MINUTES
RICHARDSON CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING
MARCH 6, 2025, AT 6:00 P.M.

e Call to Order
Chair Bright called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

The following members were present:
Gerald Bright, Chair

Kim Quirk, Vice Chair

Jennifer Baker

Shayan Gaziani (arrived at 6:08)
Chip Pratt

Richard Strecker

Jeremy Thomason

Doris Benner

Jerry Walker

Terry Ziegler

The following members were absent:
Lisa Dunn

The following staff members were present:

Don Magner, City Manager

Dannette Garcia, Assistant City Manager
Pete Smith, City Attorney

Aimee Nemer, City Secretary

Crystal Brown, Deputy City Secretary

1. Public Comments
One speaker addressed the Commission.

Justin Neth, 425 Pleasant Valley, Ln., Richardson — provided comments regarding Section 6.06 and
requested the Commission to maintain the requirement of a surety bond for the city manager and
keep the current charter language.

Chair Bright also acknowledged comments received by Mark Steger via email and included in the
Commissioner’s agenda packets.

2. Consider approval of the February 20, 2025, Charter Review Commission Meeting Minutes.

Commission Action
Commissioner Benner moved to approve the Minutes as presented. Commissioner Baker seconded the
motion. A vote was taken and approved unanimously.

3. Review and consider proposed amendments to City Charter Articles 5 and 14 as discussed at
the Charter Review Commission meeting of February 20, 2025.

Commission Discussion
City Attorney Pete Smith reviewed the proposed amendments to articles 5 and 14 as discussed at the
February 20, 2025, Commission meeting. The proposed amendments included:




Defining grounds for removal under a recall petition

Using the term “qualified voter” throughout instead of “registered voter”
Adding “of the city” after qualified voter throughout the sections
Adding wording to clarify petition requirements

Rewording for clarification

Commission Action
After discussion of the proposed changes, the Commission took the following action.

Section 5.02 Procedure

Commissioner Ziegler moved to approve Section 5.02 with the proposed changes as amended by
inserting a space between Section 5.02 c. and d. and rewording Section 5.02 f. as stated below.
Commissioner Thomason seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

f. If by the secretary's certificate the petition is shown to be insufficient, it may be amended within
ten (10) days from the date of said certificate. If an amended petition is filed, the city secretary shall
within ten (10) days after such filing, examine the amended petition, and if the city secretary’s
certificate shows the amended petition to be insufficient, it shall not be further amended.

Section 14.01 Power of Initiative

Commissioner Thomason moved to approve Section 14.01 with the proposed changes as amended by
removing, “qualified voters of the city,” in the first sentence as stated below. Commissioner Ziegler
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

The people of the City of Richardson reserve the power of direct legislation by initiative, and in the
exercise of such power may propose that any ordinance, except those not legally authorized to be
considered by initiative by the state constitution or state law, be submitted to the qualified-voters-of
the city council by submitting a petition to the city secretary which shall contain the full text of the
proposed ordinance...

Section 14.02 Examination of initiative petition

Commissioner Gaziani moved to approve Section 14.02 with the proposed changes as amended by
adding, “of the city,” after “qualified voters,” in the first sentence as stated below. Commissioner
Strecker seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

Within ten (10) days from the date of filing an initiative petition, the city secretary shall examine the
same and ascertain from the list of qualified voters of the city...

Section 14.09 Power of referendum

Commissioner Baker moved to approve the proposed changes as amended by adding the words, “of the
city” throughout the section after the term, “qualified voters,” and adding the same clarifying text to the
petition requirements that was added to Section 14.01. Commissioner Benner seconded the motion. A
vote was taken and passed unanimously.
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i able re nts Sald petition shall be signed by quahﬁed Voters
of the city equal in number to at least ten gercent (10%) percent of the total number of qualified
voters of the city on the date of the last regular municipal election. Within ten (10) days after the
filing of the petition the city secretary shall examine the same and from the list of qualified voters

of the city ascertain whether the petition is signed by the requisite number of qualified voters_of the
city. If by the city secretary’s certificate, the petition is shown to be sufficient, the petition shall be
presented to the city council, the ordinance shall thereupon be suspended from taking effect, and it
shall be the duty of the city council to reconsider such ordinance, and if the same is not entirely
repealed the city council shall submit the ordinance to the vote of the qualified voters of the city at
the next uniform election date or other date allowed by state law. Such ordinance shall be suspended
from taking effect and shall not later take effect unless a majority of the qualified voters of the city

. Review Richardson City Charter, Article 6, City Manager, and consider any recommendations

for amendments thereto.

Commission Action
After a review of the proposed changes from City Attorney Pete Smith, the Commission took the
following action.

Section 6.01 Appointment
Commissioner Walker moved to approve the proposed change as presented. Vice Chair Quirk
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

The council shall appoint a city manager, who shall be the chief administrative and executive
officer of the city. The city manager shall be accountable to the council for the proper
adm1n1strat10n of the 01ty The c1ty manager may be appomted w1thout a deﬁmte ﬁxed t1me %e

e#%h%e&%%ee%’l’he 01ty manager shall receive such compensatlon as may be ﬁxed by the
council.

Section 6.02 Qualifications
Vice Chair Quirk moved to add the words, “of the city,” after the word resident. Commissioner
Benner seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

The city manager shall be chosen by the council solely on the basis of executive and
administrative training, experience and ability, and without regard to political consideration.
The city manager need not, when appointed, be a resident of the City of Richardson or the
State of Texas, but shall be a resident of the city within six (6) months after appointment. No
member of the council shall, during the time for which elected, and one (1) year thereafter, be
chosen as city manager.

Section 6.04 Removal
Commissioner Walker moved to approve the proposed changes as presented. Commissioner Baker
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.
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;gg g!gg ganaggr! if Héthe 01ty manager is removed ﬁ'_tmm_fﬁg_e_by a vote of the majonty of the
entire counc11 after servrng the first three (3) months following appointment to office, ualess

therwise traet the city manager may demand written charges and the right to
be heard thereon ata pubhc meeting of the council prior to the date on which the city manager's
final removal shall take effect, but pending such hearing the council may suspend the city
manager from office. The action of the council in suspending or removing the city manager shall
be final, it being the intention of this charter to vest all authority and fix all responsibility for
such suspension or removal in the council.

Section 6.05 Powers and duties
Vice Chair Quirk moved to approve the proposed changes as presented. Commissioner Thomason
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

(c) To exercise control over all departments and subdivisions thereof created by the charter, or

that may hereafter be created by the council or by the city manager, except as otherwise
provided herein.

(e) To attend all meetings of the council, except for absences due to illness, vacation, or city
business, with the right to take part in the discussion, but having no vote. The city manager shall

be entitled to notice of all special meetings. ity manager s
represe ci ana ring a nce from an etings of the

Section 6.06 Bond of city manager
Commissioner Thomason moved to amend the proposed change as stated below. Commissioner
Pratt seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

The city council shall require the city manager, before entering upon the duties of the office,
to execute a good and sufficient bond with a surety company doing business in the State of
Texas, and approved by the city council, as surety thereon, said bond to be in such amount as
the council may demand, payable to the City of Richardson, and conditioned for the faithful
performance ofthe duties of ofﬁce premium of such bond to be pald by the c1ty In thg ev cnt

Section 6.07 Investigations

Commissioner Baker moved to amend the language of this section to match the language in Section
9.12 d. as stated below. Commissioner Benner seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed
unanimously.

The council, the city manager or any person or committee authorized by either or both of them
shall have power to inquire into the conduct of any department or office of the city, to make
investigations as to city affairs, and for that purpose may subpoena witnesses, administer oaths
and compel the productlon of any dgcg@ggtgg recgrds and files of any type pertinent beeks:

erat to said inquiry. The council shall establish by ordinance
penalt1es for contempt in refusmg to obey any such subpoenas or failure to produce books,
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papers and other evidence, and shall have the power to punish any such contempt in the manner
provided by ordinance.

5. Review Richardson City Charter, Article 7, City Attorney — Municipal Court, and consider any

recommendations for amendments thereto.

Commission Action
After a review of the proposed changes from City Attorney Pete Smith, the Commission took the
following action.

Section 7.03 Municipal Court judge
Commissioner Pratt moved to strike, “bona fide,” in this section. Commissioner Strecker seconded
the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

The judge of the municipal court, while in office, shall be a bera=fide resident of the City of
Richardson, a duly licensed, practicing attorney in the State of Texas, and shall be appointed
by the city council for a term of two (2) years, subject to removal by the city council by a vote
of two-thirds of the total membership of the city council.

Section 7.05 Compensation
Commissioner Thomason moved to remove this section as proposed. Commissioner Pratt seconded
the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

6. Review Richardson City Charter, Article 8, Administrative Departments, and consider any

recommendations for amendments thereto.

Commission Action
After a review of the proposed changes from City Attorney Pete Smith, the Commission took the
following action.

Section 8.03 Responsibility of department directors
Vice Chair Quirk moved to approve the proposed changes as presented. Commissioner Walker
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously.

The directors of departments appointed by the city manager shall be immediately responsible
to the city manager for the administration of their departments, and their advice in writing may
be required by the city manager on all matters affecting their departments. They shall prepare
operating budgets depa sates, which shall be open to public inspection, and they
shall make all their reports and recommendatlons concerning their departments at stated
intervals, or when requested by the city manager.

e Adjourn
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m.
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ATTEST:

(ivra Pewas

Aimee Nemer, City Secretary

Hair, Gerald Bright
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