CITY OF RICHARDSON
CITY PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES - JULY 21, 2026

The Richardson City Plan Commission met on July 21, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Multipurpose
Room #CH157 of the Richardson City Hall, 2360 Campbell Creek Boulevard, Suite 525,
Richardson, TX.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bryan Marsh, Chairperson
Jeremy Thomason, Vice Chairperson
Michael Keller, Commissioner
Nate Roberts, Commissioner
Gary Beach, Commissioner (arrived at 6:03 pm)
Joe Quirk, Commissioner
Rebecca Poynter, Commissioner (Alternate)

MEMBERS ABSENT: Kristen Schascheck, Commissioner
Byron Purdy, Commissioner (Alternate)

CITY STAFF PRESENT: Tina Firgens, Director of Development Services
Christine Ross, Planner II
Anna Jo Castaneda, Executive Secretary

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Marsh called the regular business meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS

There were no public comments.

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING

1. Approval of the Minutes of the regular business meeting of July 7, 2026.

Motion: Vice Chairperson Thomason made a motion to approve the minutes as
presented. Commissioner Keller seconded the motion. Motion passed 6-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2. Zoning File 26-14 - 200 S. Cottonwood: Consider and act on a request to rezone
approximately 0.32 acres located at 200 S. Cottonwood Drive, on the west side of Cottonwood
Drive, south of W. Belt Line Road, from O-M Office District to PD Planned Development District
with a base zoning district of O-M Office District with amended uses and development standards.
Owner: Almas and Junaid Farooqui, Cottonwood Park Business LLC. Staff> Christine Ross

Christine Ross, Planner I, presented the Commission with the details of the proposed request and
stated she was available for any questions.

There was discussion between the Commission and staff related to the following:
e Original platting of subdivision in relation to the current subject property configuration;
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Clarification related to the existing parking for the subject property, overall parking
constraints, current parking shortages, and potential shared parking possibilities;
How the requested uses would be allowed inside the building, including if the building
would be divided; and
Proposed uses being requested seem to be in compliance with the comprehensive plan, and
why these uses were being requested.

Chairperson Marsh opened the public hearing.

Ramis Farooqui and Junaid Farooqui, 200 S. Cottonwood, Richardson presented their request and
expressed interest in area-wide zoning flexibility.

There was discussion between the Commission and the applicant related to the following:

Leasing difficulties the applicant was experiencing due to current zoning constraints;
Currently have one tenant, a church use;

The requested uses would revitalize the area and support neighboring businesses;
Applicant has received inquiries for retail-type tenants such as coffee shop, yoga studio,
thrift store;

Applicant currently does not have anyone to sign a lease for bakery or retail uses, but does
have a barber shop use;

Applicant has had vacancies for a year, are struggling to lease the building, and taxes are
high; and

Applicant has an additional building and has had difficulty for attracting doctor or dentist
uses.

Chairperson Marsh asked staff to address their evaluation of the various uses being requested and
the comprehensive plan. Tina Firgens, Director of Development Services, responded.

Chairperson Marsh asked if there was anyone present who wanted to speak in favor or opposition
to the request. Seeing none, Chairperson Marsh made a motion to close the public hearing.
Commissioner Beach seconded the motion. The motion passed 7-0.

Discussion amongst the Commissioners included:

Have known that area historically as medical and dental;

Surrounding buildings vacant likely due to similar zoning constraints;

Concerned regarding vacant buildings could possibly cause other problems for the area;
Broader area impact requires a larger redevelopment vision and how that could possibly
occur;

Comprehensive plan supports the uses being requested;

If the uses being requested for the property are granted, then how does that impact the
larger surrounding area if allowed and has that been considered,;

Recognized that something needs to be done to help the area, but also concerned regarding
considering zoning on a case-by-case basis and since the applicant does not have a tenant;
Avoiding setting precedence such as granting parking relief; and

Suggested the owner and other property owners meet with staff to gather feedback if they
have other ideas for the area.
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Motion: Commissioner Roberts made a motion to recommend approval of the request as
presented. Commissioner Beach seconded the motion. The motion passed 7-0.

3. Staff report on pending development, zoning permits, and planning matters.

Ms. Firgens updated the Commission regarding recent cases that City Council took action on, as
well as briefed the Commission on an upcoming case scheduled for the next CPC meeting, that
will be held on Thursday, August 6, 2026. The Commission congratulated Christine Ross on
passing her APA exam.

No action was taken.

ADJOURN

With no further business before the Commission, Chairperson Marsh adjourned the regular
business meeting at 6:41 p.m.

B A M

Bryan Marsh, Chairperson




