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MAYOR’S
MESSAGE

On Jan. 28, the City Council and I 
presented the City of Richardson’s 
State of the City Address. This annual 
event takes place at the Eisemann 
Center and allows us to look back on 
the previous year’s accomplishments, 
as well as share some of the exciting 
things that are on the horizon. 

The theme for this year’s address 
was “Innovation in Every Direction,” 
which is more than just a catchy 
phrase, it is how we do business. It is 
how the City Council sets priorities, 
and you can see this across all areas 
of Richardson. 

Throughout the address, we shared 
some of the highlights from the past 
12 months. These included record-
breaking infrastructure investments 
and several very important 
economic development deals, as well 
as partnerships with educational 
institutions, and community 
programs that make Richardson feel 
like home.

While 2025 was a great year, I 
wanted to take the opportunity to 
look forward to 2026 and what lies 
ahead. This month, the City Council 
is expected to call bond and charter 
elections for voters to consider on 

May 2. The bond program would 
include five propositions totaling 
$223 million, the largest in our 
history, with nearly 60 percent of 
the proposed funding dedicated to 
infrastructure projects. The charter 
election would include amendments 
to the City’s Charter, which serves as 
Richardson’s constitution and defines 
how local government operates.

We also look forward to growing 
our relationship with New Taipei 
City, Taiwan, which we signed a 
Friendship City Agreement with 
last fall. This relationship will 
open the doors for collaboration 
in education, culture, the arts and 
economic development, and reflects 
our ongoing role as the International 
Business Capital of North Texas.

As you can see, Richardson is truly 
innovating in every direction. If you 
were not able to attend the State of 
the City Address in person or watch 
it live on the City’s website, you can 
watch it on-demand at www.cor.net/
StateoftheCity. 

CITY NEWS AVAILABLE @ WEEK IN REVIEW Visit www.cor.net/ENews
 WEEK IN REVIEW

Richardson City Council
City Hall
2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 525

CONTACT THE CITY COUNCIL

ABOUT CITY MEETINGS
City Council meetings are held at City Hall, 2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 

525, unless otherwise noted. Visit www.cor.net/CityCouncil to see meeting 
dates and locations or call 972-744-4290. 

The City Council typically holds business meetings on the second and fourth 
Monday of each month, and work sessions are typically held every Monday. 
Meeting times and locations are subject to change and are posted at www.cor.
net/CityCouncil. The meetings are open to the public, and citizens are welcome 
to attend. Each meeting’s agenda is posted on the City website, www.cor.net. 

The City Council agenda is posted on Tuesday evening prior to the Monday 
night meeting. You may request a copy of the agenda or more information by 
calling the City Secretary’s Office at 972-744-4290.

City Council meetings are broadcast live on the City’s website at www.cor.
net/CITV. For replay videos of previous City Council meetings, as well as 
videos of City Plan Commission meetings and audio of all other board and 
commission meetings, visit www.cor.net/CITV.

CONTACTING THE CITY
2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 525
Normal Operating Hours (8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday): 972-744-4100
24/7 After Hours Call Center: 972-744-4111
AskRichardsonConcern@cor.gov

RICHARDSONTODAY
Richardson Today is a monthly publication of the City of Richardson. It is free for Richardson residents. The publication 
is designed to keep citizens of Richardson informed of activities and news that may be of interest to them. If you have 
any comments or suggestions concerning this or future issues, please send them to:

Citizens Information Services 972-744-4104     RichardsonToday@cor.gov

The City of Richardson will make all reasonable modifications to policies 
and programs to ensure that people with disabilities have an equal 
opportunity to enjoy all City programs, services and activities. Anyone 
who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or 
a modification of policies or procedures to participate in a City program, 
service or activity, is requested to contact:

ADA Coordinator
972-744-0908
ADACoordinator@cor.gov
Please contact the ADA Coordinator as 
soon as possible, but no later than 48 
hours before a scheduled event.

REQUESTING AN ACCOMMODATION

972-744-4203
www.cor.net/Council
AskRichardsonCityCouncil@cor.gov

Early voting for the March 3 
Democratic and Republican primary 
elections begins Feb. 17 and runs 
daily through Feb. 27. 

During early voting, residents 
may vote at any early voting center 
location in the county in which they 
reside. 

Dallas County has two early voting 
locations in Richardson:  

•	 Islamic Association of North 
Texas, 840 Abrams Rd.

•	 Ministerios Charisma, 740 
Melrose Dr. 

On Election Day, Dallas County 
voters will have to vote at their 
assigned precinct, a change from 
previous years. The list of Election 
Day voting locations has not been 
released by Dallas County as of press 
time for Richardson Today. 

When announced, voting locations 

will be posted at www.cor.net/
Elections as well as on the Dallas 
County election website. 

Collin County residents will be able 
to vote at any location in the county 
during the early voting period or on 
Election Day.

Collin County doesn’t have any 
early voting locations in Richardson. 
Polling locations near Richardson 
include: 

•	 Harrington Library, 1501 18th 
St., Plano

•	 Murphy Community Center, 205 
N. Murphy Rd., Murphy

Election Day polling locations for 
Richardson residents who live in 
Collin County include: 

•	 UT Dallas Callier Center, 811 
Synergy Park Blvd.

•	 Aldridge Elementary, 720 
Pleasant Valley Ln.

•	 Woodcreek Church, 3400 E. 
Renner Rd.

•	 Stinson Elementary, 4201 
Greenfield Dr.

•	 Miller Elementary, 5651 
Coventry Dr. 

Early voting hours are listed below. 
Election Day voting will take place 
Tuesday, March 3 from 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

For more information on voting, 
contact the City Secretary at 972-
744-4290 or aimee.nemer@cor.gov.

You may also contact the County 
Elections Office for the county you 
are registered in:

Collin County Elections
www.collincountytx.gov/Elections

800-687-8546
Dallas County Elections

www.dallascountyvotes.org
469-627-VOTE (8683)

EARLY VOTING BEGINS FEB. 17
FOR MARCH 3 PRIMARY ELECTIONS
RICHARDSON CITY HALL IS NOT A POLLING LOCATION

EARLY VOTING TIMES

DALLAS COUNTY COLLIN COUNTY

Feb. 17-20 — 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Feb. 17-20 — 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Feb. 21 — 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Feb. 21 — 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Feb. 22 — noon-6 p.m. Feb. 22 — 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Feb. 23-27 — 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Feb. 23-27 — 7 a.m.-7 p.m.
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THE RICHARDSON CITY COUNCIL
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO VIEW THE

www.cor.net/StateoftheCity

The program is available
for viewing at



DALLAS BLACK DANCE THEATRE
Saturday, Feb. 21, Richardson City Hall Council Chamber

3-4 p.m.  |  Open to all ages
SUPER SMART ART SPECIAL

Saturday, Feb. 28, Library Storytime Room
3-4:30 p.m.  |  For ages 7-18

As part of Black History Month, the Richardson Public 
Library has planned programming for all ages to celebrate 
Black art and artists. 

The first event, open to all ages, is a performance from the 
Dallas Black Dance Theatre. It is the oldest, continuously 
operating professional dance company in Dallas. The group 
will demonstrate some of their techniques and give an 
overview of what a dance rehearsal looks like. The dancers 
will then give a performance that highlights different elements 
from the earlier part of the program. The event takes place on 
Saturday, Feb. 21 from 3-4 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, 
2360 Campbell Creek Blvd., Suite 525. 

The second program is a Super Smart Art Special for kids 
and teens ages 7-18. This special edition of the Library’s 
Smart Art program will allow participants to admire the art 
of contemporary Black artists. They can learn more about the 
work of artists such as Faith Ringgold, Aaron Douglas and 
Amy Sherald. Afterward, there will be a chance for kids to 
make their own masterpieces. The program will also feature 
interactive art displays and photo ops for everyone. Crafts will 
be available while supplies last. This program will take place 
from Feb. 28 from 3-4:30 p.m. at the Library, 2360 Campbell 
Creek Blvd., Suite 500. 

More information about these programs can be found at 
www.cor.net/Library

BLACK HISTORY
Library

MONTH EVENTS
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HEALTHIER TEXAS

The Healthier Texas Community 
Challenge is underway, officially 
beginning on Feb. 2. The City of 
Richardson has a full slate of events 
planned for participants this month and 
in March. The eight-week competition 
runs through March 29, and is a fun way 
for communities to prioritize health while 
going head-to-head against other cities 
across the state. 

Participants earn points through a 
smartphone app by reporting their daily 
fitness activities. The top individuals, 
communities, school districts and 
organizations will be recognized at the 
conclusion of the challenge. 

To compete in the challenge, participants 
need to download the Wellnify app, 
which is available for free for both 
iPhones and Android devices. Once the 

app is downloaded, users should set up 
a profile and select City of Richardson 
as their community. Anyone who 
accrues or surpasses 25,000 total points 
will receive a tumbler cup with proof 
of verification. Tumblers can be picked 
up at the front desks of the Huffhines 
or Heights Recreation Centers. For 
more information, visit www.cor.net/
CommunityChallenge. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
•	 Feb. 1 – Functional Fitness by Tiffany 

at Huffhines Rec. Center, Noon
•	 Feb. 7 – Yoga at Huffhines Rec. Center, 

9 a.m. 
•	 Feb. 8 – Cooking Well Texas Meets 

Mediterranean at Huffhines Rec. 
Center, Noon

•	 Feb. 12 – Boot Camp at Heights Rec. 
Center, 6:30 p.m. 

•	 Feb. 19 – Zumba at Heights Rec. 
Center, 6:30 p.m. 

•	 Feb. 21 – Yoga at Heights Rec. Center, 
9 a.m. 

•	 Feb. 26 – Hatha Yoga at Heights Rec. 
Center, 6:30 p.m. 

•	 Feb. 28 – Cooking Well Texas Meets 
Mediterranean at Huffhines Rec. 
Center, Noon

•	 March 7 – Foundations of Fitness at 
Huffhines Rec. Center, Noon

•	 March 8 – Hatha Yoga at Huffhines 
Rec. Center, Noon

•	 March 21 – Tai Chi at Huffhines Rec. 
Center, Noon

•	 March 28 – Celebration Walk & 
Run Event at Huffhines Park, 9 a.m. 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY CHALLENGE

FEBRUARY IS
AMERICAN HEART MONTH

When thinking about the month of February, you 
may think of Valentine’s Day and hearts. It’s also a 
month designated to the health of your own heart as it’s 
American Heart Month.  

When thinking of your heart, the City of Richardson 
has proven its excellence when it comes to emergency 
heart care. Last year, the American Heart Association 
(AHA) announced the Richardson Fire Department 
as a gold-level recipient of its 2025 EMS Recognition 
award for the 10th year. The program acknowledges 
the crucial role EMS teams play in caring for patients 
experiencing life threatening cardiac events and 
recognizes those who significantly improve patient 
outcomes and save lives by providing prehospital care 
that aligns with the latest clinical guidelines.  

One tool the Richardson Fire Department uses when 
treating a patient experiencing a cardiac event is called 
LUCAS. It’s a portable machine that performs chest 
compressions on a patient while on the way to the 

hospital. The tool has been used by the Department for 
eight years and there is one stored on every ambulance.  

LUCAS takes just seconds to attach to a patient 
and begin performing what could be life-saving care. 
While EMS crews can do chest compressions while 
transporting a patient, it can potentially take multiple 
crew members taking turns, as it can be an exhausting 
task. However, LUCAS can perform the chest 
compressions at the perfect interval without stopping 
until medical staff at the hospital can take over.  

The Fire Department says the tool is beneficial in 
helping to save lives, but stresses that bystander CPR is 
critical and is what can change the outcome of an event. 
For example, if you happen to see someone suffering 
from a cardiac event, calling 9-1-1 and performing 
chest compressions before emergency personnel arrive 
is critical in helping save lives. It’s encouraged that 
everyone takes a CPR class to know what to do in an 
emergency.  

METHODIST RICHARDSON MEDICAL CENTER CORE CPR/AED & FIRST AID TRAINING
Heights Recreation Center, 711 W. Arapaho Rd.

Thursday, March 12 or Thursday, May 14
6-8:30 p.m.
Cost: $60

Register at www.cor.net/ParksOnline with course 
number 50671 (March 12) or 50672 (May 14)

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING CPR, THERE ARE SEVERAL 
OPPORTUNITIES TO DO SO OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS.

The Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival returns to Galatyn Park 
Urban Center May 15-17. All tickets for the three-day festival, which is 
celebrating its 34th anniversary this year, will go on sale Feb. 10 at 10 a.m. 
The lineup will be announced at the same time.

 Pre-sale tickets for the three-day festival are available until Feb. 9. 
Three-day passes are $35 and three-day VIP passes are $225 and include 
a weekend of complimentary food, beverages and prime seating! The 
official festival line up will be released on Feb. 10 at 10 a.m., along 
with single day tickets, starting at $25. Richardson residents can take 
advantage of a discounted ticket for only $15 each day, available only 
online. Additionally, this year attendees are invited to enjoy the festival 
for free on Sunday, May 17. Tickets are still required for admission and 
can be reserved online (tickets will not be available on site at the festival). 
Children 12 and under are free admission with a paid adult.

Registration and applications for additional programs, such as the 
Prosperity Bank Marketplace, Battle of the Bands, Budding Talent Vocal 
Competition Vendors and several contests are also now available.

For more information about the festival,visit 
WWW.WILDFLOWERFESTIVAL.COM

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
Registration deadline: 

March 22
BUDDING TALENT VOCAL 

COMPETITION:
Registration deadline: 

March 22

AL JOHNSON PERFORMING 
SONGWRITER CONTEST
Registration deadline: 

March 8
MARKETPLACE VENDORS
Application deadline: 

March 16

STUDENT ART CONTEST:
Registration: Feb. 16-March 28

THE WILDFLOWER! 
ARTS & MUSIC FESTIVAL

2831 E. President George Bush Tpke. 
Saturday, Feb, 28 

9-11 a.m. or 1-3 p.m. 
More information can be found at 
www.MethodistHealthSystem.org.
* This is not a certification course.
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LOOKING AHEAD:

The City Council is finalizing the 2026 Bond Program, 
expected to total $223.4 million — the largest in city 
history. The election is expected to be called this month, 
with Election Day scheduled for May 2.

PROPOSED PROJECTS INCLUDE:
•	Construction of Fire Station 7
•	Renovations to Fire Station 6

Additional public safety, mobility and infrastructure 
improvements

The Council is also expected to call a Charter election 
this month for May 2. 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS INCLUDE:
•	110 capital projects totaling $483 million, the largest 

infrastructure investment in city history. 
•	Richardson repaired/replaced 33.8 lane miles of 

streets in 2024-25.
•	The sidewalk maintenance program repaired 16.5 

miles of sidewalks.
•	Richardson repaired/replaced 7.6 miles of alleys in 

2024-25. 
•	Completion of multiple bond-funded parks and 

facility upgrades
•	Ongoing construction of the new Richardson City 

Hall, set to open in 2027
•	Regional mobility leadership through the award-

winning DALI Nexus AI traffic management system, 
developed with UT Dallas

•	Opening of DART’s new Silver Line, connecting 
Richardson directly to DFW Airport

•	$1 billion regional improvement initiative from the 
North Texas Municipal Water District and a $40 
million expansion of the Shiloh Pump Station in 
Richardson.

INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT & 
MOBILITY IMPROVEMENTS

•	40+ parks and over 90 miles of trails, including new 
amenities and renovations

•	Opening of the Interurban Common green 
space downtown

•	A new Aquatics Master Plan
•	Continued Tree City USA and Bicycle-Friendly 

Community recognitions
•	The Richardson Public Library earned its 20th 

consecutive Achievement of Library Excellence Award 
and launched its new R.O.V.E.R. mobile outreach van.

THE CITY ISSUED 
SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS TO:
•	The Network of Community Ministries, celebrating 

40 years
•	The Counseling Place, for crisis intervention and 

victim support services
•	Richardson East Rotary Club, for leadership on 

Annie’s Place Pavilion and the Inclusive Playground
•	Miss Texas 2025 Sadie Schiermeyer, the first Miss 

Richardson to earn the Miss Texas title finishing First 
Runner-Up at Miss America

COMMUNITY VITALITY, 
ARTS & CULTURE

•	Relocation of 1Finity Americas’ North American 
headquarters to Galatyn Commons

•	Expansions by Associa, AT&T, Qorvo, Micron, Collins 
Aerospace, Crescent Systems and others

•	New small businesses in The CORE District and 
ongoing redevelopment momentum

•	National recognition by CoStar naming Richardson a 
leader in major office deals across DFW

•	Richardson’s growing tech and innovation ecosystem, 
anchored by The IQ® and UT Dallas, continues to 
attract global employers and high-growth startups.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
MOMENTUM

•	Maintained AAA / Aaa ratings from S&P and Moody’s 
for the 16th consecutive year

•	Received the GFOA Distinguished Budget Award and 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting

•	Earned the Achievement of Excellence in Procurement 
Award for the 28th consecutive year

•	Earned an inaugural Transparency Trailblazer Award 
and achieved all six Texas Transparency Stars

FISCAL STRENGTH & 
TRANSPARENCY

EDUCATION & WORKFORCE 
EXCELLENCE

•	RISD’s voter-approved $1.4 billion bond program, CTE 
advancements and national instructional technology 
recognition

•	Plano ISD’s new Electrical Engineering Academy and 
state-leading financial ratings

•	Collin College’s 40th anniversary and expanded STEM 
and workforce programs

•	Dallas College’s cybersecurity excellence and 
workforce-driven partnerships

•	UT Dallas’ continued rise as a national research 
university, including new AI, engineering and 
biomedical programs

2026
BOND & CHARTER ELECTIONS
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CITIZEN FIRE ACADEMY 
APPLICATION PERIOD OPENS 
CLASS RUNS FROM MARCH 25-MAY 27

Enrollment is now open for the 
2026 Citizen Fire Academy (CFA) 
class, which begins March 25 and 
graduates May 27. The academy is 
held once a year and is a free, 10-
week program open to persons ages 
21 and older who live or work in 
Richardson. Class participants meet 
Wednesday nights from 6-9 p.m.  

 The intent of the CFA is not to 
train people to become firefighters, 
but to provide participants with an 
inside view of the Richardson Fire 
Department and its operations so 
that they can use their knowledge 

to create a safer home and work 
environment and educate others. 
The program includes live 
demonstrations, classroom learning 
and hands-on experiences. Most 
meetings take place at the Fire 
Training Center, 1621 E. Lookout Dr. 

Note that class size is limited, and 
applications will close as space is 
filled. 

For more information, call the Fire 
Department at 972-744-5700 or visit 
www.cor.net/CFA.

HOW TO APPLY
Anyone interested in applying should
visit www.cor.net/CFA to complete 
their application.

Westbound lane closures 
along Renner Road near Custer 
Parkway were lifted last month, 
marking the start of the final 
phase of the 825 Pressure Zone 
Project. The work is part of a 
joint effort between the City of 
Richardson and North Texas 
Municipal Water District to 
increase water system capacity 
in northwest Richardson.  

The project includes the 
installation of a 42-inch water 
transmission line designed to 
strengthen long-term water 
service reliability in the area.  

Remaining work on Renner 
Road will include pavement 

restoration and landscaping. 
This phase may require 
temporary rolling lane closures 
during non-peak traffic hours 
to minimize impacts.  

In addition to the waterline 
installation, the project 
included construction of a new 
ground storage tank and pump 
station near Point North Park, 
both of which are now in the 
final stages of construction and 
system testing.   

For updates on City 
infrastructure projects, visit 
www.cor.net/Projects.

RENNER ROAD OPENS
NEAR CUSTER
825 PROJECT ENTERS FINAL PHASE

CUSTER
 PK

W
Y

PLANO PKWY

W RENNER RD

GREENSIDE DR

5
Renovations are complete on Fire Station 5, located 

on Renner Road near the CityLine Development. The 
work was funded through the voter-approved 2021 Bond 
Program.

The extensive renovations included additional living 
quarters, restrooms and a new fitness room to enhance 
the livability experience for Richardson firefighters. The 
updated facility also received expanded bunker gear 
storage, a new emergency generator, updated HVAC units 
and irrigation improvements.

FIRE STATION 5 
RENOVATIONS 
COMPLETE
WORK ON RENNER ROAD 
STATION FUNDED BY 
2021 BOND PROGRAM
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NTMWD CHLORINE 
MAINTENANCE 
PROGRAM 
ANNUAL MAINTENANCE SET 
FOR MARCH 2-30

The North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) 
will conduct its annual chlorine maintenance from March 
2-30 to maintain the system and ensure high water quality. 

During this time, some people may taste or smell chlorine 
in their water. The temporary removal of ammonia can 
make the chlorine more noticeable, but the levels of 
chlorine in the water will not increase.

NTMWD has done its annual maintenance for more 
than 15 years, and high water quality has been maintained. 
Ongoing water testing required by the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is performed during 
the process and made available to the public. 

For more information, visit www.NTMWD.com/
SafeWater. 

TREATED WATER
DELIVERED

RAW WATER
PUMPED WATER TREATED

 

SEDIMENT AND 
DEBRIS REMOVED

LAKE WATER
PUMPED TO PLANT

WATER DISTRIBUTED BY
CITIES/UTILITIES TO 
DIRECT CUSTOMERS

OZONE
DISINFECTION

CHLORINE
DISINFECTION

AMMONIA
ADDED

AMMONIA
ADDED

FINAL PARTICLES
FILTERED

AMMONIA IS REMOVED FROM THE 
DISINFECTION PROCESS. WITHOUT 
AMMONIA, THE CHLORINE IN THE 

WATER MAY BE MORE NOTICEABLE, 
BUT THE AMOUNT IS CONSISTENT 

WITH LEVELS YEAR ROUND. 

FLUSHING FROM FIRE HYDRANTS 
CAN BE AN IMPORTANT PART OF

MAINTAINING THE WATER SYSTEM
AND HIGH WATER QUALITY. CITIES 

MAY FLUSH TO MOVE WATER 
THROUGH PIPES MORE QUICKLY.

TESTING IS CONTINUALLY 
CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT TO 

ENSURE WATER QUALITY. 
RESULTS ARE POSTED ON 

THE NTMWD WEBSITE.

DURING NTMWD'S ANNUAL, 28-DAY TEMPORARY CHANGE IN DISINFECTANT:

TRASH BASH VOLUNTEER 
GROUPS NEEDED 
JOIN THE CITY’S LARGEST CLEANUP EVENT

The Health Department is looking for people 
to take part in Trash Bash. This annual event 
held each spring brings neighborhoods, 
organizations, companies, friends, neighbors 
and families together with the shared goal of 
cleaning up local parks and creeks; ridding 
them of trash and debris. These efforts not only 
beautify the City, but protect our creeks that 
would be harmed if uncollected material was 
not removed. All trash collection items such as 
trash bags, gloves and litter tongs are provided 
by the City.

Those interested in taking part can complete 
an online Trash Bash Registration. For further 
information, visit www.cor.net/TrashBash, 
e-mail TrashBash@cor.gov or call 972-744-
4080.

Trash Bash is scheduled for Saturday, April 
11, but groups can schedule their local cleanup 
events in the days surrounding the event.

If you aren’t able to join cleanup efforts, 
you can still help by taking part in other 
community events  on April 11 including an 
electronics recycling event at The Heights 
Church from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. or residential 
cooking oil/grease disposal at the First United 
Methodist Church Richardson from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. Additional donation opportunities will 
be available at FUMC Richardson benefiting 
Network of Community Ministries. Further 
details will be covered in future editions of 
Richardson Today.

For more information, visit www.cor.net/
TrashBash.

Residents should expect an increase in 
sightings of wildlife such as coyotes and 
bobcats the next few months during their 
mating season. They rarely pose a threat to 
humans; however, domesticated pets, such 
as small dogs and cats, could be at risk if left 
alone outside or taken off a leash.  

If your pets must be kept outdoors, they 
should be in a secure fenced area, however 
experts remind people that bobcats can 
climb trees and fences. They can also jump 
up to 12 feet. Coyotes can jump over a five-
foot fence. It’s also recommended to feed pets 
inside. If they are fed outside, remove food 
bowls between feedings.

If you happen to see a bobcat or coyote, try 
to scare it away by creating loud noises. You 
can do so by clapping your hands, shouting 
or banging on pots and pans. It is much safer 
if they remain fearful of humans. You can 
also make other small changes to encourage 
the animals to relocate.  

•	 Close or patch openings in fence. 
•	 Do not feed wildlife.

Richardson Animal Services staff only trap 
wildlife that are acting abnormally aggressive 
and/or are ill and at high risk of having 
or spreading rabies (such as skunks and 
raccoons). Healthy wildlife are welcome in 
the City as they connect us with nature and 
keep the rest of the pest populations such as 
rodents and insects in check.

Visit www.cor.net/Coyotes or www.cor.net/
Bobcats for more information.  

DUE TO FORAGING PATTERNS

INCREASED WILDLIFE 
ACTIVITY EXPECTED

It’s unnecessary to call the 
City unless wild animals 
are behaving erratically 
or seem to be posing an 
immediate danger. 
Avoid leaving pet food 
outside after dark. 
Consider cutting back 
shrubs that may serve 
as temporary shelter to 
wildlife.

916 612
participants in community 

cleanups

2025 HEALTH DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS
BY THE NUMBERS

352
gallons of cooking oil and 
grease collected at Cease 
the Grease and Trash Bash

bags of trash collected at 
clean up events

WINTER STORM 
RECOVERY UNDERWAY

The City of Richardson was named a Bronze-level Bicycle Friendly Community by the League of 
American Bicyclists. More than 400 miles of city streets wind through Richardson and all of them are legal 
for bicyclists to ride along. To promote safety, however, the City has installed more than 26 miles of bike 
lanes that bicycle riders are encouraged to use. 

As you ride your bike through the city, the League of American Bicyclists is sharing some tips to keep in 
mind to ensure your bike is in good shape and make your ride safe. Remember your ABCs:

Make sure your chain is running smoothly – lightly oiled and free of rust and gunk – by spinning it 
backward a few revolutions. 

If your bike has quick release wheels, make sure the release levers are securely closed. As you start to ride, 
listen for any rubbing, grinding or clicking noises that might indicate something isn’t working correctly. 

 If something is not working properly, bring your bike to your local bike shop. Be sure to schedule a 
regular tune-up for your bike. For more information, visit www.cor.net/Bike. 

A     Air 
If your tires give a bit when you 

press with your thumb, they need 
some air.

B     Brakes
When you squeeze your brakes 

hard, you should still be able to fit 
your thumb between the brake levers 
and the handlebars. Check that your 
pads aren’t worn out – if they are, 
replace them.

C     Chain, Crank, Cassette

B

A

C

BIKE SAFETY ARTICLE
AS SIMPLE AS ABC

Cleanup operations are currently underway following last month’s winter weather. 
In preparation for the event, City crews dropped 554 cubic yards of sand on roads 
throughout Richardson. 

Once conditions allowed, the Parks and Recreation Department began street 
sweeping operations to remove the sand. Cleanup crews focused first on major 
arterials, like US 75 and intersections at major cross streets, then moved into 
neighborhoods where sand was also dropped on bridges and intersections. The 
City has one street sweeping vehicle but contracts an outside company to help with 
citywide cleaning after winter weather events. The cleanup should be complete by 
mid-February. 

Residents who have downed trees or other storm debris can have them removed 
through the City’s weekly Brush and Bulky Item Collection service (BABIC). The 
service is offered at no extra charge, and items are collected on the same day a home 
receives recycling service. 

Residents are asked to request BABIC service prior to placing an item on the 
parkway for collection. BABIC requests can be made through the MyRichardson 
smartphone app, by calling 972-744-4111 or through www.cor.net/BABIC. Please 
keep any vegetative material separate from any other large items out for collection. 
Under the “Compostable Material Categories” section, mark item as “Loose brush/
Trimmings” to have it taken to a vegetative material recycling center as opposed to 
the landfill. 

For more information on the City of Richardson’s winter weather response, visit 
www.cor.net/WinterWeather.
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FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF WINNERS, VISIT

2026 CONTEST WINNERS EXHIBIT
JAN. 31-FEB. 24  |  HUFFHINES RECREATION CENTER

2026 AWARDS CEREMONY AND
JUDGE’S WORKSHOP
THURSDAY, FEB. 26, 6-8 P.M., EISEMANN CENTER

“UNSUNG HEROES”
Not all heroes make it into history books. Create a tribute to a 
lesser-known figure in your life, a community leader or a family member 
who has made a meaningful impact.

1ST - 12TH GRADE
FOR STUDENTS

ART SUBMISSIONS ACCEPTED THROUGH FEB. 28

www.cor.net/ArtandEssayContest
More information is available at

2026 SEEKING SUBMISSIONS

WINNING ENTRIES!
*All works must be original and

not AI generated.

200 $

Be recognized by Mayor and City Council
Be showcased to the community
Receive a $200 prize
*Student must live in Richardson, or attend school
within the city, to be eligible to enter.

WINNING ENTRIES WILL

Calling Young 
Artists!

ANNUAL PHOTO CONTEST 
WINNERS ANNOUNCED

20
26 PHOTO

CONTEST

SCAN ME

WWW.COR.NET/PHOTOCONTEST

LOCAL ARTISTS
CALL FOR 

MORE INFORMATION AT

WILL RECEIVE

WINNING
ENTRIES

200$

Celebrate your connection to Richardson by sharing 
the people, places, and moments that make our city 
special to you. Big or small, everyday or extraordinary, 
through creativity, family, volunteering, cultural events, 
or other experiences, show what makes you feel at 
home in our community.

“COmmunity”
2026 THEME

FEBRUARY 23 - APRIL 24
SUBMISSIONS ACCEPTED

*NO later than 5 p.m.

CONTACT: KAYLA JOHNSON
972-744-4213 | Kayla.Johnson@cor.gov

Five winning works will be chosen and 
displayed as vinyl wraps on tra�c signal boxes 
at selected intersections throughout the City.

WWW.COR.NET/BOXART

ARTIST ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS:
• Open to all individual artists and 

students.
• All artworks must be the original work 

of artists. 
• Artists may submit only one proposal 

per year. 
• Only digital submissions will be 

accepted.

EACH WINNING ARTIST
WILL RECEIVE:
• $100 from the City of Richardson
• $100 from the Richardson Rotary 

Club
• Presented with a certificate of 

recognition at a May Richardson 
City Council meeting

• A feature in the City’s 
communication mediums
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ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
11 a.m.   Event Begins
11:05 a.m.   Rosy L
11:30 a.m.   Underground Jiu Jitsu
11:50 a.m.  Mayor and City Council  
  Remarks
Noon   JL Sports Association - 
  Lion Dance
12:20 p.m.   Texas Diabolo
12:40 p.m.   Texas Song Birds  
1:05 p.m.   Dance Code 
1:15 p.m.   Dondoko Taiko
1:45 p.m.   Dance Code  
1:55 p.m.  Dance Contemporary   
  Music Academy
2:05 p.m.   JPS Dance School
2:30 p.m.   JL Sports Association - 
  Lion and Dragon Dance

400 N GREENVILLE AVE.
RICHARDSON, TX 75081

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026  |  11AM–3PM
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

Great American Crooners 
March 6 | 8 p.m. | Eisemann Center 
Great American Crooners focuses on 
quintessential crooners such as Frank 
Sinatra, Tony Bennett and Bobby 
Darin, whose velvety voices and 
sentimental serenades made them 
superstars on stage and on screen.  
Cost: $49-$70

Richardson YMCA Cornhole 
Tournament 
March 7 | 6 p.m. | 
Richardson Family YMCA 
All ages are welcome to participate 
in the Richardson Family YMCA 
Cornhole tournament. Proceeds from 
the event support the Richardson 
YMCA’s fundraising efforts. 
Cost: $80 team, $40 player

The Great Race: The Story of the 
Chinese Zodiac 
March 7 | 2 p.m. | Eisemann Center 
Join the characters Po Po and Kung 
Kung as they celebrate Chinese 
New Year by making dumplings 
and sharing the story of The Great 
Race with their grandkids, Freddie 
and Ivy. The show weaves a family 
celebration with a retelling of one of 
the most beloved tales in Chinese 
folklore – the origin story of the 
Chinese Zodiac.  
Cost: $28-$38.50

Broadway’s Best Curtains 
March 13-22 | Times Vary  
Repertory Company Theatre 
Enjoy this hilarious, mystery musical 
put on by Repertory Company 
Theatre.  
Cost: $37 adults, $20 seniors

An Evening of String Sextets 
March 21| 7:30 p.m.  
Join the Chamber Music 
International as it presents another 
delightful Brahms/Tchaikovsky bash 
– this time with two fabulous string 
sextets.  
Cost: $15-$45 

Slide Show 
March 22 | 3 p.m. | Eisemann Center 
Join the Richardson Community 
Band and prepare for an all-out 
trombone party featuring Jacob 
Muzquiz, to lead the fun. He will 
inspire and enthrall you with his 
trombone playing. The band will 
also perform some extra trombone-
friendly pieces.  
Cost: Free ticket required

events calendar
FEBRUARY 2026
1 Sunday

Spanish Nights by Candlelight
Eisemann Center | 3 p.m. 
Emmy award winning and world-renowned 
guitar virtuoso Benise, the Prince of Spanish 
Guitar, take audiences on an intimate journey 
through fiery Spanish Guitar and dance.
Cost: $58.50-$80 
www.eisemanncenter.com

3 Tuesday

Rotary Spirit Nights
Chipotle Mexican Grill, 1420 E. Belt Line Rd. 
4-8 p.m. 
Bring your friends and family out for a meal at 
Chipotle Mexican Grill. A percentage of pro-
ceeds will go toward the Richardson East Rotary 
Foundation’s signature project, Annie’s Place. 
Cost: Cost of meal, use code: D6JC93L
www.cor.net/AnniesPlace

5 Thursday

To Kill a Mockingbird
The Core Theatre | Runs through Feb. 15
8 p.m. (Thursday-Saturday), 3 p.m. (Sunday)
To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age story 
narrated by a young girl named Scout Finch, who 
lives in the fictional town of Maycomb, Ala., during 
the 1930s. The novel follows Scout, her brother Jem, 
and their widowed father, lawyer Atticus Finch. 
While Scout and her brother are fascinated by their 
reclusive neighbor Boo Radley, Atticus takes on 
the defense of a Black man, Tom Robinson, who is 
falsely accused of a crime. 
Cost: $20 adults, $15 students
www.thecoretheatre.org

6 Friday

A Murder is Announced 
Richardson Theatre Centre | Runs Feb. 6-March 1 
8 p.m. (Friday-Saturday), 7:30 p.m. (Thursday), 
2 p.m. (Sunday) 
An announcement in the local paper states the 
time and place when a murder is to occur in 
Miss Blacklock’s Victorian house. The victim is 
not one of the house’s several occupants, but an 
unexpected and unknown visitor. What follows 
is a classic Christie puzzle of mixed motives, 
concealed identities, a second death and a 
determined inspector. 
Cost: $22 seniors & students, $24 adults
www.richardsontheatrecentre.net

First Fridays
Eisemann Center | 6 p.m. 
The Eisemann Center hosts a small reception on 
the first Friday night of each month completely 
free and open to the public to celebrate the new 
exhibit in the Forrest and Virginia Green Mezza-
nine Gallery. 
Cost: Free
www.eisemanncenter.com

7 Saturday

The Legends of Country
Eisemann Center | 7:30 p.m.
Saddle up for a Texas-sized tribute to iconic 
country legends with timeless hits from Dolly 
Parton, Johnny Cash, Garth Brooks and more. 
Sing along and two-step in your seat as the music 
captures the true spirit of classic country music, 
blending nostalgia and the essence of Americana 
into an unforgettable evening.
Cost: $28-$97 
www.eisemanncenter.com

1st Saturday Walk & Talk Bird Tour
John Bunker Sands Wetland Center | 7:30 a.m. 
Join the John Bunker Sands Wetland Center to 
learn about the birds that live at the wetland. 
Learn how to use binoculars and field guides, 
keep a life list and identify birds.  
Cost: $10, includes admission 
www.wetlandcenter.com

10 Tuesday

2nd Tuesday Tadpole Tales
John Bunker Sands Wetland Center | 9-10 a.m.
Your little one will enjoy storytime with a tale 
focused on the season and an accompanying 
fun craft or activity at the John Bunker Sands 
Wetland Center. This program is for kids 6 and 
younger. 
Cost: $8 per child
www.wetlandcenter.com

11 Wednesday

Rotary Spirit Nights
Spin Pizza, 348 W. Campbell Rd. | 4-9 p.m.
Bring your friends and family out for a meal at 
Spin Pizza during happy hour. A percentage of 
proceeds will go toward the Richardson East 
Rotary Foundation’s signature project, Annie’s 
Place. 
Cost: Cost of meal, use promo code: GIVEBACK 
www.cor.net/AnniesPlace

13 Friday

Sinatra and Bublé
Eisemann Center | 7:30 p.m. 
Get ready for a night of romance, nostalgia and 
timeless music with a special Valentine tribute 
show featuring the legendary sounds of Frank 
Sinatra and Michael Bublé.
Cost: $59.50-$97
www.eisemanncenter.com

14 Saturday

Jazzy, Bluesy, Playful
St. Presbyterian Church | 7:30 p.m.
Join the Chamber Music International as out-
standing artists bring a Mozart Sonata followed 
by fascinating works of Elgar, Janáček and Jenny. 
Cost: $15-$45 
www.chambermusicinternational.org 

15 Sunday

The Great American Road Trip Part 1 
Eisemann Center | 3 p.m.
The Richardson Community Band is bringing in 
the new year with a musical road trip across the 
country. The band will start on the east coast for 
this concert and working its way west.  
Cost: Free ticket required
www.richardsoncommunityband.org

26 Thursday

Rotary Spirit Nights
Hawaiian Brothers, 2060 Coit Rd. | 5-9 p.m.
Bring your friends and family out for a meal at 
Hawaiian Brothers. A percentage of proceeds will 
go toward the Richardson East Rotary Founda-
tion’s signature project, Annie’s Place. 
Cost: Cost of meal
www.cor.net/AnniesPlace

PM Pints
The IQ®HQ, 1302 E. Collins Blvd. | 5-7 p.m.
Dylan Rafaty, President and CEO of the North 
Texas Disability Chamber, will discuss how cities, 
businesses and community partners can col-
laborate to build inclusive environments where 
everyone can thrive. PM Pints is a free quarterly 
event that offers networking opportunities for 
local business leaders and other professionals 
who call Richardson or The IQ® home.
Cost: Free
www.eventbrite.com/o/the-richard-
son-iqhq-76495646293








