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Arts &
MusicFestival

COMMUNITY EVENTS

DISCOUNTED WILDFLOWER!
FESTIVAL TICKETS ON SALE

Tickets are now on sale for the 2026
Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival, scheduled

for May 15-17 at Galatyn Park Urban Center.
» page 3

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

WILDFLOWER! FESTIVAL
COMMUNITY SURVEY OPEN
Complete a short survey about the annual
festival for a chance to win four 2026
Wildflower! VIP Weekend Passes.

RECREATION

HEALTHIER TEXAS
COMMUNITY CHALLENGE

Richardson is joining more than 20,000
Texans across 300 communities in the 2026
Healthier Texas Community Challenge.

» page 7

ARTS AND CULTURE

STUDENT MLK/BHM ESSAY,
ART CONTEST

Students are invited to participate in the
celebration of local cultural contributions

through the annual essay and art contests.
» page 12

BUILDING IS EXPECTED
TO OPEN IN EARLY 2027

The City of Richardson celebrated an important milestone last
month in the construction of its new City Hall as crews placed the
final structural beam at the highest point of the building. The topping-
off ceremony brought together City Council members, City staff,
project partners and community leaders to mark the achievement
and recognize the work that has brought the project to this stage.
Before the beam was lifted into place, attendees were invited to sign it,
commemorating the milestone in Richardson’s civic history.

A topping-off ceremony traditionally signals the completion of a
building’s structural framework, a point when months of planning,
engineering and on-site coordination begin to take shape in a visible
way. The new City Hall, northeast of the original location near US
75 and Arapaho Road, is part of the City’s larger Municipal Campus
redevelopment and is funded through the 2021 and 2023 Bond
Programs, along with insurance proceeds from the August 2022 fire
at the old City Hall.

» page 3

City leaders recognized the many partners who have played a role
in the project’s progress, including McCownGordon Construction,
AECOM and Architexas, as well as the construction crews, trade
partners, inspectors and City staff whose day-to-day work has kept
the project moving safely and on schedule.

Once complete, the approximately 98,500-square-foot building will
provide a modern home for municipal operations and create a more
accessible, service-focused experience for residents. The facility will
include a centralized customer service area, flexible workspaces and
improved public gathering areas that tie into the broader Municipal
Campus plan.

Work will continue through 2026, with the building expected to open
in early 2027. Residents can follow construction progress, including
live camera views and project updates, at www.cor.net/NewCityHall.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
RICHARDSON, TX
Permit No. 59

135 BLOCK PARTIES WERE HELD

N
(4775 e

IN RICHARDSON ON OCT.7

p -
O X
£ |_. The City of Richardson received second place in the National
zZ c Sc Association of Town Watch’s 2025 National Night Out awards for
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- “—Mm e of October. During this event, the police department collaborates
@ O O with local neighborhoods and organizations to celebrate the
> X % successful partnerships across the city. This year, there were 135
O 8 S parties throughout Richardson. Richardson has ranked in the top 10
o ~ < nationally in Category 2 for the past eight years, and in the top two
\ L O 2 spots for the past six years.
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
DAY HOLIDAY SANITATION
SCHEDULE

For the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day holiday, there will be NO
solid waste pick up, special pick up or recycling pick up Jan.
19. The table below shows the recycle make-up days.

RECYCLE COLLECTION DAY
AFFECTED BY HOLIDAY

Monday, Jan. 19

MAKE-UP DAY

Tuesday, Jan. 20

Tuesday, Jan. 20

CITY FACILITIES SCHEDULE

FACILITY CLOSING DATE/TIME

Animal Shelter Closed Jan. 19
(Contact Richardson’s Response Center at 972-744-4111
to report non-emergency animal related issues.)

City Hall, City Hall Annex, Municipal Court,
Richardson IQ®HQ, Service Center

Wednesday, Jan. 21

Closed Jan. 19

Eisemann Center Closed Jan. 19

Gymnastics Center Open Jan. 19

Heights Recreation Center,
Hufthines Recreation Center

Open Jan. 19

Library Closed Jan. 19

Senior Center Closed Jan. 19

Sherrill Park Golf Course Open Jan. 19

Tennis Center Open Jan. 19

2026

STATE ormve C|TY

ADDRESS
[ T
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 28

—— PRESENTATION BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 6:30 P.M. —

Bank of America Theatre | Eisemann Center
2351 Performance Drive, Richardson, Texas

x,
EI"JE[I; SCAN TO RESERVE EVENT TICKET
2 I o TICKETS TO STATE OF THE CITY ARE FREE

PROPOSED 2026 BOND PUBLIC HEARINGS

election. If called, Election Day will be May 2. To watch
video of past Council meetings or view meetings live,
visit www.cor.net/CITYV.

The City Council is holding two public hearings this
month so residents can have an opportunity to speak
about the projects that would be included in a potential

Mayor
Amir Omar
amir.omar@cor.gov

Last month, we celebrated
an exciting milestone in the
construction of our new City Hall,
as the final structural beam was
lifted into place. This “topping out”
marks steady progress on a project
that will soon provide a modern
home for municipal operations
and a welcoming space where our
community can come together.
When it opens next year, the new
facility will support the daily work
of our City organization while
offering our community a more
accessible and engaging connection
to their local government.

The new City Hall is one of
several major initiatives that
will be highlighted during this
year’s State of the City Address.
Presented by myself and the City
Council, the Address is our annual
opportunity to reflect on what we’ve
accomplished together and to look
ahead to the work that will shape
Richardson’s future. Its a time to
recognize the partnerships that have
made progress possible and to share
the vision guiding our next chapter.

This year’s theme, “Innovation

MAYOR’S

MESSAGE

in Every Direction,” captures the
spirit that drives much of what we
do in Richardson. Our City Council
Vision calls on us to celebrate
diversity, foster innovation and
deliver exceptional service. You can
see those values reflected across our
community, from infrastructure and
technology improvements to the
continued expansion of education,
culture and quality of life.

The State of the City Address will
be held Wednesday, Jan. 28 at 6:30
p-m. at the Eisemann Center. The
event is free and open to everyone,

with complimentary tickets
available through the Eisemann
Center website. A livestream

and on-demand recording will
also be available at www.cor.net/
StateoftheCity.

I hope you'll join us as we celebrate
the progress underway and look
forward to a bright and innovative
future for Richardson.

Y- G

Mayor Pro Tem
Ken Hutchenrider
Place 5
ken.hutchenrider@cor.gov

Council Member
Curtis Dorian
Place 1
curtis.dorian@cor.gov

Council Member
Jennifer Justice
Place 2
jennifer.justice@cor.gov

Council Member
Dan Barrios
Place 3
dan.barrios@cor.gov

Council Member
Joe Corcoran
Place 4
joe.corcoran@cor.gov

Council Member
Arefin Shamsul
Place 6
arefin.shamsul@cor.gov

CONTACT THE CITY COUNCIL

2026 Bond Program. At its Dec. 15 meeting, the City
Council was presented with a proposed $223.4M bond
program.

Date: Jan. 5 and Jan. 12
Time: 6 p.m.
Location: Richardson City Hall, 2360 Campbell Creek

The Council must decide by Feb. 9 whether to call an  Blvd., Suite 525

WEEK IN REVIEW

CITY NEWS AVAILABLE @ WEEK IN REVIEW Visit www.cor.net/ENews

RICHARDSONTODAY

Richardson Today is a monthly publication of the City of Richardson. It is free for Richardson residents. The publication
is designed to keep citizens of Richardson informed of activities and news that may be of interest to them. If you have
ADA Coordinator

any comments or suggestions concerning this or future issues, please send them to:
972-744-0908

ADACoordinator@cor.gov

Please contact the ADA Coordinator as
soon as possible, but no later than 48
hours before a scheduled event.

Citizens Information Services 972-744-4104 RichardsonToday@cor.gov

REQUESTING AN ACCOMMODATION

The City of Richardson will make all reasonable modifications to policies
and programs to ensure that people with disabilities have an equal
opportunity to enjoy all City programs, services and activities. Anyone
who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or
a modification of policies or procedures to participate in a City program,
service or activity, is requested to contact:

Richardson City Council
City Hall
2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 525

972-744-4203

www.cor.net/Council
AskRichardsonCityCouncil@cor.gov

ABOUT CITY MEETINGS

City Council meetings are held at City Hall, 2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite
525, unless otherwise noted. Visit www.cor.net/CityCouncil to see meeting
dates and locations or call 972-744-4290.

The City Council typically holds business meetings on the second and fourth
Monday of each month, and work sessions are typically held every Monday.
Meeting times and locations are subject to change and are posted at www.cor.
net/CityCouncil. The meetings are open to the public, and citizens are welcome
to attend. Each meeting’s agenda is posted on the City website, www.cor.net.

The City Council agenda is posted on Tuesday evening prior to the Monday
night meeting. You may request a copy of the agenda or more information by
calling the City Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4290.

City Council meetings are broadcast live on the City’s website at www.cor.
net/CITV. For replay videos of previous City Council meetings, as well as
videos of City Plan Commission meetings and audio of all other board and
commission meetings, visit www.cor.net/CITV.

CONTACTING THE CITY

2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 525

Normal Operating Hours (8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday): 972-744-4100
24/7 After Hours Call Center: 972-744-4111
AskRichardsonConcern@cor.gov
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ROTARY CLUB RECOGNIZES CITY EMPLOYEES
AWARDS GIVEN ANNUALLY AT DECEMBER LUNCHEON

Cheryl Bushell and Richard
Boedecker have been named
the 2025 Supervisor of the Year
and 2025 Employee of the Year,
respectively, by the Richardson
Rotary Club. Bushell is a Code
Enforcement Manager, while
Boedecker is a Driver/Loader
for Public Services’ Solid Waste
Division. The awards, given by
the Club since 1992, are designed
to recognize City employees who
made significant contributions
during the past year.

Bushell has been with the City
for more than 32 years. She
began her career as an Animal
Services Officer at the Animal
Shelter. She later transitioned
into Code Enforcement and has
since contributed her expertise to
Neighborhood Integrity, Building
Inspection and Community
Services—first as a supervisor
and now as a manager. She

currently oversees the City’s
multi-family and commercial
inspection programs, leading
a team that conducts annual
inspections, responds to
complaints and assists tenants.
She works closely with her
team to support them as they
work with property owners and
managers to ensure properties
remain in good condition and
safe for public use while also
helping resolve tenant concerns.
Supporting the community and
knowing she can make a positive
difference in someone’s life is one
of the reasons she loves her job.

Boedecker began his career with
the City in 1991 as a Preventative
Maintenance Attendant in Fleet
Services. Two years later he was
promoted to  Driver/Loader
in the Solid Waste Division. A
familiar face in the community
and a trusted presence among

From left: City Manager Don Magner, Cheryl Bushell, Richard

Boedecker and Richardson Rotary President Abbie Kauffman.

his coworkers, he is known for
his friendly nature, reliability and
the respect he shows everyone
he meets. Over the years, he has
supported Residential, Recycling
and BABIC collection services,
developing a strong reputation

for dependability, attention to
detail and teamwork. He has also
been instrumental in training
new employees, helping ensure
proper collection procedures and
consistent service standards.

ALTRUSA
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS OPEN JAN. 2

Altrusa International of Richardson will begin
accepting scholarship applications Friday, Jan. 2.
Last year, Altrusa Richardson awarded $22,000 in
educational scholarships to RISD seniors.

Applications ~ will ~be available at www.
AltrusaRichardson.com and are due Feb. 13 at 4 p.m.

The scholarship program is for high school seniors
planning to attend universities/colleges, community
colleges or vocational training programs in the United
States. Applicants must reside in the City of Richardson
or attend an RISD school, and recipients will be selected
based on scholastic achievement, financial need,
community volunteerism, extracurricular activities and
a short essay. Scholarships must be used for the next
school year and will be sent directly to the school.

For more information, e-mail contact@
AltrusaRichardson.com. Completed applications can
be e-mailed to AltrusaRichardson@gmail.com.

Altrusa provides support to City departments and local
agencies including the Richardson Public Library, RISD
and Network of Community Ministries. It also helps
make the Richardson Reads One Book event possible.
For more information, visit www.AltrusaRichardson.
com.

PROPERTY TAX

PAYMENTS

DUE JAN. 31

Property taxes are due Jan. 31 and should be paid to either the Collin County or
Dallas County Tax Office, depending on property location. The City contracts with

Collin and Dallas counties for the collection of property taxes.

Collin County residents can make City, Collin County and Plano Independent
School District tax payments at the Collin County Tax Office branch located at 900 E.
Park Blvd. Suite 100, Plano, TX 75074, 972-881-3014, or online at https://taxpublic.

collincountytx.gov.

Dallas County residents can make City and Dallas County tax payments at the
Dallas County Tax Office located at 6820 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 75240, 877-253-

0150, or online at www.dallascounty.org/tax.

Richardson Independent School District taxes are billed by and paid to the school
tax office at 420 S. Greenville Ave., Richardson, TX 75081, 469-593-0500, or online at

https://web.risd.org/taxoffice.

All property tax payments should be postmarked no later than Jan. 31, 2026.

IF YOU LIVE IN:
Dallas County Collin County
Tax Pay to Tax Pay to
Ore.
City and County | Dallas County City and County Collin County
School RISD School Collin County

CELESTE SNEEZE

NETWORK OF COMMUNITY
MINISTRIES NAMES NEW CEO

APPOINTED TO LEAD ORGANIZATION
SERVING MORE THAN 29,000 NEIGHBORS ANNUALLY

The Network of Community Ministries has announced that
Celeste Sneeze has been unanimously approved by the board of
directors as the organization’s new president and CEO. Sneeze had
served as acting CEO for the past three months, a period in which
she demonstrated what board chair Lindsay Turman described as
“outstanding leadership” and a strong, collaborative vision for the
organization’s future.

During her interim tenure, Sneeze led several key initiatives,
including improvements to workplace culture, planning for expanded
food pantry services, securing a third-party maintenance contract
and guiding the organization through challenges created by the
suspension of SNAP benefits. She also successfully managed budget
constraints while maintaining vital community services.

Before stepping into the leadership role, Sneeze served as Network’s
Chief Program Officer, overseeing volunteer services, facilities
and program operations. Her background includes work in child
protection, shelter operations and family violence services. She holds
a degree in social sciences from Concordia University in Portland,

Celeste Sneeze, President & CEO of
Network of Community Ministries

Founded in 1985, Network supports residents of Richardson and the Richardson ISD area with food
assistance, stabilization programs, senior support and mental health services. To learn more about Network
of Community Ministries, visit www. TheNetwork.org.
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Arts
& Music
Festival

SIGN U P /. RichardsonTODAY
DIGITAL

EDITION!

Want toread Richardson Today
as soon as it’s available? Sign
up online to receive a digital
copy by e-mail at the start
of each month. You’'ll still
receive the printed version

at home, but now you can
enjoy quick and easy
access on your phone,

Visit www.cor.net/SignUp and choose
“Richardson Today” to sign up.

Help shape the future of

Wildflower!

Arts & Music
Festival by scanning the QR
code to take a quick survey
and share your thoughts. It

takes about four minutes and

enters you into a chance to
win a 2026 Wildflower! VIP

i,

Weekend Package for four.

www.cor.net/WFSurvey

Sl

ALL BOARD AND
COMMISSION MEETING
AUDIO RECORDINGS
WILL BE POSTED
ONLINE

ALIGNING WITH THE CITY’S FOCUS
ON TRANSPARENCY AND SERVICE
ENHANCEMENT

Starting this month, Richardson residents will have
expanded access to their local government. As part of the
2025-27 City Council Goals, the City is now posting audio
recordings of all board and commission meetings online.

Thisimprovement supports the Council’s priority to manage
City resources effectively, efficiently and transparently while
enhancing the services available to residents. By expanding
access to meeting information, the City is making it easier
for the community to follow the advisory groups that study
issues and make recommendations to the City Council.

Recordings will be available alongside agendas and
approved minutes so residents can listen at their convenience
and stay informed about matters that shape Richardson’s
future.

Audio files for each board and commission will be posted
at www.cor.net/CITV.
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HOME Sweet

Home Sweet Home connects
residents to workshops, tips and City
programs that support safe, beautiful

neighborhoods. Explore resources at
www.cor.net/HomeSweetHome.

Make it Beautiful. Make it You. Make it Richardson.




RICHARDSON TODAY, JANUARY 2026

PAGE 5

»€PI ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE

PLEASE AVOID PUTTING
BAGGED ITEMS IN RECYCLING

TO WATCH A
SHORT VIDEO

One of the easiest things people can do to
make recycling more efficient is to not put
bagged/bundled recycling materials within
Richardson’s blue bags—i.e. a “bag within
a bag,” or placing recyclables into plastic or
paper bags before placing into the blue bag.
Republic Services, Richardson’s recycling

NS

EMPTY CLEANDRY &

Keep recyclables free
from food and liquid.

contractor, says this practice slows down the
recycling process, not to mention that plastic
bags can get tangled in recycling machinery.
Instead, placing each item in the blue
bag individually allows Republic to sort
recyclables faster and more efficiently,
keeping costs down and ensuring that as

Cardboard

Wax-coated
Containers

many items as possible become quality
materials that can be turned into new

products.
For more information on recycling in
Richardson, visit www.cor.net/Recycling.

=R
r F

Aluminum,
Steel and Tin

Paper Towels, Plastic Bags, Facial Tissue, Toilet Tissue,
Styrofoam, Food, Grease, Chip Bags and Electronics

Some streetlights in Richardson are being
replaced as older high-pressure sodium
(HPS) fixtures reach the end of their service
life. High-pressure sodium streetlights,
known for their amber glow, are being phased
out as manufacturers discontinue production
nationwide.

As these older fixtures fail or become unsafe,
Oncor replaces them with LED streetlights,
now the industry standard. Nearby high-

IMPROVED RELIABILITY

AND LIFESPAN

HPS fixtures last 15 years and require
replacements every 4-6 years. LEDs are
rated for 15-20 years with no replacements,
reducing outages and maintenance needs.

Through Jan. 5

parking lot.

Recycling questions? Call 972-744-4111 | www.cor.net/Recycling

pressure sodium lights that are still working
remain in place until they reach the end of
their service life, allowing for a gradual, cost-
effective transition.

The new LED lighting provides clearer
visibility, better color recognition and more
focused illumination while using less energy
and requiring less maintenance.

Residents can report issues with streetlights
to Oncor at www.oncorstreetlight.com.

REDUCED ENERGY USE AND
OPERATING COSTS

LEDs consume significantly less electricity,
creating long-term savings for both utilities
and communities while improving service
reliability.

CONTINUES THROUGH JAN. 5

Richardson residents who are looking to recycle used cooking oil and
grease can do so through Monday, Jan. 5. The fat, oil and grease residue
left over from cooking will harden if it is poured down the drain and
could result in clogged pipes and costly plumbing bills. If you cooked
for the Christmas holiday or the New Year, take care of your pipes by
recycling your oil and grease.

You can take the grease to the City’s Holiday Grease Roundup through
Jan. 5 and recycle it for free.

DROP OFF HOLIDAY GREASE

1260 Columbia Dr. (at any time)
o Use a sealable container and place in the plastic bin located in the

 Grease dropped off will either be used to create biodiesel or turned
into biogas for energy production.

o NOTE: Motor oil and other automotive fluids will not be accepted.

www.defendyourdrainsnorthtexas.com




































