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July 3-4
July 4th holiday. Most City facilities closed 
and no solid waste service. Recycling make-
up days are July 1 (Thursday pick-up) and 
July 2 (Friday pick-up).

July 23
Republic Services Recycling Center Tour. 
10:30 a.m. Republic Services, 4200 14th St., 
Plano. Free, registration required at https://
feedback.cor.gov/s/republic-services-
recycling-tour-723/tt-HBhtA.

Aug. 27
BABIC Services Explained. 11 a.m. Service 
Center, 1260 Columbia Dr. Free, registration 
required at https://feedback.cor.gov/s/
babic-services-explained-a-guide-for-
richardson-residents/tt-WtO3b.
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July is Smart Irrigation Month: When and How to Water
Although summer heat blankets the entire 

region, lawn care isn’t one-size-fits-all. Smart 
Irrigation Month in July is a reminder to ex-
plore best practices when watering your lawn. 

Water Conservation
Richardson is currently in its Summer Water 

Conservation Plan, which prohibits watering  
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. to prevent high tempera-
tures from causing water to evaporate prior 
to being absorbed into the lawn. For more 
information, visit www.cor.net/WaterCon-
servation.

The Texas A&M Agrilife Extension offers a 
free tool to help homeowners determine their 
watering needs. The WaterMyYard program 
uses local weather data pulled from weather 
stations and rain gauges, combined with prov-
en methods, and provides customized weekly 
water advice. Visit www.watermyyard.org for 
customized recommendations.  

Sprinklers
The best irrigation systems have rain and 

freeze sensors, and moisture-based con-
trollers, allowing the system to respond to 
weather with smart technology. Homeowners 
can determine if they are watering too much 
or with overly high water pressure by see-

ing if water is running off into the sidewalk 
or street rather than being absorbed by grass 
and plants.

Checking the condition of sprinklers an-
nually helps determine if lawns are being 
watered evenly and effectively. For flowers, 
shrubs and trees, residents often find drip ir-
rigation is more efficient, in which water di-
rectly permeates the soil rather than spraying 
the plant or trunk. 

Rain barrels effectively utilize rainwater 
runoff to keep yards nourished, but residents 
should be careful not to allow standing water 
to sit in exposed barrels for extended periods 
of time; it can become infested with mosqui-
toes and algae.

Grass
Different types of grass have different needs, 

with some species needing more water than 
others. Additionally, shady areas require less 

water because tree and shrub canopies help 
keep the ground below more cool and moist. 
Watering in early or evening hours also makes 
the most of water and does the best job of re-
placing the moisture that plants lose normally 
during dry weather.

It is important to water only as much as 
needed. Grasses and other plants are health-
ier when their root systems go farther into 
the soil for resources, making twice-per-week 
watering ideal. Still, it can be easy to overdo 
it, especially when regular irrigation is com-
bined with heavy rain. Typically, most turf 
grasses need about 0.75-1 inch of water per 
week.

Letting grass grow slightly longer leads to 
more established root systems and a more ef-
fective internal cooling and moisture-reten-
tion process for the grass.

Mulching grass clippings and leaves is an op-
timal way to both cut down on yard waste and 
reduce the amount of water needed. Apply-
ing mulch helps retain ground moisture and 
nourishes the soil with nitrogen as the yard 
waste breaks down. A mulching mower is an 
easy way to create mulch; as always, mowing 
is not recommended when grass is damp.

Mulch and Compost Yard Waste to Save Landfill Space
Mulching and composting 

provides nutrients for a healthy 
lawn. Grass clippings can be left 
on your lawn and leaves can be 
shredded and mulched.

If you have a compost pile or 
bin, grass and leaves can be add-

ed to help your whole garden and 
save money on fertilizer.

Brush and yard trimmings can 
also be turned into mulch and 
compost through the Brush and 
Bulky Item Collection (BABIC) 
program. Make sure trimmings 

are placed in a paper composta-
ble bag, which can be purchased 
at home and garden stores. When 
you schedule a BABIC pickup, 
mention you have yard trim-
mings for compost. Your BABIC 
pickup day is the same as your 

recycle day.
To schedule a pickup, call 972-

744-4111, visit www.cor.net/
BABIC or use the MyRichardson 
App.
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