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New Budget continues down policy paths

Pawtoberfest
is Oct. 27
Page 9
Richardson’s
Pawtoberfest
comes to Huffhines Park Oct.
27 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

DART Board
Approves Cotton Belt
Rail Line Plans
Page 8
Last month the DART Board
approved the Service Plan
Amendment.
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The 2018-19 Budget, approved
by the City Council last month
includes an overall increase of 4.1
percent in expenditures from last
year, reflecting strong property values experienced in the city associated with growth in the Richardson
Telecom Corridor © and North
Texas area. The new Budget directly applies the impact of this recent growth toward improvements
in infrastructure and resources for
public safety.
The Budget maintains the tax
rate of $0.62516 and includes an
increase in the City’s senior property tax exemption to $85,000.
“One of the most important
themes in this year’s Budget is
showing our stakeholders the
policy ‘paths’ that guide where
their money is being spent,” said
Richardson City Manager Dan
Johnson. “We acknowledge that
property values have increased,
and the people in Richardson
want to know what added value
they receive for their tax dollars.
Our value proposition is using the

money specifically to support infrastructure maintenance, boost
public safety resources, leverage
economic development opportunities and enhance the customer
experience. This Budget makes a
direct connection to those goals to
meet our City Council’s objective
to make Richardson a clean, safe,
vibrant and inclusive community
in which residents, businesses and
other stakeholders enjoy a high
quality of life and are proud to call
‘home’.”
The following are some key
highlights included in this year’s
Budget.
Infrastructure Maintenance
Infrastructure maintenance is
funded at $6 million in this year’s
Budget for arterial streets, collector
streets and neighborhood zones, an
alley repair program, and a preventative maintenance program. Also
included in that total are repairing
and enhancing nine bridge railings,
replacing traffic control and guide
signs and overhead street name
signs as needed, refreshing and re-

Annual National Night Out
will be celebrated Oct. 2
Electronics Recycling
and Shredding Event
Page 8
The RCPAAA will sponsor
and electronics recycling and
shredding event Oct. 27.

National Night Out (NNO) is the premiere celebration of the Neighborhood Watch Program. This year marks the 35th anniversary of police-community partnership recognition across the nation and in U.S.
territories and military installations worldwide. This is also the 35th year
of the Richardson Police Department’s local Neighborhood Watch program, a community-based, self-help program that empowers residents to
take control of their neighborhoods in an effort to discourage criminal
activity. The goal of both programs is to enhance the quality of life for
people within their own communities.
This is the 29th year of NNO participation by the City of Richardson, facilitated by the Richardson Police Department’s Crime Prevention
Unit.
The main event takes place Tuesday, Oct. 2 from 6-8 p.m. Officers,
dignitaries and VIPs will ride out to visit residents at their neighborhood block parties all over the City of Richardson to promote awareness,
safety and neighborhood unity. NNO showcases the vital importance of
police-community partnerships and resident involvement in our fight to
build a safer nation.
For more information, go to www.richardsonpolice.net or contact the
Crime Prevention Unit at 972-744-4955.

placing numerous pavement markings and adding one mile of bike
lane. See story on page 5.
Public Safety
This year’s Budget includes
capital funding for the Public
Safety Campus and Fire Station
3 projects that were approved in
the 2015 Bond Program. Funding
is included for the replacement of
vehicles for the Police Department
and the replacement of a Quint
fire apparatus and an ambulance
for the Fire Department. The Budget also includes monies for the
replacement of the Fire Department’s self-contained breathing
apparatus equipment.
Park Maintenance
The 2018-19 Budget establishes ½ cent of the property tax
dedication for parks maintenance
projects and implements a multiyear maintenance strategy. See
story on page 4. Other Park facility improvement projects in this
year’s Budget include re-plastering,
slide replacement and pool cover
replacement at Terrace Pool. Also
included are the refinishing of the
slide at Heights Family Aquatic
Center and autofill repairs at Canyon Creek, Cottonwood and Glenville pools.

Economic Development
and Renewal
This fund was first established
in Fiscal 2014-15 with a ½ cent
from the property tax rate dedicated to help build resources to attract catalyst projects designed to
encourage redevelopment and create quality employment centers.
Funding has increased over the
last several years and the original
½ cent is now 8/10 cent for Fiscal
2018-19.
Other highlights include:
• Certified Tax Roll increase of
8.64 percent
• Sales Tax forecast of 2.75 percent above estimated year-end
2017-18 collections
• 3 percent merit-based market adjustments for all public
safety employees. Eligible public safety employees may also
receive up to 5 percent merit-based step increases
• 3 percent merit-based increases
for general employees
• 9 percent rate adjustment in
water and sewer services
• No increase for trash service
• Funding of $2.9 million of
4-year debt financing for general equipment, vehicles and
projects

Additional Budget information at
www.cor.net/budget

Video replays
• July 16-17 Budget Workshops
• Aug. 13 Budget Presentation
• Aug. 20 Tax Rate Hearing
• Aug. 27 Tax Rate
and Budget Hearings

• Sept. 10 City Council Meeting
Budget and Tax Rate adopted
Documents
• 2018-19 Adopted Budget
• Agendas from all meetings
• Handouts from all meetings
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Early voting set for the General Election
Early voting for the Nov. 6 General Election is Oct. 22-Nov. 2
Registered voters living in Dallas County may vote early at Richardson City Hall/Civic Center or at any
of the other Dallas County early voting locations. Registered voters living in Collin County may vote early at
Methodist Richardson Medical Center or at any of the other Collin County early voting locations.
DATE

DALLAS COUNTY

COLLIN COUNTY

Oct. 22-26

7 a.m.-7 p.m.

8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Oct. 27

7 a.m.-7 p.m.

7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Oct. 28

1-6 p.m.

1-6 p.m.

Oct. 29-Nov. 2

7 a.m.-7 p.m.

7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Election Day voting will take place Tuesday, Nov. 6 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Richardson City Hall is NOT a
voting location on election day.
For more information, call the numbers or visit the websites listed below.
City of Richardson
972-744-4290
www.cor.net/election

Dallas County Elections
214-819-6389
www.DallasCountyVotes.org

Collin County Elections
1-800-687-8546 (toll free)
www.co.collin.tx.us/elections

RISD Tax Ratification Election early voting set
Early voting for the Nov. 6 RISD Tax Ratification Election is Oct. 22-Nov. 2
Registered voters living in the Richardson Independent School District (RISD) may vote early at Richardson
City Hall/Civic Center. Go to www.DallasCountyVotes.org for other early voting locations.
DATE

HOURS

Oct. 22-26
Oct. 27
Oct. 28
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

7 a.m.-7 p.m.
7 a.m.-7 p.m.
1-6 p.m.
7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Election Day voting will take place Tuesday, Nov. 6 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Richardson City Hall is NOT a
voting location on election day. For more information, go to www.DallasCountyVotes.org or contact Dallas
County Elections at 214-819-6389.

Thank you for “Thinking Big”

The Public Services Department reports that requests for the City’s Brush and Bulky Item Collection (BABIC) service have decreased dramatically
over the past year, evidence that the “Think Big”
campaign is working. BABIC requests decreased by
more than 9,000 from Nov. 2017-Aug. 2018 compared to the same period in 2016-17.
The information campaign reminded residents to
“think big” when thinking about calling BABIC for a
free curbside pick-up. Too many requests were being

made in which BABIC crews would arrive to find
they were picking up one small item or a few small
limbs—the recommended guideline is large, bulky
items generally over 50 pounds and large, heavy
limbs/large piles of limbs. (Anything smaller belongs
in composting bags or with regular trash.)
Public Services would like to thank everyone for
following the BABIC guidelines and asks everyone to
“keep up the good work.”
“The fewer trucks dispatched to incorrect locations means less fuel used, less wear and tear on the
vehicles and a cost savings to the City,” said Paula
Johnson, Environmental Services Superintendent.
“It also increases efficiency allowing crews to perform large debris collections in a timelier manner
and considering that we’ve had debris from storms
and the NTMWD transmission line break, that’s
important.”
For more details on the BABIC program, visit
www.cor.net/BABIC.

In this year’s Budget, the City
Council voted to dedicate a ½ cent
of the City’s property tax rate to go
toward parks maintenance. Our
parks are one of our City’s best assets, and this money will allow us
to keep them at a level Richardson
residents can be proud of.
While you can enjoy our parks
year-round, they really shine during our festivals. If you’re a fan of
these festivals, then you are in luck
because October is a busy month
for our Parks and Recreation Department.
We kick things off with the
semiannual Cottonwood Arts Festival. Now in its 49th year, Cottonwood brings in more than 240
top artists from across the United
States, showing off work that is
equally at home at your house or
in a museum. Cottonwood is frequently named one of the top fine
arts festivals in the Metroplex, and
if you make a trip out to Cottonwood Park Oct. 6-7, I think you
will see why.
Keeping with the fine arts
theme, Huffhines Art Trails returns Oct. 27-28. Held annually
at Huffhines Park and now in its
42nd year, Huffhines Art Trails
features arts and crafts from more
than 160 artists, live music, food
and beverages.
While well-behaved dogs are
welcome at both Cottonwood and
Huffhines, they are the center of
attention at the City’s newest fall
festival. Pawtoberfest debuted in
2016 and after two years of being
held in September, will now be

Mayor
Paul Voelker

paul.voelker@cor.gov

held Oct. 27 in conjunction with
Huffhines Art Trails. Pawtoberfest
features vendors selling items for
both dogs and their owners, as well
as craft beer, food trucks and the
chance for both dogs and humans
to have fun and make new friends.
As the calendar turns to October and the weather begins to cool,
there is no better time to get out
and enjoy our parks. So, if you are
looking for something to do this
month, give one (or all three) of
our festivals a try.
Sincerely,

Paul Voelker
Mayor

Mayor Pro Tem
Mark Solomon
Place 2

Council Member
Bob Dubey
Place 1

Council Member
Scott Dunn
Place 3

Council Member
Mabel Simpson
Place 4

Council Member
Marta Gómez Frey
Place 5

Council Member
Steve Mitchell
Place 6

mark.solomon@cor.gov

bob.dubey@cor.gov

scott.dunn@cor.gov

CITY JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Each month this section will highlight selected job openings with the City of Richardson. For a complete listing of job openings, visit www.cor.net/jobs. Call Human Resources at 972-744-4001 for more information.
Apprentice Police Officer ($4,817 monthly)
The Police Department is seeking individuals interested in undergoing instruction with participation in the
enforcement, detection and crime prevention under laws of the City, State and United States.
Crew Chief ($3,348-$5,180 monthly)
The Public Services Department is seeking individuals interested in leading and working with crews engaged
in construction, repair and maintenance of water distribution and wastewater collection systems.
School Crossing Guard ($9.46-$15.01 Hourly)
The Police Department is seeking individuals interested in assisting children and adults with crossing traffic
crosswalks.

City Social Media
Several City departments are active on Facebook and Twitter,
including Richardson Today, the
Animal Shelter, the Eisemann
Center, the Library, Parks and Police departments and Richardson’s

Community Events. You can also
view CITV videos on YouTube.
Visit www.cor.net/SocialMedia for
a full listing.

Richardson Today Staff
Richardson Today is a monthly publication of the City of Richardson. It is free for
Richardson residents. The publication is designed to keep citizens of Richardson
informed of activities and news that may be of interest to them. If you have any
comments or suggestions concerning this or future issues, please send them to:
Citizens Information Services
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick McGarry
City Hall/Civic Center
Writers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Conrad
411
W. Arapaho Rd., Suite 204
Patricia Allbee
Richardson, Texas 75080
Graphic Design . . . . . . Gina Wooldridge
972-744-4104
richardsontoday@cor.gov
Printed on recycled paper

Receive City news
updates by e-mail
Sign up to receive the City’s “Week
In Review” e-mail, which is sent each
Friday, as well as to receive important
notifications concerning City events,
projects, services and information
about weather-related activities and
the West Nile virus. Visit www.cor.
net/ENews, and select the options
you would like to subscribe to.

mabel.simpson@cor.gov

marta.frey@cor.gov

steve.mitchell@cor.gov

Contact the City Council
Richardson City Council
411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, TX 75080

972-744-4203
www.cor.net/council

About City Council Meetings
Richardson City Council meetings (second and fourth Mondays of each
month at 7 p.m.) and work sessions (Mondays at 6 p.m.) are open to the
public, and citizens are welcome to attend.

Each meeting’s agenda is posted at City Hall on a bulletin board at
the west end of the building and can be found on the City website,
www.cor.net.
The agenda is posted on Friday evening prior to the Monday night meeting. You may request a copy of the agenda or more information by calling
the City Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4292.
City Council meetings and work sessions are broadcast live on the City’s
website at www.cor.net and on the City’s cable TV channel on Spectrum
(channel 16) and AT&T U-Verse (channel 99). Taped replays of the meetings are also available on the website within 24 hours.
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2018-19 Richardson City Budget
FRANCHISE FEES: Charges to utility companies operating
within the city limits for use of the City’s rights of way.

12.6%

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE TRANSFERS:

6.4%
42.1%

Transfers between several different types of funds in
support of the general fund to ensure equity in cost sharing.

3.7%

GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES:
Taxes levied on real and
business property.

OTHER REVENUE: Fees from the cable TV
franchise, ambulance service and 9-1-1 service.

RECREATION & LEISURE: Fees collected at rec centers,
pools, tennis center, concessions, festivals, etc.

3.0%

FINES & FORFEITS: Revenue from a wide variety of

2.2%

fines and forfeits, including citations, overdue library books,
misdemeanor violations of state law and other sources.

LICENSE & PERMITS: Numerous fees including but not limited
SALES & OTHER
BUSINESS TAXES:
A $0.01 per dollar tax collected by
retailers on the sale of goods and
services within the city, as well as
business taxes on mixed
beverages and bingo.

to building permits, childcare permits, alarm system permits,
animal license and shelter fees, and apartment inspection fees.

1.9%

27.5%

REVENUE FROM MONEY/PROPERTY: Revenue from
interest earnings on the City’s bank and investment accounts.

0.6%
General Fund Revenues
$137,886,387
General Fund Expenditures
$136,159,899

3.9% INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
3.7% FACILITY SERVICES
3.6% FLEET

39.6%

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Includes Budget, City Manager’s

PUBLIC SAFETY: Includes Police,
Fire and Emergency Management.

3.6%

Office, City Secretary, Communications, Custodial, Finance,
Human Resources and non-departmental expenses.

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES: Includes Capital Projects,

3.5% Planning, Development and Engineering.
2.7% LIBRARY
12.6%

2.1%
PARKS

7.7% NON-DEPARTMENTAL
5.9%

1.2%

STREET AND ALLEY REHAB

COMMUNITY SERVICES: Includes Code
Enforcement and Environmental Services.

2.1% FINANCE
1.5% HEALTH & ANIMAL SERVICES
1.2% COURT
BUILDING INSPECTION

0.9% ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
0.4% EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT FUND

3.8% TRAFFIC & TRANSPORTATION

Top 10 Property Taxpayers in Richardson
Corporate
Properties Trust
(State Farm)
$720,068,550

Collins Technology
Park Partners
$430,620,030

The City of Richardson’s 2018-19
fiscal year certified tax roll saw a 8.6
percent increase in the overall
certified tax base. The total assessed
valuation in 2018 was $16.9 billion.
The top 10 taxpayers’ assessed
valuation in 2018 was $2.81 billion,
or 16.68 percent of the total.
Property taxes provide 42.1 percent
of the City’s entire General Revenue
Fund Resources.

Bank of America
$387,140,036

Texas Instruments
$252,983,519

IBM
Qorvo
Cisco Systems $227,103,875 $186,975,314
$233,415,968

Health Care
Services Corp.
(BCBSTX)
$153,800,542

Verizon
$115,974,059

A greater percentage of the City of Richardson’s
property tax base is from commercial property
as compared to residential property.

Commercial vs. Residential Tax Base
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The map below provides a glimpse of some of the work that has been done as part of the Street Rehabilitation Program.
The map also includes the planned work that is funded in the 2018-19 Budget.

Synergy

17
2011-18 Street Rehabilitation
Residential Areas Completed
Residential Areas Underway
Streets Completed

15
3

1 3 Revisit Area*

Alley Rehabilitation
2016-18 Alley Repair
2018-19 Alley Repair

1
16

Fiscal 2018-19 Street Rehabilitation
Area 15, 16, 17
Revisit Arterial Street Repair**
Collector Street Repair

*	These two neighborhoods were the first in the Residential Street Program to receive repairs almost five years ago. The repair criteria has since changed and these
areas are being revisited to make sure the repairs are consistent with the current criteria.
**	Plano and Jupiter roads were two of the first arterial streets repaired in the rotation in 2012. They are being revisited to address pavement failures that have occurred since.

City maintains highest credit rating
For the ninth year in a row, both the Moody’s and
Standard and Poor’s credit rating agencies have reaffirmed Richardson’s “Triple A” status, the highest
possible rating available for credit worthiness. Richardson has held AAA status from Standard and Poor’s
for 11 years now, and this is the ninth year in a row
the City has received an Aaa rating from Moody’s.
Richardson’s continued stable local economy and
responsible fiscal municipal management was cited
as areas of excellence leading to Aaa and AAA ratings.
Standard & Poor’s Rationale
In its rationale, Standard and Poor’s said Richardson’s “Triple A” rating was based on the City’s, “very strong economy, very strong management with strong
financial policies and practices, very strong budgetary flexibility, strong budgetary performance, very strong
liquidity and a strong institutional framework.”
Moody’s Rationale
In its rationale, Moody’s said, “The Aaa rating reflects the City’s relatively large and affluent tax base that
is bolstered by a sizable business district that draws a large daytime population, strong financial management
with historical stability in reserve levels, and moderate yet manageable debt burden.”

Budget includes water/sewer rate increase
The 2018-19 Budget calls for nine percent increases to the City’s water and sewer rates as the
North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD)
continues to improve its aging infrastructure while
also securing new water supplies to meet the needs
of its growing customer base.
The NTMWD serves about 1.6 million residents,
with that number projected to increase to 2.5 million
by 2040. To keep up with increased water demand,
the water district is working on a new pump station
set to be complete by 2019, as well as the construction of the Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir, which
should be completed by 2022.
The price of water continues to rise as water districts maintain infrastructure, meet new demand
and meet increasing regulation, so the rates charged
by all districts is expected to continue to increase
over the coming years.
Richardson is also undergoing a full assessment
of its sanitary sewer system to identify weaknesses
in the system, determine the condition and ensure it

has the necessary capacity. Aging pipes can develop
cracks, which allow additional water to flow into the
system, causing capacity issues and potentially overflows.
To find cracks and other entry points into the
system, the city is conducting field investigations
such as smoke testing and manhole assessments on
the entire system. Thus far, the City has completed
the assessment in Floyd Branch drainage area where
some of the repairs needed are underway, with work
continuing on other drainages throughout Richardson.
The increases to the water and sewer rates will
be reflected in November water bills. For the 201819 fiscal year, an average water and sewer bill will
increase $8.69 a month. This is based on usage of
8,000 gallons a month from October through May
and 18,000 gallons a month for June through September.
For more information, call Richardson’s Water
and Sewer Customer Service at 972-744-4120.

Dedicated funding for park
maintenance included in budget

This 2018-19 Budget includes
additional funding for Parks and
Recreation maintenance following
the dedication of a ½ cent of the
property tax rate. The dedicated ½
cent will result in $768,000 for park
maintenance this fiscal year.
Earlier this year the Parks and
Recreation Department completed
a survey of its park capital assets,
ranking each on a scale from “poor”
to “excellent.” With the new dedicated line of funding, the department plans to make repairs to lift the
rating of most of the assets that were
ranked “fair” or “poor” to a higher
category.
“We have broken down the projects that need addressing into manageable-sized portions,” said Shohn
Rodgers, Superintendent of Parks.
“We should be starting work later
this year, with the goal to get a majority of the work done before we
have our spring festivals.”
Once park maintenance projects
are underway, you can keep track of
their progress at www.cor.net/projects.

2018-19 Project List
• Cottonwood, Lookout, Foxboro and Terrace parks are
scheduled to receive new
roofs, doors and paint, plus
masonry repairs
• Tanks to be replaced in three
restroom buildings
at Breckinridge Park
• Pavilion B at Breckinridge
Park will receive a new coat
of paint and undergo
structural repairs
• Huffhines Park restroom
building will be removed and
replaced with a new building
• Huffhines Park irrigation
system will be replaced in
the Huffhines Woods
portion of the park
• Two backstops will be
replaced at Crowley Park
• Fencing will be replaced
around the tennis courts at
Richland, Cottonwood and
Heights parks
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Budget continues focus on street, alley repair
The majority of the City’s streets
are constructed of concrete, which
typically has an expected life of
about 25 years. Eighty percent of
the City’s streets are older than 30
years, but the City has been able
to extend their lifespan through
proper maintenance.
Alleys

For the past 21 years, the City
of Richardson has dedicated a portion of the total tax rate to street
rehabilitation. This funding has
gone to projects such as pavement
repair, street leveling and crack
sealing.
The amount of money has been
incrementally increasing over the
past several years, from 1 cent in
the 2010-11 Budget to up to 2 ½
cents last year. The 2018-19 Budget retains the 2 ½ cents for street
maintenance, with an additional 1
cent going to alley rehabilitation,
an increase of ½ cent over last

year’s Budget. All total, $5,977,000
is dedicated in this year’s budget to
infrastructure maintenance, an increase of $884,000 from last year.
Streets

The City’s alley repair program
is now funded by a full 1 cent of
the property tax rate. A total of
$1,536,000 is dedicated to alley repairs in the 2018-19 Budget, an increase of $827,000 from last year.
The alley repair program began in
2016 when a ½ cent was set aside
for it, and the increase in funding
this year will allow even more alleys to be repaired each year.
For more information on infrastructure improvement programs,
visit www.cor.net/projects.

Senior property tax
exemption is increased
The 2018-19 Budget includes an increase of the senior property tax exemption from $80,000 to $85,000. Disabled and senior citizen homeowners will see a tax savings of $531, up from
$500. The exemption is available to residents over 65 years of
age, disabled persons and surviving spouses.
If the tax exemption is already in place, no action is needed
on the part of the taxpayer. To apply for tax exemptions, residents should contact the appraisal district in which their property is located. For property in Dallas County, contact the
Dallas Central Appraisal District at 214-631-0910 or at www.
dallascad.org. For property in Collin County, contact the Collin Central Appraisal District at 469-742-9200 or at www.collincad.org.

East Collins/Arapaho area
public meeting is Oct. 24
The 1,200-acre area around the East Collins/Arapaho DART Station has long served as a job center for Richardson. For the past four
months, the City of Richardson has been gathering feedback from
the community to create a vision for the future of this area. Join us
Wednesday, Oct. 24 anytime from 5-7:30 p.m. in the Eastside outdoor
plaza at 700 E. Campbell Rd., located at the southeast corner of US 75
and Campbell Road, to review and comment on initial ideas.
Please register online at www.cor.net/collinsarapaho to let us
know you will be attending and for event updates including inclement weather plans. For more information, please visit www.cor.net/
collinsarapaho or follow us on Facebook @richardsonredevelopment.

Community pulls together in response to water line break

When a North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD)
72-inch-diameter treated water
pipeline experienced a break
Aug. 30 in a northeast Richardson neighborhood, lawn irrigation
was temporarily prohibited and
residents in Richardson and surrounding communities were asked
to limit water use to drinking,
cooking, showering and other essential activities until service could
be fully restored.
Results of those efforts were
immediately noticeable by City
water managers, who expressed
their deepest gratitude to the com-

munity for pulling together and
keeping City water towers filled to
acceptable levels. Some residents
also had to be without power to ensure the safety of crews working to
repair the break, and their patience
was also appreciated.
The water line was repaired and
water service was restored Sept. 3
after crews from the NTMWD
worked 24/7 to locate and repair
the break. Several City departments worked around the clock as
well to keep the surrounding community safe, to keep residents informed and to keep essential water
service flowing. The following is a

brief glimpse of the collaborative
efforts made by City personnel
during and after the incident.
Richardson Fire Department
(RFD) personnel were the first
responders at the scene, initiating
rescue operations and coordinating
the evacuation of 21 homes, utilizing the Swift Water Rescue team.
Additional RFD units initiated
power cut-offs to the impacted
residential area, evaluated gas
meters for damage and leaks and
coordinated with Atmos. They also
helped with traffic control and securing the perimeter until the area
was safe; worked with NTMWD
and coordinated confined space
entry for a welder to repair the
line; and coordinated with Building Inspection and Oncor for safe
re-powering of the neighborhood,
which included performing houseby-house safety checks for electrical shorts and any signs of fire as
electricity was turned back on.
Public Services (specifically,
Utility Systems Operations) was
by far the most heavily involved department and staff worked around
the clock throughout the response.
They coordinated directly with the
District and continuously moni-

tored City water lines in the affected area as well as system wide
to ensure sufficient water levels. In
the aftermath of the emergency,
Public Services has been working
with Capital Projects to evaluate
impacts to the City’s sewer and
stormwater systems, and the Parks
Department and Public Services
are working together on cleanup of
the impacted area.
Richardson Police Department
(RPD) units worked with RFD to
block off areas for safety and then
secured the area, maintaining a
presence overnight both Aug. 30
and Aug. 31 until power could
be restored to the impacted area.
Dispatch coordinated response efforts from the time of the initial
call until all RPD and RFD units
cleared the scene.
Communications staff updated
the City’s website continuously
throughout the five days of repair and kept the public informed
through press releases and social
media posts. They coordinated
with the Office of Emergency
Management (OEM) in sending
out messages via the Emergency
Notification System.

OEM activated the Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) Aug.
30, and several departments including Fire, Police (including
Dispatch), CMO, Communications and Public Services had a
presence there for the first 24-48
hours after the break, as did OEM
staff. The OEM activated a phone
bank at the EOC with Health
Department employees staffing
the majority of phone bank positions. OEM staff also coordinated
(along with Traffic) dynamic message board deployment (11 boards
total) for water conservation messaging as well as emergency scene
light trailers.
In addition, Community Services staff worked long hours contacting all Richardson apartment
complexes to initiate voluntary
water curtailment and worked
throughout the community on
code enforcement related to the
mandatory water restrictions. The
GIS Department worked to support all departments with mapping of the damaged area and
infrastructure (including power
and water lines).

Proactive approach helps Richardson achieve ambitious office leasing goal

John Jacobs
Executive Vice President,
Richardson Economic
Development Partnership
Earlier this year, the Richardson Economic Development

Partnership (REDP) set an ambitious goal of achieving 1 million
square feet of office space leased
in 2018—twice the annual average for the previous two years. By
the end of August, the REDP had
already secured new leases totaling almost 800,000 square feet of
office space, including those by
major companies such as Associa,
Genpact, Raytheon and Steward
Health Care.
Richardson’s economic development success so far this year is
attributable to a number of factors
including a large inventory of quality office space, economical pricing, some top-notch landlords with
whom we work hand-in-hand and
our new, proactive outreach to the
tenant rep community.

Historically, almost all major
projects that have relocated or expanded in Richardson involved a
tenant rep agent or site selection
consultant. Therefore, a top priority for REDP in 2018 has been to
further build, maintain and leverage those relationships, with some
new twists that include:
• Hosting two tenant rep appreciation luncheons to ensure
key agents know our team and
understand how much we value
their efforts in building wealth
and job opportunities
• Visiting brokerage firms in person to ensure they understand
the advantages and resources
available here
• Partnering with the Dallas Regional Chamber to present at
major DFW brokerage houses

• Providing on-demand marketing materials, aerial maps, facts,
labor studies and other valuable
data that support prospective
tenants’ decision making
• Leveraging the REDP’s network
of connections with local executives, human resource managers and educators to provide
testimonial validation to agents,
consultants and directly to prospects
Throughout the entire leasing
process, the REDP makes itself
readily available to brokers and
site selection consultants, to facilitate leasing optimal outcomes. Our
highest priority is to have a tangible effect on a quality company’s
decision to expand or relocate in
Richardson.

Even with all of our leasing success to date, Richardson still has
20 well-situated Class A and Class
B office buildings that all have at
least 50,000 square feet of contiguous space available. Commercial
agents or site selectors interested
in learning more should contact
John Jacobs at 972-792-2802 or
john@telecomcorridor.com.
John Jacobs is the executive vice
president for economic development
for the Richardson Economic Development Partnership.
“From the Boardroom” is a
recurring guest column featuring
viewpoints from Richardson
business and civic leaders,
produced in cooperation with
the Richardson Chamber of
Commerce.
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Calendar

Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd. • 972-744-7800

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

Please call 972-744-7800 to RSVP for events that require registration.
Oct. 1

National Night Out at the Senior
Center Noon. Join the Senior Center
and the Richardson PD for NNO. We will
provide the entertainment, hotdogs and
sides and important safety information;
you bring a dessert. No fee.

Nov. 9-10

Holiday bazaar 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Our
annual Senior Holiday Bazaar is Nov. 9-10.
Mark your calendars to find that special
gift for everyone on your holiday list.

Upcoming Trips

Oct. 17

Senior Center Open House
2-4 p.m. Parks and Recreation staff will
hold a come-and-go open house to meet
the Design Team and receive information on renovations and enhancements
planned for the Senior Center as part of
the 2015 Bond Program.

Rose-Mary will lead us through two historical courthouses: Museum of Denton County History
and Wise County Heritage Museum. You will have time for shopping and antiquing on the squares
and/or have lunch on your own at one of the cafes. The day will conclude with a wine tasting and
tour at Bushy Creek Vineyards. For more information, please call 972-744-7810. $89.

San Antonio: The Christmas River Parade and Lighting Festival—Nov. 23-25
Join your friends on a motor coach tour to San Antonio. You will have reserved seats for the dramatic moment when the colorful holiday lights are turned on along the Riverwalk and the River
Parade. You will experience the rich culture, history and cuisine celebrating San Antonio’s 300th anniversary. Your accommodations will be at the historic Menger Hotel. For more information, please
call 972-744-7810.

Nov. 20

Thanksgiving Luncheon
Noon-2 p.m. Join us for a turkey dinner
with all the fixins at the Richardson Civic
Center, 411 W. Arapaho Rd. Dave Tanner
will be back to entertain you! Tickets on
sale at the Senior Center or by phone at
972-744-7800 with a credit card. $8.50

Library

Rose-Mary Rumbley is going to take you to court:
Denton and Decatur—Oct. 29

We have great travel destinations planned for the rest of the year. Both one-day and overnight trips
offer you the opportunity to travel and experience new adventures. Call Beth Owens at 972- 744-7810 for
more information.

900 Civic Center Dr. • 972-744-4350

ADULT/GENERAL INTEREST
Oct. 3

Oct. 5

Oct. 5

Oct. 6

Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27

Oct. 6

Oct. 7

Oct. 9

Oct. 10

Oct. 12

Oct. 13

Oct. 13

Oct. 15

Oct. 16

Oct. 17

Oct. 17

Oct. 17

Oct. 18

Oct. 18

Oct. 19

Oct. 20

Oct. 23

Oct. 23

Oct. 30

First Wednesday Book Club
7-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “Gentleman in Moscow” by Armor
Towles. Call Tamara at 972-744-4393 for
information.

Digital Drop-In: Get Help Using
your ereader
10 a.m.-noon. Second Floor Lobby.

Second Wednesday Bookbabble
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “Station Eleven” by Emily St. John
Mandel. Call Janet at 972-744-4352 for
information.

Writers’ Guild of Texas
7-8:30 p.m. Basement Program Room.
“Writing Action Scenes” presented by
Scott Bell. Call 972-744-4376 for information.
Romantic Interludes Book Club
7-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. Call Karen at 972-744-4350 for
information.

Sugar Skull Art Workshop
Basement Program Room. Adults and
teens. 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Registration
required. Call 972-744-4374 to register.

Friends of the library fall book
sale Basement Program Room. 10 a.m.-5
p.m.

Dewey knit
2-4 p.m. First Floor Program Room. Call Jane
at 972-744-4355 for information.

Computer Class: Microsoft
PowerPoint 2016 Beginner Level
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Basement Training
Room. Richardson Public Library card
needed to register. Call 972-744-4359 for
information.
RCAS Meeting and Free
Demonstration 6:30-8:45 p.m. Michael
Archer will demonstrate watercolors. Basement Program Room. Call Brian at 972-7444350 for information.
Richardson Historical and
Genealogical Society Meeting
7-8:30 p.m. “Writing a History that your Family Will Want to Read” by Rusty Williams. Call
Stacey at 972-744-4350 for information.

Tracing your roots: Genealogy
Basics Basement Program Room. 11:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m.

CHILDREN/YOUTH/TEENS

Computer Class: Microsoft Excel
2016 Beginner Level 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Basement Training Room. Richardson
Public Library card needed to register. Call
972-744-4359 for information.
Friends of the library fall book
sale Basement Program Room. 2-5 p.m.

Richardson Writes! Publishing
presented by Brian W. Smith
Basement Program Room. 10:30 a.m.-noon.

Third Wednesday Bookbabble
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “Us” by David Nichols. Call Tamara at
972-744-4393 for information.

Real Reads Book Club
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “Morgue: A Life in Death” by Dr. Vincent Di Maio. Call Tamara at 972-744-4393 for
information.

Fourth Tuesday Bookbabble
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “My Name is Lucy Barton” by Elizabeth Strout. Call Janet at 972-744-4352 for
information.

Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27

Oct. 11

Oct. 13

Oct. 18

Oct. 20

Yoga Storytime
2-3 p.m. Basement Program Room. For ages 5-8. Call 972744-4358 for more information.

Oct. 20

A Novel Idea Teen Book club
12:30-1:30 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room.

Computer Class: Microsoft
Publisher 2016 Beginner Level
6:30-8 p.m. Basement Training Room.
Richardson Public Library card needed to
register. Call 972-744-4359 for information.
Beginning 3D Printing With
Tinkercad 10:30 a.m.-noon. Studio RPL.
Richardson Public Library card needed
to register. Call 972-744-4359 for more
information.

Community Writers’ Critique
Group 6:45-8:45 p.m. Basement Program
Room. E-mail WGTCritiqueGroup@gmail.
com for more information.

Computer Class: Microsoft Excel
2016 Intermediate Level 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Basement Training Room.
Richardson Public Library card needed to
register. Call 972-744-4359 for information.
Tracing your roots:
Ancestry.com Basement Program
Room. 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Please call 972-744-4358 for more information on children and youth activities.

Oct. 5

Lego Mindstorms Robotics
4-5:30 p.m. First Floor Program Room. For kids in grades
3-5. Registration required. Call 972-744-4358 for more
information.

Friends of the library fall book
sale Basement Program Room. 10 a.m.-5
p.m.

Saturday Morning Kids Storytime
10:30-11 a.m. First Floor Program Room.

Cookies, Crafts and Crayons
3:30-4:30 p.m. First Floor Program Room.

Oct. 20

Teen Advisory Board Meeting and Haunted
House Mystery 2-4:30 p.m. Basement Program Room.
Call Jenn at 972-744-4358 for more information.

Free Flix @ 6 Family Film
6-8 p.m. First Floor Program Room.

Sugar Skull Art Workshop
Basement Program Room. Adults and teens. 10:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. Registration required. Call 972-744-4374 to
register.

Oct. 27

Spook-i-licious Halloween Happening
2-4 p.m. Basement Program Room.

Richardson Theatre Centre brings “The Innocents” to the stage

Each Friday, the Richardson Chamber of Commerce’s Shop/Dine Richardson program sends
subscribers dining offers plus information and offers from local shopping outlets and professional services. Shop/Dine Richardson is meant to provide more visibility to Richardson
businesses and encourage subscribers to shop locally. You may sign up for the Shop/Dine
Richardson weekly e-mail by going to www.richardsonchamber.com/shop.

The Richardson Theatre Centre (RTC) is performing “The Innocents” Oct. 5-21. The play, a haunting
melodrama written by William Archibald, premiered
on Broadway in 1950. It takes place in 1880s England
and is based on the novel, “The Turn of the Screw,”
by Henry James.
Performances take place at 518 W. Arapaho Rd.,
Suite 113. Shows are Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Fri-

days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.
Thursday and Sunday performances are $20, while
Friday and Saturday performances are $22. Visit
www.richardsontheatrecentre.net or call 972-6991130 for more information.
The RTC is partially sponsored by the Richardson
Cultural Arts Commission.
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Arts/Culture

Eisemann Center Presents begins 2018-19 season
The 2018-19 Eisemann Center Presents season kicks off this
month with shows featuring family
theater, comedy, classical music
and more. Visit www.eisemanncenter.com for ticket information,
or call 972-744-4650. Groups of
10 or more qualify for ticket discounts by calling Group Sales at
972-744-4657.

Graeme James
Graeme James
7:30 p.m. Oct. 11
Tickets $39
Born in Nelson, New Zealand,
Graeme James started playing violin
in the Netherlands as a 7 year old
with the desire to become a classical concert violinist. He pursued
this goal throughout high school
as well as branching out into folk
and Celtic music, playing fiddle
and singing in his family’s folk band
playing local events. It was while he

was at university that he put down
the violin and started learning other
instruments, the most significant
of which being the acoustic guitar,
which enabled him to start writing and playing his own songs. In
2010, he bought a loop pedal which
would finally allow him to combine
and layer the various instruments
that create his unique sound.

they travel down the Yellow Brick
Road with Dorothy, Toto and their
friends the Cowardly Lion, Tin
Man and Scarecrow in this lavish
production, featuring breathtaking
special effects, dazzling choreography and classic songs.

Jaston Williams
The Wizard of Oz
The Wizard of Oz
7:30 p.m. Oct. 12-13
2 p.m. Oct. 13
Tickets $40-$60
A spectacular celebration of the
iconic 1939 MGM film, “The Wizard of Oz” will blow you away from
the moment the tornado touches
down and transports you to a dazzling Oz, complete with munchkins and flying monkeys. The entire family will be captivated as

Jaston Williams in
“Clear to Partly Crazy”
7:30 p.m. Oct. 19-20
2 p.m. Oct. 20
Tickets $34-$42
Announcing the premiere of
Jaston Williams in his one man
show, “Clear to Partly Crazy,”
where he holds forth on subjects
all Texans understand: cheerleading, tornadoes and certifiably insane blood relatives. Travel with
him from grandstands to storm
cellars to the occasional mental in-

Health and Wellness Expo Set for Oct. 12
The
Richardson
Chamber of Commerce
is holding its annual
Health and Wellness
Expo,
presented
by
Methodist Richardson
Medical Center, from
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 12
at the Richardson Civic
Center. The Expo informs consumers about products and services available from Chamber members that encourage good
health and fitness, increase mobility, address special

needs care, and provide
nutrition. The free event
will feature vendors offering flu and shingles
vaccinations
provided
by Tom Thumb, hearing
and blood pressure tests,
body mass index screenings, chair massages and
vision tests. There will
also be food samples from local restaurants. For
more information, visit www.richardsonchamber.
com.

Woman’s Club announces first responder scholarship
A portion of the proceeds
from the Richardson Woman’s
Club’s 2018-19 fundraisers will
go toward the establishment of a
scholarship designated for a child
of an active City of Richardson
first responder. In addition to the
new scholarship, the Richardson
Woman’s Club is the long-time
supporter of the City of Richardson and Santa’s Village, and
provides multiple scholarships to
Richardson high school seniors
and makes annual donations to
numerous community outreach

programs.
The Club’s first event for
2018-19 is Gourmet on the
Grounds—A Community Table
and Casino Night, at 6 p.m. Oct.
13 at the Club, 2005 N. Cliffe Dr.
Come join the fun and enjoy music, wine, food, casino games and
live Las Vegas-style entertainment
featuring Brad Ackland, a local
swing jazz vocalist.
Tickets are $50 per person and
may be purchased at www.rwctx.
org or from club members. E-mail
Gayle Ingle at gs_ingle@hotmail.

com for more information.
Holidays at RWC, the club’s
second fall event, is scheduled
for Nov. 17-18. The weekend will
be filled with traditional RWC
activities—the yummy bakeshop
and the delicious luncheon—plus
several new ones including a photographer who will capture your
family’s photos in a holiday setting and the Mistletoe Shoppe, a
bazaar featuring epicurean items
and other gifts.
For more information, visit
www.rwctx.org.

Repertory Company Theatre presents “Young Frankenstein”
Get into the Halloween season as
Repertory Company Theatre continues its 2018-19 season this month
with a performance of Mel Brooks’
“Young Frankenstein.” This hysterical
comedy includes show-stopping musical numbers including “Puttin’ on
the Ritz,” complete with tap dancing
monsters.
Performances are scheduled for
Oct. 19-28 in the group’s new theater
at 770 N. Coit Rd. in Richardson. Show times are
7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. Ticket prices are $27 for adults and $17 for
youth, with discounted tickets available for groups

of 10 or more. For more information,
visit www.rcttheatre.com or call the
box office at 972-690-5029.
Other shows on the schedule for
the 2018-19 season include:
• White Christmas—Dec. 7-23
• Big River—Feb. 8-17
• Broadway’s Best—March 15-17
• Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat—April 12-21
• Mamma Mia—June 14-30
• Annie—July 19-28
• Forever Plaid—Aug. 16-25
The RCT is partially sponsored by the Richardson
Cultural Arts Commission.

www.ArtsInRichardson.com
wants YOU to

stitution, laughing all the way. This
show contains mature content.

Siegel’s Keyboard Conversations® are concerts with broad,
popular appeal and lively commentary, making the music more accessible and meaningful for all. Each
piece is performed in its entirety
and there is a question and answer
session following the concert. Gain
a whole new perspective and enrich your life with great music!

Jeffrey Siegel
Jeffrey Siegel’s
Keyboard Conversations®
7:30 p.m. Oct. 22
Tickets $34-$40
Jeffrey Siegel presents “The Joyous Music of Beethoven,” which
includes the boisterous “Rage Over
a Lost Penny,” the exhilarating “Polonaise,” the intimate “Bagatelles,”
the “Theresa Sonata” —who was
she?—and the “Farewell Sonata”—
who was leaving and why was Beethoven so deeply affected?

Tomás and the Library Lady
“Tomás and the Library Lady”
2:30 p.m. Oct. 28
Tickets $12-$22
Tomás, the son of migrant workers, was born in Texas and loves the
stories Papa Grande tells to him.
One day while his family is in Iowa
picking crops, Tomás meets the Library Lady and nothing is ever the
same again. Soon his imagination
takes off as he reads book after
book, discovering a world filled with
dinosaurs, tigers and explorers!

Eisemann Center
2351 Performance Dr.

For tickets visit www.eisemanncenter.com
or call the Ticket Office at 972-744-4650
Pastoral Reflections Institute
(8 p.m. Oct. 4. $20-$60.)
Ballet North Texas’ “Night on the Trinity”
(7:30 p.m., Oct. 6; 2 p.m. Oct. 7. $25-$35.
www.lakewoodconservatory.com.)
Richardson Symphony Orchestra Opening Night Concert
(8 p.m. Oct. 6. $15-$70. Visit www.richardsonsymphony.org.)
“Go Figure” The Randy Gardner Story
(3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Oct. 27. $37-$42. www.randy-gardner.com.)
Charley Pride with Special guest Jake Penrod
(7:30 p.m. Nov. 3. $50-$100. www.charleypride.com.)

Altrusa holds annual awards luncheon
Altrusa International of Richardson will hold its annual “Outstanding Women of Today … Builders of Tomorrow” awards luncheon at
11:30 a.m., Nov. 2, at the Renaissance Dallas Richardson Hotel, 900
E. Lookout Dr. More than 30 nominated women will be honored for
their outstanding leadership in their fields.
Luncheon tickets are $50 and are on sale now at www.altrusarichardson.com/outstanding-women. Proceeds benefit community outreach projects and scholarships provided by Altrusa International of
Richardson, serving the needs of elementary schools, community organizations, international programs and seniors in Richardson.

Coming up at the Civic Center

LuLaRoe Richardson Popup
Oct. 6
www.facebook.com/
LuLaRoeRichardsonTX
Creative Memories
Oct. 6
www.creativememories.
com
DFW Marine Aquarium
Society Frag Swap
Oct. 27
www.dfwmas.org
Drug Take-Back Event
(Civic Center Parking Lot)
Oct. 27
takebackday.dea.gov

411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, Texas 75080
www.cor.net/civiccenter
Accommodates groups
from 10-750
Call us! 972-744-4090
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Electronic recycling, document
shredding to be offered Oct. 27
The Richardson Citizens Police
Academy Alumni Association’s
electronics recycling and document shredding event is Oct. 27
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at Richardson
Square Mall, 501 S. Plano Rd.
Acceptable items include
phones, GPS devices, calculators,
MP3 players, PDAs, radios, satellite receivers, VCRs, DVD players,
remote controls, speakers, cameras, computers and accessories,
speakers, printers and cartridges,
copiers, scanners, shredders, typewriters, etc. CRT TVs or computer
monitors CANNOT be accepted.
Flat screen monitors and televisions are OK.
NO hazardous waste items will
be accepted. This includes batteries, paint, cleaners and light

bulbs of any kind. Visit www.cor.
net/hhw for more information on
hazardous waste disposal. Personal
shredding will be limited to what
can fit into a car.

DART Board approves
Cotton Belt rail line plans

There is no charge to drop
off items, but donations to the
RCPAAA are appreciated. For
more information, call 972-6569636 and leave a message.

Drug take-back event is Oct. 27
The Richardson Police Department will host a prescription and
over-the-counter drug take-back Oct. 27 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. as
part of the Drug Enforcement Administration’s National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day. Unused or expired pharmaceuticals may
be dropped off at the south parking lot of City Hall, 411 W. Arapaho
Rd. There is no charge for this service.
Solid dosage pharmaceutical products and liquids in consumer
containers are accepted. Liquid products, such as cough syrup,
should remain tightly sealed in their original container. Intravenous solutions and syringes will not be accepted due to potential hazard posed by blood-borne pathogens.
For more information, contact the Richardson Police Department Crime Prevention Unit at 972-744-4955.
Additional information may be found at www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov.

When it comes to recycling…Think Clean!
Recycling participants are being
reminded to Think EMPTY, CLEAN
AND DRY when collecting items for
recycling—the emptier, cleaner and
drier the items, the more they are
deemed acceptable and less recycling
shipments are rejected.
Here’s how it works: The entity
receiving a shipment of raw recycling
commodities (plastics, aluminum
cans, cardboard, etc.) inspects a sample to determine the percentage of
the entire shipment that might not be
clean and considered unacceptable.
Current standard is that they will accept shipments with no more than 0.5 percent unacceptable items, or the
entire shipment is rejected.
So, a cardboard pizza box may be recyclable, but if it’s greasy or scattered with stuck-on pepperoni, it’s
not—same for a plastic jar with a bit of peanut butter in the bottom. Even a paper bag full of newspapers isn’t
acceptable if it gets rained on.
The easy rule of thumb to remember is no food, grease or wet material—i.e. Think Empty, Clean and Dry!
For more information about recycling in Richardson and a list of acceptable items, visit www.cor.net/recycling.

Richardson water wise landscape tour
Tour beautiful city landscapes that have thrived in the Texas summer heat!

Saturday, Oct. 27
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tour Headquarters
Richardson City Hall
411 W. Arapaho Rd.
• “Ask an Expert” about irrigation and landscaping
• Pick up plant lists and home tour details
• Receive a free soil moisture meter while supplies last
Find tour information and download the map at
www.cor.net/landscapetour
The water wise landscape tour is scheduled for 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 27. The tour’s headquarters and starting point will be Richardson City Hall, 411 W. Arapaho Rd.
The event includes a tour of Richardson homes featuring water-friendly outdoor landscapes. The City
has teamed up with volunteers and passionate homeowners who are eager to answer questions about ways
to maximize water savings by choosing native plants that thrive in the Texas climate. Ask questions, take
pictures and jot down ideas as you help plant the idea throughout the community that native landscaping is
not only environmentally conscious, but beautiful as well. Free soil moisture meters will be given out at the
City Hall while supplies last.
To see a list of homes on the tour, plus a list of the native plants found at each residence, visit
www.cor.net/landscapetour.
For more information, contact Gayle Copening at gayle.copening@cor.gov or call 972-744-4410.

Rendering of the Cotton Belt Rail line over US 75
The Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) board approved a Service Plan
Amendment in August for the Cotton Belt Corridor Regional Rail Project
that brings the proposed $1.1 billion east-west commuter line closer to
becoming reality and includes key features for Richardson. The new Service Plan Amendment includes the proposed alignment deviation from
Plano to Richardson; a Cotton Belt Station adjacent to the CityLine/
Bush Station; a station at UT Dallas; and a new Cotton Belt Bridge
across US 75 near CityLine.
The Richardson City Council voted in July to authorize negotiation
and execution of an interlocal cooperation agreement (ILA) between the
City and DART, in which the City pledged to redirect 11.67 percent of
the previously approved developer’s portion of TIF funding to the Cotton Belt project and provide three rights-of-way parcels of land (approximately 5 acres), in exchange for DART working with the City on design
concepts for the bridge, CityLine/Bush Station, roadway crossings in
Richardson, a proposed Cotton Belt Trail and noise wall structures near
residential developments.
Construction is expected to begin by the end of this year, pending
approval of a $908 million federal loan DART expects to receive in November. The full project is scheduled for completion in 2022.

Conserve Water with Rain Barrels

The City is encouraging residents to
“save it from a rainy day” and consider rainwater harvesting to conserve water and lower water bills.
Rainwater harvesting is collecting
and storing rainfall as it comes off the roof,
using a rain barrel, for use later in watering
lawns and foundations. A dedicated rainwater harvesting page (www.cor.net/rainbarrel)
is available at the City’s website that explains
Richardson’s Rainwater Harvesting Ordinance and provides links
to resources on how to get started, including a list of make-yourown rain barrel classes held throughout the Metroplex each year
by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension. The web page also includes information about the City’s rainwater harvesting permitting process—
systems that capture 400 gallons of water or less do not require a
permit but must be registered at no charge. For more information,
call the Community Services Department at 972-744-4180.

Smoking Vehicles Helped by Program

To help improve air quality, the North Central Texas Council of Governments (of which Richardson is a member city)
is working with the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality in the Regional Smoking Vehicle Program, which
sends letters to owners of smoking vehicles encouraging
them to have their vehicle checked for emissions compliance.
The letters provide information highlighting the various possible
causes of the smoke, and resources for possible financial assistance
for repairs or replacement, such as the AirCheckTexas Drive a Clean
Machine Program, where qualified applicants may be eligible for
up to $600 to cover emission-related repairs.
If you spot a smoking vehicle and would like to help the Regional Smoking Vehicle Program, make note of the license plate
(Texas plates only), the nearby cross streets and city where you
spotted it, and the date/time, and provide the information online
at www.smokingvehicle.net or by calling 817-704-2522. Texas law
defines a smoking vehicle as one that either emits smoke for 10 or
more consecutive seconds, or whose suspended smoke does not
fully dissipate within 10 seconds.

Fire Station 6 Offers Blue Bags Oct. 6

Fire Station 6 will offer blue recycling bags for purchase Saturday, Oct. 6 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The 30-gallon bags are
sold in rolls for $3.50 for
residents, or $4 for nonresidents. Credit and debit cards
are accepted.
Fire Station 6 offers the bags
on the first Saturday of every
month. The station is located at
3591 Park Vista Rd. For more information, call 972-744-4111.
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Parks staff begin wildflower plantings
While you won’t see the end
result until spring, Parks and
Recreation crews began planting
wildflowers along roadsides and in
city parks, natural areas and medians late last month. The plantings
will continue, weather permitting,
through mid-November. All total,
34-36 acres of wildflowers will be
planted this fall.
The wildflower planting program began in the early 1990s
and has been beautifying areas
of Richardson ever since. Some
of the best places to view spring
wildflowers are City Hall, Crowley
Park and east of CityLine.
The City’s Operation Bloom
Town program lets residents,
homeowner associations and busi-

Parks & Recreation

www.cor.net/parks

City Championship
held at Sherrill Park
The annual City Championship Golf Tournament was held
at Sherrill Park Golf Course the
final weekend of August. Jerry
Freedman won the title by shooting 73-73 for a two-day total of
146. Top finishers in each flight
were:

Wildflowers bloom outside City Hall in spring 2018.

nesses “paint the landscape.” They
can identify an area that could use
some color and the Parks Department will order the seeds and do
the planting, charging only the

wholesale costs for both ($100 per
1/10 acre). For more information,
visit www.cor.net/wildflowerplanting or www.cor.net/epi and click
on Richardson Plants.

Championship Flight
1) Jerry Freedman 146
2) Brandon Lawson 147
3) Ryan Matthews 148
First Flight
1) Trey Mays 148
2) Garrett McGinn 151
3) Zeke Zietak 154

Family Night
At the Ballpark

Saturday, Nov. 3, 10 a.m.-noon
Huffhines Rec Center
Ages 2-5 years
Registration #9696
Cost: $10 per person
Lil’ Punkins join in the fun of our Lil’
Punkins Fall Festival. There will be a
petting zoo, games, crafts, activities,
refreshments and a bounce house.
Come in a costume for a special time.
Registration required by Nov. 1.

OCTOBER

27 & 28

FREE
ADMISSION
FREE
PARKING
Saturday
10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
HUFFHINES PARK
200 N. Plano Rd.

Connect on social media
Richardson Parks and Recreation is on social media.
Be sure to “like” us on Facebook and “follow” us on
Instagram for the latest information on events in
Richardson’s parks, pools and recreation centers.

November 2

Keffler Baseball Fields
Breckinridge Park
5300 E. Renner Rd.
Richardson
Individual & Family
Pricing Available

Second Flight
1) Randell Curington 153
2) JT Pope 159
3) Johnny Phillips 159
(won by a scorecard playoff)
Third Flight
1) Evan Bolanz 149
2) Randy Evans 151
3) Mark Boone 156
(won by a scorecard playoff)
4) Stephen Orr 156
Fourth Flight
(Handicapped)
1) Greg Sarro 134
2) Scott Sears 136
3) Rich Wisegarver 142

Sherrill Park
Ladies Golf League

The Sherrill Park Ladies Golf
League is open to women with
Activity
# 11054
golf experience and
a handicap
of 36 or less. Members play Tuesday mornings from March to October. For information, contact
Nancy Stubbs (972-669-8909) or
Vicki Denton (469-569-2016).
Upcoming Tournaments
Oct. 21: Two-Man Event
Nov. 10: Richardson Cup

Starting at $8
See website for details

Sherrill Park is located at 2201
E. Lookout Dr. To schedule tee
times or private lessons, contact
the Pro Shop at 972-234-1416 or
visit www.sherrillparkgolf.com.

Register Online:
cor.net/FamilyNightOut

Huffhines Tennis Center

For questions contact Erika Bashaw 972-744-7893

Richardson ISD Spirit Run 5K and Fun Run
The 2018 Richardson ISD Spirit Run 5K or Fun Run is 7-9 a.m.
Nov. 3 at Galatyn Park. The event benefits students, teachers
and the RISD Excellence in Education. Early registration fees
for adults are $25 through Oct. 7, before increasing to $30 from
Oct. 7-Nov. 2 and $35 on race day. Student registration fees
are $10 regardless of registration date. For information, visit
schools.risd.org/Page/6342.

The Huffhines Tennis Center
has 10 lighted courts, a fully
stocked pro shop and private
and semi-private lessons.
Lessons for juniors and
adults are available in group or
one-on-one settings. Group lessons are available in three-week
blocks at a cost of $40-$90. Private lessons are available in
30-minute or one-hour blocks.
Huffhines Tennis Center is
located in the southeast corner
of Huffhines Park. Court fees are
$3 per person for 1 1/2 hours.
Reservations are made by calling 972-744-7870. For information, visit www.cor.net/tennis.
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Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd.

972-744-7800

All activities listed on pages 10-11 take place at the Richardson Senior Center unless otherwise noted.
Additional Senior Center related activities can be found on page 6. Call 972-744-7800 for more information.
Hours of Operation: Mon., Tue., Thurs., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.—Wed. and Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.—Sat., 1-5 p.m.
Special Events and Trip Information

Special events and trip information can be found
on page 6 of this publication.

Classes
For all classes, unless otherwise noted, you may pay online at www.cor.net/parksonline,
by phone with a credit card or in
person with a credit card, check or
cash.
Ukulele Players
Attention all ukulele enthusiasts
and potential ukulele players. Let’s
get together to play, share songs
and techniques. All levels of players are welcome. Thursday nights,
7-9 p.m. No fee. Senior Center
membership required.
Great Family Storytelling 1.0
L.E. Taylor, author of “Elgan and
Grace—A Twentieth Century
Saga,” believes “everyone has a
story to tell.” This workshop will
stimulate and strengthen the brain
through personal recall of life experiences. You do have your own
story to tell and the joy of sharing
your story with others. Next session is Oct. 9, 1:30-3 p.m. Cost is
$80 with membership.
ABC Quilting
Students will learn basic appliqué
techniques to build their skills and
tabletop basting will be taught. A
large standing basting frame will
be available for those who have
constructed quilt tops and need to
pin, thread baste or tie their quilts.
Hand piecers are welcome in this
class, as are other quilters needing
extra time to “catch up” on their
quilt tops. Class meets every Monday from 2-6 p.m. Cost for the
class is $16 a month with membership. Jan Eby is the instructor.
Quilt Essentials
Learn the art of hand piecing and
quilting as well as sewing machine
piecing and quilting. Class meets
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Cost for beginners and first-time
students is $35 per month and
for advanced students is $15 per
month with a membership. Free
buddy-sewing time is from 8-10
a.m. Tuesdays. Darlene Martin is
the instructor.
Plus
Square Dance Lessons
Square dancing is a great way to
participate in a low impact activity,
meet new friends and be a part of
a fun, friendly community of dancers. Fee is $85 per person. A Senior
Center membership is required.
Please call 972 744-7800 for next
session start date.
Plus Square Dance
Dance the first, third and fifth
Mondays from 7-9 p.m. Cost is
$50 per dancer per quarter (membership is required). There is a
$10 drop-in fee with membership
or a $13 drop-in fee without.

AARP
“Smart Driver” Program
Anyone 50 years and older may attend. The completion certificate
is used for automobile insurance
premium reductions. Please check
with your insurance company for
percentage of reduction. The certificate does not qualify for a traffic citation dismissal. Cost is $15
for AARP members and $20 for
nonmembers. Reservations may
be made by calling 972-744-7800.
Please pay the instructor at the
time of the class. Classes are held
at the Richardson Senior Center.
Oct. 4

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Oct. 18

6-10 p.m.

“Color My World”
Come join in the newest craze,
coloring for adults. Coloring is
reintroducing art as an important
component of health and wellness.
Color pens, crayons and pictures
will be provided or bring your own.
A table will be set up with coloring supplies every Thursday from
1-4 p.m. for visiting and coloring.
A multi-generational table is available for you to enjoy the fun of
coloring with your grandchildren.
No fee.
Watercolor
Renata Sharman will offer watercolor classes for all painting levels.
Students will learn the basics of
materials, tools and techniques
of watercolor. Intermediate and
advanced self-paced students are
welcome. Classes are held Tuesdays for four consecutive weeks
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. New session
starts Oct. 2. Cost is $80 for four
classes with membership or $22
per class. Please call 972-7447800 for the class supply list.
Oil and Acrylic Painting
A new four-week session of painting instruction starts the first
Thursday of each month from 1-4
p.m. Beginner and intermediate
levels of painters are encouraged
to attend. Joanna Clifton is the
instructor. Cost is $80 for four
monthly classes with membership.
Fun with Oils
A new session of oil painting
classes begins the first Thursday
of each month from noon-4 p.m.
Instructor Andrew Wages has 20
years of experience teaching and
has painted for 50 years. Cost
for the class is $85 a month with
membership.
Beginners
Conversational Spanish
This is a beginner’s level class. The
next eight-week session starts Oct.
1 from 10-11 a.m. Cost is $52 with
Senior Center membership.

Robin’s Nest Craft Store

For those special gifts, shop at the Robin’s
Nest Craft Store inside the Senior Center.
Our senior consignment shop is open Monday
through Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and is located
inside the Senior Center at 820 W. Arapaho
Rd. Stop by, browse and admire the handmade
crafts that are for sale. Open to the public.

The Richardson Senior Center welcomes adults ages 55 and older. This facility is especially
designed for senior enjoyment, and the staff looks forward to the opportunity to provide an atmosphere of enrichment and fellowship.
Unfortunately, the Center is not licensed to provide the services of an Adult Care facility. So,
for the benefit of all patrons, the Center requires that all participants take full responsibility of
their own physical care and hygiene. Those patrons needing assistance, or who lack the ability to
navigate a wheelchair or walker independently, are welcome to be accompanied by a caregiver or
an assistant. Your understanding and cooperation is appreciated.
Intermediate
Conversational Spanish
Brush up on your Spanish skills by
joining this class. Some knowledge
of the Spanish language is required.
The next eight-week session begins
Oct. 1 from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Cost is $52 with membership.
Advanced
Conversational Spanish
Advanced Spanish class will build
on the Intermediate class. The next
eight-week session starts Oct. 1,
1-2 p.m. Cost is $48 with a Senior
Center membership.
Crochet
Classes are taught Thursdays from
2:15-4:15 p.m. The price is $5 per
class. For new students, please
bring a #J or #H crochet hook and
a skein of four-ply yarn.
Adult Piano Lessons
Dr. Margaret Mulvey Claiborne
offers piano lessons to adults 55
and older on a monthly basis. Cost
is $85 with membership. Call 972744-7800 for an appointment.
Pocket Billiards Class
Ted Swanson offers individually
scheduled two-hour classes Monday-Thursday and Saturday, 1:303:30 p.m. Each class has a two
student maximum. Beginner to
advanced skill levels are welcome.
Register before day of class or call
972-744-7800. Cost is $10 per
person/per class.
Bridge Lessons
Learn how to play Party Bridge
Wednesdays from 2-4 p.m. Call
972-744-7800 for next five-week
session. Cost is $50 with membership; $53 without.
Technology Help Desk
Instructor Ed Sanders is offering
assistance for any Windows or Android portable device (cell phone,
smartphone, laptop or reader) or any
solution accessible via the device
and the internet (e-mail, Facebook,
website maintenance, photography,
application usage and install/removal). This is a great opportunity
to resolve your technology challenge
and increase your knowledge. Assistance is available the fourth Saturday of every other month. Help is
available from 2-4 p.m. Next session is Oct. 27. No fee.
iPhone and iPad 101
This is a beginner’s class to learn
the basics of the iPhone and iPad.
Bring your iPhone/iPad to class
Monday, Oct. 29 from 1-2 p.m.
Cost is $49 with Senior Center
membership, $52 without.

iPhone and iPad 102
This class cover how to use functions and applications of your
iPhone/iPad. Bring your iPhone/
iPad to class Monday, Oct. 29
from 2-3 p.m. Cost is $49 with
Senior Center membership, $52
without.
Learn to Ride with Uber
This class will cover Uber transportation, its cost, where it is available, safety, how to request the
service and how to request food
delivery. You will also learn about
other transportation services available through Uber. Next class is
Oct. 6 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. Cost is
$10 with membership; $13 without. Please bring your iPhone or
Android smartphone to class.

Programs
AARP Richardson Chapter
The Richardson AARP Chapter
#1651 meets the third Monday of
the month at 1 p.m. at the Senior
Center. All are welcome.
Let’s Play “42”
Regular “42” games are scheduled
Thursday afternoons from 12:304 p.m. at the Richardson Senior
Center.
Senior Table Tennis
Players who love the game are invited to play Tuesday and Thursday
from 7-9 p.m. and Saturday from
1-4:45 p.m.
Senior Golf League
The Richardson Senior Golf
League is open to men and women
55 years or older playing at all skill
levels. The members are divided
evenly into four flights. All play is at
Sherrill Park on Monday mornings
with a shotgun start. The league is
for the enjoyment of golf, and several league rules have been adapted to speed up play and increase
the pleasure of the game. Please
contact Alan Tanowitz, president,
at 972-231-6882 or Jim White at
972-234-6167/jmjwhite@tx.rr.com
for more information.
Senior Bowling League
The Roadrunner Bowling League
is a great way to meet new people
and exercise at the same time. We
have openings for regular members
and subs for the 2017-18 season.
For more information, contact
Richard Steffen, president, at 972865-9613.

Tennis League
Richardson’s Huffhines Tennis
Center offers times exclusive to
seniors. The senior men’s group
plays Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 8 a.m.-noon. The
ladies group plays Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m.-noon. A
3.0 (intermediate skill level) is required for both men and women
players. Lessons are available to
help players achieve this level. For
information, call 972-744-7870.
Pool Tournaments
Pool tournaments are every Friday
at 1 p.m. with registration beginning at 12:30 p.m. Due to Friday
pool tournaments, open play is
from 3:30-5 p.m. only.
Sing-A-Long
Come and sing your favorite melodies at our sing-a-long at 1 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month.
Tatting
Tatting is an ancient art of making
lace with a shuttle and string using
one stitch. We meet every Tuesday
from 3:30-9 p.m. Free and open to
all ages.
Needleworks
Bring your needlework and join us
for a day of friendship and handcrafts. We meet Tuesdays from
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Photography Club
If photography is your hobby or
you just love to take pictures, how
about joining a photography club
to share ideas and know-how? You
do not need professional equipment, just the love of capturing
a moment. Meetings are held on
the first Thursday of every month,
7-9 p.m. No fee.
The Richardson
Senior Dance
The calendar lists the dates for
this month’s ballroom dances.
Oct. 6

Doc Gibbs

Oct. 13

Tommy Chandler

Oct. 27

Jim Baker

Dances begin at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, 820 W. Arapaho Rd.,
and end at 9:30 p.m. Dances are
$5 per person. Light refreshments
are served.

Dance Classes at the Senior Center
Class
Day
Time
Adv. Line Dance
Mon.
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Beg. Line Dance
Tues.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Int. Line Dance
Tues.
10:45-11:45 a.m.
Int./Adv. Ballroom
Wed.
2-4 p.m.
			
			
Group Ballroom
Fri.
2-3 p.m.
			
Private Ballroom
Appointment		

Fee
$3
$11/Month
$2
$50 Couple/Month
$25 Single/Month or
$10 per class
$10 Couple
$5 Single
$40

Instructor
Aubrey
Halvorson
Halvorson
Faris
Faris
Faris
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972-744-7800
The Richardson Red Hatters
The Richardson Red Hatters welcome all women to put on their
red hats and have some fun. Next
meeting is Nov. 5 at noon. Please
bring a sack lunch or you may
purchase a lunch from the Senior
Center’s concession.
Mental Aerobics
Riddles, word games, puzzles, trivia and a general mental playground
will help keep your brain activity sharp. We have a large room
and welcome drop-ins who enjoy
thinking activities that require no
study, memorization, practice or
stress. Mondays at 10 a.m.
Scrabble Club
Come join us Wednesdays from
noon-4 p.m. to meet new friends,
exercise your mind and have a fun
time playing Scrabble. Those 16
and over are welcome to participate. Ages 12-15 must be accompanied by an adult.
Chess Club
The chess players meet Thursday
nights from 6-9 p.m. Youth and
adults of all playing strengths are
welcome. Call the Senior Center
at 972-744-7800 for more information.
Emeritus Plus 50 Program
at Richland College
Explore lifelong learning with
classes at Richland College for
ages 50 and over. If you are 65
years or over and live in Dallas
County, you may be eligible for
FREE classes. Day, evening and
Saturday classes are available.
Call 972-238-6972 or visit
www.richlandcollege.edu/emeritus.
Texas Reelers Square Dance
The Texas Reelers Square Dance
Club sponsors square and round
dancing the first and third Friday of every month from 7:30-10
p.m. Like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheTexasReelersSquareDance. Admission is $7.
Rebel Rousers
Square Dance
The Rebel Rousers Square Dance
Club hosts a square dance the third
Saturday of each month from 7:3010:30 p.m. Fee is $7 per person.
Richardson Public Library
The Richardson Public Library
provides the Richardson Senior
Center with books on CD and
large-print books.
Bingo
Next bingo is Oct. 18 at 2 p.m.

Services

Chair Massage
Lavona Kirtley, our chair massage
therapist, offers chair massage on
Tuesday mornings. Call 972-7447800 to make your appointment.
Blood Pressure Checks
Free blood pressure screenings are
available Wednesdays from 9-11
a.m. at the Senior Center.
Hearing Screening
Free hearing screenings are offered
and hearing aids checked the first
Friday of each month from 1:30-3
p.m. Call 972-744-7800 for appointment.
Volunteer Opportunities
Call Haley at 972-744-7811 for
various volunteer opportunities at
the Senior Center.
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820 W. Arapaho Rd.
Ask the Experts: Buying and
selling in this crazy market!
Oct. 18—10 a.m.—No Fee
Information will be provided on
what it takes to buy or sell a home
in the Dallas real estate market. No
Fee.
Health Connection
Osteoporosis: What is it and
what you can do about it.
Oct. 25—10 a.m.—No Fee
More than 70 percent of people
over 65 with osteoporosis have not
been screened and do not know
they have it. A presentation will
be given on what the risk factors
of osteoporosis are and how to prevent it.
Calming Connection
We all experience a buildup of
stress that may affect how we
think and feel. Instructor Laura
Sarna will teach you how to quiet
your thoughts which leads to calm
and comfort within the body. Cost
is $5 per class. Next session TBA.

City of Richardson
Transportation Service
Transportation is offered to Richardson residents ages 55 and
over. The City’s van service operates Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Persons may ride
anywhere within the city limits of
Richardson for 25 cents each way.
For general transportation, we begin taking reservations on Friday
at 8:30 a.m., prior to the week you
need service. For doctor’s appointments, we begin taking reservations at 3 p.m. Thursday. Call 972744-7805 for reservations.
The Seniors’ Net
The Network of Community Ministries Seniors’ Net program provides a variety of services to help
seniors in the community remain
independent and in their own
homes for as long as possible. Programs include handyman services,
senior informational seminars,
Loaves of Love, home delivered
groceries, medical equipment
and holiday baskets. The “Loaves
of Love” program has expanded!
Seniors residing within Richardson ISD may shop for free loaves
of bread at the Network offices
located at 741 S. Sherman St. in
Richardson. The program is open
Thursdays and Fridays from 9-11
a.m. Call 972-234-8880.
B.A.S.I.C.S.
for Healthy Living
Body Awareness Support (to)
Improve Cognitive Skills
As we age, the connection between our minds and bodies can
become less direct than when we
were younger; the time between
thought and action increases, and
control of our bodies decreases.
This class is designed to improve
body awareness and motor control that can also improve cognitive skills. Class is held Tuesdays,
9-9:45 a.m. Next class is Oct. 2.
Cost is $2 a class.

The Memory Café
The Senior Center hosts a new
free program called “The Memory
Café” that is designed for both
those who suffer from Alzheimer’s/
dementia and their family/friends.
Participants will be able to socialize, share concerns/ideas and learn
more about the issues facing those
with memory loss and dementia.
Held the first Thursday of the
month from 10-11 a.m. The next
meeting is Oct. 4.
First Richardson Helpers
First Richardson Helpers (FRH)
is staffed by senior volunteers
who provide minor home maintenance and repair service to seniors. Basic services include installation of bathroom grab bars
and outdoor hand rails, repair of
dripping faucets, running toilets
and minor electrical problems as
well as maintenance items such
as caulking, light bulb and A/C
filter replacement. In addition,
FRH provides assistance with
code enforcement issues. To request service, call the 24-hour hotline at 972-996-0160 or online at
www.firstrichardsonhelpers.org.
Click on “Request for Services.”
Understanding Medicare:
Your Questions Answered
We are offering free monthly educational classes on the ABCDs of
Medicare. You will learn when and
how to apply; what is covered and
what is not; which is right for you;
Advantage versus Supplemental
plans; Part D drug plans and the
three common mistakes that could
cost you thousands; how to compare plans and prices, and more.
You will be updated on the changes
in both Social Security and Medicare. Bring your questions and stay
informed. Classes held first Tuesday of the month from 11:30 a.m.12:30 p.m. and first Thursday of the
month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Next
classes are Oct. 2 and Oct. 4.
RSVP Volunteer Program
Are you looking for a way to give
back to your community? Why not
become a volunteer for the “Richardson Rowdies?” If you are age 55
or older, you are invited to become
a Rowdies volunteer. The Rowdies
volunteer at various nonprofits
throughout Dallas County and Collin County helping with mail outs,
assembling “goodie bags” and other
light tasks. The Rowdies meet at
the Richardson Senior Center.
Transportation is provided by RSVP
to and from the volunteer locations.
For more information on how to become involved, call 214-525-6167.
Benefits Counseling
The Dallas Area Agency on Aging is able to assist with questions
about eligibility requirements for
Medicare, Medicaid, SSI and other public health benefits. Please
call 972-744-7800 to schedule for
Oct. 19.

Fitness
Chair Yoga
Chair yoga is a gentle form of yoga
that is practiced while sitting in
a chair. It helps with flexibility,
breathing, relaxation and overall
physical fitness without the difficulty of getting down or up from
the floor. Class is held Mondays
at 9 a.m. Cost is $6 per class with
membership.
Aerobic Exercise
Renate Racher teaches exercise
class Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15-9:15 a.m. Cost is
$2 with a membership.

Senior Center
Fit for Life—Beginning
Strength Training Class
Strength training that works all muscle groups. Two classes offered: first
Monday of month, 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., four weeks; first Wednesday of
month, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., four
weeks. Cost is $25 for four weeks or
$7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer Elaine Hosage
is the instructor.
Fit for Life—Intermediate
Strength Training Class
Classes for this next level of fitness begin the first Monday of the
month from 1-2 p.m. and the first
Wednesday from 10-11 a.m. for
four weeks. Cost is $25 for four
weeks or $7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer
Elaine Hosage is the instructor.
Hatha Yoga for All Ages
Bharati Amin instructs classes every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9:30-11 a.m. and Tuesday
and Thursday from 5:30-6:45 p.m.
Cost is $5 with membership.
Tai Chi for All Ages
Philip Russell teaches this fun and
energizing way to better health.
The cost is $7 per class with membership. Classes are Mondays
from 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Pickleball
Pickleball play is offered every Friday at Huffhines Rec Center, 200
N. Plano Rd., 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and
every Monday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Heights Rec Center, 711 W. Arapaho Rd. Fees are $2 to play per
day or $8 per month. Senior Center membership is required to play.
(Richardson resident Senior Center
only membership cost is a one-time
fee of $5. Nonresident Senior Center only membership is $15 a year.)
If you are interested and would like
more information, call 972-7447800.
Private Trainer
How is Your Balance?
This fitness program is designed
to help increase cardiovascular endurance, strength, flexibility and
balance. All sessions are held in a
private room. Fee is $60 a session
with a six-session commitment
($90 each session for couples).
Call 972-744-7800 to make your
appointment with personal trainer
Elaine Hosage. She has her certifications in special population (older adult) and general population
from the Cooper Institute.
Stretch and Strengthen
This class is designed for men
and women of all fitness levels.
You will regain or improve muscle
tone, balance and flexibility. Wear
comfortable loose-fitting clothing. Classes are Wednesdays from
10-11 a.m. Cost is $5 per class.
Drumba Class
NEW time and pay as you go
Join Drumba founder Dina Scott
for the newest fitness craze. Drumba is an upbeat exercise class using
drum sticks, an exercise ball and
simple body movements. Drumba
can be done seated or standing
and is a fun cardiovascular workout for all ages and abilities. Next
class is Oct. 3, 9:30-10:15 a.m.
Cost is $5 per class.
Water Aerobic Classes
We are currently looking for a certified instructor. Call the water
aerobics information line at 972744-7813 or the Senior Center at
972-744-7800 for updates. If you
are interested in being an instructor, please call 972 744-7800 for
more details or go to www.cor.net/
jobs for more information and/or
to apply online.

Senior Center
Open House Oct. 17
The City of Richardson
Parks and Recreation staff
will hold a come-and-go
open house Wednesday, Oct.
17 from 2-4 p.m. The Senior
Center Renovation Project
is just getting started and
interested residents are
welcome to drop by to meet
the Design Team and find
out what renovations and
enhancements are planned
as part of the 2015 Bond
Program.
The Senior Center is located
at 820 W. Arapaho Rd.

Games
Canasta
Thur. and Fri. 9:30 a.m.
Pinochle
Mon., Tue., Wed., 9:30 a.m.
Duplicate Bridge
Wednesday and Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Party Bridge
Friday, 10 a.m. If you are interested in taking bridge lessons, please
call 972-744-7800.
Bunco
Friday, 12:30 p.m.
Scrabble
Monday, 10 a.m.
Thursday, 3 p.m.
Saturday, 1:30 p.m.
Cribbage
Tuesday, 10 a.m.
Mah Jongg
Wed. and Thur. 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Many other games such as Chess,
Skip-bo, Rummi-Cubes, Dominos
and “42” are played by our patrons.

Senior Holiday Bazaar
Our annual Senior Holiday Bazaar will be held Friday and
Saturday, Nov. 9 and 10, from
9 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Richardson Senior Center. Registration is now open. If you are 55
or older, a resident and would
like to participate in our annual
craft sale, please fill out the registration form and mail it to the
Richardson Senior Center, 820
W. Arapaho Rd., Richardson,
TX 75080 Attn.: Holiday Bazaar.
Robin’s Nest crafters who are
active crafters will have priority.
All items must be handmade by
the crafter. Eight-foot tables with
two chairs will rent for $30 each.
A Tax ID will be required to participate.
Name:_____________________
D.O.B.: ____________________
Address:___________________
__________________________
__________________________
Phone:_____________________
Tax ID#:___________________
Craft items to be sold include:
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
Tables requested:____________
Any special requests?
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
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Library

900 Civic Center Dr.

www.richardsonpubliclibrary.com

Fall Book Sale
Friday, Oct. 5
Saturday, Oct. 6
Sunday, Oct. 7

RICHARDSON WRITES!
Writing Workshop

Publishing Ins & Outs

10 a.m.-5 p.m.
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
2-5 p.m.

3D Printing &
Tinkercad Class

Richardson Public Library

Beginner Level:
Intro to Tinkercad

Basement Program Room

RichardsonFOL.org
972-226-2167

Sugar Skull Art Workshop
Have fun creating a colorful Day of the Dead skull
Saturday, Oct. 20
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

972-744-4350

Saturday, Oct. 13, 10:30 a.m.-noon

Presenter Brian
W. Smith will
discuss the
publishing cycle
and publisher’s
expectations.

Saturday, Oct. 13
10:30 a.m.-noon

For ages 13 and up
Studio RPL (in the Basement)

Laptops provided

Registration required; call 972-744-4359.
Richardson Public Library card required.

First Floor Program Room
Adults and Teens
Registration not required.
Call 972-744-4376 for more
information.

Yoga Storytime

Adults and Teens
All supplies provided
Basement Program Room

Saturday, Oct. 13
2-3 p.m.

RICHARDSON WRITES!

Basement Program Room
For ages 5-8
Enjoy relaxation and fun with
stories, yoga, music and snacks.

Registration required;
call 972-744-4374.

TRACING YOUR ROOTS:
GENEALOGY SERIES Cookies, Crafts & Crayons
Genealogy Basics
Learn how to get started on
your genealogy search.
Presented by Librarian
Micaela Mainelli.

Tuesday, Oct. 23
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Ancestry.com

How to use this valuable resource to
learn more about your family.
Presented by Librarian Jane Nearing.

Tuesday, Oct. 30
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Using Digital
Newspapers

Locate family history through
digital newspapers.
Presented by Librarian Stacey Davis.

Tuesday, Nov. 6
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

LOCAL AUTHOR FAIR
Meet local authors, book
sale and signing.
Saturday, Nov. 3
10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
All Ages
Library Basement

Call 972-744-4376 for more information.

Come snack, craft and color with us!

Thursday, Oct. 18
3:30-4:30 p.m.
First Floor Program Room • For all ages

a teen book club for ages 13-18

Haunted House Mystery
Pretend to be haunted
house workers like zombies,
mad scientists and vampires and
solve the mystery before
the time runs out!

This month’s read:
“Last Seen Leaving”
by Caleb Roehrig

Saturday
Oct. 20
3-4:30 p.m.
Basement
Program Room
For ages 11-18

Genealogy Treasures of the
Dallas Public Library

Learn about the genealogy resources available at the Dallas
Public Library, even without a Dallas Library card.
Presented by Dallas Genealogy Librarian Ari Wilkins.

Join the discussion!

Tuesday, Nov. 13
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Second Floor Conference Room

Saturday, Oct. 20
12:30-1:30 p.m.
For more information,
call 972-744-4358.

Adults and Teens • Basement Program Room
Registration not required.
You are welcome to bring your lunch.
Call 972-744-4376 for more information.

Reserved copies of each month’s book
available at the Youth Services desk.

Explore Studio RPL
Explore and play!
Get to know all the
technology and
programs available
in Studio RPL!

Set personal goals and write a novel in 30 days in conjunction with the National Novel Writing Month Young Writers
Program. Word prompts, games and snacks will be provided.
Thursdays, Nov. 1, 15 and 29 • 6:30-7:30 p.m.
First Floor Program Room • For ages 10-17
Required registration starts Oct. 22; call 972-744-4358 or
stop by the Youth Services Help Desk.

Saturday, Oct. 27
2-4 p.m.
Basement Program Room
For all ages
Have a spooky fun time with a puppet show, stories, crafts
and trick-or-treating. The puppet show begins at 2 p.m.

Saturday
Nov. 3, 3-4 p.m.
For
ages
11-18

Regular Library hours are: Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. • Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sunday, 2-6 p.m.

Basement
Program Room
and
Studio RPL

