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Groundbreaking held for Main Street revitalization project
The City Council and City staff
took part in a ceremonial groundbreaking last month in downtown
Richardson to commemorate the
beginning of construction work for
the Main Street Redevelopment/
Reinvestment Project.
The Main Street area, now officially known as THE “core” (The
Richardson Core District), is being
renovated to create an environment where people will want to
gather and interact, which in turn
will attract new businesses and
residential developments.
Over the past year, numerous
departments have been holding
community and one-on-one meetings with business owners, residents and anyone else interested
in taking part in the plan for a new
downtown. Their feedback was instrumental in the design that will
be built and includes:
• Complete pavement replacement of Main Street from near
Sherman Street to just east of
Greenville Avenue
• Several traffic enhancements at
the Main Street/Greenville Avenue intersection, including new
turn lanes and a signal replacement
• The creation of a more pedestrian-friendly and bike-friendly
area, with new, wider sidewalks,
lighting fixtures, picnic tables,
benches, trash receptacles and
bike racks, and a pedestrian
crossing signal installed at Main
Street and McKinney Street

Pictured from left to right: City Council Members Ken Hutchenrider, Bob Dubey, Mayor Pro Tem Janet
DePuy, Mayor Paul Voelker, City Council Members Mark Solomon, Kyle Kepner, Steve Mitchell and
City Manager Dan Johnson.
• Trees planted along both sides
of Main Street and the construction of a tree-lined median
• New open space at Greenville
Avenue referred to as “Two Corners”
One of the keys to the whole
project has been the overall communications strategy to help with
the evolution of the project. In
addition to the months of public
input to create the plan, City staff
will hold weekly meetings with
downtown tenants and a website at
www.cor.net/mainstreet has been
created to support future outreach
and keep people updated on the
project. It includes traffic impact
updates, project time lines, information on project specifics and a
sign-up for direct e-mail updates.

Public Safety Campus
construction nears completion

Construction of the Main Street improvements has a planned completion date of October 2020.

Looking east on Main Street this conceptual rendering shows
planned improvements.

Annual Public Safety Expo on
City Hall grounds is Sept. 14

National Night Out
is Oct. 1
Page 8

The Richardson Fire Department will soon be moving into the
new Public Safety Campus as construction enters the homestretch.
The new Campus is located on
Greenville Avenue just north of
Main Street and will serve as home
to both the Fire and Police departments.
The new 31,000-square-foot
fire station features an administrative wing and is located on the
north end of the 10-acre property.
It includes larger, improved locker
rooms, separate quarters for female firefighters, a larger bay to
store vehicles and equipment, and
additional space for existing and
future staff.

The Police Department will
also begin moving soon into its
new 77,000-square-foot police facility, located south of the new fire
station and next to the existing detention center. Additionally, a new
7,000-square-foot police support
building will be constructed along
Main Street and is scheduled to
be complete in summer 2020. The
entire Campus will feature numerous security and operational
enhancements including secure
parking for both fire and police
employees. Once the new Campus is open, the existing fire and
police stations will be demolished
to make room for a public parking
lot and screening wall along Main
Street.

The Richardson Police Department is hosting its annual interactive Public Safety Expo Saturday,
Sept. 14 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
Richardson City Hall/Civic Center
Complex lawn, 411 W. Arapaho
Rd.
The Public Safety Expo is a free
family-friendly event that provides
an opportunity for an up-close look
at the various vehicles used by first
responders and to see demonstrations by some operational units.
The Richardson Police Department Crime Prevention Unit will
be available to provide valuable
safety information and discuss
volunteer opportunities within the
Department. There will also be

police and fire vehicles to view, a
DWI/distracted driving simulator
along with a scheduled visit from a
PHI Air Medical helicopter.
Event activities will include
demonstrations from K9 and
SWAT officers, visits from McGruff the Crime Dog mascot,
“Nat” the National Night Out
Knight mascot, face painting, a
bounce house, a bike rodeo and
more. Refreshments will also be
available for purchase.
A map for the event can be
found on page 3 of this publication. For more information, call
972-744-4955 or visit www.richardsonpolice.net.
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City Council to approve 2019-20
fiscal budget and tax rate Sept. 9
The City Council will adopt the 2019-20 fiscal budget and property tax rate at its Sept. 9 meeting.
The meeting is open to the public and will be
streamed live on the City website at www.cor.net/
CITV and broadcast live on the City’s cable TV station
on Spectrum, channel 16, and AT&T U-Verse, channel
99. On-demand replays of the meeting will also be
available at www.cor.net/CITV.

The meeting will be held at the City Hall/Civic Center at 411 W. Arapaho Rd. See schedule below.

Sept. 9

2019-20 Budget and
Property Tax Rate
adopted by City Council

7 p.m.
Council Chambers

Labor Day sanitation schedule, recycle make-up days
Due to the Labor Day holiday, there will be
NO recycling pickup, solid waste pickup
or BABIC pickup Monday, Sept. 2. There
are NO make-up days for trash collection
or BABIC. The table below shows the recycle make-up days.
Recycle collection day affected by holiday

Make-up day

Monday, Sept. 2

Tuesday, Sept. 3

Tuesday, Sept. 3

Wednesday, Sept. 4

City facility schedule for Labor Day holiday Sept. 2
Facility

Closing dates/times

City Hall/Civic Center, Municipal Court
Eisemann Center, Animal Shelter
Library, Gymnastics Center, Senior Center
Huffhines Recreation Center
Heights Recreation Center

Closed Sept. 2

Tennis Center

Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 2

Sherrill Park Golf Course

Open

Heights Family Aquatic Center

Open noon-8 p.m. Sept. 2

CITY JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Members of the Fire Department are scheduled to begin moving into the new Public Safety
Campus in downtown Richardson
very soon with the Police Department moving soon after. It is exciting to see the first phase of our
downtown revitalization plan coming to fruition. The plan has been
in the works for several years and
when fully realized should breathe
new life into our downtown area.
The Public Safety Campus is
just one way the City is investing
in downtown. We broke ground
last month on a large infrastructure improvement project that will
redefine Main Street between US
75 through downtown with landscaped tree-lined medians, wider
sidewalks and enhancements such
as new public art. Two new open
space elements will also be developed in downtown.
Thankfully the City is not the
only party interested in reinvigorating downtown. In April, it was announced that the Main Street area
will be rebranded as The Richardson Core District, also known as
THE “core.” This decision came
after months of work between developers, property and business
owners, and community leaders.
Several developers have already
announced plans for upcoming
projects in downtown Richardson.
Durkin Properties will develop several projects in and around Main
Street, while Catalyst Urban Development will create the Town
Central Project, a 14-acre urban
village located at the northeast
corner of Main Street and US 75

Mayor
Paul Voelker

paul.voelker@cor.gov

that will serve as a gateway into
downtown Richardson.
The new developments will
include a combination of retail
and residential uses and I believe
they will serve to encourage other
people to invest in downtown. We
have seen this with nearby projects
such as the Alamo Drafthouse at
the Heights Shopping Center and
Restaurant Park, which replaced
the Continental Inn.
There are a lot of exciting things
going on in downtown Richardson,
with more on the way. I know personally I can’t wait to see how it all
turns out.
Sincerely,

Paul Voelker
Mayor

Each month this section will highlight selected job openings with the City of Richardson. For a complete listing of job openings, visit www.cor.net/jobs. Call Human Resources at 972-744-4001 for more information.
Combination Inspector ($3,963-$5,732 monthly)
Building Inspection is seeking individuals interested in inspecting buildings, construction sites and construction components for compliance with Building, Plumbing and Mechanical codes and laws.
Public Safety Telecommunicator (911 Dispatcher) ($3,134-$5,137 monthly)
The Police Department is seeking individuals interested in receiving requests for police, fire and emergency
medical services.
Driver Loader ($2,603-$3,749 monthly)
Solid Waste is seeking individuals interested in driving and operating residential refuse and/or recycling collection equipment.

City Social Media
Several City departments are active on Facebook and Twitter,
including Richardson Today, the
Animal Shelter, the Eisemann
Center, the Library, Parks and Police departments and Richardson’s

Community Events. You can also
view CITV videos on YouTube.
Visit www.cor.net/SocialMedia for
a full listing.

Richardson Today Staff
Richardson Today is a monthly publication of the City of Richardson. It is free for
Richardson residents. The publication is designed to keep citizens of Richardson
informed of activities and news that may be of interest to them. If you have any
comments or suggestions concerning this or future issues, please send them to:
Editor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick McGarry
Writers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Conrad
Patricia Allbee
Graphic Design . . Heidi Herboldsheimer
Printed on recycled paper

Council Member
Bob Dubey
Place 1
bob.dubey@cor.gov

mark.solomon@cor.gov

Council Member
Kyle Kepner
Place 4

Council Member
Ken Hutchenrider
Place 5

Council Member
Steve Mitchell
Place 6

janet.depuy@cor.gov

Council Member
Mark Solomon
Place 2

Receive City news
updates by e-mail
Sign up to receive the City’s “Week
In Review” e-mail, which is sent each
Friday, as well as to receive important
notifications concerning City events,
projects, services and information
about weather-related activities and
the West Nile virus. Visit www.cor.
net/ENews, and select the options
you would like to subscribe to.

Citizens Information Services

City Hall/Civic Center
411 W. Arapaho Rd., Suite 204
Richardson, Texas 75080
972-744-4104
richardsontoday@cor.gov

Requesting an Accommodation
The City of Richardson will make all reasonable
modifications to policies and programs to ensure that
people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to
enjoy all City programs, services and activities. Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or
procedures to participate in a City program, service
or activity, are requested to contact:

Mayor Pro Tem
Janet DePuy
Place 3

ADA Coordinator
972-744-4208
411 West Arapaho Rd., Ste. 201
Richardson, TX 75080
ADACoordinator@cor.gov
Please contact the ADA Coordinator as soon as
possible, but no later than 48 hours before a scheduled event.

kyle.kepner@cor.gov

ken.hutchenrider@cor.gov

steve.mitchell@cor.gov

Contact the City Council
Richardson City Council
411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, TX 75080

972-744-4203
www.cor.net/council

About City Council Meetings
Richardson City Council meetings (second and fourth Mondays of each
month at 7 p.m.) and work sessions (Mondays at 6 p.m.) are open to the
public, and citizens are welcome to attend. Each meeting’s agenda is
posted at City Hall on a bulletin board at the west end of the building
and can be found on the City website, www.cor.net.
The agenda is posted on Friday evening prior to the Monday night meeting. You may request a copy of the agenda or more information by calling
the City Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4292.
City Council meetings and work sessions are broadcast live on the City’s
website at www.cor.net and on the City’s cable TV channel on Spectrum
(channel 16) and AT&T U-Verse (channel 99). Taped replays of the meetings are also available on the website within 24 hours.
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School Resource Officers are changing attitudes and changing lives
Walk in any Richardson Independent School District (RISD) school in Richardson during
a passing period and in addition to bustling hallways filled with students, teachers, staff and
administrators, you might see a uniformed police officer, also known as a school resource officer (SRO). The Richardson Police Department has been providing officers to RISD schools
in Richardson since 1987, a partnership between the City and the school district that was
inspired by other districts and guided by the National Association of School Resource Officers.
The officers work full time at the RISD schools that are within City of Richardson boundaries, with two at each high school, one at each junior high, one at Christa McAuliffe Learning
Center and one who travels between the elementary schools. In addition to providing law enforcement, the SRO serves in a counseling role, advising students and staff on a case-by-case
basis on how to handle certain situations, and is also an educator.
“Education is a large part of the job,” said Sgt. Brian Alcorn, who coordinates the 11 RISD
SROs. “On any given day, it might be giving instruction to teachers about vaping trends among
kids, or interacting with students in a senior history class about the Fourth and Fifth Amendments, or teaching pre-K and elementary children about what to do if they’re bullied.”
The education continues during the summer, as Richardson SROs coordinate and staff the
Police Department’s annual summer safety camp. The weekly camp teaches children entering
grades 1-4 about many safety topics including stranger danger, internet safety and water safety.
While some cities assign officers to the job of SRO, Richardson’s SRO positions are filled
through an application and interview process.
“They’re there because they want to be there,” said Sgt. Alcorn. “They want to interact with
kids and they have the skills that matter.”
Officer Tanya Evans, who just started her 13th year as a school resource officer, says it’s a
good job and a “best kept secret.”
“It’s truly a chance to impact lives,” she said. “At the end of the day, you know you’re making
a difference, where in other types of police work, we don’t always get to see the future results.”
Because the officers are present for many aspects of school, from daily classes to lunchtime to after-school sports competitions and fine arts programs, as well as weekend parades

Aid agreements cover all
aspects of disaster recovery

As part of the Texas Task Force 2 emergency response team, six
members from the Richardson Fire Department were activated to
help with tornado response efforts in Van Zandt County in 2017.
Mutual aid agreements are one of the pillars of the City of Richardson’s emergency response system. These agreements, entered into at the
local, regional and state levels, help to safeguard the City by providing
outside resources to support emergency response if needed.
“Budgetary limitations are a reality at all levels of government,” said
Mistie Gardner, the City’s Emergency Management Coordinator. “Staffing and equipment levels are based on the minimum amount you need
to support daily operations. No city can afford to purchase all of the resources a city may possibly need for any given disaster, so the mutual aid
agreements help to fill the personnel and equipment gap we face during
a disaster response and recovery operation.”
During the past few years the City has both received and provided assistance as intended by the agreements, most recently following the June
9 windstorm that knocked out power to 28 traffic signals. In the immediate aftermath of the storm, the City received 13 gas-powered generators
from nearby jurisdictions to ensure the signals were up and running as
soon as possible to facilitate traffic movement throughout the City.
Following Hurricane Harvey, 65 personnel from the City of Richardson served as part of the relief efforts. In addition to firefighters and
paramedics who deployed as part of Texas Task Force 2 and Texas Emergency Medical Task Force 2, several police officers and a 911 operator
were dispatched to Houston, while staff from the Office of Emergency
Management (OEM) helped manage emergency operations centers in
both Dallas and Austin, and aided with recovery operations in heavily
impacted jurisdictions near the coast.
Closer to home, following the Dec. 26, 2015 tornadoes, Richardson’s
Emergency Management Coordinator served as the Public Works Emergency Response Team Regional Coordinator managing public service
crews from Richardson and 16 other metroplex cities clearing debris in
Garland, Rowlett, Glenn Heights, Midlothian and Red Oak, saving those
cities millions of dollars. In addition, OEM staff served at the Dallas
County Emergency Operations Center, Garland Operation Center and
the Disaster Recovery Center to assist with both response and recovery
efforts. Six Richardson firefighters also deployed as part of Texas Task
Force 2, which specializes in urban search and rescue, in April 2017
when seven tornadoes touched down in Canton and other East Texas cities. Richardson’s Texas Task Force 2 members also assisted with search
and rescue efforts after the Garland and Rowlett tornadoes and following
the fertilizer plant explosion in West.
Overall, Richardson is part of dozens of agreements, covering everything from fire and police response to arson investigations, animal services, emergency management and emergency communications. While
some needs are obvious, others aren’t realized until after a disaster occurs.
“The need for cooperation among animal shelters came to the forefront after Hurricane Katrina displaced thousands of pets,” Gardner said.
“We work to identify manpower and equipment shortfalls that may occur
and evaluate those experienced during previous disasters, then we develop relationships and agreements to help prevent them from happening
again.”

RPD School Resource Officer Tanya Evans is pictured with students from Heights
Elementary School.
and proms, they get to know students and form strong friendships with some, even some who
originally disliked or didn’t trust police. Evans, who worked at Richardson High School for 11
years and is now the elementary school SRO, has received several kind notes from students
thanking her for her guidance and support and cites several who have chosen careers in law
enforcement or the military due to the influence of SROs.
“Building relationships is really the point of this job,” said Evans. “Every SRO in Richardson
has great stories to tell of making a difference in someone’s life.”

City of Richardson outdoor warning system
The City of Richardson tests
its outdoor warning system the
first Wednesday of every month
at noon. All City sirens now have
strobe lights which will flash
when activated, providing a visual
indicator with the audible alert.
The outdoor warning system
will be activated when:
• The National Weather Service
issues a Richardson-specific
Tornado Warning or Severe
Thunderstorm Warning with
destructive winds at 70 mph
• Trained storm spotters have reported a tornado
• Large hail (1.75 inches, golf
ball size) is imminent
• Deemed necessary by City of
Richardson officials

If you hear sirens when a test
is NOT scheduled:
• Seek shelter indoors
• Seek information through local
media
• Follow directions from local officials
• ONLY call 911 in case of an
actual emergency
For additional information regarding the test schedule, siren
locations and steps you can take
to protect yourself during emergencies, please visit www.cor.net/
em, www.cor.net/sirens or contact
the Office of Emergency Management at oem@cor.gov or 972-7440900.

Dog walker watch puts eyes on the street
If you enjoy talking regular walks with your dog, you
might consider turning those walks into community
service as part of the Richardson Police Department’s
(RPD) Dog Walker Watch program. Created by the
National Association of Town Watch (the originator
of National Night Out), Dog Walker Watch teaches
participants (both house and apartment dwellers) how
to effectively observe and report suspicious activity
when out and about in their neighborhood. Since the
RPD’s program began last year, more than 150 people
have signed up.
“I’m pleased with the amount of people that have
shown interest in the program,” said Richardson
Crime Prevention Office David Beregszaszy, who
coordinates Dog Walker Watch. “We see the difference our volunteer programs make by the low crime
numbers we have in Richardson. Dog Walker Watch
is another great resource for the Police Department to
extend their reach and get more eyes and ears in our
community, keeping our City safe.”
The Dog Walker Watch is one of five citizen crime
watch programs offered by RPD including Volunteers
in Police Service, Crime Watch Patrol, Neighborhood
Crime Watch and Video Crime Watch. Beregszaszy
noted that Dog Walker Watch has been especially
successful in engaging a younger demographic in
crime prevention, who tend to be out more on foot
than the volunteers that participate in Crime Watch
Patrol.
Free training for Dog Walker Watch applicants
(without dogs) is held at the Richardson Civic Center
about once every two months, lasting 45 minutes to
an hour. Walkers are instructed on what to look for,
what to take note of and how to identify a location
when calling police.
“It’s about seeing and reporting without confrontation,” Beregszaszy said.
He said the instruction has been beneficial to
participants not only in equipping them to help their
neighborhood, but also to help themselves, by increasing their own personal safety awareness.

Vic Culver and his dog Matilda participate in the
Dog Walker Watch program.
“A lot of time, people are on their phones or listening to music while out walking and not paying attention to what’s going on around them, or even where
they’re at,” he said. “This definitely helps change that.”
Though the program is called Dog Walker Watch,
people are welcome to walk any leashed pet—a current participant walks a goat. And if you don’t have
a pet, the program pairs with the Richardson Animal Shelter to encourage people to adopt a pet from
the Shelter, and likewise, the Shelter encourages its
adopters to participate in Dog Walker Watch.
If you are interested in applying for Dog Walker
Watch or any of the Police Department volunteer opportunities, go to www.richardsonpolice.net.
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Mayor’s Internship Program
completes second summer

The Richardson Mayor’s Summer Internship Program wrapped
up its second year with a celebratory luncheon last month for the
2019 interns and their supervisors
at the Eisemann Center. Guest
speakers included Mayor Paul
Voelker and RISD Superintendent
Dr. Jeannie Stone.
Forty-one students participated
in this year’s program, a 73 percent
increase over 2018 participation.

The program includes job skills
workshops, a job fair and eight
weeks of paid employment. Fortyfive companies, individuals and
departments served as program
sponsors, intern sponsors or host
locations.
The program is a collaborative
project between the City, RISD
and the Richardson Chamber of
Commerce. For more information,
go to www.rmsip.org.

Network of Community Ministries
celebrates new mobile food pantry

Page 5

Community Revitalization Awards
nominations are due by Sept. 30

Have a neighbor who’s improved their home’s exterior?
Know a business that has renovated their building’s appearance?
Nominate them for a Community
Revitalization Award!
The Richardson City Council
created the Community Revitalization Awards in 1994 to recognize owners who have enhanced
the community by making significant improvements to their
properties. Residential and nonresidential properties are eligible
for consideration, with more than
270 properties recognized since
the program’s inception. This is
not a grant or funding program; it
recognizes individual efforts and
seeks to encourage future individual reinvestment in our community.
Community Revitalization
Award nominations are evaluated
primarily by assessing their impact
on the surrounding area, including
how the improvements enhance

This home received a 2018 Revitalization Award.
and set a desirable precedent for
the neighborhood.
Nominations must include the
property address, a description
of the exterior/site improvements
that have been made and contact information for the property
owner and nominator (if different). Before and after photos are
particularly helpful but are not
required. Additional information

and the online nomination form
can be found on the Community
Revitalization Awards website at
www.cor.net/cra.
If you need additional information, feel free to contact the
program administrator, Keith
Krum, Senior Planner in the Development Services Department
at either 972-744-4240 or keith.
krum@cor.gov.

Ricochet Arts & Music Festival is Oct. 19
Mark your calendars now for the return of Arts Incubator of Richardson’s “Ricochet Arts & Music Festival.” This day-long celebration of the arts
takes place Oct. 19 at four Richardson venues—Heights Village, Richardson Public Library, Four Bullets Brewery and Six Springs Tavern. Ricochet
2019 will showcase the “pinball effect” of the arts, encouraging people to
go from sidewalk chalk art displays to live theatre, from musical performances to spoken word, plus how-to demonstrations, children’s activities
and more. For more information, visit www.artsincubatorrichardson.org.

Annual Giving Day to raise funds is Sept. 19
Richardson nonprofit Network of Community Ministries unveiled its
long-awaited refrigerated box truck Thursday, beginning a new Network
program called Mobile Food Pantry. Through a partnership with RISD,
the program will provide food, nutrition information and healthy recipes
on a monthly basis at high need RISD schools, for qualifying students
and their families. Network will also use the truck to pick up meat, produce, frozen foods and dry goods donations from selected retail partners,
which would otherwise go unclaimed due to lack of transport services.
The new truck was made possible through generous donations from
the Catholic Foundation, Richardson Rotary and 100 Women of Richardson. For more information about Network, visit www.thenetwork.org.

Popcorn with Police movie night
Join the Richardson Police Department for its annual “Popcorn with
Police” event, in partnership with Alamo Drafthouse Cinema-Richardson. The event will take place Thursday, Sept. 12 from 5:30-8 p.m. at
the Richardson Alamo Drafthouse Cinema. This year’s movie is Spy Kids
(rated PG) and officers will be available for a meet-and-greet beginning at
5:30 p.m. in the main lobby and seating will begin at 6 p.m. for the 6:30
p.m. showing. The $5 ticket price goes toward food purchase. Tickets are
available that night at the box office or reserve your seat online at www.
drafthouse.com/dfw/theater/richardson. The RPD will collect can food
donations for the Network of Community Ministries food pantry.
This event is a great way to get to know your police department and
ask any questions you have, while enjoying a fun family activity. We hope
to see you there! Contact the Crime Prevention Unit if you need more
information at 972-744-4955.

This month, area residents as well as friends
across the globe will get the chance to join together
to build a stronger and more vibrant local community
through the 11th annual North Texas Giving Day,
scheduled for Sept. 19. The 18-hour “giving extravaganza” sponsored by the Communities Foundation
of Texas raises money for North Texas nonprofits
through an easy-to-navigate website—with a few
clicks of a mouse and one credit card transaction,
anyone may donate to any or all of more than 2,300
nonprofits.
For more information about North Texas Giving
Day, go to www.northtexasgivingday.org.

Nextdoor plays crucial role in communications
The City of Richardson has dozens of social media channels and the
most effective tool is Nextdoor. Currently, 46 percent of all households
in Richardson are on Nextdoor, allowing the City to reach tens of thousands of people with a single post.
Nextdoor is a private social media network where residents are
grouped into neighborhoods. The way Nextdoor is set up means the
City’s Communications Department and Police Department can make
posts but cannot read posts authored by other users.
Nextdoor membership is free. To sign up and start talking with your
neighbors and receiving important information from the City, visit www.
nextdoor.com.

Summer of success: Richardson businesses featured in the news

Susan Kassen
Associate
Ebby Halliday Realtors
Reflecting favorably on Richardson’s purposeful economic development efforts and the successful
business innovators who love to

call our city home, a number of
Richardson businesses continued
to grow and achieve high-profile
milestones this summer.
Here are just a few highlights
from recent news stories about
thriving Richardson companies:
• Vertex Group, a software company that helps utilities with
technology challenges, received
a new private-equity partner,
DFW Capital Partners, which
will provide critical financial resources to power growth.
• RealPage Inc., a provider of
software and data analytics to
the real estate industry, has
made two acquisitions. The
company acquired almost all
of the assets of CRE Global
Enterprises, LLC, a holding

company for Hipercept. RealPage also acquired the assets of
Waco’s SimpleBills, which enables easier utility-bill payments
for students and their property
managers.
• Raytheon, one of the world’s
largest defense contractors and
one of North Texas’ largest employers, is planning to add hundreds of high-tech jobs to its
Intelligence, Information and
Services business unit in Rich-

ardson due to increased demand
from core customers.
• State Farm announced it aims
to hire between 100 and 300
people a month through the
end of this year at its CityLine
campus. Overall, the company
is planning to add roughly 3,000
employees here in 2019.
• Naturich Labs, a beauty product manufacturing company,
is building a 100,000-squarefoot headquarters office and a

50,000-square-foot warehouse
and manufacturing facility in
Richardson.
These stories are a powerful
testament to Richardson’s robust
business climate, further reinforcing Richardson’s well-deserved
reputation as an extremely attractive place to do business.
Susan Kassen is an associate of
Ebby Halliday Realtors and also is
a member of the Richardson Chamber’s board of directors and serves
as vice chairman of budget and finance.
“From the Boardroom” is a recurring
guest column featuring viewpoints
from Richardson business and civic
leaders, produced in cooperation
with the Richardson Chamber of
Commerce.
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Calendar

Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd. • 972-744-7800

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

Please call 972-744-7800 to RSVP for events that require registration.
National Senior Center Month
We will be celebrating National Senior Center Month with
free activities all month long! These activities include:
Sept. 3, 9:30 a.m.
Fitness evaluations and healthy snacks
Sept. 10, 1 p.m.
Presentation on the origin of the Boy Scout Band
Sept. 11-12
Flu shots will be offered from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 11, and 1-5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12. Call 972-744-7800
to make your appointment or for more information.

Library

Upcoming Trips

Sept. 16, 10 a.m.
Mental aerobic games and drawing for a prize
Sept. 19, 2 p.m.
Bingo Bash with special prizes and snow cones
Sept. 24, 10-11 a.m.
Carter Eye Screening
Sept. 25, 10 a.m.
Texas Winds concert
Sept. 26, noon
The New Horizons Band will perform at the Senior Center.
Sept. 30, noon
National Night Out at the Senior Center.

900 Civic Center Dr. • 972-744-4350

ADULT/GENERAL INTEREST

Oklahoma City—Sept. 17-18
We will head north to the capital of Oklahoma to visit the National
Cowboy Museum, the state capital building, the National Memorial
at the Murrah Building bombing site, with accommodations at the
unusual 21C Hotel & Museum. Our stay at the 21C Hotel will include
a curator-led tour of the art exhibit and dinner in the hotel’s gourmet
restaurant.
Bosque County Norwegian Trip—Oct. 23
Enjoy fall in Bosque County. You will spend the day immersed in
Norwegian history and heritage of Bosque County.
Call Beth Owens at 972-744-7810 for more information on upcoming
trips.

The Library will be closed Sept. 2
for the Labor Day holiday.

Sept. 2

Sept. 3

Sept. 4

Sept. 7

Sept. 7

Sept. 7

Sept. 11

Sept. 11

Sept. 12

Sept. 14

Sept. 14

Sept. 16

Sept. 17

Sept. 18

Sept. 18

Sept. 18

Sept. 19

Sept. 19

Sept. 20

Sept. 21

Sept. 21

Sept. 27

Sept. 28

Sept. 28

LIBRARY CLOSED FOR THE LABOR DAY
HOLIDAY The Library will reopen Sept. 3
at 9 a.m.

TECH SAVVY: INTRODUCTION TO
PHOTOSHOP 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Basement Training Room. Registration required.
Call 972-744-4359 for information.

DROIDS AND DRUIDS BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. Theme is “Pick Your Portal.” Call Kayla at 972-744-4350 or e-mail kayla.hollis@
cor.gov for information.

FOURTH TUESDAY BOOKBABBLE
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “The Women in the Castle” by Jessica Shattuck. Call Janet at 972-744-4352 for
information.
BOOKS & MUSIC: A HARMONIOUS
COMBO AT THE LIBRARY 7-8:30 p.m.
Basement Training Room. “The Music
Shop” by Rachel Joyce and a Richardson
Symphony Orchestra String Quartet.
COMPUTER CLASS: GOOGLE DRIVE BASICS 10:30-11:30 a.m. Basement Training
Room. Richardson Public Library card
needed to register. Call 972-744-4359 for
information.

RICHARDSON READS ONE BOOK
AUTHOR LECTURE TICKETS
Free tickets for the Sept. 24 Attica Locke will
be available at the First Floor Information
Desk.
DEWEY KNIT
2-4 p.m. First Floor Program Room. Call Jane
at 972-744-4355 for information.

DIGITAL DROP-IN: GET HELP USING
YOUR eREADER 10 a.m.-noon. Second
Floor Lobby.

THIRD WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “The Myth of the Perpetual Summer”
by Susan Crandall. Call Tamara at 972-7444393 for information.
REAL READS BOOK CLUB
7:30-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “American Philosophy: A Love Story”
by John King. Call Tamara at 972-744-4393
for information.
FIND IT WITH GOOGLE: HANDS-ON
WORKSHOP 10:30 a.m.-noon. Basement
Training Room. Richardson Public Library
card needed to register. Call 972-744-4359
for information.

FIRST WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
7-8:45 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room.
“The Better Angels of our Nature” by Steven
Pinker. Presented by Paulette Platko. Call
Tamara at 972-744-4393 for information.

SECOND WEDNESDAY BOOKBABBLE
10:30-11:45 a.m. Second Floor Conference
Room. “Pachinko” by Min Jin Lee. Call Janet
at 972-744-4352 for information.

COMPUTER CLASS: MICROSOFT
POWERPOINT 2016 BEGINNER LEVEL
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Basement Training
Room. Richardson Public Library card
needed to register. Call 972-744-4359 for
information.
COMMUNITY WRITERS’ CRITIQUE
GROUP 6:45-8:45 p.m. Basement Program
Room. E-mail WGTCritiqueGroup@gmail.com
for more information.

BEGINNING 3D PRINTING WITH
TINKERCAD 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Basement Training Room. Richardson Public
Library card needed to register. Call 972744-4359 for more information.
DIGITAL DROP-IN: GET HELP USING
YOUR eREADER 10 a.m.-noon. Second
Floor Lobby.

DIGITAL DROP-IN: GET HELP USING
YOUR eREADER 10 a.m.-noon. Second
Floor Lobby.

PEACE CORPS: SERVE AT ANY AGE
6:30-7:30 p.m. Presented by Jamie Salabogi. Basement Training Room.

WRITERS’ GUILD OF TEXAS
7-8:30 p.m. Basement Program Room.
Strong Female Characters presented by
Melissa Lenhardt. Call 972-744-4376 or visit
www.wgtonline.org for information.

ROMANTIC INTERLUDES BOOK CLUB
7-8:45 p.m. Theme is Past or Present Buns
and Roses Author. Second Floor Conference Room. Call Karen at 972-744-4350 for
information.
DIGITAL DROP-IN: GET HELP USING
YOUR eREADER 10 a.m.-noon. Second
Floor Lobby.

GET TECH SAVVY: AUDACITY 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Basement Training Room.
Registration required. Call 972-744-4359 for
information.

CHILDREN/YOUTH
Please call 972-744-4358 for more information.
Sept. 6

Sept. 7, 14, 21

Sept. 7

Sept. 7

Sept. 9

Sept. 11

Sept. 12

Sept. 13

Sept. 14

Sept. 19

Sept. 20

Sept. 20

Sept. 21

Sept. 26

Sept. 28

Sept. 29

COOKIES, CRAFTS AND CRAYONS
3:30-4:30 p.m. First Floor Program Room.

CUBETROOP RUBIK’S CUBING HOW-TO
4-5 p.m. Studio RPL. Registration required.

EISEMANN CENTER PRESENTS! FAMILY
THEATRE SERIES PREVIEW PARTY
2-3:30 p.m. Basement Program Room.
TEEN ADVISORY BOARD MEETING AND
RROB WESTERN MURDER MYSTERY
2-3 p.m. and 3-4 p.m. Basement Program
Room.

Discover

SATURDAY MORNING KIDS STORYTIME
10:30-11 a.m. First Floor Program Room.

CUBETROOP RUBIK’S CUBING HOW-TO
4-5 p.m. Studio RPL. Registration required.

PIRATES: THE DUEL WITH SAM NASH 4-5
p.m. Basement Training Room.

LEGO MINDSTORM ROBOTICS
4-5:30 p.m. Basement Program Room. For
ages 8-10. Required registration begins Sept.
16.

A NOVEL IDEA TEEN BOOK CLUB
2-3 p.m. Second Floor Conference Room.
“You Bring the Distant Near” by Mitali
Perkins.
PICK-A-BOOK CLUB
4-4:30 p.m. First Floor Program Room.
Ages 4-6.
C-TECH KIDS CLUB: LITTLEBITS
CODING 4-5 p.m. Studio RPL. For ages 9-12.
Required registration begins Sept. 3.

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL: DRIVE-IN
MOVIE MORNING 10:30-11:30 a.m. Basement Program Room. Required registration
begins Sept. 3.

A NEVERLAND AFTERNOON WITH
REPERTORY COMPANY THEATRE
3:30-4:30 p.m. Basement Program Room.
Ages 5-8.
CUBETROOP RUBIK’S CUBING HOW-TO
4-5 p.m. Studio RPL. Registration required.

STEAM STARTERS
4-5 p.m. First Floor Program Room. Ages
6-8.
TALES FOR TAILS
3-4 p.m. First Floor Program Room. For
grades K-4. Free tickets available at 2:30 p.m.

RICHARDSON

News • Events • Shopping • Business • Richardson Chamber of Commerce
The Chamber’s newest program, Discover Richardson, is aimed at connecting Richardson’s communities to the quality products, services and restaurants available
from Chamber businesses, while also providing information about the news and
events going on in Richardson. Not only will you have a great time at these businesses, but you’ll also be helping the City’s economy. For more information on
Discover Richardson, visit www.richardsonchamber.com/shop.

RichardsonToday.com is a responsive and mobile-friendly website with tabs for
news, events, videos, environmental, and arts and culture. To keep up to date with
what is happening in Richardson, visit www.richardsontoday.com.
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Arts/Culture
RCT performs award-winning Peter Pan prequel
Repertory Company Theatre
brings “Peter and the Starcatcher”
to stage this month. The five-time
Tony Award winner is a wildly theatrical, hilarious and innovative retelling of how a miserable orphan
came to be “The Boy Who Would
Not Grow Up.” Take a hilarious romp through the Neverland
you never knew with “Peter and
the Starcatcher,” the most mayhem-filled evening of madcap fun
this season! Based on the best-selling novel by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson, this swashbuckling
prequel to Peter Pan will have you
hooked from the moment you let
your imagination take flight.
Performances are scheduled for
Sept. 20-28 at 770 N. Coit Rd. in

2351 Performance Dr.

For tickets visit www.eisemanncenter.com
or call the Ticket Office at 972-744-4650
RICHARDSON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA “CELESTIAL CELEBRATION”
(8 p.m. Sept. 7. $15-$70.)
SPECTACULAR FOLLIES “A NEW ATTITUDE”
(2 p.m. Sept. 12-15; 7 p.m. Sept. 14. $22-$55. www.seniorfollies.com)
THE DA’LOUNA ENSEMBLE
(8 p.m. Sept. 20. $25-$100.)
SUGATI
(5 p.m., Sept. 21. $20-$50.)
Richardson. Show times are 7:30
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and
2 p.m. Sundays. Ticket prices are
$28 for adults and $17 for youth,
with discounted tickets available
for groups of 10 or more. For more

RTC brings “Toward Zero” to Richardson
The Richardson Theatre Centre continues its 2019 season with
a performance of Agatha Christie
and Gerald Verner’s mystery thriller, “Toward Zero.” The show will
run Sept. 6-22.
In “Toward Zero,” Lady Tressilian, an old and humorless woman
confined to her bed, invites several guests into her seaside home
of Gull’s Point for two weeks at
the end of the summer. Tennis
star Nevile Strange, former ward
of Lady Tressilian’s deceased
husband, incurs her displeasure
by bringing both his new wife,
Kay, and his ex-wife, Audrey,
thus causing awkward romantic
misunderstandings. But events
soon become sinister when Lady
Tressilian is killed and Superintendent Battle, who is holidaying
nearby in the home of his nephew,
finds himself in a labyrinthine
maze of clues and deception
Performances take place at 518
W. Arapaho Rd., Suite 113. Shows
are Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Fri-

Eisemann Center

information, visit www.rcttheatre.
com or call the box office at 972690-5029.
The RCT is partially sponsored by
the Richardson Cultural Arts Commission.

Coming up at
the Civic Center

CHAMBER MUSIC INTERNATIONAL “GHOST OPERA—CMI”
(7:30 p.m. Sept. 27. $10-$40. www.chambermusicinternational.org)
MOHSEN NAMJOO & THE BAND
(8 p.m. Sept. 27. $30-$100. www.mohsennamjoo.com)
GRACE FOR IMPACT “A NIGHT FOR SIGHT”
(5:30 p.m. Sept. 28. $50-$100. www.graceforimpact.org)
LYNDA CARTER “THIS LIFE: MY MUSIC MY STORY”
(7:30 p.m. Sept. 28. $45-$200. www.lyndacarter.com.com)
CHILDHOODLOST FOUNDATION “NOT WITHOUT MY HIJAB”
(1 p.m. and 5 p.m. Sept. 29. $37-$77. www.graceforimpact.org)

Twice as Nice
Consignment Sale
Sept. 21
www.ndmot.com

days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 2 p.m. Thursday and
Sunday performances are $20,
while Friday and Saturday performances are $22. Groups of eight
or more receive $2 off each ticket.
Visit www.richardsontheatrecentre.net or call 972-699-1130 for
more information.
The Richardson Theatre Centre
is partially sponsored by the Richardson Cultural Arts Commission.

Anti-bullying Teen
Rough-ing Event
Sept. 28
www.antibullyingroughing.
org/anti-bullying-teenrough-ing-event
Accommodates groups
from 10-750
Call us! 972-744-4090

411 W. Arapaho Rd.
Richardson, Texas 75080
www.cor.net/civiccenter

Register online at: thenetwork.org

“Celestial Celebration” is Sept. 7
Music, art and technology will come together when “Celestial Celebration” is performed at the Eisemann Center Sept. 7. Inspired by
the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing, the Richardson
Symphony Orchestra is collaborating with UT Dallas’ School of Arts,
Technology and Emerging Communication (ATEC) and the Richardson Community Chorale for the multimedia experience.
The RSO will perform Josef Strauss’ “Music of the Spheres, Claude
Debussy’s “Claire de Lune,” and Gustav Holst’s “The Planets,” accompanied by nine video pieces produced by ATEC faculty and students.
“The Planets” will feature a female chorus from the Richardson Community Chorale. Images by renowned artist/scientist Dr. Donna Cox
will be incorporated into the video pieces.
“Celestial Celebration” was made possible thanks to a donation
from the Ann and Charles Eisemann Arts Innovation Initiative, which
was developed to encourage collaboration between arts leaders in our
community. The performance begins at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15-$70 are
available at the Eisemann Center Ticket Office, 972-744-4650 and at
www.eisemanncenter.com.

Southwestern Watercolor Society
exhibition underway at Eisemann Center
More than 80 watercolor and water media paintings are now on exhibit at the Eisemann Center as part of the Southwestern Watercolor
Society’s 56th Annual Member Exhibition. The exhibit is open to the
public and will run through Saturday, Sept. 28.
The exhibit features all types of watercolor and water media painting, from abstract to realistic, landscapes to floral, portraits to animal.
Most of the paintings will be for sale. Artists in the exhibit hail from
across the United States and were chosen from 412 entries. The juror
for the show is internationally recognized artist Vlad Yeliseyev. Winners will be announced Sept. 22.
The public may view the exhibition for free any time during the
Mezzanine Gallery hours, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through Saturday,
or any time during public events. The Eisemann Center is located at
2351 Performance Dr.

UNIDOS Helps Bring Families Together
The Richardson Police Department’s UNIDOS program hosted a Back to School Fest and Movie Night
Aug. 2 at St. Paul the Apostle Parish Center. Around
500 people took part in the event, which featured
face painting, free school supplies, popcorn, ice
cream and a movie.
UNIDOS is a community outreach program designed to assist Spanish-speaking residents in the
Richardson area. UNIDOS meetings are held every
quarter and conducted entirely in Spanish. For
more information, contact Barbara Lopez-Cepeda
at 972-744-4830 or visit www.cor.net/unidos. To see a video of the event produced by the City’s Communications Department, visit www.richardsontoday.com/unidos-helping-bring-families-together.

University of Texas at Dallas
Reading the World Book Club
UT Dallas’ Center for Translation Studies, in partnership with the UT Dallas McDermott Library and the
UTD Bookstore, will host its first Reading the World Book Club discussion of the fall semester on Sept.
24. The featured book is Orhan Pamuk’s “My Name is Red,” published in 2002. Pamuk won the Nobel
Prize for Literature in 2006.
The Reading the World Book Club is open to the public and meets six times per year to discuss
best-selling and literary fiction written by foreign authors while raising awareness of the value of
translation. The Sept. 24 discussion will be held in the conference room of the McDermott Library’s administrative suite, room MC 4.2 (4th floor), beginning at 6 p.m. For more information, visit
www.utd.edu/ah/events.

www.cor.net/culture
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RCPAAA presents $3,000 college scholarships
The Richardson Citizen Police Academy Alumni
Association (RCPAAA) recently presented $3,000
scholarships to Bethany Allison Nors and Gunner
Mitchell Locke, students whose parents are members of the Richardson Police Department. Nors is
the daughter of retired Sgt. Danny Nors and Locke is
the son of Sgt. Claude Locke.
Following her graduation from Trenton High
School in 2018, Nors is now a student at Texas A&M
University majoring in allied health with a goal of becoming a physician assistant or physician specializing
in pediatric neurology. Nors is active with the Fellowship Church, serving as an officer for both CHAARG

and Aggies United and as a member of both Be the
Match on Campus and MedLife.
Locke graduated from Reedy High School in Frisco
and plans to major in accounting at the University of
Arkansas with the goal of becoming an accountant
and eventually establishing his own accounting firm.
Locke was active in the football, track and wrestling
programs. His volunteer activities included participation in the “Carry the Load” event, numerous church
and PTA activities and elder care service projects.
Over the last 14 years, the RCPAAA has awarded
$41,000 in scholarships to college-bound students
who are family members of RPD employees.

Pictured from left: Claude Locke, Gunner Locke
and Anna Hawkins.

Pictured from left: Danny Nors, Rachel Nors,
Bethany Nors and Alicia Nors.

September is National Preparedness Month
September is National Preparedness Month and provides an opportunity to remind us that we all must
prepare ourselves and our families now and throughout the year. The theme for this year is “Prepared Not
Scared.”
Preparing your family for an emergency is as simple as a conversation over dinner and it is important to
include kids in the disaster planning process.
• Review your family emergency plan together so that they know what to do even if you are not there.
• Practice your fire escape plan by having a home fire drill at least twice a year with everyone in the home.
• Practice evacuating in the car with your animals, so they’re more familiar if you need to evacuate in an
emergency.
• Download a group texting app so your entire circle of family and friends can keep in touch before, during
and after an emergency.
• Be prepared for a power outage by having enough food, water and meds to last for at least 72 hours.
For more information visit www.cor.net/EM or www.ready.gov.

National Night Out
is Tuesday, Oct. 1
The Richardson Police Department (RPD)
is celebrating National Night Out Tuesday,
Oct. 1 from 6-8 p.m. The annual event showcases the vital importance of police-community partnerships and resident involvement in
our fight to build a safer nation.
This year the RPD is asking residents
holding neighborhood block parties to promote “preventing burglary of motor vehicles” by using signage and other
themed materials. According to RPD statistics, the most frequently
reported criminal offense in Richardson is “burglary of a motor vehicle”
and the majority of the vehicles were unlocked. Always remember to
remove your valuables from your vehicle and lock the doors.
This is the 30th year the City of Richardson has participated in National Night Out (NNO), an annual recognition of police-community
partnerships across the nation. This is the 36th year of the Richardson
Police Department’s local Neighborhood Watch program and the goal
of both programs is to enhance the quality of life for people within their
own communities.
For more information, and to register your block party, go to www.
richardsonpolice.net or contact the Crime Prevention Unit at 972-7444955.

Order “UPlantIt” Boxed Gardens

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension’s Water University is taking
orders for its new “UPlantIt” boxed gardens until Sept. 20.
The plants and garden designs make it easy for gardeners
(and non-gardeners) to plant perennial flower gardens.
The boxes include three “plant-by-number” garden design layout
options and 32 starter plants (with 14 different varieties) that are
tagged and numbered to correspond with the designs. The plants
are water-saving, native and adaptive plants that attract butterflies, bees and other pollinators and are proven to flourish in North
Texas’ soils and unpredictable climate.
The boxed gardens may be ordered online through Sept. 20 and
must be picked up Sept. 28 between 8 a.m.-noon at one of four
designated pick-up locations in the DFW area. Cost is $95 per box.
To order or for more information, go to https://wateruniversity.
tamu.edu/products/uplantit-gardens/.

Keep Your Lawn Healthy and Green

The maintenance superintendent at Sherrill Park Golf
Course recently offered some advice to help residents keep
their lawns healthy and green.
The secret to a great looking lawn includes watering
and mowing regularly and applying fertilizer once or
even twice a year. Always use a fertilizer that has a least
50 percent of a slow release to get half of it immediately and the
other 50 percent is generally going to be released over a six- to
eight-week period. The secret to a great lawn is properly maintaining it with water, mowing it and fertilizing it.

Residential/business burglaries May 16-Aug. 15

The Richardson Police Department Crime
Prevention Unit reports crime statistics by
Incident Reporting Areas (IRAs). Locate your
residence or business on the IRA map. If the
IRA in which you reside or have a business is
shaded, the number represents the total burglaries reported. If the IRA is not shaded, no
burglaries were reported.
Visit the Police Department website at
www.cor.net/crimestats for online statistics. If
you have any questions about these statistics,
contact the Richardson Crime Prevention Unit
at 972-744-4955.
Residential burglaries reported in blue.
Business burglaries reported in red.

Help feed
children
everywhere

The Richardson Interfaith
Alliance, along with the City
of Richardson, the Richardson
Chamber of Commerce and
Compassionate DFW, invites
the community to volunteer side
by side at the fifth annual Feeding Children Everywhere food
bagging event, to be held at the
Richardson Civic Center Sunday, Sept. 8 from noon-4:30 p.m.
The goal is to provide 100,000
nonperishable healthy meals to
make an impact on hunger in the
north Dallas County area.
Registration is required to volunteer for each 45-minute slot.
To register and/or provide a financial contribution, go to www.
feedingchildreneverywhere.com/
volunteer.
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972-744-4300

Parks & Recreation

www.cor.net/parks

City golf champion named
The annual City Championship Golf Tournament was held
at Sherrill Park Golf Course Aug.
17-18. Jose Medina won the title
by shooting 68-75 for a two-day
total of 144. Top finishers in each
flight were:
Championship Flight
1) Jose Medina 146
2) Noah Hasse 149
3) Rob Mann 149
4) Jason Kim 153
5) Paul Brand 155

COTTONWOOD PARK
RICHARDSON, TEXAS

Art Festival

OCTOBER 5-6

Saturday: 10a-7p
Sunday: 10a-5p
FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING
COTTONWOODARTFESTIVAL.COM

CELEBRAT ING TH E ART OF F U N FO R 5 0 Y E A R S

Huffhines Tennis Center

Junior League Golf

The Huffhines Tennis Center has 10 lighted
courts, a fully stocked pro shop and private and
semi-private lessons. Lessons for juniors and
adults are available in group or one-on-one settings. Private lessons are available in 30-minute or
one-hour blocks.
Huffhines Tennis Center is
located in the southeast corner of Huffhines Park. Reservations are made by calling
972-744-7870. For information, visit www.cor.net/tennis.

PGA Junior League Golf is designed to bring
a Little League atmosphere to the game of golf.
With teams of boys and girls, age 13 and under,
it provides a structured league environment for
young golfers to compete and have fun! This is a
great way to get, and keep, kids involved in the
game!
The fall 2019 Junior League season begins
Sept. 21 and includes five matches, all held at
Sherrill Park. Cost is $200 and includes matches,
five practices and a skills challenge.
For more information, visit www.myperformancegolf.com/junior-league-golf.

First Flight
1) Ben Brister 143
2) Larry Gorzycki 152
3) Jeff Hagerich 155
4) Larry Trowell 156

Jose Medina
3) Van Wright 154
4) Victor Puga 155
5) Teddy Razon 158

Second Flight
1) Johnny Phillips 152
2) David Lawrence 155
3) Alto Rey 157
4) Mike Ubben 162
5) Jeff Kroehle 163
Third Flight
1) Joe Palos 153 (won playoff)
2) Evan Bolanz 153

Fourth Flight
(Net Division)
1) Don Vance 137
2) Jim Coyle 139
3) John Trickle 142
4) Bob Baskett 143
5) Ronny Rapheal 146

Christmas Parade is Dec. 7
The 47th Annual Richardson Christmas Parade has been scheduled
for Saturday morning, Dec. 7. This year’s theme will be “A Lone Star
Christmas.” Individuals and groups are encouraged to represent the
theme with costumes, vehicles and floats. The registration form will
be available online at www.cor.net/christmasparade beginning Nov. 1.
The registration deadline is Nov. 24.
For information on the parade or becoming a Friend of the Parade,
contact Sarah Patton at sarah.patton@cor.gov, Heidi Scalice at heidi.
scalice@cor.gov or call 972-744-7850.

Recess is a day of
play during RISD Staff
Development/ Student
Holidays. We will have
fun at Heights Park and
then retreat to Heights
Recreation Center for
indoor activities. Come
with a sack lunch, water
bottle, plenty of snacks
and your playful side.

Richardson Pool Schedules

Cottonwood and Glenville pools closed July 31
Canyon Creek and Terrace pools closed Aug. 11
The final day of the swim season at Heights Family Aquatic Center
will be Labor Day, Sept. 2.
Dates

Hours

Aug. 31- Sept. 2

noon-8 p.m.

Fall Session:
Monday, Oct. 7
#15032 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Registration deadline Sept. 30.

Tuesday, Nov. 5
#15033 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Heights Recreation Center
Grades: Kindergarten to 5th grade
$20 per child for early registration
$25 per child after deadline

Registration deadline Oct. 29.

October
19-20
Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

HuffhinesArtTrails.com
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Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd.

972-744-7800

All activities listed on pages 10-11 take place at the Richardson Senior Center unless otherwise noted.
Additional Senior Center related activities can be found on page 6. Call 972-744-7800 for more information.
Hours of Operation: Mon., Tue., Thurs., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.—Wed. and Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.—Sat., 1-5 p.m.
Special Events and Trip Information

Special events and trip information can be found
on page 6 of this publication.

Classes
For all classes, unless otherwise noted, you may pay online at www.cor.net/parksonline,
by phone with a credit card or in
person with a credit card, check or
cash.
Technology Help Desk
Instructor Ed Sanders is offering
assistance for any Windows or Android portable device (cell phone,
smartphone, laptop or reader) or any
solution accessible via the device
and the internet (e-mail, Facebook,
website maintenance, photography,
application usage and install/removal). This is a great opportunity
to resolve your technology challenge
and increase your knowledge. Assistance is available the fourth Saturday of every other month. Help is
available from 2-4 p.m. Next session is Oct. 26. No fee.
How to Use Ride Share
This class will answer: What is
ride share? How much does it
cost? Where is it available? Is it
safe? How do you request the service and food delivery? You will
also learn about other transportation services available. Next class
is Sept. 7. Class is held 1:30-3:30
p.m. Cost is $10 with membership; $13 without. Please bring
your iPhone or Android smartphone to class.

Ukulele Players
Attention all ukulele enthusiasts
and potential ukulele players. Let’s
get together to play, share songs
and techniques. All levels of players are welcome. Thursday nights,
7-9 p.m. No fee. Senior Center
membership required.
Great Family Storytelling 1.0
L.E. Taylor, author of “Elgan and
Grace—A Twentieth Century
Saga,” believes “everyone has a
story to tell.” This workshop will
stimulate and strengthen the brain
through personal recall of life experiences. You do have your own
story to tell and the joy of sharing
your story with others. Next session TBA. Cost is $80 with membership.
Plus Square Dance
Dance the first, third and fifth
Mondays from 7-9 p.m. Cost is
$50 per dancer per quarter (membership is required). There is a
$10 drop-in fee with membership
or a $13 drop-in fee without.
Plus
Square Dance Lessons
Square dancing is a great way to
participate in a low-impact activity,
meet new friends and be a part of
a fun, friendly community of dancers. Fee is $85 per person. A Senior
Center membership is required.
Please call 972 744-7800 for next
session start date.

ABC Quilting
Students will learn basic appliqué
techniques to build their skills and
tabletop basting will be taught. A
large standing basting frame will
be available for those who have
constructed quilt tops and need to
pin, thread baste or tie their quilts.
Hand piecers are welcome in this
class, as are other quilters needing
extra time to “catch up” on their
quilt tops. Class meets every Monday from 2-6 p.m. Cost for the
class is $16 a month with membership. Jan Eby is the instructor.

Quilt Essentials
Learn the art of hand piecing and
quilting as well as sewing machine
piecing and quilting. Class meets
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Cost for beginners and first-time
students is $35 per month and
for advanced students is $15 per
month with a membership. Free
buddy-sewing time is from 8-10
a.m. Tuesdays. Darlene Martin is
the instructor.
AARP
“Smart Driver” Program
Anyone 50 years and older may attend. The completion certificate
is used for automobile insurance
premium reductions. Please check
with your insurance company for
percentage of reduction. The certificate does not qualify for a traffic citation dismissal. Cost is $15
for AARP members and $20 for
nonmembers. Reservations may
be made by calling 972-744-7800.
Please pay the instructor at the
time of the class. Classes are held
at the Richardson Senior Center.
Sept. 12

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Sept. 19

6-10 p.m.

“Color My World”
Come join the coloring for adults
craze. Coloring is reintroducing
art as an important component of
health and wellness. Color pens,
crayons and pictures will be provided or bring your own. A table
will be set up with coloring supplies every Thursday from 1-4 p.m.
for visiting and coloring. A multigenerational table is available for
you to enjoy the fun of coloring
with your grandchildren. No fee.
Watercolor
Renata Sharman will offer watercolor classes for all painting levels.
Students will learn the basics of
materials, tools and techniques
of watercolor. Intermediate and
advanced self-paced students are
welcome. Classes are held Tuesdays for four consecutive weeks
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. New session
starts Sept. 3. Cost is $80 with
membership or $22 per class.
Please call 972-744-7800 for the
class supply list.

The Richardson Senior Center welcomes adults ages 55 and older. This facility is especially
designed for senior enjoyment, and the staff looks forward to the opportunity to provide an atmosphere of enrichment and fellowship.
Unfortunately, the Center is not licensed to provide the services of an Adult Care facility. So,
for the benefit of all patrons, the Center requires that all participants take full responsibility of
their own physical care and hygiene. Those patrons needing assistance, or who lack the ability to
navigate a wheelchair or walker independently, are welcome to be accompanied by a caregiver or
an assistant. Your understanding and cooperation is appreciated.

Oil and Acrylic Painting
A new four-week session of painting instruction starts the first
Thursday of each month from 1-4
p.m. Beginner and intermediate
levels of painters are encouraged
to attend. Joanna Clifton is the
instructor. Cost is $80 for four
monthly classes with membership.
Fun with Oils
A new session of oil painting
classes begins the first Thursday
of each month from noon-4 p.m.
Instructor Andrew Wages has 20
years of experience teaching and
has painted for 50 years. Cost
for the class is $85 a month with
membership.
Beginners
Conversational Spanish
This is a beginner-level class. The
next eight-week session TBA. Call
972-744-7800 for information.
Intermediate
Conversational Spanish
Brush up on your Spanish skills by
joining this class. Some knowledge
of the Spanish language is required.
The next eight-week session begins
Sept. 12 from 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Cost is $52 with membership.
Advanced
Conversational Spanish
Advanced Spanish class will build
on the Intermediate class. The next
eight-week session starts Sept. 12,
1-2 p.m. Cost is $48 with a Senior
Center membership.

Crochet
Classes are taught Thursdays from
2:15-4:15 p.m. The price is $5 per
class. For new students, please
bring a #J or #H crochet hook and
a skein of four-ply yarn.

Pocket Billiards Class
Ted Swanson offers individually
scheduled two-hour classes Monday-Thursday and Saturday, 1:303:30 p.m. Each class has a two
student maximum. Beginner to
advanced skill levels are welcome.
Register before day of class or call
972-744-7800. Cost is $10 per
person/per class.
Bridge Lessons
Learn how to play Party Bridge
Wednesdays from 2-4 p.m. Call
972-744-7800 for next five-week
session. Cost is $50 with membership; $53 without.

Programs
Out to Lunch Bunch
Sept. 17
The Out to Lunch Bunch will
leave for Norma’s Cafe at 10:30
a.m. Cost is $1 for transportation
and the cost of lunch is on your
own. Call 972-744-7800 to sign
up.
Senior Table Tennis
Players who love the game are invited to play Tuesday and Thursday
from 7-9 p.m. and Saturday from
1-4:45 p.m.

Senior Bowling League
The Roadrunner Bowling League is
a great way to meet new people and
exercise at the same time. We have
openings for regular members and
subs for the 2019 season. For more
information, contact Richard Steffen, president, at 972-865-9613.
Senior Golf League
The Richardson Senior Golf
League is open to men and women
55 years or older playing at all skill
levels. The members are divided
evenly into four flights. All play is at
Sherrill Park on Monday mornings
with a shotgun start. The league is
for the enjoyment of golf, and several league rules have been adapted to speed up play and increase
the pleasure of the game. Please
contact Tom Zale, president, at
972-238-9258, or Jim White at
972-234-6167/jmjwhite@tx.rr.com
for more information.

Tennis League
Richardson’s Huffhines Tennis
Center offers times exclusive to
seniors. The senior men’s group
plays Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 8 a.m.-noon. The
ladies group plays Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 a.m.-noon. A
3.0 (intermediate skill level) is required for both men and women
players. Lessons are available to
help players achieve this level. For
information, call 972-744-7870.
AARP Richardson Chapter
The Richardson AARP Chapter
#1651 meets the third Monday of
the month at 1 p.m. at the Senior
Center. All are welcome. See you
Sept. 16.
Scrabble Club
Join us Mondays at 10 a.m. for
scrabble. Meet new friends, exercise your mind and have a fun day
playing scrabble. Children over 16
are welcome to participate. Players ages 12-15 must attend with
an adult.
Mental Aerobics
Riddles, word games, puzzles, trivia and a general mental playground
will help keep your brain activity sharp. We have a large room
and welcome drop-ins who enjoy
thinking activities that require no
study, memorization, practice or
stress. Mondays at 10 a.m.
Sing-A-Long
Come and sing your favorite melodies at our sing-a-long at 1 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month.
Tatting
Tatting is an ancient art of making
lace with a shuttle and string using
one stitch. We meet every Tuesday
from 3:30-9 p.m. Free and open to
all ages.
Needleworks
Bring your needlework and join us
for a day of friendship and handcrafts. We meet Tuesdays from
10 a.m.-2 p.m.
The Richardson
Senior Dance
The calendar lists the dates for
this month’s ballroom dances.
Sept. 7

Doc Gibbs

Sept. 14

Jim Baker

Sept. 28

DFW
Music Makers

Dances begin at 7 p.m. at the Senior Center, 820 W. Arapaho Rd.,
and end at 9:30 p.m. Dances are
$5 per person. Light refreshments
are served.

Dance Classes at the Senior Center
Class
Day
Time
Adv. Line Dance
Mon.
2:30-4:30 p.m.
Beg. Line Dance
Tues.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Int. Line Dance
Tues.
10:45-11:45 a.m.
Int./Adv. Ballroom
Wed.
1:30-3 p.m.
			
			
Group Ballroom
Fri.
2-3 p.m.
			
Private Ballroom
Appointment		

Fee
$3
$11/Month
$2
$50 Couple/Month
$25 Single/Month or
$10 per class
$10 Couple
$5 Single
$40

Instructor
Aubrey
Halvorson
Halvorson
Faris
Faris
Faris
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972-744-7800
NEW!!!
Afternoon Ballroom Dance
The first Thursday of every month
“The Kings of Swing” will be at
the Senior Center to play for our
afternoon dance from 2-4 p.m.
Come and enjoy the sounds of an
11-piece band, dance and have refreshments. No fee.
Texas Reelers Square Dance
The Texas Reelers Square Dance
Club sponsors square and round
dancing the first and third Friday of every month from 7:30-10
p.m. Like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/TheTexasReelersSquareDance. Admission is $7.
Rebel Rousers
Square Dance
The Rebel Rousers Square Dance
Club hosts a square dance the third
Saturday of each month from 7:3010:30 p.m. Fee is $7 per person.
Pool Tournaments
Pool tournaments are every Friday
at 1 p.m. with registration beginning at 12:30 p.m. Due to Friday
pool tournaments, open play is
from 3:30-5 p.m. only.
Let’s Play “42”
Regular “42” games are scheduled
Thursday afternoons from 12:304 p.m. at the Richardson Senior
Center.

Chess Club
The chess players meet Thursday
nights from 6-9 p.m. Youth and
adults of all playing strengths are
welcome. Call the Senior Center
at 972-744-7800 for more information.
Photography Club
If photography is your hobby or
you just love to take pictures, how
about joining a photography club
to share ideas and know-how? You
do not need professional equipment, just the love of capturing
a moment. Meetings are held on
the first Thursday of every month,
7-9 p.m. No fee.
Richardson Public Library
The Richardson Public Library
provides the Richardson Senior
Center with books on CD and
large-print books.

The Richardson Red Hatters
The Richardson Red Hatters welcome all women to put on their
red hats and have some fun. Next
meeting is Nov. 4 at noon. Please
bring a sack lunch or you may
purchase a lunch from the Senior
Center’s concession.
Emeritus Plus 50 Programs
at Richland College
Explore lifelong learning with
classes at Richland College for
ages 50 and over. If you are 65
years or over and live in Dallas
County, you may be eligible for
FREE classes. Day, evening and
Saturday classes are available.
Call 972-238-6972 or visit
www.richlandcollege.edu/emeritus.
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Senior Center

820 W. Arapaho Rd.
Bingo
Next bingo is Aug. 15 at 2 p.m.

Services

City of Richardson
Transportation Service
Transportation is offered to Richardson residents ages 55 and
over. The City’s van service operates Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Persons may ride
anywhere within the city limits of
Richardson for 25 cents each way.
For general transportation, we begin taking reservations on Friday
at 8:30 a.m., prior to the week you
need service. For doctor’s appointments, we begin taking reservations at 3 p.m. Thursday. Call 972744-7805 for reservations.
Chair Massage
Lavona Kirtley, our chair massage
therapist, offers chair massage on
Tuesday mornings. Call 972-7447800 to make your appointment.
The Memory Café
The Senior Center hosts a new
free program called “The Memory
Café” that is designed for both
those who suffer from Alzheimer’s/
dementia and their family/friends.
Participants will be able to socialize, share concerns/ideas and learn
more about the issues facing those
with memory loss and dementia.
Held the first Thursday of the
month from 10-11 a.m. The next
meeting is Sept. 5.

The Seniors’ Net
The Network of Community Ministries Seniors’ Net program provides a variety of services to help
seniors in the community remain
independent and in their own
homes for as long as possible. Programs include handyman services,
senior informational seminars,
Loaves of Love, home delivered
groceries, medical equipment
and holiday baskets. The “Loaves
of Love” program has expanded!
Seniors residing within Richardson ISD may shop for free loaves
of bread at the Network offices
located at 741 S. Sherman St. in
Richardson. The program is open
Thursdays and Fridays from 9-11
a.m. Call 972-234-8880.
First Richardson Helpers
First Richardson Helpers (FRH)
is staffed by senior volunteers who
provide minor home maintenance
and repair service to seniors. Basic
services include installation of
bathroom grab bars and outdoor
hand rails, repair of dripping
faucets, running toilets and
minor electrical problems as well
as maintenance items such as
caulking, light bulb and A/C filter
replacement. In addition, FRH
provides assistance with code
enforcement issues. To request
service, call the 24-hour hotline
at 972-996-0160 or online at
www.firstrichardsonhelpers.org.
Click on “Request for Services.”
RSVP Volunteer Program
Are you looking for a way to give
back to your community? Why not
become a volunteer for the “Richardson Rowdies?” If you are age 55
or older, you are invited to become
a Rowdies volunteer. The Rowdies
volunteer at various nonprofits
throughout Dallas County and Collin County helping with mail outs,
assembling “goodie bags” and other
light tasks. The Rowdies meet at
the Richardson Senior Center.
Transportation is provided by RSVP
to and from the volunteer locations.
For more information on how to become involved, call 214-525-6167.

Fitness
Blood Pressure Checks
Blood pressure screenings are
offered on the first and third
Wednesdays of the month from
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Hearing Screening
Free hearing screenings are offered and hearing aids checked
the first Friday of each month from
1:30-3 p.m. Call 972-744-7800 for
appointment.
Health Connection
Sept. 26—10 a.m.— No Fee
“Safe Living: Strategies for
Aging Safely at Home”
Financial advisors will present how
you can plan for rich and satisfying
retirement years. Refreshments will
be served. Reservations are requested. Call 972-744-7800.
Volunteer Opportunities
Call Beth at 972-744-7810 for
various volunteer opportunities at
the Senior Center.
Benefits Counseling
The Dallas Area Agency on Aging
will be at the Senior Center TBA
to assist with questions about eligibility requirements for Medicare,
Medicaid, SSI and other public
health benefits. Please call 972744-7800 for scheduled dates.

Stretch and Strengthen
This class is designed for men and
women of all fitness levels. Regain
or improve muscle tone, balance
and flexibility. Wear comfortable
loose-fitting clothing. Jessie Dorsey teaches class Wednesdays from
10-11 a.m. Fee is $5 per class.
Hatha Yoga for All Ages
Bharati Amin instructs classes every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
from 9:30-11 a.m. and Tuesday
and Thursday from 5:30-6:45 p.m.
Cost is $5 with membership.

Pickleball
Pickleball play is offered every Friday at Huffhines Rec Center, 200
N. Plano Rd., 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and
every Monday 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Heights Rec Center, 711 W. Arapaho Rd. Fees are $2 to play per
day or $8 per month. Senior Center membership is required to play.
(Richardson resident Senior Center
only membership cost is a one-time
fee of $5. Nonresident Senior Center only membership is $15 a year.)
If you are interested and would like
more information, call 972-7447800.

Chair Yoga
Gain all the benefits of yoga without getting on the floor. Tailored to
fit abilities and fitness level. Focus
is on body alignment and breath
awareness. For questions e-mail
yogawithchrissy@live.com. Class
is held Mondays at 9 a.m. Cost is
$6 per class with membership.
Water Aerobic Classes
Classes are held Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 10-11 a.m. at the
J.J. Pearce H.S. Natatorium, 1600
N. Coit Rd. Please register at
the Senior Center, Huffhines or
Heights recreation centers. Cost
is $30 a month. For updated class
information, please call 972-7447813 or the Senior Center at 972744-7800.

Games

Private Trainer
How is Your Balance?
This fitness program is designed
to help increase cardiovascular endurance, strength, flexibility and
balance. All sessions are held in a
private room. Fee is $60 a session
with a six-session commitment
($90 each session for couples).
Call 972-744-7800 to make your
appointment with personal trainer
Elaine Hosage. She has her certifications in special population (older adult) and general population
from the Cooper Institute.
Aerobic Exercise
Renate Racher teaches exercise
class Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15-9:15 a.m. Cost is
$2 with a membership.
Fit for Life—Beginning
Strength Training Class
Strength training that works all muscle groups. Two classes offered: first
Monday of month, 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m., four weeks; first Wednesday of
month, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., four
weeks. Cost is $25 for four weeks or
$7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer Elaine Hosage
is the instructor.
Fit for Life—Intermediate
Strength Training Class
Classes for this next level of fitness begin the first Monday of the
month from 1-2 p.m. and the first
Wednesday from 10-11 a.m. for
four weeks. Cost is $25 for four
weeks or $7 per class. Cooper Institute certified personal trainer
Elaine Hosage is the instructor.
Tai Chi for All Ages
Philip Russell teaches this fun and
energizing way to better health.
The cost is $7 per class with membership. Classes are Mondays
from 10:30-11:15 a.m.

Robin’s Nest
Craft Store
For those special gifts, shop at the Robin’s
Nest Craft Store inside the Senior Center. Our senior consignment shop is open
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
and is located inside the Senior Center at
820 W. Arapaho Rd. Stop by, browse and
admire the handmade crafts that are for
sale. Open to the public.

Canasta
Thur. and Fri. 9:30 a.m.
Pinochle
Mon., Tue., Wed., 9:30 a.m.
Duplicate Bridge
Wednesday and Friday, 9:30 a.m.
Party Bridge
Friday, 10 a.m. If you are interested in taking bridge lessons, please
call 972-744-7800.
Bunco
Friday, 12:30 p.m.
Scrabble
Monday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, 1:30 p.m.
Cribbage
Tuesday, 10 a.m.
Mah Jongg
Wed. and Thur. 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Many other games such as Chess,
Skip-bo, Rummi-Cubes, Dominos
and “42” are played by our patrons.

Senior Holiday Bazaar
Our annual Senior Holiday Bazaar will be held Friday and Saturday, Nov. 8 and 9, from 9 a.m.5 p.m. at the Richardson Senior
Center. Registration is now open.
If you are 55 or older and would
like to participate in our annual
craft sale, please fill out the registration form and mail it to the
Richardson Senior Center, 820
W. Arapaho Rd., Richardson,
TX 75080 Attn.: Holiday Bazaar.
Robin’s Nest crafters who were
active crafters as of July 1 have
priority. All items must be handmade by the crafter. Eight-foot
tables with two chairs will rent
for $30 each. A Tax ID will be
required to participate.
Name:_____________________
D.O.B.: ____________________
Address:___________________
__________________________
__________________________
Phone:_____________________
Tax ID#:___________________
Craft items to be sold include:
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
Tables requested:____________
Any special requests?
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
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Library

900 Civic Center Dr.

www.richardsonpubliclibrary.com

972-744-4350

AUTHOR INTERVIEW

Attica Locke Discusses “One Book” Selection
She now knows that her late husband had
been in Geneva’s café, and that he’d brought
this guitar with him. This happens right as John
Lee Hooker sings, “Bluebird, bluebird, take this
letter down south for me.” It’s the beginning
of her finally understanding why her husband
drove from Chicago to Lark. There’s also a
theme of flight throughout the book. The town

Hemings.
[Spoiler
ahead] In “Bluebird,
Vice President, recently asked “Bluebird,
Bluebird,” Geneva was
Bluebird” author Attica Locke the following
consensually involved
with Wally’s daddy
questions for readers of Richardson Today.
for years, and Wally is
half in love with her. I also
Did the plot, characters or setting of
think Texans in general like
“Bluebird, Bluebird” come to you first?
to claim relation
Absolutely the
to Very Important
setting. The idea
I grew up traveling up and down Highway 59 in East Texas visiting family,
People, no matter
of the series
and I have said before in some ways I became a writer on Highway 59,
how
tenuous
was
Highway
because as a kid I would make up stories on long road trips.
the
connection,
59. I grew up
which is what the
traveling up and
Jeffersons of Lark are doing by claiming to be
down Highway 59 in East Texas visiting family, of Lark, the idea that Highway 59 represents
related to our third president.
and I have said before in some ways I became a a way out of the south for those who want to
What is in store next for Ranger Mathews?
writer on Highway 59, because as a kid I would take it ... so that song lyric just seemed to fit.
Did the real-life dragging murder of
Well, I don’t want to give anything away … but
make up stories on long road trips. So the idea
the sequel, “Heaven, My Home,” will be out
was to create a series in which each book told James Byrd drive any of the crafting of your
and available for sale when I’m in Richardson
the story of a different mystery in a different book? Only in that Darren’s feelings about the
in late September!
time. Darren Mathews, the main character, news of the event mirrored my own in 1998:
was the last part of the story that came to a breathtaking hurt and rage over what had
Attica Locke Lecture Information
me. True to the genre, I needed a character been done to a black man, but also an anger
When: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 24
who could appear in all of the books. So … I at folks from outside of Texas assuming this
Where: Richardson High School,
started thinking of characters who could be murder was representative of the whole state.
1250 W. Belt Line Rd.
The home base for the African American
in many different towns, investigating crimes.
Tickets:
Free.
Available beginning Sept. 3
characters
is
a
modest
roadside
East
Texas
And it became obvious fairly quickly that the
at
the
Richardson
Public Library.
answer was to create a character who is a diner directly across the street from a
More
information:
family named Jefferson living in a replica
Texas Ranger.
www.cor.net/onebook
Why did you choose John Lee Hooker’s of Monticello. What part does the Jefferson
or 972-744-4350
song for your book’s title? It’s because the imagery have in making the Monticello mansion
song is playing on the jukebox in Geneva a base for many of the white characters? It’s
Sweet’s café at a pivotal moment in the story. probably more my cheeky wink at Thomas
[Spoiler ahead] Randie has just seen the guitar Jefferson and his interracial romance (or rape,
that her husband once had in his possession. depending on your point of view) with Sally
The Duel with Sam Nash!

Janet Vance, Richardson Reads One Book

PIRATES

PEACE CORPS

THEATER

Serve at Any Age

A Neverland Afternoon with the
Repertory Company Theatre

Wednesday, Sept. 11
6:30–7:30 p.m.
Whether you’re fresh out of college, midcareer or ready to retire, Peace Corps
service is the opportunity of a lifetime. Join
us to learn more!
Presented by Jamie Salabogi
Basement Program Room
Adults
Registration not required
For more information call 972-744-4376.

MUSIC & BOOKS
A Harmonious Combo at the Library
Thursday, Sept. 19
7-8:30 p.m.

Come enjoy a performance by a Richardson
Symphony Orchestra String Quartet and
discuss “The Music Shop” by Rachel Joyce.
Basement Program Room
Adults and Teens
Registration not required
Call 972-744-4376 for
more information.

PICK-A-BOOK CLUB
Sept. 12, Dynamic Dinosaurs
Oct. 10, Spooky Stuff
Nov. 14, Food Feasts
Dec. 12, Holiday Celebrations
Thursdays, 4-4:30 p.m.

Introduce your preschooler to the joy of book
clubs! Bring a themed book to share, pick a
new book to try, and discuss your favorites!
First Floor Program Room / For ages 4-6

Saturday, Sept. 7
3:30–4:30 p.m.

Join RCT cast members for excerpts from
“Peter and the Starcatcher,” then have fun
with activities based on the book (a Peter
Pan prequel) and props from the show.
Basement Program Room / For ages 5-8

EISEMANN CENTER PRESENTS
Family Theatre Series Preview Party
Saturday, Sept. 14
2–3:30 p.m.

Get a preview of “Pete the Cat” and
“Maddi's Fridge,” then join in games,
crafts and activities based on the
performances. Snacks and treats
provided.
Basement Program Room
For ages 4+

CUBE TROOP
RUBIK’S CUBING
HOW-TO

Thursday, Sept. 19
4–5 p.m.

Ahoy Matey! Show off your swordplay with a
Nerf sword duel and learn about the history
of pirates and dueling.
Basement Program Room
For all ages

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL
A Drive-In Movie Morning
Saturday, Sept. 28
10:30–11:30 a.m.

Create and decorate your own cardboard
car, then enjoy a short drive-in movie with a
snack! Required registration begins Tuesday,
Sept. 3. Call 972-744-4358 to register or ask
at the Youth Services Desk.
Basement Program Room / For ages 3-7

RICHARDSON POETS GROUP
You’re invited to the Eighth Annual
Poetry Reading
Sunday, Sept. 29
3–5 p.m.

Readings by members of the
Richardson Poets Group
Basement Program Room
Adults & Teens
Call 972-744-4376 for more information.

RICHARDSON READS ONE BOOK

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday,
Sept. 9, 11 and 13
4–5 p.m.

Western Murder Mystery

Students from UTD demonstrate how to
master the Rubik's Cube with tips based on
algorithmic thinking and problem solving.

Join a classic whodunit set in an East Texas
town (as in our RROB pick, “Bluebird,
Bluebird”). Interview the suspects and figure
out who the murderer is!

Call 972-744-4358 to register.
Studio RPL / For ages 10-13

Saturday, Sept. 21
3–4 p.m.

Basement Program Room / For ages 11-18

Regular Library hours are: Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-9 p.m. • Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sunday, 2-6 p.m.

