MINUTES
CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING AND MEETING
February 6, 2025, AT 6:00 PM

e Call to Order
Chair Bright called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The following members were present:
Gerald Bright, Chair

Kim Quirk, Vice Chair

Jennifer Baker

Lisa Dunn

Chip Pratt

Richard Strecker

Doris Benner

Jerry Walker

Terry Ziegler

The following members were absent:
Jeremy Thomason
Shayan Gaziani

The following staff members were present:

Dannette Garcia, Assistant City Manager
Pete Smith, City Attorney

Jose Moreno, Director of Human Resources
Aimee Nemer, City Secretary

Crystal Brown, Deputy City Secretary

1. Public Comments.
One speaker addressed the commission regarding agenda items:

Justin Neth, 425 Pleasant Valley Ln., Richardson — provided comments regarding Sections 9.01,
9.02, 9.04, 9.07,9.12, and 18.08.

Chair Bright acknowledged public comments submitted by Mark Steger and Mark Baustian.

2. Consider approval of the January 30, 2025, Charter Review Commission Meeting
Minutes

Commission Action
Vice Chair Quirk moved to approve the Minutes as presented, seconded by Commissioner Dunn,
and approved unanimously.

3. Review and consider proposed amendments to City Charter Articles 1, 2, 17, and 18 as
discussed at the Charter Review Commission meeting of January 30, 2025.

Commission Discussion
Pete Smith, City Attorney, presented a memo to review the edits requested by the Commission on
January 30, 2025.




Section 2.02 — General powers adopted.
The Commission reviewed the draft of this section with the edits provided by Mr. Smith for clarity.

Commission Action
Vice Chair Quirk moved to approve Section 2.02 General powers adopted, as presented, seconded by
Commissioner Strecker, and approved unanimously.

Section 2.02. - General powers adopted.

The enumeration of particular powers in the charter shall not be held or deemed to be exclusive, but
in addition to the powers enumerated herein, or implied thereby, or appropriate to the exercise such
powers. thereef; It is intended that the city shall have and may exercise all ether powers which, under
the € constitution and laws of the State of Texas;it that would be competent for the charter to
specifically te enumerate herein. The City of Richardson city shall have and exercise all powers
conferred upon cities by what is known as the Home Rule Amendment to the Constitution of the State
of Texas and the enabling Act relative thereto, and all other laws passed by the Legislature of the State
of Texas relating thereto or which may hereafter be passed by said Legislature in relation to such
matters.

Commission Discussion

Section 2.03 — Eminent Domain.
The Commission previously inquired about the use of the word “desirable” and asked that the city
attorney research if this term is required by state law.

Mr. Smith presented his findings on the research of the word “desirable” and recommended making
no changes to this section of the charter.

Commission Action
Commissioner Walker moved to accept 2.03 as written, seconded by Commissioner Strecker, and
approved unanimously.

2.04 — Streets and Public Improvements

Commission Discussion
Mr. Smith presented the requested changes to Section 2.04.

Commission Action
Commissioner Dunn moved to approve Section 2.04 as presented below, seconded by Commissioner
Pratt, and approved unanimously.

Section 2.04. - Streets-and Infrastructure and public improvements.

The city shall have the full power, authority and right to exercise in any manner authorized or permitted
by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas when necessary or desirable to construct, develop,
improve, expand, widen and maintain or cause to be constructed, developed, improved, expanded,
widened and maintained, within or outside the city limits any public streets, sidewalks, alleys, drainage
facilities, sanitary sewer facilities, water and storm drainage facilities and public buildings, facilities
or other public improvements and to impose, levy and collect assessments or other charges for the
costs of such development and improvements in any manner not prohibited by state law.
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17.01 — Church and school property Assessments

Commission Discussion
Mr. Smith presented the requested changes to Section 17.01. The Commission had requested to
remove “church” and replace it with “religious organization.”

The Commission discussed the changes as presented and noted that “City” should be “city,” with a
lowercase c.

Commission Action
Commissioner Baker moved to approve Section 17.01 as amended below, seconded by Vice Chair
Quirk, and approved unanimously.

Section 17.01. - Church-and-schoolp Property assessments.

No property of any kind, religious organization ehureh, school or otherwise, in the City city of
Richardsen shall be exempt from any of the special taxes and assessments authorized by this charter
or state law; except as provided by state law.

17.03 — Execution, garnishment and assignment

Commission Discussion
Mr. Smith presented the requested changes to Section 17.03 that the Commission had requested
amending for clarity.

Commission Action
Commissioner Ziegler moved to approve Section 17.03 as presented below, seconded by
Commissioner Strecker, and approved unanimously.

Section 17.03. - Execution, garnishment and assignment.

City property is not subject to any kmd of eggggggg and Except-as-provided-by-state-orfederal

shall not be liable to be sold or appropnated

under any wr1t of execution or cost bill. ept as otherwis vided for by the |
of Texas or Federal law, city funds are not subject to garnishment gng the city is not reguxred
i ishment proceeding. The city shal e obligated e_al

18.01 — Personal Financial Interest

Commission Discussion

Mr. Smith presented two versions of this article. Version 1 was amended to allow board members the
opportunity to participate in the Home Improvement Incentive Program with the adoption of an
ordinance. Version 2 extended the opportunity to city employees.

The commission discussed the two options in depth.
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Commission Action
Commissioner Pratt moved to approve Section 18.01 version 1 as presented below, seconded by
Commissioner Strecker, and approved unanimously.

Version 1-limited to board and commission members

Section 18.01. - Personal financial interest.

No officer or employee of the city shall have a financial interest, direct or indirect, in any contract
with the city, or be financially interested, directly or indirectly, in the sale to the city of any land,
materials, supplies or services, except on behalf of the city and any officer or employee guilty thereof
shall thereby forfeit such person's office or position. Any violation of this section, with the knowledge,
expressed or implied, of the person or corporation contracting with the city eeuneil shall render the

contract involved voidable by the 01ty manager or the city counc11 Qotwlthgtaggggg the foregoing
the ci cil m ordi allow appointed rs of commission or

Commission Discussion

Regarding Version 2 — the inclusion of city employees, the Commission requested that the City
Council be informed of their discussion and recommends the Council make the determination of
whether to include city employees.

Commission Action

Commissioner Walker moved to include in the Commission’s report to the City Council that version
2 was not recommended because the Commission would like the City Council to determine if city
employees should be included. Vice Chair Quirk seconded the motion. A vote was taken and approved
unanimously.

Version 2 inclusion of city employees

Section 18.01. - Personal financial interest.

No officer or employee of the city shall have a financial interest, direct or indirect, in any contract
with the city, or be financially interested, directly or indirectly, in the sale to the city of any land,
materials, supplies or services, except on behalf of the city and any officer or employee guilty thereof
shall thereby forfeit such person's office or position. Any violation of this section, with the knowledge,
expressed or implied, of the person or corporation contracting with the city eeuneil shall render the
contract 1nvolved voidable by the c1ty manager or the c1ty counc1l Notwi ;gstandmg the forggg ng
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18.05 — Public Library

Commission Discussion
Mr. Smith presented the changes that were voted on previously and requested the Commission to
reaffirm those changes by a vote.

Commission Action
Commissioner Baker moved to approve Section 18.05 as previously approved below, seconded by
Commissioner Benner, and approved unanimously.

Section 18.05. - Public library.

The city shall establish and maintain a public library or libraries within the city free to the residents of
the City of Richardson and te cooperate with any person, firm or corporation under such terms the city
council may prescribe for the establishment of such public library or libraries, and to that end the city
council shall appropriate annually out of the general revenue of the city a fund for the support and
maintenance of the public library or libraries.

18.07 — Condemnation of dangerous structures.

Commission Discussion
Mr. Smith presented the changes that were voted on previously and requested the Commission to
reaffirm those changes by a vote.

Commission Action
Commissioner Ziegler moved to approve Section 18.07 as previously approved below, seconded by
Commissioner Pratt, and approved unanimously.

Section 18.07. - Condemnation of dangerous structures.

Whenever, in the opinion of the city council, the city manager. er appropri ity official
any buildings, fence, shed, awning or structure of any kind or part thereof is liable to fall down and
injure persons or property, the city eouneil may order the owner or agent of the same or occupant of
the premises to take down and remove the same within such time as it may direct, and may punish by
fine all persons failing so to do. The city eeuneit shall have the additional power to remove the same
at the expense of the city on account of the owner of the property and assess the expenses thereof,
including condemnation proceedings, as a special tax against the land, and the same may be collected
as other special taxes provided for in this charter, or by suit in any court of competent jurisdiction. The
city eeuneil shall have full power to condemn all dangerous buildings or obstructions of any kind and
may provide regulations therefore by ordinance.

. Review Richardson City Charter, Article 9, Boards and Commissions, and consider any
recommendations for amendments thereto.

Commission Discussion
The Commission reviewed Article 9, Sections 9.01 —9.09, and no changes were recommended.
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Section 9.10 Zoning Board of Adjustment.
The Commission discussed all the sub-paragraphs of this article. Concerns discussed were the

requirement of 75% of votes with five board members, the process of “compelling” witnesses, and the
appeals process. The Commissioners requested the city attorney review this article and recommend
any necessary changes.

Section 9.11 Civil Service Board: Section 9.12 Civil Service appeals board.

Commission Discussion
Pete Smith presented proposed changes to Section 9.11 Civil Service Board.

Jose Moreno, Director of Human Resources, presented information regarding the Civil Service Board
and the Civil Service Appeals Board and explained the procedures of each board.

The Commission reviewed the suggested revisions to Section 9.11 and determined to postpone voting
on this section due to questions about Section 9.12

The Commission inquired if Section 9.12 (d) Minimum Standard and 9.12 (e) Payroll certified by the
board should be relocated to Section 9.11. Mr. Smith will review these sections and report back to the
Commission.

The Commission also requested Mr. Smith to review the following.

Section 9.12 (f) Appeals proceeding —to consider updated language regarding the production of books
and papers.

Section 9.12 (g) No discrimination — to review if this section needs updated language regarding
protected classes.

. Review Richardson City Charter, Article 10, Civil Service, and consider any recommendations
for amendments thereto.

Pete Smith presented a proposed change to Section 10.05 — Probation period, removing the 6-month
requirement. Mr. Moreno explained that this allows city staff the flexibility to adjust a probation period
as needed.

Section 10.05. - Probation period.
Appointment or promotion in the cla551ﬁed serv1ce shall not be deemed complete until a probatlonary
period has been completed : : : exceet 5

wi= i » . .

Commission Discussion
The Commission discussed rewording the section to include language that the Civil Service Board is
responsible for setting a probation period.

The Commission requested review of the term “unskilled labor” in Section 10.2 (a) (3).

The Commission requested the city attorney to review Section 10.07 — Appeals board to determine if
this section should be eliminated.
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There were no other changes to Article 10 recommended.

Commission Action
Vice Chair Quirk moved to amend Section 10.05 Probation period as stated below. Commissioner
Benner seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously.

Section 10.05 — Probation period.
Appointment or promotion in the classified service shall not be deemed complete until a probationary
period has been completed. A probationary period shall be determined by the Civil Service Board for
each classification of employees.

e Adjourn
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 p.m.

/ / (
Lgu‘énir, Gerald Bright

ATTEST:

O“"‘""‘*—M

Aimee Nemer, City Secretary
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