. Cost is $15
for AARP members and $20 for
nonmembers. Reservations may
be made by calling 972-744-7800.
Please pay the instructor at the
time of the class. Classes are held
at the Richardson Senior Center.
April 5

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

April 19

6-10 p.m.

Technology Help Desk
Instructor Ed Sanders is offering
assistance for any Windows or Android portable device (cell phone,
smartphone, laptop or reader) or any
solution accessible via the device
and the internet (e-mail, Facebook,
website maintenance, photography,
application usage and install/removal). This is a great opportunity
to resolve your technology challenge
and increase your knowledge. Assistance is available the fourth Saturday of every other month. Help is
available from 2-4 p.m. Next session is April 28. No fee.
iPhone and iPad 101
This is a beginner’s class to learn
the basics of the iPhone and iPad.
Bring your iPhone/iPad to class
Monday, April 30 from 1-2 p.m.
Cost is $49 with Senior Center
membership, $52 without.

iPhone and iPad 102
This class will cover how to use
functions and applications of your
iPhone/iPad. Bring your iPhone/
iPad to class Monday, April 30
from 2-3 p.m. Cost is $49 with
Senior Center membership, $52
without.

Learn the Right Way
to Sell Your Treasures
Are you thinking of downsizing?
This class will show you how to
present items for sale on various
online list sites that do not involve
shipping and handling or fees.
Next class is April 24 from 7-9
p.m. Cost is $20 with membership; $23 without. Please register
at the Senior Center or call 972744-7800 to register with a credit
card.
Learn to Ride with Uber
This class will cover Uber transportation, its cost, where it is available, safety, how to request the
service and how to request food
delivery. You will also learn about
other transportation services available through Uber. Next class is
April 7 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Cost
is $10 with membership; $13
without. Please bring your iPhone
or Android smartphone to class.
Ukulele Players
Attention all ukulele enthusiasts
and potential ukulele players. Let’s
get together to play, share songs
and techniques. All levels of players are welcome. Thursday nights,
7-9 p.m. No fee. Senior Center
membership required.
Great Family Storytelling 1.0
L.E. Taylor, author of “Elgan and
Grace—A Twentieth Century
Saga,” believes “everyone has a
story to tell.” This workshop will
stimulate and strengthen the brain
through personal recall of life experiences. You do have your own
story to tell and the joy of sharing
your story with others. Next session is TBA, 1:30-3 p.m. Cost is
$80 with membership.
Fun with Oils
A new session of oil painting
classes begins the first Thursday
of each month from noon-4 p.m.
Instructor Andrew Wages has 20
years of experience teaching and
has painted for 50 years. Cost
for the class is $85 a month with
membership.

Robin’s Nest Craft Store

For those special gifts, shop at the Robin’s Nest Craft
Store inside the Senior Center. Our senior consignment shop is open Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. and is located inside the Senior Center at 820
W. Arapaho Rd. Stop by, browse and admire the handmade crafts that are for sale. Open to the public.

The Richardson Senior Center welcomes adults ages 55 and older. This facility is especially
designed for senior enjoyment, and the staff looks forward to the opportunity to provide an atmosphere of enrichment and fellowship.
Unfortunately, the Center is not licensed to provide the services of an Adult Care facility. So,
for the benefit of all patrons, the Center requires that all participants take full responsibility of
their own physical care and hygiene. Those patrons needing assistance, or who lack the ability to
navigate a wheelchair or walker independently, are welcome to be accompanied by a caregiver or
an assistant. Your understanding and cooperation is appreciated.
Oil and Acrylic Painting
A new four-week session of painting instruction starts the first
Thursday of each month from 1-4
p.m. Beginner and intermediate
levels of painters are encouraged
to attend. Joanna Clifton is the
instructor. Cost is $80 for four
monthly classes with membership.
Watercolor
Renata Sharman will offer watercolor classes for all levels. Students
will learn the basics of materials,
tools and techniques of watercolor. Intermediate and advanced
self-paced students are welcome.
Classes are held Tuesdays for four
consecutive weeks from 10 a.m.-1
p.m. New session starts April 3.
Cost is $80 for four classes with
membership or $22 per class.
Please call 972-744-7800 for the
class supply list.

“Color My World”
Come join in the newest craze,
coloring for adults. Coloring is
reintroducing art as an important
component of health and wellness.
Color pens, crayons and pictures
will be provided or bring your own.
A table will be set up with coloring supplies every Thursday from
1-4 p.m. for visiting and coloring.
A multi-generational table is available for you to enjoy the fun of
coloring with your grandchildren.
No fee.
Beginner
Conversational Spanish
This is a beginner’s level class. The
next eight-week session will start
May 3 from 10-11 a.m. Cost is $52
with Senior Center membership.
Beginners 2
Conversational Spanish
Brush up on your Spanish skills by
joining this class. Some knowledge
of the Spanish language is required.
The next eight-week session begins
May 3 from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Cost is $48 with membership.
Advance
Conversational Spanish
Intermediate Spanish class will
build on the Beginners 2 language
skills. The next eight-week session
starts May 3, 1-2 p.m. Cost is $48
with a Senior Center membership.

Beginner
Conversational French
This beginner class provides a
solid introduction to French culture and language. Instructor,
Serge Schragin has taught ESL at
Richland College and high school
French for 11 years. He is a current member of Alliance Francaise
de Dallas and the American Association of Teachers of French.
Next eight-week session will start
May 1. Class time is 1:30-2:30
p.m. Cost is $48.
Intermediate
Conversational French
Intermediate French will build
on your beginner language skills.
Some knowledge of the French
language is required for this class.
Next eight-week session starts
May 1. Class time is 3-4 p.m. Cost
is $48.
ABC Quilting
Students will learn basic appliqué
techniques to build their skills and
tabletop basting will be taught. A
large standing basting frame will
be available for those who have
constructed quilt tops and need to
pin, thread baste or tie their quilts.
Hand piecers are welcome in this
class, as are other quilters needing
extra time to “catch up” on their
quilt tops. Class meets every Monday from 2-6 p.m. Cost for the
class is $16 a month with membership. Jan Eby is the instructor.
Quilt Essentials
Learn the art of hand piecing and
quilting as well as sewing machine
piecing and quilting. Class meets
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Cost for beginners and first-time
students is $35 per month and
for advanced students is $15 per
month with a membership. Free
buddy-sewing time is from 8-10
a.m. Tuesdays. Darlene Martin is
the instructor.
Crochet
Classes are taught Thursdays from
2:15-4:15 p.m. The price is $5 per
class. For new students, please
bring a #J or #H crochet hook and
a skein of four-ply yarn.
Pocket Billiards Class
Ted Swanson offers individually
scheduled two-hour classes Saturdays, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Each class
has a two student maximum. Beginner to advanced skill levels are
welcome. Register before day of
class or call 972-744-7800. Cost is
$10 per person/per class.

Bridge Lessons
Learn how to play Party Bridge
Wednesdays from 2-4 p.m. Call
972-744-7800 for next five-week
session. Cost is $50 with membership; $53 without.
Adult Piano Lessons
Dr. Margaret Mulvey Claiborne
offers piano lessons to adults 55
and older on a monthly basis. Cost
is $85 with membership. Call 972744-7800 for an appointment.

Programs
AARP Richardson Chapter
The Richardson AARP Chapter
#1651 meets the third Monday of
the month at 1 p.m. at the Senior
Center. All are welcome.
New!! Book Club
There will be a Book Club organizational meeting April 2, 2-4 p.m.
Please RSVP if you are interested
in attending. Call 972-744-7800.
Tatting
Tatting is an ancient art of making
lace with a shuttle and string using
one stitch. We meet every Tuesday from 3:30-8 p.m. and have
supplies for you to start. Free and
open to all ages.
Needleworks
Bring your needlework and join us
for a day of friendship and handcrafts. We meet Tuesdays from
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Let’s Play “42”
Regular “42” games are scheduled
Thursday afternoons from 12:304 p.m. at the Richardson Senior
Center.
Senior Table Tennis
Players who love the game are invited to play Tuesday and Thursday
from 7-9 p.m. and Saturday from
1-4:45 p.m.
Pool Tournaments
Pool tournaments are every Friday
at 1 p.m. with registration beginning at 12:30 p.m. Due to Friday
pool tournaments, open play is
from 3:30-5 p.m. only.
The Richardson
Senior Dance
The calendar lists the dates for
this month’s ballroom dances.
April 7

Doc Gibbs

April 14

Jim Baker

April 28

Tommy Chandler

Dances begin at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, 820 W. Arapaho Rd.,
and end at 9:30 p.m. Dances are
$5 per person. Light refreshments
are served.

Dance Classes at the Senior Center
Class
Day
Time
Adv. Line Dance
Mon.
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Beg. Line Dance
Tues.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Int. Line Dance
Tues.
10:45-11:45 a.m.
Int./Adv. Ballroom
Wed.
2-4 p.m.
			
			
Group Ballroom
Fri.
3-4 p.m.
			
Private Ballroom
Appointment		

Fee
$3
$11/Month
$2
$50 Couple/Month
$25 Single/Month or
$10 per class
$10 Couple
$5 Single
$40

Instructor
Aubrey
Halvorson
Halvorson
Faris
Faris
Faris
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972-744-7800
Photography Club
If photography is your hobby or
you just love to take pictures, how
about joining a photography club
to share ideas and know-how? You
do not need professional equipment, just the love of capturing
a moment. Meetings are held on
the first Thursday of every month,
7-9 p.m. No fee.
Sing-A-Long
Come and sing your favorite melodies at our sing-a-long at 1 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month.
Senior Bowling League
The Roadrunner Bowling League
is a great way to meet new people
and exercise at the same time. We
have openings for regular members
and subs for the 2017-18 season.
For more information, contact
Richard Steffen, president, at 972865-9613.
Tennis League
Richardson’s Huffhines Tennis
Center offers times exclusive to
seniors. The senior men’s group
plays Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 8 a.m.-noon. The
ladies group plays Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m.-noon. A
3.0 (intermediate skill level) is required for both men and women
players. Lessons are available to
help players achieve this level. For
information, call 972-744-7870.
Senior Golf League
The Richardson Senior Golf
League is open to men and women
55 years or older playing at all skill
levels. The members are divided
evenly into four flights. All play is
at Sherrill Park on Monday mornings with a shotgun start. The
league is for the enjoyment of golf,
and several league rules have been
adapted to speed up play and increase the pleasure of the game.
Please contact Allen McCollum,
president, at 817-733-5806 or
RSGL2018@gmail.com.
The Richardson Red Hatters
The Richardson Red Hatters welcome all women to put on their
red hats and have some fun. Next
meeting is May 7 at noon. Please
bring a sack lunch or you may
purchase a lunch from the Senior
Center’s concession.
Mental Aerobics
Riddles, word games, puzzles, trivia and a general mental playground
will help keep your brain activity sharp. We have a large room
and welcome drop-ins who enjoy
thinking activities that require no
study, memorization, practice or
stress. Mondays at 10 a.m.
Scrabble Club
Come join us Wednesdays from
noon-4 p.m. to meet new friends,
exercise your mind and have a fun
time playing Scrabble. Those 16
and over are welcome to participate. Ages 12-15 must be accompanied by an adult.
Chess Club
The chess players meet Thursday
nights from 6-9 p.m. Youth and
adults of all playing strengths are
welcome. Call the Senior Center
at 972-744-7800 for more information.
Emeritus Plus 50 Program
at Richland College
Explore lifelong learning with
classes at Richland College for
ages 50 and over. If you are 65
years or over and live in Dallas
County, you may be eligible for
FREE classes. Day, evening and
Saturday classes are available.
Call 972-238-6972 or visit
www.richlandcollege.edu/emeritus.
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Texas Reelers Square Dance
The Texas Reelers Square Dance
Club sponsors square and round
dancing the first and third Friday of every month from 7:30-10
p.m. Like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheTexasReelersSquareDance. Admission is $7.
Rebel Rousers
Square Dance
The Rebel Rousers Square Dance
Club hosts a square dance the third
Saturday of each month from 7:3010:30 p.m. Fee is $7 per person.
Richardson Public Library
The Richardson Public Library
provides the Richardson Senior
Center with books on CD and
large-print books.
Bingo
Next bingo is April 19 at 2 p.m.

Services
City of Richardson
Transportation Service
Transportation is offered to Richardson residents ages 55 and
over. The City’s van service operates Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Persons may ride
anywhere within the city limits of
Richardson for 25 cents each way.
For general transportation, we begin taking reservations on Friday
at 8:30 a.m., prior to the week you
need service. For doctor’s appointments, we begin taking reservations at 3 p.m. Thursday. Call 972744-7805 for reservations.
The Seniors’ Net
The Network of Community Ministries Seniors’ Net program provides a variety of services to help
seniors in the community remain
independent and in their own
homes for as long as possible. Programs include handyman services,
senior informational seminars,
Loaves of Love, home delivered
groceries, medical equipment
and holiday baskets. The “Loaves
of Love” program has expanded!
Seniors residing within Richardson ISD may shop for free loaves
of bread at the Network offices
located at 741 S. Sherman St. in
Richardson. The program is open
Thursdays and Fridays from 9-11
a.m. Call 972-234-8880.
RSVP Volunteer Program
Are you looking for a way to give
back to your community? Why not
become a volunteer for the “Richardson Rowdies?” If you are age 55
or older, you are invited to become
a Rowdies volunteer. The Rowdies
volunteer at various nonprofits
throughout Dallas County and Collin County helping with mail outs,
assembling “goodie bags” and other
light tasks. The Rowdies meet at
the Richardson Senior Center.
Transportation is provided by RSVP
to and from the volunteer locations.
For more information on how to become involved, call 214-525-6167.
Chair Massage
Lavona Kirtley, our chair massage
therapist, offers chair massage on
Tuesday mornings. Call 972-7447800 to make your appointment.
Volunteer Opportunities
Call Haley at 972-744-7811 for
various volunteer opportunities at
the Senior Center.
Hearing Screening
Total Hearing Care will offer free
hearing screenings and check hearing aids the first Friday of each
month from 1:30-3 p.m. Call 972744-7800 for appointment.

Benefits Counseling
The Dallas Area Agency on Aging is able to assist with questions
about eligibility requirements for
Medicare, Medicaid, SSI and other public health benefits. Counselors are available Fridays May 11
and Aug. 10. Please call 972-7447800 to schedule an appointment
for 2018.
Understanding Medicare:
Your Questions Answered
We are offering free monthly educational classes on the ABCDs of
Medicare. You will learn when and
how to apply; what is covered and
what is not; which is right for you;
Advantage versus Supplemental
plans; Part D drug plans and the
three common mistakes that could
cost you thousands; how to compare plans and prices, and more.
You will be updated on the changes
in both Social Security and Medicare. Bring your questions and stay
informed. Classes held first Tuesday of the month from 11:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. and first Thursday of the
month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Next
class dates TBA.
First Richardson Helpers
First Richardson Helpers (FRH)
is staffed by senior volunteers
who provide minor home maintenance and repair service to seniors. Basic services include installation of bathroom grab bars
and outdoor hand rails, repair of
dripping faucets, running toilets
and minor electrical problems as
well as maintenance items such
as caulking, light bulb and A/C
filter replacement. In addition,
FRH provides assistance with
code enforcement issues. To request service, call the 24-hour hotline at 972-996-0160 or online at
www.firstrichardsonhelpers.org.
Click on “Request for Services.”
B.A.S.I.C.S.
for Healthy Living
Body Awareness Support (to)
Improve Cognitive Skills
As we age, the connection between our minds and bodies can
become less direct than when we
were younger; the time between
thought and action increases, and
control of our bodies decreases.
This class is designed to improve
body awareness and motor control that can also improve cognitive skills. Class is held Tuesdays,
9:30-10:45 a.m. Next class TBA.
Cost is $10 a month.
The Memory Café
The Senior Center hosts a new
free program called “The Memory
Café” that is designed for both
those who suffer from Alzheimer’s/
dementia and their family/friends.
Participants will be able to socialize, share concerns/ideas and learn
more about the issues facing those
with memory loss and dementia.
Held the first Thursday of the
month from 10-11 a.m. The next
meeting is April 5.
Learn How to be
Your Own Best Friend
April 7—1:30-3 p.m.
$25 single or $40 couple
Lane Johnson, M.S.,LPC will offer
a group session on developing the
skillset to treat yourself the way you
would treat your closest friend.
Health Connection
April 26—10 a.m.
“A Guide to Relaxation”
Presented by Laura Sarna from
Healing Directions, you will learn
tools that will help you shift from
anxiety and stress to peace and
well-being. No fee.

NEW!! Calming Connection
Instructor Laura Sarna will teach
you how to quiet and calm your
thoughts which leads to calm
within the body. Classes start
Tuesday, April 3 from 10:30-11:30
a.m. Cost is $5 per class.
Blood Pressure Checks
Free blood pressure screenings are
available Wednesdays from 9-11
a.m. at the Senior Center.

Fitness

Pickleball
Pickleball play is offered every Friday at Huffhines Rec Center, 200
N. Plano Rd., 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and
every Monday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Heights Rec Center, 711 W. Arapaho Rd. Fees are $8 per month at
each location or $2 drop in. Senior
Center membership is required to
participate in both play and lessons.
(Richardson resident Senior Center
only membership cost is a one-time
fee of $5. Nonresident Senior Center only membership is $15 a year.)
Private lesson instructor is David
Wilmot. If you are interested and
would like more information call
972-744-7800.
Zumba Gold is Back!
The new fun fitness rage of Zumba
has been modified to target older
participants. Zumba Gold is a fitness program that is geared to active older adults, as well as those
just starting their fitness journey.
You will learn easy to follow moves
to zesty music in a party upbeat atmosphere. Classes are held Mondays at 1:30 p.m. Cost is $5 per
class.
Hatha Yoga for All Ages
Bharati Amin instructs classes every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9:30-11 a.m. and Tuesday
and Thursday evenings from 5:306:45 p.m. Cost is $5 with membership.
Aerobic Exercise
Renate Racher teaches exercise
class Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15-9:15 a.m. Cost is
$2 with a membership.
Private Trainer
How is Your Balance?
This personalized fitness program
is designed to help increase cardiovascular endurance, strength,
flexibility and balance. All sessions
are held in a private room. Fee is
$60 a session with a six-session
commitment ($90 each session for
couples). Call 972-744-7800 to
make your appointment with personal trainer Elaine Hosage. She
has her certifications in special
population (older adult) and general population from the Cooper
Institute.
Stretch and Strengthen
This class is designed for men
and women of all fitness levels.
You will regain or improve muscle
tone, balance and flexibility. Wear
comfortable loose-fitting clothing. Classes are Wednesdays from
10-11 a.m. Cost is $5 per class.

Fit for Life—Beginning
Strength Training Class
Strength training that works all muscle groups. Two classes offered: first
Monday of month, 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., four weeks; first Wednesday of
month, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., four
weeks. Cost is $25 for four weeks or
$7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer Elaine Hosage
is the instructor.
Fit for Life—Intermediate
Strength Training Class
Classes for this next level of fitness begin the first Monday of the
month from 1-2 p.m. and the first
Wednesday from 10-11 a.m. for
four weeks. Cost is $25 for four
weeks or $7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer
Elaine Hosage is the instructor.
Water Aerobic Classes
Water Aerobics classes meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday at J.J.
Pearce High School Natatorium
located at 1600 N. Coit Rd. Class
is held from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Cost
for the class is $30 a month or $40
for a 10-class punch card (three
month expiration). For more information, call the information line at
972-74-7813 or the Senior Center
at 972-744-7800.
Chair Yoga
Chair yoga is a gentle form of yoga
that is practiced while sitting in
a chair. It helps with flexibility,
breathing, relaxation and overall
physical fitness without the difficulty of getting down or up from
the floor. Class is held Mondays
at 9 a.m. Cost is $6 per class with
membership.
Tai Chi for All Ages
Philip Russell teaches this fun and
energizing way to better health.
The cost is $7 per class with membership. Classes are Mondays
from 10:30-11:15 a.m.
NEW!! Drumba Class
Join Drumba founder Dina Scott
for the newest fitness craze. Drumba is an upbeat exercise class using
drum sticks, an exercise ball and
simple body movements. Drumba
can be done seated or standing and
is a fun cardiovascular workout for
all ages and abilities. Classes are
held Wednesdays at 9 a.m. Cost is
$20 for four classes.

Games
Canasta
Thur. and Fri. 9:30 a.m.
Pinochle
Mon., Tue., Wed., 9:30 a.m.
Duplicate Bridge
Wednesday and Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Party Bridge
Friday, 10 a.m. If you are interested in taking bridge lessons, please
call 972-744-7800.
Bunco
Friday, 12:30 p.m.

Scrabble
Saturday, 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, noon-4:30 p.m.
Cribbage
Tuesday, 10 a.m.
Mah Jongg
Wed. and Thur. 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Many other games such as Chess,
Skip-bo, Rummi-Cubes, Dominos
and “42” are played by our patrons.
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Library

900 Civic Center Dr.
3D Printing & Tinkercad Class
Advanced Level:
Build On Your 3D Design Skills
For ages 13 and up

Saturday, April 14
10:30 a.m.-noon
Studio RPL (in the Basement)
Laptops provided Registration required
Bring your Tinkercad login info
Call 972-744-4359 to register.

For the love of Celtic music

Jerry Barlow

Performance by acclaimed Celtic
guitarist and storyteller as heard
on NPR and PBS
All ages welcome!

Wednesday, April 18
6:30-7:30 p.m.
First Floor Youth Services Department
Registration not required
Call 972-744-4376 for
more information.

www.richardsonpubliclibrary.com

972-744-4350

Get Tech Savvy!

Explore-a-Story with

Saturday, April 21
2-2:45 p.m.
Basement Program Room
Children of all ages will use movement,
music, and imagination to explore characters and themes of P.D. Eastman’s
stories. Books will come to life in this
45-minute drama experience taught
by the cast of Childsplay’s Go, Dog. Go!
Special thanks to the Eisemann Center
for sponsoring this show!

Intro to Photoshop
For more information,
call 972-744-4358.

Get Tech Savvy!
Google Drive Basics:
Save, Store and Sync

Learn the basics to get started
creating in Photoshop

Saturday, April 21
10:30 a.m.-noon
Adults and Teens
Basement Training Room
Laptops will be available or
you can bring your own.

Friday, April 20
10:30 a.m.-noon

Registration required,
call 972-744-4359.

Adults and Teens
Basement Training Room

Get started with Google Drive! Laptops will be available or
you can bring your own.

Cookies, Crafts &
Crayons

Registration required, call 972-744-4386.

El Día de los Niños, El Día de los Libros Celebration
Toni Simmons
Master Storyteller

Wiggle Worms

Come listen to a world of stories
that celebrate children, families
and reading. For ages 5+.

Please choose ONE of the following times:

Mon.
Tue.
Thu.
Thu.

10:15-10:35 a.m.
6:30-6:50 p.m.
10:15-10:35 a.m.
11-11:20 a.m.

Registration required, call 972-744-4358.

Toddlers ages 2-3 years old are introduced to books and reading using
stories, finger plays, rhymes and music. Child must be accompanied
by at least one parent. Session runs through April 27. Registered children must have been 2 years old by March 1.

Baby Booksit

Saturday, April 28, 2-3 p.m.
First Floor Program Room

Folk Music from
Bangladesh

Come snack, craft and
color with us!

Thursday, April 26
3:30-4:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 29, 3-3:30 p.m.

First Floor Program Room
For all ages.

First Floor Program Room
Shahmeen Khan, Shazrah Ahmed
and Rimi Ahmed share their love
of their Bengali roots through live
folk music and dancing. For all ages.

a teen book club for ages 13-18

storytime for pre-walkers

Introduce baby to books, stories, rhymes, finger
plays, music and other early literacy tools.
Baby Booksit is for pre-walking
children ages 6 weeks to 12
months old. Child must be
accompanied by at least one
parent. Registered children must
have been 6 weeks old by March
1. Session runs through April 27.

Please choose ONE of the following times:

Mon.

6-6:20 p.m.

Tue.

10:15-10:35 a.m.

Registration required,
call 972-744-4358.

BabySteps brings books, rhymes,
music, finger plays and movement
activities to children ages 12-24
months old, accompanied by at least
one parent. Session runs through
April 27. Registered children must
have been 12 months old by March 1.

BabySteps

Experience two weeks of worry-free writing in conjunction with
the National Novel Writing Month Young Writers Program.

Part 1:
Kwame Alexander’s Page
to Stage Poetry
Saturday, April 7, 2-3 p.m.
Basement Program Room

6:45-7:05 p.m.
11-11:20 a.m.
10:15-10:35 a.m.

Part 2:
Writing Prompts and
Games
Saturday, April 21, 2-3 p.m.
First Floor Program Room

For ages 10-17. Registration required, call 972-744-4358 or
stop by the Youth Services Help Desk.

Join the discussion!
Saturday, April 28
2-3 p.m.
Second Floor Conference Room
For more information,
call 972-744-4358.

Storytime
Stars
Storytime Stars for
children ages 4-6
years old is filled
with stories, songs,
finger plays and
puppets. Children
attend independently and must
have been 4 years
old by March 1.
Session runs
through April 27.

Please choose ONE of the following times:

Mon.
Tue.
Fri.

This month’s
read:
“Dreamland
Burning”
by Jennifer
Latham

Registration required,
call 972-744-4358.

Saturday Morning

Kids Storytime
Everyone is welcome! A DROP-IN
FAMILY STORYTIME geared toward
3-7 year olds, featuring stories,
rhymes, songs, finger plays and
movement activities.
Saturdays through April 28
10:30-11 a.m.
Registration not required.

Registration
required, call
972-744-4358.

For ages
10-18

Architecture
Competition

Work in teams to create magnificent buildings out of cardboard
boxes and duct tape. Prizes will be awarded in different categories.

Saturday, April 14, 3-4:30 p.m.

Outside by fountain, in case of rain, Basement Program Room.
Required registration begins April 2.
Call 972-744-4358 or stop by the Youth Services Desk.

The Library will be closed Sunday, April 1,
for the Easter Holiday.

Please choose ONE of the following times:

Wed.
Wed.
Thu.

11-11:30 a.m.
3:45-4:15 p.m.
6:30-7 p.m.

Regular Library hours are: Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. • Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sunday, 2-6 p.m.

