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LIBRARY
RICHARDSON READS ONE 
BOOK
Find out more about the 2025 RROB 
selection, “Wild Chocolate,” including details 
on the author coming to Richardson and a 
chocolate truffle recipe.

EDUCATION
BACK TO SCHOOL
Classes begin Aug. 12 for students in
Richardson ISD and Plano ISD.   

TRANSPORTATION AND MOBILITY
PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT ON 
TWO UPCOMING PLANS
The City is beginning work on a citywide 
Safety Action Plan and an Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan.

TRANSPARENCY
CITY EARNS SIXTH 
TRANSPARENCY STAR
The City of Richardson has earned its sixth 
and final Transparency Star from the Texas 
Comptroller of Public Accounts.
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M I S S  R I C H A R D S O N 
CROWNED MISS TEXAS
FO R  F I R ST  T I M E  I N  C I T Y ’ S  H I STO RY

MISS TEXAS’ TEEN
Emma Fossum 

MISS TEXAS
Sadie Schiermeyer

Photos courtesy of BluDoor Studios

Miss Richardson Sadie Schiermeyer was named the new Miss Texas and 
Miss Colleyville’s Teen Emma Fossum became Miss Texas’ Teen during 
finals held in June at the Eisemann Center.  

Shiermeyer is the first second-generation contestant to win the Miss Texas 
title as her mother was crowned Miss Texas in 1994. She is also the first 
Miss Richardson to take home the Texas crown in the 88 years that the 
competition existed. The first Miss Richardson pageant that fed into the 
Miss Texas competition was in 1960, which was sponsored by Jaycees or the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce.  

Schiermeyer competed on a platform entitled, “Healthier Texas: How Are 
You, Really?” and is passionate about improving Texans’ health through 
education, open conversations and accessible resources. Her Homecoming 
is scheduled for Aug. 17 at the Eisemann Center.  

A total of 50 women from across the state participated in the scholarship 
competition, with preliminaries and finals taking place in Richardson since 
2014. The competition will return to the City in 2026. Schiermeyer will 
represent Texas at the Miss America 2025 competition, and Fossum will 
compete in the Miss America’s Teen competition. The competition to crown 
a new Miss Richardson is scheduled for October.  

For more information, visit www.misstexas.org.
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For the entire month of August, the 
Richardson Animal Shelter will participate 
in Clear the Shelters. For more than a 
decade the nationwide campaign has helped 
connect pets with families by offering 
waived or reduced adoption fees.   

Those who are not ready to adopt can foster 
an animal by providing a safe and calm place 
until they find their forever home. Anyone 
interested in adopting or fostering can go 
to the Animal Shelter or visit www.cor.net/
AnimalShelter.  

Additional information about the 
nationwide Clear the Shelters campaign can 
be found at www.cleartheshelters.com.  

www.cor.net/AdoptMe

“CLEAR THE SHELTERS”
E V E N T
ADOPTION FEES

WAIVED
AUG. 1-31

Register to receive Richardson Emergency Alerts 
to allow the City to rapidly notify you through 
calls, texts and e-mails for various emergencies, 
with the option to add severe weather watches/
warning alerts  specific  to  the  Richardson  area.  
Visit www.cor.net/Alerts to sign up.
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CITY NEWS AVAILABLE @ WEEK IN REVIEW Visit www.cor.net/ENews
 WEEK IN REVIEW

Richardson City Council
City Hall
2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 525

CONTACT THE CITY COUNCIL

ABOUT CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
City Council meetings are held at City Hall, 2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 

525, unless otherwise noted. Visit www.cor.net/CityCouncil to see meeting 
dates and locations or call 972-744-4290. 

The City Council typically holds business meetings on the second and fourth 
Monday of each month, and work sessions are typically held every Monday. 
Meeting times and locations are subject to change and are posted at www.cor.
net/CityCouncil. The meetings are open to the public, and citizens are welcome 
to attend. Each meeting’s agenda is posted on the City website, www.cor.net. 

The agenda is posted on Friday evening prior to the Monday night meeting. 
You may request a copy of the agenda or more information by calling the City 
Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4290.

Meetings are broadcast live on the City’s website at www.cor.net/CITV. For 
replay videos of previous meetings, visit www.cor.net/CITV.

CONTACTING THE CITY
2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 525
Normal Operating Hours (8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday): 972-744-4100
24/7 After Hours Call Center: 972-744-4111
AskRichardsonConcern@cor.gov

RICHARDSONTODAY
Richardson Today is a monthly publication of the City of Richardson. It is free for Richardson residents. The publication 
is designed to keep citizens of Richardson informed of activities and news that may be of interest to them. If you have 
any comments or suggestions concerning this or future issues, please send them to:

Citizens Information Services 972-744-4104     RichardsonToday@cor.gov

The City of Richardson will make all reasonable modifications to policies 
and programs to ensure that people with disabilities have an equal 
opportunity to enjoy all City programs, services and activities. Anyone 
who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or 
a modification of policies or procedures to participate in a City program, 
service or activity, are requested to contact:

ADA Coordinator
972-744-0908
ADACoordinator@cor.gov
Please contact the ADA Coordinator as 
soon as possible, but no later than 48 
hours before a scheduled event.

REQUESTING AN ACCOMMODATION

972-744-4203
www.cor.net/Council
AskRichardsonCityCouncil@cor.gov

Mayor
Amir Omar
amir.omar@cor.gov

Council Member
Dan Barrios

Place 3
dan.barrios@cor.gov

Council Member
Arefin Shamsul

Place 6
arefin.shamsul@cor.gov

Council Member
Jennifer Justice

Place 2
jennifer.justice@cor.gov

Council Member
Curtis Dorian

Place 1
curtis.dorian@cor.gov

Council Member
Joe Corcoran

Place 4
joe.corcoran@cor.gov

Mayor Pro Tem
Ken Hutchenrider

Place 5
ken.hutchenrider@cor.gov

MAYOR’S
MESSAGE

The Miss Texas Scholarship 
Competition has proudly called 
Richardson home since 2014, with 
the annual crowning held each 
summer at the Eisemann Center.

While the competition is always 
a celebrated event, this year 
was especially meaningful for 
Richardson as Miss Richardson, 
Sadie Schiermeyer, was crowned 
Miss Texas 2025. Sadie made 
history as the first Miss Richardson 
to win the title and as the first 
second-generation Miss Texas, 
following in the footsteps of her 
mother, who earned the crown in 
1994.

Hosting the iconic Miss Texas 
competition is a distinct honor 
for our city and for the Eisemann 
Center. Each June, approximately 
100 contestants for Miss Texas and 
Miss Texas’ Teen, along with their 
families, friends and supporters, 
travel to Richardson, many for 
the first time, to spend a week 
immersed in our community. 
The event not only highlights our 
exceptional hospitality but also 
shines a spotlight on Richardson 

across the state of Texas.
We are also proud to be associated 

with the Miss Texas organization, 
which has empowered young 
women since 1937. The contestants 
represent some of Texas’ most 
intelligent, talented and driven 
individuals. Welcoming them 
to Richardson to showcase 
their abilities is a privilege we 
deeply value. Furthermore, the 
competition provides substantial 
college scholarships, helping 
participants pursue their 
educational goals.

On behalf of the City of 
Richardson, I extend heartfelt 
congratulations to Sadie 
Schiermeyer on her historic win 
and wish her the very best as she 
represents Texas in the upcoming 
Miss America competition this 
September.

For the Labor Day holiday, there will be NO solid waste 
pick up, Brush and Bulky Item Collection (BABIC) 
or recycling pick up Monday, Sept. 1. The table below 
shows the recycle make-up days.

LABOR DAY 

HOLIDAY SANITATION 
SCHEDULE

CITY FACILITIES SCHEDULE

RECYCLE COLLECTION DAY 
AFFECTED BY HOLIDAY

MAKE-UP DAY

Monday, Sept. 1 Tuesday, Sept. 2

Tuesday, Sept. 2 Wednesday, Sept. 3

FACILITY CLOSING DATE/TIME

Animal Shelter Closed Sept. 1

City Hall, City Hall Annex, Municipal Court,  
Richardson IQ® HQ, Service Center

Closed Sept. 1

Eisemann Center, Library Closed Sept. 1

Gymnastics Center, Heights Recreation Center,  
Huffhines Recreation Center, Senior Center

Closed Sept. 1

Heights Family Aquatic Center Open noon-8 p.m. Sept. 1

Sherrill Park Golf Course Open Sept. 1

Tennis Center Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 1

BUDGET WORKSHOP SCHEDULED
The City Council’s annual budget workshop is scheduled 

for Aug.4-5. In addition to the two-day workshop, the City 
Council will hold two public hearings prior to the adoption 
of the budget. The 2025-26 budget goes into effect Oct. 1. 

All budget meetings are open to the public and held in 
the City Council Chamber at Richardson City Hall, 2360 
Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 525. Meetings will also be 
streamed live at www.cor.net/CITV. 

For additional budget material, visit www.cor.net/Budget. 

•	 Monday, Aug. 4 - Budget Workshop (Day 1)
•	 Tuesday, Aug. 5 - Budget Workshop (Day 2)
•	 Monday, Aug. 18 - Budget Presentation
•	 Monday, Sept. 8 - Public Hearing on Tax Rate
•	 Monday, Sept. 15 - Public Hearing on Budget
•	 Monday, Sept. 15 - Budget Adoption

2025-26 BUDGET CALENDAR

The Richardson City Council held the first of several 
goals-setting meetings last month to develop its goals 
for the 2025-27 term. The meeting is available to watch 
online at www.cor.net/Goals, which is the first time for 
the goals-setting process to be made available for on-
demand viewing. 
REASON FOR GOALS SETTING 

Council Goals serve as a roadmap providing direction 
for how municipal resources are allocated and how 
staff develop work plans. They are used to guide 
everything from large-scale infrastructure investments 
to neighborhood programs, projects and services. 

TIMELINE FOR DEVELOPMENT 
The process usually takes several months to complete 

and defines the key strategies that City staff use to 
create a list of tactics that outline how each goal will 
be achieved. The action items will be presented to the 
Council later this year. 
**At the time of publication, this meeting had not yet occurred.

PROGRESS ON COUNCIL GOALS

WATCH ONLINE
www.cor.net/Goals
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BRIDGE
FESTIVAL
THURSDAY, SEPT. 25

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26to
Enjoy a two-day bridge festival with all 
profits distributed through the Richardson 
Woman’s Club’s Charitable Foundation 
supporting scholarships and grants to 
community agencies.

Richardson Woman’s Club
2005 N. Cliffe Dr. | Richardson

or scan the QR Code

 www.rwctx.org 
Register at

On Aug. 5, the Richardson Police Department will 
unveil its plans for this year’s National Night Out 
(NNO) celebration held on Tuesday, Oct. 7. Details on 
registration, the theme for the year and more will be 
released at that time. 

NNO is a year-long community building campaign, 
that is designed to: 

•	 Heighten crime prevention awareness 
•	 Generate support for, and participation in, local 

anti-crime programs 
•	 Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-

community partnerships 
The community can expect citywide neighborhood 

events such as block parties that include fun for all 
ages. For more information about NNO and to watch 
the kickoff video on Aug. 5, visit www.cor.net/NNO or 
scan the QR code.  

KICKOFF AND PARTY 
REGISTRATION VIDEO

TUESDAY, AUG. 5

“CAN DO” FOOD DRIVE
RESIDENTS ARE ASKED TO BRING CANNED 
FOOD DONATIONS TO NNO BLOCK PARTIES 
TO HELP FILL THE PANTRY AT NETWORK OF 

COMMUNITY MINISTRIES.

PUBLIC SAFETY EXPO 
HUFFHINES PARK

SATURDAY, SEPT. 20, 10 A.M.-NOON

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
TUESDAY, OCT. 7

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT EVENTS

www.cor.net/NNO

S C A N  T H E

QR CODE

PURCHASING AWARD RECEIVED
RICHARDSON HAS RECEIVED AWARD FOR 
28 CONSECUTIVE YEARS

The City of Richardson has been awarded the 2025 Annual Achievement of 
Excellence in Procurement® (AEP) from the National Procurement Institute, 
Inc. (NPI). This is the 28th consecutive year that Richardson has received the 
award.  

The AEP Award is earned by agencies that demonstrate a commitment 
to procurement excellence. This annual program recognizes procurement 
organizations that embrace Innovation, Professionalism, Productivity, 
Leadership and e-Procurement. The AEP program encourages the 
development of excellence as well as continued organizational improvement 
to earn the award annually.

For 2025, there were 216 successful applicants including 85 cities, 48 counties, 
23 special districts, 26 school districts, 15 higher education agencies, seven 
state or provincial agencies and 12 others. 

NEW DIRECTORS NAMED 
FINANCE, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES GET NEW LEADERS

In July, City Manager Don Magner 
announced two new appointments to 
the City’s executive leadership team, 
with Todd Gastorf named Director of 
Finance and Tina Firgens appointed 
Director of Development Services. 
Both bring extensive experience 
and deep institutional knowledge to 
roles critical to the City’s continued 
growth and success.
FINANCE LEADERSHIP 
TRANSITION

Gastorf officially stepped into 
his new role on July 14, following 
the retirement of longtime public 
servant Anita Cothran, who 
concluded a distinguished 38-year 

career in municipal finance on 
July 11. A Certified Government 
Finance Officer, Gastorf has served 
Richardson for 16 years in positions 
including Assistant Director of 
Finance and Purchasing & Franchise 
Manager. He is widely recognized 
in the City for his leadership in 
transparency, fiscal stewardship and 
his role in maintaining Richardson’s 
Triple A bond rating from Moody’s 
and Standard & Poor’s.
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
LEADERSHIP UPDATE

Firgens, AICP, will begin serving 
as Richardson’s Director of 
Development Services on Aug. 11. She 

brings more than 30 years of urban 
planning and municipal leadership 
experience across North Texas, 
including a prior role in Richardson 
as Planning Projects Manager from 
2013-18. Most recently, she served 
as Deputy Director of Development 
Services and Planning Director 
for the City of Denton. She will 
lead a department focused on 
long-range planning, zoning, and 
implementation of the City’s recently 
adopted comprehensive plan. 

For more information on City 
leadership and organizational 
structure, visit www.cor.net.

Todd Gastorf Tina FirgensAnita Cothran

CITY EARNS 
SIXTH TRANSPARENCY STAR

The City of Richardson has earned its sixth and final 
Transparency Star from the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, achieving full distinction in the statewide 
Transparency Stars program. The program recognizes 
local governments that go above and beyond in providing 
clear, accessible, and comprehensive public information.

Last year, the Comptroller’s Office added a sixth 
category to the Transparency Stars program. With this 
latest recognition in Open Government & Compliance, 
Richardson continues its standard of excellence by 
continuing to achieve recognition in all categories, that 
include:

•	 Traditional Finances,
•	 Contracts & Procurement,
•	 Economic Development,
•	 Public Pensions,
•	 Debt Obligations, and
•	 Open Government & Compliance.
“This recognition reflects our long-standing commitment 

to transparency and accountability,” said City Manager 
Don Magner. “We believe that building public trust starts 
with making municipal operations open and accessible 

to everyone. Earning all 
six Transparency Stars 
is not just a badge of 
honor, it’s a symbol of the 
high standards we set for 
ourselves and our promise 
to uphold them for the 
people we serve.”

The Comptroller’s Office 
launched the Transparency 
Stars program in 2016 to 
spotlight cities, counties and school districts making 
significant progress toward greater openness. Richardson 
was the second city in Texas to earn all five available stars 
when the program began. Now, with this sixth and final 
star, the City becomes one of only 12 local governments 
statewide, out of 242 recognized participants, to achieve 
full six-star status.

Richardson’s financial transparency website is available 
at www.cor.net/Transparency. To learn more about the 
Transparency Stars program, visit www.comptroller.
texas.gov/transparency/local/stars.

An article published in July by CoStar highlights 
Richardson as the leader in large office lease 
activity across the Dallas-Fort Worth region, 
capturing 32 percent of new office leases over 
50,000 square feet through mid-2025. It’s the 
city’s highest share since 2011, with City Manager 
Don Magner attributing the success to a change 
in strategy that includes focus on property owner 
partnerships, targeted incentives, and permitting 
support that helps companies move quickly.

Major leases secured so far this year include AT&T 
(~180,000 SF), GEICO (~165,100 SF) and Halff (~84,000 
SF), with many concentrated at Galatyn Commons 
Office Park. The campus is in the heart of Richardson’s 
corporate district near U.S. Highway 75 and State 
Highway 190 and includes access to DART’s Red Line 
at the Galatyn Park Station, as well as the Renaissance 
Dallas Richardson Hotel, Eisemann Center for Performing Arts, access to 
parks and trails, and other amenities.

Richardson’s economic development efforts aim to attract and retain 
high-quality tenants, support job growth, and ensure Richardson remains 
competitive in a shifting office market.

Richardson’s Commercial Office Strategy
•	 Collaborate with property owners to upgrade buildings/amenities,
•	 Offer tenant improvement grants to make office deals more financially 

feasible, and
•	 Target redevelopment of specific office properties.

These initiatives are designed to attract/retain business and enhance/
redevelop campuses for long-term tenants.

RECENT ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 
RICHARDSON’S LEAD IN OFFICE 
LEASING

32%
Richardson captured 

32% of all DFW 
o�ce lease activity 
over 50,000 SQ FT 
through mid-2025.

* Data provided by CoStar



A Richardson Fire Department captain, three additional 
Richardson firefighters and a staff member from the City’s 
Office of Emergency Management (OEM) deployed to 
Central Texas as part of the rescue and recovery efforts 
related to the severe July 4 flooding.

The four firefighters deployed to Llano, Texas on July 4 
are part of Texas Task Force 2, one of the state of Texas’ 
two Urban Search & Rescue teams. While in Llano, they 
worked with first responders from across the state to 
help remove people from flooded residences. Once the 
initial rescue work was complete, task force members 
searched creeks and rivers in Travis and Burnet counties 
for several days before moving to Leander, Texas and 
continuing search efforts further south. The OEM staff 
member was deployed to Austin on July 9 for a 12-day 
stint to support Travis County’s flood response as part of 
the Incident Support Task Force.

Richardson currently has eight firefighters who serve 
on Texas Task Force 2. The task force formed in 2007 and 
provides personnel and equipment to locate, extricate, 

rescue and provide immediate medical treatment to 
victims trapped as a result of a natural or man-made 
disaster. Since its inception, it has been deployed more 
than 50 times. Deployments have included widespread 
disasters such as Hurricane Harvey, as well as disasters 
closer to Richardson such as the Garland and Rowlett 
tornadoes in 2015 and the Canton tornadoes in 2017. 
Team members have also responded to severe flooding 
in Central Texas on multiple occasions, including the 
Blanco River flooding in 2015 and the Llano River 
flooding in 2018.

Additionally, Richardson has 19 firefighters who serve 
on Texas Emergency Medical Task Force 2, a state-
deployable medical team that offers rapid medical 
assistance to emergency operation systems during 
large scale incidents. The medical task force was not 
deployed to Central Texas, but Richardson members 
have been deployed in the past including to Houston in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, where they worked 
alongside medical crews from across the United States. 

TO CENTRAL TEXAS FOLLOWING JULY 4 FLOODING

RICHARDSON 
FIRST RESPONDERS 
DEPLOYED
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August is MedicAlert Awareness Month. 
Medical professionals and first responders 
advise that anyone with an increased risk of a 
medical emergency have their personal health 
and medical history information readily 
available in their homes during an emergency. 
This is important for anyone with special 
health conditions or needs and most seniors. 

When first responders are called out to 
medical emergencies at home, they may 
only have a few minutes to properly assess 
the situation, treat the patient and begin 
transporting them to a hospital. To make the 
most of the precious life-saving minutes, the 
Richardson Fire Department has a program 
for City residents who may have medical 
conditions or needs called the “File of Life 
Program.” The “file” contains:

•	 One plastic, red file sleeve
•	 A registration card
•	 A medical information form
The registration card asks for basic 

information such as the patient’s name, 
address, emergency contact and a very brief 
checklist of any medical conditions. Once it is 
returned to the Richardson Fire Department, 
first responders are alerted that the patient 
has a “file” and are informed of any medical 
conditions. 

The registration can be returned to any Fire 
Station or City building. It can also be mailed 
to the Richardson Fire Department, Fire 
Marshal’s Office at 300 N. Greenville Ave., 
Richardson, TX 75081. You can also request a 
form by e-mailing FMO@cor.gov.

The form is to be kept in its red, plastic 
sleeve with a magnetic strip and placed on the 
refrigerator door in a very visible area, so that 
emergency responders know where to look 
when entering the home. The form includes 
everything on the registration card, but adds 
the preferred physician, hospital, insurance 
information, additional medical condition 
information, known allergies and important 
medical history details. This information 
should be updated regularly to provide 
accurate information. 

WHERE TO GET FILE OF LIFE 
PACKET

Packets are available at all Richardson Fire 
Stations. You can also call the Richardson 
Fire Marshal’s Office at 972-744-5750. Visit 
www.cor.net/FileofLife for more information.

STATE OF TEXAS EMERGENCY 
ASSISTANCE REGISTRY

Another free registry that provides local 
emergency planners and emergency 
responders with additional information is the 
State of Texas Emergency Assistance Registry 
(STEAR) program. People who require 
medical assistance during an emergency, 
are medically fragile, have limited mobility, 
or require personal care assistance are 
encouraged to register online by visiting stear.
tdem.texas.gov, calling 2-1-1, or using your 
video telephone relay option of choice to 
contact 2-1-1 at 877-541-7905.

RICHARDSON 
FIRE DEPARTMENT

LIFEOF
FILE

LIFEOF
FILE



RICHARDSON TODAY, AUGUST 2025 PAGE 5

ALTRUSA

Adalyn Hardeman

The Altrusa International of Richardson Foundation, Inc. offers scholarships for recent high 
school graduates who live in Richardson or attend an RISD school and are planning to attend 
vocational training or a two-year or four-year college or university. This year’s recipients, from 
left, are: Adara Dudley McBeth, Marissa McWhorter, Emma Sharkey, Jennifer Rayman, Elise 
Gasper and Brooklyn Ceasar.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

2025 
SHERRILL PARK 
SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDED TO FORMER 
JJ PEARCE GOLFER

A $5,000 scholarship was awarded this summer 
to recent JJ Pearce High School graduate Adalyn 
Hardeman through the Sherrill Park Golf Course/
Two Dads and a Coach scholarship program. The 
scholarship is awarded yearly to a senior on a 
Richardson ISD golf team and has been endowed 
thanks to the generosity and support of Nathan 
and Bonnie Shea of Richardson, and Kevin and 
Cristi Ryan, also of Richardson.  

The scholarship is allotted through the Northern 
Texas PGA Foundation in the name of Sherrill 
Park Golf Course/Two Dads and a Coach in 
honor of Bonnie’s father, Coleman Looper, and 
Kev-in’s father, Terry Ryan, and also Nathan Shea, 
who was the Berkner High School golf coach 
from 1990-98. The Sheas and Ryans grew up in 
Richardson and are graduates of Berkner High 
School. Coleman and Terry are longtime golfers 
at Sherrill Park Golf Course.  

Hardenman will be attending Auburn 
University and majoring in architecture. 

BENEFITTING

Every year, dozens of DFW-area 
companies come together to participate 
in the Richardson Corporate Challenge. 
This year, the 10-week Olympic-style 
competition is celebrating 27 years and will 
kick off Friday, Aug. 8 at 5:30 p.m. People 
traveling near Huffhines Park during this 
time can expect to see more traffic in the 
area. 

The event promotes teamwork, company 
pride and company wellness through 
healthy competition. The participating 

companies are split into divisions and 
compete in more than two dozen different 
events from softball to volleyball and 
billiards to golf. These games take place 
during the week after normal business 
hours and on the weekends. 

Corporate Challenge raises funds for 
Special Olympics Texas. Since 1998, 
participating companies have raised more 
than $3.45 million for special Olympics 
Texas. 

CORPORATE CHALLENGE 
BEGINS THIS MONTH IN RICHARDSON

The City is beginning work on Safer Streets 
Richardson, a citywide Safety Action Plan that 
aims to reduce fatalities and serious injuries on 
local roadways. 

The plan will examine safety for all road 
users, including drivers, pedestrians, cyclists, 
micromobility users and public transit riders. It 
will include a review of current transportation 
conditions, crash data and internal city practices 
to identify where improvements are needed. 

Community input will play a central role in 
shaping the plan. Residents are encouraged to 
share safety concerns, point out problem areas 
and discuss possible solutions. 

An online survey opens Aug. 1 and remain 
available through the end of September. The City 
will also host several public meetings over the 
next few months to gather additional feedback. 

Information gathered through the survey and 
events will be used to help identify and prioritize 
specific strategies and projects that could improve 
safety across the city. 

The study is funded through the U.S. Department 
of Transportation’s Safe Streets and Roads for All 
(SS4A) grant program. 

More information, including the survey link 
and meeting details, is available at www.cor.net/
CommunityEngagement. 

SAFETY ACTION PLAN

UPCOMING EVENTS:
 
Tuesday, Aug. 26, 6-8 p.m. 
Community Meeting 
(Presentation begins at 6:30 p.m.) 
City Hall - Multipurpose Room 
2360 Campbell Creek Blvd.,
Suite 525

www.cor.net/CommunityEngagement

SURVEY
Friday, Aug. 1 - Tuesday, Sept. 30

SCAN
ME!

ADA TRANSITION PLAN
UPCOMING EVENTS:
 
Tuesday, Aug. 26, 6-8 p.m. 
Community Meeting 
(Presentation begins at 6:30 p.m.) 
City Hall - Multipurpose Room 
2360 Campbell Creek Blvd.,
Suite 525

The City of Richardson is developing an 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Transition Plan to identify and address barriers 
that limit access to public facilities, programs and 
transportation infrastructure. 

The purpose of the plan is to ensure that all 
residents, including those with disabilities, can 
access and use city facilities, sidewalks, parks, 
public meetings and other services.  

The ADA requires public entities to have a 
documented plan outlining how they will bring 
buildings, programs and infrastructure into 
compliance with federal accessibility standards. 
The plan includes a review of existing conditions, 
identification of physical and programmatic 
barriers, and a proposed timeline for making 
improvements. 

As part of the planning process, the City is 
seeking input from the community. Residents are 
invited to share their experiences and provide 
feedback in person at a community meeting on 
Aug. 26 or by completing an online survey.

For ADA meeting accommodations, contact 
ADACoordinator@cor.gov or 972-744-0908

www.cor.net/CommunityEngagement

SURVEY
Friday, Aug. 1 to
Tuesday, Sept. 30 SCAN

ME!

S A F E R  S T R E E T S
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WANT TO
R E A D
MORE?

“Wild Chocolate”
Rowan Jacobsen

www.cor.net/OneBook  |  www.facebook.com/RROBTX

•	 “The Chocolate Maker’s Wife” by Karen Brooks 
•	 “Chocolat: A Novel” by Joanne Harris 
•	 “Like Water for Chocolate” by Laura Esquivel 
•	 “The Loveliest Chocolate Shop in Paris” by Jenny Colgan 
•	 “Making Chocolate: From Bean to Bar to S’more” by Todd Masonis 

•	 “Chocolate Wars: the 150-Year Rivalry Between the World’s Greatest 
Chocolate Makers” by Deborah Cadbury 

•	 “The Chocolate Tree:” A Natural History of Cacao by Allen Young 
•	 “Chocolate: Sweet Science and Dark Secrets of the World’s Favorite Treat” 

by Kay Frydenborg 

1.	 How does Jacobsen explore the cultural significance of chocolate in different societies? 
What role does chocolate play in history, and how does it influence the relationships 
between people and the environment? 

2.	 Jacobsen discusses the environmental and ethical concerns surrounding chocolate 
production. How does he present the challenges and solutions related to sustainability in 
the chocolate industry? 

3.	 The book delves into the biology and science of cacao. How does the author intertwine 
scientific explanations with storytelling, and how does this deepen our understanding of 
chocolate beyond its flavor and enjoyment? 

4.	 What does “wild” chocolate mean in the context of the book? How does the concept of 
“wildness” contrast with the mass production of chocolate we are familiar with today? 

5.	 In the book, Jacobsen shares personal experiences and visits to cacao farms. How do 
these experiences shape the narrative and your perception of chocolate? How does the 
personal connection compare with the way chocolate is consumed globally? 

6.	 How does globalization affect the cacao trade, and what are the implications of this for 
small farmers and their livelihoods? How does Jacobsen address the tension between 
artisanal and mass-produced chocolate? 

7.	 Jacobsen provides a rich history of cacao and its cultural significance. How does the book 
illuminate the ways chocolate has shaped different cultures and civilizations? Were there 
any historical revelations that surprised you? 

8.	 Jacobsen describes wild chocolate as having distinct flavors. How did his descriptions 
of flavor profiles impact your view of chocolate as more than just a sweet treat? Did you 
try any new chocolate after reading the book, or did it change your appreciation for the 
chocolate you eat? 

9.	 How does Jacobsen challenge our perception of chocolate as either a common 
commodity or a luxurious indulgence? What are the economic and social implications 
of these differing views? 

10.	 After reading the book, how do you think the future of chocolate will unfold? What 
trends or shifts do you foresee in the way chocolate is grown, produced and consumed? 

11.	 Did reading “Wild Chocolate” change the way you view chocolate or the chocolate 
industry? If so, how? Have you thought differently about where your chocolate comes 
from or its environmental and social impact? 

12.	 How did you feel about Jacobsen’s writing style and structure in this book? Did you find 
the narrative style engaging or challenging? How did he blend scientific, historical and 
personal storytelling? 

As part of Richardson Reads One Book’s expanded 
programming, the Library welcomed Chef Zach 
Townsend of www.DallasChocolateClasses.com 
to Richardson for a free class on truffle rolling. 
While living in Paris, Townsend learned from 

some of Europe’s top chocolatiers before moving 
to Dallas. When he is not teaching chocolate 
classes, Townsend has worked as a French-to-
English translator of several cookbooks and has 
had his own recipes published in others, including 

Rose Levy Beranbaum’s “The Cookie Bible,” which 
is available at the Richardson Public Library.  

With Townsend’s permission, we are sharing the 
following recipe from the Richardson Reads One 
Book truffle rolling class.

INGREDIENTS
•	 10 oz | 284 gr: 40% cacao dark milk chocolate, preferably Valrhona Jivara or a similar high-quality milk 

chocolate at or near the same percentage cacao 
•	 ½ cup plus 1 tablespoon | 142 gr: heavy whipping cream 
•	 1 to 2 pinches sea salt 

DIRECTIONS
1.	 Finely chop the chocolate and place it in a large heatproof (or microwave-safe) bowl and melt it over low heat 

in a double boiler, hot water bath or microwave. Do not heat it over 110 degrees Fahrenheit. 
2.	 Place the cream in a small saucepan and heat over medium-high heat just until very warm. Pour half the 

cream into the melted chocolate, stirring quickly in the center and moving out to the edges to fully incorporate 
the cream. Add half the remaining cream and blend again, followed by the last portion of the cream. The 
ganache may look broken or elastic; this is normal and desired. The chocolate should be emulsified (smooth 
and creamy) after the last of the cream is fully incorporated. 

3.	 Add salt and stir until incorporated. (You can use an immersion blender to perfect the emulsion.) 
4.	 Let the mixture cool completely, covered and undisturbed, at room temperature for several hours (at warm 

room temperature the ganache should be thick, smooth and creamy). Once set, refrigerate for 2-3 hours so 
that it’s firm enough to roll by hand. Note: for a firmer truffle, increase your chocolate quantity, but be sure to 
maintain your emulsion. 

RROB will host Rowan Jacobsen for an author lecture and book signing on Tuesday, Sept. 16 at First United Methodist Church 
Richardson, 503 N. Central Expy. Online tickets will be available beginning Tuesday, Aug. 26. A ticketed author luncheon will be held 
at the Crowe Museum of Asian Art of the University of Texas at Dallas on Wednesday, Sept. 17. Tickets for the author luncheon will be 
available beginning Monday, Aug. 11. For the latest details about both groups of tickets, visit www.cor.net/OneBook. 

For more information, call 972-744-4350 or visit www.cor.net/OneBook. Richardson Reads One Book is also on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/RROBTX. 

AUTHOR EVENTS

Rowan Jacobsen writes about science and nature 
and the less-explored corners of the world for 
Harper’s, Outside, The Atlantic, Scientific American, 
Smithsonian, The New York Times, The Washington 
Post, MIT Technology Review, Businessweek and 
others, and his work has been anthologized in The 
Best American Science & Nature Writing and other 
collections. He has received awards from the James 
Beard Foundation, the Society of American Travel 
Writers, and the Overseas Press Club. He is the author 
of nine books, including “A Geography of Oysters,” 
“Fruitless Fall” and “Truffle Hound,” several of which 
have been named to Best Book of the Year lists by the 
Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, Boston Globe, 
NPR, and Publishers Weekly.

Rowan Jacobsen’s “Wild Chocolate: Across the Americas in Search of Cacao’s Soul,” is this year’s 
Richardson Reads One Book selection. The book takes a look at the “specialty” chocolate on the 
shelves today, and how it gets there, while taking a deep dive into the story of the farmers of wild-
grown cocoa and chocolate makers.

If you are interested in reading “Wild Chocolate: Across the Americas in Search of Cacao’s Soul,” it 
is available at the Library and can be checked out through the Library’s website.

AUTHOR 
INFORMATION

HAVE A HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE

MILK CHOCOLATE GANACHE (FOR TRUFFLES)

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN READING MORE, CHECK OUT THESE BOOKS FROM THE RICHARDSON PUBLIC LIBRARY

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS provided by the Richardson Public Library
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etG ready for

The annual tax-free shopping weekend is Aug. 8-10. Sales tax will not 
be charged on most clothing and footwear, school-related backpacks and 
school supplies from Friday, Aug. 8 to Sunday, Aug. 10. The exemption 
applies to each article of clothing, footwear, backpack or supply sold for 
less than $100, regardless of how many items are purchased. 

For more information, visit the Texas Comptroller’s website at 
www.texastaxholiday.org.

Network of Community 
Ministries is part of the 
Richardson ISD’s Backpack 
Bash! The event provides 
school supplies and other 
essentials for families in 
need. This year, Network 
is aiming to provide at 
least 1,600 students with 
backpacks and supplies. 

To donate money to help 
purchase school supply 
kits and backpacks for the 
Backpack Bash, visit www.
thenetwork.org/donate-
today and indicate your 
contribution is for Tools for 
School to denote it is meant 
for the Backpack Bash. 
School clothing and supplies can 
also be donated in-person at Network during 
business hours at 1500 International Parkway, Ste. 300, in 
Richardson. 

Want to support a student, staff or family? Visit the RISD Foundation 
to find out more information. www.richardsonisdfoundation.org

The Plano ISD Education Foundation is collecting school supplies 
for Plano ISD students. Visit www.pisd.edu/corestore for information 
and a list of needed supplies. 

Facial tissues
Manila paper

Construction paper
Binders (3 inch)

Composition books
Notebook paper

Spiral notebooks (1 subject)
Two-pocket folders

#2 pencils
Colored pencils

Pink bevel erasers

Washable markers
Crayons

Black, blue and red pens
Glue sticks/4 oz glue bottles

Children’s scissors
Rulers
Tape

Watercolor paints
Zippered supply bags

Backpacks
Plastic pencil boxes

RISD VOLUNTEER
Volunteers change everything – where they live, work and play – and transform their own lives in the process 

of serving others. Whether it’s connecting to a specific project in the community or supporting teachers and 
students in the classroom or providing volunteer support for a district event, volunteers are always needed. 
Apply today to volunteer in RISD. web.risd.org/home/volunteer.

SCHOOL HOURS
Pre-K Programs

Check with home campus
Grades K-6

7:50 a.m.-3:10 p.m.
Junior High

8:15 a.m.-3:40 p.m.
High School

9 a.m.-4:20 p.m.

2025-26 RICHARDSON ISD CALENDAR
• Aug. 12 •

Classes begin
• Sept. 1 •

Labor Day holiday
• Oct. 10-13 •

Fall break
• Nov. 3-4 •

Student holiday
• Nov. 24-28 •

Thanksgiving holiday 
• Dec. 22-Jan. 5 •

Winter break/student holidays
• Jan. 19 •

Martin Luther King Jr. holiday

• Feb. 16 •
Student holiday
• March 16-20 •

Spring break
• April 3 & April 6 •
Student holiday or 
snow make-up day

• May 22 •
Classes end

• TBA •
High School graduations

469-593-0000  |  www.risd.org
RICHARDSON ISDRICHARDSON ISDRICHARDSON ISDRICHARDSON ISDRICHARDSON ISD

PISD VOLUNTEER
 Support education in Plano ISD by volunteering. Volunteer applications are available at 
www.pisd.edu/volunteer. For information on the Plano ISD Education Foundation, 
visit www.pisd.edu/foundation.

SCHOOL HOURS
Early Childhood

Beaty, Isaacs, Pearson and 
Head Start

7:55 a.m.-3:15 p.m.
Pre-K

7:40 a.m.-3 p.m.
Elementary

7:40 a.m.-3 p.m.
Middle School

8:25 a.m.-3:45 p.m.
High School,  

Senior High School and 
Academy High School

9:05 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

2025-26 PLANO ISD CALENDAR
• Aug. 12 •

Classes begin
• Sept. 1 •

Labor Day holiday
• Oct. 13-17 •

Student holiday
• Nov. 4 •

Student holiday
• Nov. 24-28 •

Thanksgiving holiday
• Dec. 22-Jan. 5 •

Winter break/student holidays
• Jan. 19 •

Martin Luther King Jr. holiday

• Feb. 16-17 •
Student holiday
• March 16-20 •

Spring break
• March 23 •

Student holiday
• April 3 •

Student holiday
• May 22 •
Classes end

• TBA •
High School graduations

469-752-8100  |  www.pisd.edu
PISD Registration Information 

Online registration for Plano ISD is open. For more information on 
registering your child in Plano ISD, visit www.pisd.edu/enrollment, call 
469-752-8767 or e-mail parentportal@pisd.edu. To access the Plano ISD 
Parent Portal, visit www.pisd.edu/Page/17458.

PLANO PLANO ISDISDPLANO PLANO ISDISDPLANO ISD

RISD Registration Information 
Whether you’re new to Richardson ISD, or returning for another 

year of school, take advantage of convenient online enrollment using a 
PowerSchool registration account. Parents should contact their school 
with any questions about enrollment or to submit pending documents. To 
register online or for more information, visit web.risd.org/enrollonline.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

SCHOOL SUPPLY
D R I V E S  U N D E R W AY

BACK-TO-SCHOOL
SALES TAX HOLIDAY 
IS AUG. 8-10



RICHARDSON TODAY, AUGUST 2025 PAGE 8

RICHARDSON POOL SCHEDULE

Cottonwood and Glenville closed for the season Sunday, July 27. Canyon Creek and Terrace will remain open until Sunday, Aug. 10.
After Aug. 10, Heights Family Aquatic Center will remain open on weekends only through Labor Day Monday, Sept. 1.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

HEIGHTS FAMILY
AQUATIC CENTER Closed Noon-8 p.m. Noon-8 p.m. Noon-8 p.m. Noon-8 p.m. Noon-8 p.m. Noon-8 p.m.

CANYON CREEK 1-8 p.m. 1-8 p.m. Closed 1-8 p.m. 1-8 p.m. 1-8 p.m. 1-8 p.m.

TERRACE 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 1-8 p.m. 1-8 p.m.

Visit www.cor.net/Aquatics to learn more about Richardson Aquatics.

Creeks enhance the beauty and enjoyment 
of many Richardson neighborhoods and 
play a vital role in moving rainwater through 
stormwater drainage systems to prevent 
flooding. If your property has a creek or a 
waterway adjacent to it or flowing through 
it, you are likely responsible for the regular 
maintenance of that area to preserve its 
drainage function.

Creeks that are not maintained regularly 
become overgrown with weeds, collect 
brush and trash, and become obstructed and 
unattractive. This can increase the risk of 
flooding and cause problems that diminish 
the use and enjoyment of your property such 
as poison ivy, stagnant water, nesting areas 
for unwanted animals and an increase in 
mosquitoes. 
GUIDELINES FOR CREEK MAINTENANCE
Trees, brush and wood debris: Remove 

fallen trees, brush and tree limbs from the 

creek since they catch trash and cause stagnant 
water and sediment to build up. This can 
create a breeding ground for mosquitoes. They 
can also block the natural flow of the creek, 
which can lead to flooding and prevent the 
creek from playing its role in the stormwater 
drainage system. 
Debris, trash and litter: Storm runoff may 

deposit trash or litter in the drainage way. 
Regular removal of litter will help maintain 
the creek’s natural appearance, improve water 
quality and deter the presence of rodents and 
other animals.
Slope protection: Sloped banks that do 

not have healthy ground cover have a greater 
potential to experience erosion. The best, lowest 
cost, option to protect your bank from erosion 
is to keep natural vegetation established. Non-
maintained creek banks will likely experience 
changes faster than those with healthy ground 
vegetation. Any slope stabilization measures 

that are in place, such as retaining walls, should 
be inspected at least twice a year and repaired 
promptly at the first sign of any damage or 
erosion. This will save you money and preserve 
your property in the long run.
Maintain planted ground cover in the 

creek area: The root systems of established 
grasses and plants should be left in place as 
they help stabilize the soil and prevent slope 
erosion. Ground cover and other vegetation 
should be kept trimmed to prevent overgrowth 
and promote strong roots. Do not clear the 
creek slopes to bare ground and replace grasses 
and ground cover that are lost during high flow.
USE BABIC SERVICE FOR CLEAN UP

The City can pick up trees, debris and bulky 
items removed from the creek, through the 
Brush and Bulky Item Collection (BABIC) 
service. BABIC is offered to Richardson 
residents at no additional charge and is designed 
to help residents dispose of large amounts of 

brush or oversized items that cannot be placed 
out for regular trash collection.

A resident’s BABIC day is the same as their 
recycling day, and residents are asked to request 
brush or bulky item collection service prior to 
placing an item between the sidewalk and the 
street curb for collection. BABIC service can be 
requested by:

•	 Calling 972-744-4111
•	 Using the MyRichardson App
•	 Visiting www.cor.net/BABIC 

NEED HELP WITH MAINTENANCE?
For more information on maintaining 

creeks, including information about erosion 
protection, permits required for improvements 
near the creek and a list of companies offering 
maintenance, contact the Capital Projects and 
Engineering Department at 972-744-4280 or 
go to www.cor.net/CreekMaintenance.

CREEK MAINTENANCE
PRESERVES PROPERTY, AIDS DRAINAGE

Property owners are responsible for removing downed trees 
blocking creeks to help maintain proper drainage.

Homeowners can install erosion control mats along creek banks 
to help stabilize soil and prevent erosion of their property.

Blocked storm drains are often caused by yard waste left in 
streets, which can lead to improper draining  during heavy rain.










