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Aug. 27
BABIC Services Explained. 11 a.m. Service 
Center, 1260 Columbia Dr. Free, registration 
required at https://feedback.cor.gov/s/
babic-services-explained-a-guide-for-
richardson-residents/tt-WtO3b.

Sept. 7
Labor Day holiday. Most City facilities 
closed and no solid waste service. Recycling 
make-up days are Sept. 8 (Monday pick-up) 
and Sept. 9 (Tuesday pick-up).

Learn about ways to help beautify 
Richardson through the Community 
& Corporate Environmental Cleanup 

Program at www.cor.net/EPI and click on 
Richardson Informs.
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DROUGHT-TOLERANT PLANTS FOR NORTH TEXAS
While North Texas is not currently in a 

drought, adding drought-tolerant plants to 
your home’s landscape is always a good idea. 
When choosing plants, consider landscaping 
and trees that can withstand our local climate 
with little watering required.

The City of Richardson has a guide that 
can serve as a reference guide for selecting 
plants of all types: decorative flowers, shrubs, 
groundcover, and both ornamental and 
canopy trees. As you will see in the guide, 
drought tolerant landscaping does not 
mean yards without color, without beauty or 
without greenery.

The recommendations in the guide are based 
on Texas A&M AgriLife Extension’s Earth-
Kind database. The drought tolerant index 
that Earth-Kind uses is on a scale of 1 to 
10, with 10 being the most drought tolerant. 
The plants in this guide are rated as 7.5 and 
above and are well suited for the North Texas 
environment. 

Turf Grasses
Each species of grass has its own ideal 

growing conditions—soil type and depth, 
shade tolerance, amount of traffic it will 
tolerate, the level of maintenance required, 
and the amount of irrigation needed.

Warm season grasses turn straw colored 
at the first frost and may go dormant in the 
winter in Texas. While some species of grass 
are well suited to the North Texas climate 
(bermudagrasses and buffalograss, for 
instance), others such as St. Augustine may 
require a significant amount of supplemental 
water and are not considered drought tolerant. 

Grasses such as bermudagrass, buffalograss 
and zoysiagrass do well in the Richardson 
area due to their drought tolerance and water 
requirements.

Top, the colorful Mexican Plum is a me-
dium-sized tree that gets 15-20 feet tall 
and thrives in North Texas’ climate. Above, 
Prairie Flameleaf Sumac adds color to any 
landscape and has a high heat tolerance.
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TOLERANT PLANT GUIDE.
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