
 

 

CITY OF RICHARDSON 
CITY PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES – APRIL 6, 2021 

The Richardson City Plan Commission met on April 6, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers, 411 W. Arapaho Road, Richardson, Texas. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Randy Roland, Chairman 
  Bryan Marsh, Vice Chairman 
  Ken Southard, Commissioner 
  Stephen Springs, Commissioner 
  Sibyl LaCour, Commissioner 
 Gwen Walraven, Commissioner 
  Michael Keller, Commissioner 
  Gary Beach, Commissioner 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT: Joe Costantino, Commissioner 
 
CITY STAFF PRESENT: Sam Chavez, Assistant Director – Dev. Services – Planning 
  Chris Shacklett, Development Review Manager 
  Daniel Harper, Senior Planner 
  Connie Ellwood, Executive Secretary 
 
BRIEFING SESSION 
Prior to the start of the regular business meeting, the City Plan Commission met with staff 
regarding staff reports and agenda items.  No action was taken. 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 
 
1. Approval of Minutes of the regular business meeting on March 16, 2021. 
 

Motion: Vice Chairman Marsh made a motion to approve with corrections; second by 
Commissioner Southard.  Motion passed 7-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Plan 
Commission and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless desired, in which case any item(s) may be removed from the 
Consent Agenda for separate consideration. 
 
2. Final Plat – Cityline Townhome Addition: Consider and act on a request for approval of a 

final plat of 4.9122 acres to subdivide the property and to dedicate easements to accommodate 
the development of a 58-lot townhome development.  The 4.9122-acre site is located at the 
northeast corner of Renner Road and Red Moon Way. Property Owner: Bobby Samuel, 

representing CLH20, LLC.  Staff: Chris Shacklett 
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Motion: Commissioner Springs made a motion to approve the consent agenda as 
presented; second by Vice Chairman Marsh.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 
 PUBLIC HEARING 
 
3. Zoning File ZF 21-07 PD Amendment – JJ Pearce High School: Consider and act on a 

request for an amendment to the existing PD Planned Development for an amended Concept 
Plan to allow the construction of two (2) building additions (northwest and southeast corners 
of the existing high school building), construction of additional parking and the relocation of 
the softball field adjacent to Melrose Drive. Owner: Richardson Independent School District. 

Staff: Daniel Harper  
 
Mr. Harper began his presentation stating the applicant’s request was to amend the concept 
plan of a currently approved PD Planned Development of Ordinance 4256.  The property was 
rezoned in 2018 with modified development standards to accommodate a Multi-Purpose 
Activity Center.  This PD Planned Development included a concept plan in which development 
must be in accordance with as well as conditions requiring a minimum of 992 parking spaces 
for the campus and allowed all existing pole mounted lighting that did not conform with R-
1500-M height requirements to be considered legal conforming.  The applicant was proposing 
an amendment to the current concept plan to accommodate an expansion of two wings of the 
high school buildings (Building J and Building Q), a revision of the campus’ southern parking 
lot, the relocation of the softball field, and the addition of an unlit soccer field. 
 
Building J was a two-story addition to the northwest side of the high school and was 12,847 
square feet on the first floor and 12,536 square feet on the second floor.  Building Q was located 
on the southeast wing of the high school and was 8,861 square feet.  Both additions met the 
height requirements in accordance with the PD. 
 
The proposed softball field would be relocated south of the existing baseball field and included 
accompanying structures such as batting cages, field house, bullpen, bleachers, backstop, and 
dugouts.  The softball field would be oriented with the outfield towards Melrose Drive.  Four 
(4) existing light poles would be relocated to serve the new softball field location and were 
approximately 60 feet in height.  RISD reported that lighting for athletic events at the softball 
field should not extend past 10:00 p.m. and that 30 additional minutes to 10:30 p.m. should be 
allowed in case of inclement weather delays.  Staff included a condition that stated the softball 
field lights could not operate past 10:30 p.m. within the motion.  Other changes to the Concept 
Plan included the addition of an unlit soccer field at the southeast corner of the campus and the 
inclusion of an existing baseball/softball concession building (Building H) which was not 
included in the current Concept Plan. 
 
To accommodate these modifications, the south centrally located parking lot was being 
reconfigured from the original concept plan to improve on-site traffic circulation and new 
parking spaces would be constructed.  The net increase was eight (8) additional parking spaces 
from the current Concept plan for a total of 1,079 spaces. 
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Mr. Harper concluded his presentation stating that no correspondence had been received in 
favor or in opposition of this request, then made himself available for questions. 
 
Chairman Roland asked what a citizen’s recourse would be should the lights be on later than 
10:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. Harper stated the citizen would contact a Code Enforcement which might in turn reach out 
to Development Services who would reach out to the RISD representative. 
 
With no questions for staff, Chairman Roland opened the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Greg Estes, 5646 Milton Street, Dallas, Texas came forward to speak in favor of the 
request.  He stated two additional buildings were being added to the current campus as well as 
site updates.  Part of the request would be re-routing the fire lane to maneuver around the 
buildings.  This required the softball field to be relocated.  He addressed the inquiry concerning 
the lighting of the softball fields stating that a field evaluation was conducted concerning the 
lighting and that study was shared with staff. 
 
Commissioner Springs asked why the parking area nearest the current softball field did not 
move east instead of the softball field. 
 
Mr. Estes stated the 24-foot fire lane was the trigger point.  It had to go around the new building 
addition.  The fire lane would have impeded on the softball field. 
 
Vice Chairman Marsh asked for clarification on the uses of the new building additions.  He 
also inquired about the parking lots modifications and if the islands would be level surfaces or 
raised surfaces at the southern portion of the parking area.  Furthermore, he asked whether the 
mature trees located off Mimosa Drive next to the soccer fields would be saved. 
 
Mr. Estes responded the new building additions would be classroom space as well as site 
updates and expansion of space for the Performing Arts Department (Orchestra, Percussion, 
and practice rooms).  He stated a request was submitted to make the southern portion of the 
parking lot striped islands because the district would utilize that space for the marching band.  
He also confirmed the islands located on the northern part of the parking area would have 
raised islands.  Lastly, he stated there were no plans to remove or destroy the trees as the 
proposed new soccer fields would purely be for practice and would not have lighting. 
 
Vice Chairman Marsh commented the only concern he had was with the orientation of the 
lighting for the softball field.  He would support this request with the conditions addressed by 
staff regarding lights being turned off by 10:00 p.m. or at the latest 10:30 p.m. due to inclement 
weather. 
 
With no further comments in favor or in opposition to the request, Chairman Roland closed 
the public hearing and asked the Commission for additional comments or a motion. 
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Motion: Vice Chairman Marsh made a motion to recommend approval of Zoning File 
21-07 – PD Amendment – JJ Pearce High School with conditions specified by 
staff; seconded by Commissioner Walraven.  Motion Passed 7-0. 

 
Adjourn 

 
With no further business before the Commission, Chairman Roland adjourned the regular 
business meeting at 7:14 p.m. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Randy Roland, Chairman 
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